
Long before Pearl Harbor,” recalled Mike Masaoka of  the JACL* in 1982, “a 
man by the name of  Munson, purportedly representing the State Department and 
White House, came out to the West Coast and he spent three days with Mr. (Sabu-
ro) Kido and me discussing the possibilities of  war. In August, mind you, in 1941, 
and saying that the government wanted to protect all people of  Japanese ancestry 
on the West Coast from any violence if  there should be any kind of  attack or dec-
laration of  war between the two countries.”

Just two months later, a concerned Masaoka contacted a 12-year-old 
Nisei girl from Alameda, CA., named Ikuko Takano, to do her patriotic 
duty, and read the JACL creed over radio station KROW in Oakland.

“There were about four or five men who came over,” Ikuko, later 
known as Cookie, recalled in 2023. “They said that things were not go-
ing to be good for the Japanese people. They asked my father if  I could 
read the creed. I showed my mother to read. “My mother was so proud, 
but she didn’t understand a word of  it! They were 100% Issei. They 
barely spoke English.”

Concerned about her new task, Ikuko went to her grammar school 
teacher for help. “The day before I was to read it, I asked Miss Buck-
ley, I have to read something over the radio, I want to make sure I pro-

nounce everything correctly,” Ikuko said. “She said it was the most beautiful thing she’d ever heard, 
how wonderful, I have to show it to the Principal,” who was so enamored with it he shared it with 
the faculty. “They told the whole faculty. My father was so proud.”

When the Takano family went to their World War II incarceration camp in Amache, Colorado, Iku-
ko’s mother, Ineko, took the creed with her. “After the war, I found it,” Ikuko said. ““My mother 
thought it was important, so I‘m glad she kept it. I have it framed and it sits in the living room.”

Ikuko Takano’s Call to Action

Masaoka 1981

Ikuko “Cookie” Takano
Takeshita in 2022

*Founded in 1929, the Japanese American Citizens League is the oldest and largest Asian American civil rights organization in 
the United States. Photo of Mike Masaoka courtesy of Frank Abe, Densho. Masaoka quote courtesy Resisters.com: click here!

Alamedans during WWII

The JACL creed, addressed to Ikuko and signed by Mike Masaoka.
Cookie read it over the air in October 1941.
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