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It was Takuritsu Morita’s 
10th year, 
teaching 
the Japa-
nese lan-
guage to 
the young 
American-
born Japanese 

students at the California 
Official Japanese Elementary 
School, located at 2256 Pacific 
Ave, in Alameda, CA. 

For his efforts, he received this tro-
phy in 1926 in appreciation of  his dedi-
cation and hard work. That same year, the 
school decided to move to 2320 Buena Vista 
Ave, next to the Buddhist Temple. And that’s when 
an unlikely pairing joined forces to thwart that 
move. 

The Ku Klux Klan... and the Alameda 
Housewives’ League. If  it wasn’t true, 
it would be laughable.

see 
certificate
page 8
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An early photo of the school’s existence at 2256 Pacific Ave, circa 1916, the year the school began.

Makoto
“Henry”
Takagi



At center is Takuritsu, standing before the school, perhaps in 1915. Note the sign to the left
of the door is for the Japanese Association of Alameda, which was also housed here around this time.

Compare to the photo on the previous page, where the JAA sign is missing.



Mr. Kono would 
be Hikotaro 
“Harry” Kono, 
of  the Alam-
eda Taiiku Kai 
(ATK) baseball 
team. He was 
among the fore-
most of  Issei 
Japanese leaders 
in Alameda at 
the time.

It is unclear why 
this 1926 story 
says ‘seven years 
on Pacific’ when 
it had been there 
10.

July 24, 1926
Nichibei Shinbun

Takuritsu stands at the front of  his classroom, likely from his 
time at the Pacific Ave location, circa 1916-1926.
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The City Board of Education issued the per-
mit on July 7, 1926, nearly two weeks be-
fore the City Council scheduled meeting to 
discuss the KKK and Alameda housewives 
concerns. That permit listed Harry Kono, Mr. 
Nahara, and Mr. Takagi (probably Kumagoro) 
as owners. The contractor was M.H. Fish and 
the job cost $4,500. Regardless of the op-
position, the school made its move to Buena 
Vista Avenue (seen here), and Takuritsu 
would teach there, too.

Note the Japanese Association sign to the 
left of the door, and the Japanese School 
sign to its right. This is the beginning of what 
most people think of as the Alameda Temple 
Gakuen, in October 1926.

“We had individual desks, but at 
one point they had this big room 
and we had long tables, and about 
two or three of us would sit at 
these long tables,” recalled Cook-
ie Takano Takeshita, who attend-
ed the school at 2320 circa 1935. 

There were at least three classrooms inside 
the building. 

Cookie’s father, Yasutaro, was tough on her 
and her brother, Mas, making them speak 
Japanese at home, at the expense of Yas-
utaro learning better English. When Cook-
ie’s friends came over, Yasutaro made them 
speak Japanese, too. The discipline worked. 
Not one to boast, Cookie said “My brother, 
sister and I were the number one students in 
Japanese school.”



The racism fomented by the KKK and 
the Alameda Housewives’ League failed 
to derail the new school building’s con-
struction.

On the 20th anniversary of  its exis-
tence, this trophy was presented to Mr. 
Takuritsu Morita on October 10, 1936 
by the Alameda Gakuyen (Japanese 
school).

The oddity is that Morita was not teach-
ing in Alameda in 1936. The school 
must have thought so highly of  Taku-
ritsu that they awarded him this, even 
though he had moved his family from 
Alameda to Mountain View, CA three 
years earlier, in 1933.

Nichibei Shinbun • October 13, 1926



Morita’s August-September 
1921 graduation certificate 
from the Teacher’s Training 
Institute of San Francisco, 
showed his coursework  
included American Ide-
als, History, Government 
and Civics. He would only 
teach Japanese at the Al-
ameda and Mountain View 
schools, however.

See news article, page 2.

• From the Densho encyclopedia:

On August 2, 1921, the 
Parker Bill went into effect 
that required that teachers 
and administrators at foreign 
language schools be licensed 
by the Superintendent of  
Public Instruction, demon-
strate knowledge of  Ameri-
can history and English lan-
guage skills, and pledge to 
make pupils good and loyal 
American citizens. 
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Fond of  self  portraits, 
Takuritsu was Alameda’s best 
Issei amateur photographer.

He died in 1962.

Special thanks to Woody Mi-
nor, Cookie Takano Takeshi-
ta, and Lynn Dunbar (of  the 
Morita family) for their assis-

tance with this story.


