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Advertisement in the Alameda Daily Argus  •  March 18, 1905



Photos from Mataichi Ozeki’s albums, courtesy Kay Yatabe

CLEANING

Alameda Daily Argus  •  January 24, 1907

Alameda Daily Argus  •  May 1, 1907
Advertisement for employment, a day work office, and first class laundry

This photo of  
1218 Oak in-
cludes signage 
that appears to 
state cleaning or 
cleaners, which 
fits the advertising 
from the 1907 era 
below.



1218 Oak Street still ex-
ists in 2021, as a remodeled 
family home without the 
two front entry doors. Re-
cords indicate it was stand-
ing by 1885, but it may have 
been built as early as the 
1860s in the Italianate style, 
with characteristic roof  
brackets and window hoods. 

—Woody Minor, Alameda 
                 Architectural Historian

The Evening Times Star and 
Alameda Daily Argus  •  October 31, 1913

Special thanks to Jo Takeda, Kay Yatabe and Woody 
Minor for their assistance with this document.
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The crossed flags out front may have been used to celebrate the Emperor’s birthday, 
or advertise the employment office and more, as 1218 Oak may have housed more 

than one business. In 1905 it was the Isshin Rou restaurant. On January 24, 1907, a J. 
Fujikawa advertised cleaning and washing. On February 1, 1908, a Mr. Fujii adver-
tised his washing and ironing skills and in 1910 it was the residence of  Takuma Ito. 

Perhaps it functioned as a boarding house, too.


