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These young Nisei YOUth were too young to

play for the adult Alameda Taiiku Kai baseball
team, but are sporting the ATK uniform none-
theless.

There is little information available about
Japanese youth or minor leagues, but they
apparently existed in Northern California. Ac-
cording to the 1927 news article at right, the
young ATK “Babes” played in a local tourna-
ment of minor league teams.

Could this picture be from that tournament?
Is that the silver cup mentioned in the article
(inset photo above left).

Taro Takeda, pictured above, was born July
27, 1915, making this photo circa mid to late
1920s.

There is also evidence that an Alameda City
sponsored youth league existed, according to
Tadashi “Arthur” Hayashi.

“When | was ten or eleven years old, | played
baseball on a Japanese team of boys my
age,” Arthur said. “We played in a league
sponsored by a Remar Baking Company and

it was comparable to the Little League of to-
day. We played in the City of Alameda division
made up of Caucasian teams except us. We
called ourselves Tokyo Giants and won the
championship of Alameda in the second or
third year of playing in the league.”

“We had no sponsor so in order to get equip-
ment, we saved stamps to Gallen Camp
Shoes,” Arthur continued. “With those
stamps we got our bats and balls. In some
cases we swiped the other wealthier teams"
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FOUR TEAMS IN

GRAND TOURNEY
AT ALAMEDA

Bay Region Baseball Con-

ference To Be .
Big Event

ALAMEDA—A grand basehall

-tourney of DBay region minor
leagues will be staged here on
sunday, September 11, under the
auspices of the Alameda Taiiku-

Kai, inviting the Oakland Union
Laundry, San Francisco Showa,
and Proto Club niones to partici-
pate.

THREE GAMES

TO BE PLAYED

Three big games will feature
the day's playofi. A.T.K. Babes
ve., S.F. Proto tilt will start from
10 am. From 12:30 p.m., the
Union Laundrymen will take on

the Showa squad. The winner of
these two games will meet in the
tinals immediately after the pre-
ceding plavofi

A silver cup, donated by the
AT.K Association, will be the
bacon of the dayv's conierence,

dhe strength of the three
teams, Proto, AT.K., and Union
is favorably comparative. It may
be remembered that A. T. K.
defeated the Proto Club in their
first tilt, and Protons, in turn,
defeated the Laundrymen, who

went back and defeated the
A.T.K. Babes,

As for the Showa Club, this
team belongs in a class by itself,
although it was defeated in all
of their three contests this
season, namely, Salinas Cowboys,
Oakland Merritts, and Sacramen-
to Stars. All dope point to a
Showa victory, but you can't
never tell about a ball game.

Nichibei Shinbun
September 11, 1927
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equipment. For winning the championship of
Alameda, we had a playoff game with San Le-
andro champs, which we lost. However we,
each of us, received a gold baseball, which

I lost many years ago. We didn't have any
elaborate signals but told each other to bunt,
steal, etc all in Japanese.”

Art does not appear in the photo above.

A few of the Alameda Japanese would go fur-

ther than the local diamonds. It is unclear if
that is Tut Ilwahashi in the photo. He and Kiyo
Nogami went on to play professional baseball
in Japan. Shug Madokoro would star for the
California Bears, the University of California
at Berkeley team.

Nichibet Shinbun * May 3, 1933

May 2—Coming from behind to score seven
runs in the ninth inning, the Alameda Taii-
ku juniors defeated the highly over rated
Irvington Aguns, 13 to 8, Sunday on the lo-
cal diamond. It was Aguns’ first game 1n the
Maxwell Japanese baseball league.

The Alamedans collected 10 hits off the of-
ferings ot Kitashima and Kataoka, of Ir-
vington, while Sam Rokutani and Toshio
Kono twirling for the winners gave out
only 8 scattered singles between them. Shug
Madokoro of Alameda worked his pitchers
in pinches nicely. Taro Takeda was the hit-

ting star of the day for the Taiiku juniors.
(Takeda would be 18-years-old in 1933)
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