
ACORNS
a community basketball team deals 
with World War II in February 1942

Alameda

February 10, 1942
Nichibei Shinbun

The irony of life in Alameda, 
CA., during World War II is 
apparent in these news ar-
ticles from February 1942.

How did the Acorns feel 
about playing a practice 
game against the U.S. 
Army?!  If there were ill feel-
ings, they weren’t reported. 
Perhaps both teams some-
how treated it as just another 
game. Or did the Acorns 
have an incentive to defeat 
the Army?

Japanese
American

ALAMEDA

History PROJECT



All photos: 

Alameda Acorns at Alameda 
High School gym, circa 1938 
to February 1942.

Courtesy Jean Hattori Howard

The same month that the Acorns beat the U.S. 
Army but later lost a city league game to team 
Ratto, the Japanese in Alameda would be evac-
uated to assembly centers and soon after, sent 
to the WWII incarceration camps.



That final season, the war 
changed the lives of every 
Japanese in Alameda, and 
the Acorns lost every Japa-

nese Amateur Athletic Union 
(JAAU) game they played.

Losing the tallest man on the 
team to the U.S. Army, Haruo 

“Howe” Hanamura, didn’t 
help. Rolly Kadonaga had 
left for the Army in January. 

The Acorns were in disarray. 

On February 12, the Acorns 
lost their final Alameda City 

League game of the ‘42 sea-
son.

The following Sunday, they 
met at the local JACL, likely 

to discuss the fate of the 
team, and perhaps their lives. 

The Acorns, founded in 1938 
with members from the Bud-
dhist Temple of Alameda and 

also their across the street 
neighbors, the Japanese 

Methodist Church, would nev-
er return to the court again.
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JAAU league standings, March 19, 1942
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