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It is a privilege to read the innermost thoughts of another hu-
man being, decades after her death on October 12, 1997. 

Tomoe Otsu Tomine’s (“Toh-moh-A Oht-soo Toh-mean-
A”) diary begins written in Japanese on January 1, 1942, then 
switches to English in February, the very month all the Japanese 
on the island city of Alameda, CA., would be torn from their 
homes and eventually sent to incarceration camps around Amer-
ica. This document only shows you the English language pages.

By the diary’s February entries, Tomoe had moved some 24 
miles south of Alameda to what is now Fremont, hoping to 
avoid the evacuation, which proved fruitless. She lived with the 
Ushijima family, along with her mother, Yoshino Otsu, on the 
Ushijima farm. Back then the area was called Centerville. The 
diary’s late February to May 9 entrees are written from there.

On April 16, Tomoe switches back to Japanese. By September,  
her writing becomes sporadic, then non-existent in October. 
There are a few more English entries in November and then it 
ends.

Tomoe Tomine was a thoughtful person, a talented singer and an 
eloquent writer. She was extremely devoted to her husband, Su-
sumu (“Soo-soo-moo”), as he was to her.

The Alameda Japanese American History project is proud to 
present this material for you to read today.



































































This ends the English portion of the diary.



Tomoe Tomine’s diary was made available for the general 
public by her daughter, Amy Tomine.

The hand drawn art of Tomoe was done 
in 1937 by S. Maeda.

At right: Tomoe and her husband, Susumu, celebrate 
Christmas together in Alameda, circa 1950s, several years 

after their return from Tule Lake camp. They were initially 
incarcerated at Topaz in Utah.

A second version of this diary is also available. The “tran-
scribed text and illustrated “ version includes photos, news 
stories and notations not included in this, the “diary pages” 

version.

To learn more about the WWII incarceration of the 
Japanese, click here.

To read more about Sus and Tomoe, see the PDF, 
“The Picture Worth A Thousand Lifetimes.”
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