


Takeno Nakata’s
Alamedans during World War II

incarceration camp artwork

Takeno immigrated from Chi-
ya, Japan to Alameda, CA in 
1920, pregnant with her first 
child, Alice. Two more daugh-
ters followed, Grace (Uriu) 

and Mary (Tomita). The fami-
ly moved to Los Altos in 1938 
or 1939, but Mary stayed in 
Alameda with an uncle.

World War II: “The Japanese 
people had to move out of Al-
ameda sometime in 1942 be-
cause of the naval air station 

there,” said Grace Uriu. “My 
uncle, aunt and my sister, 
Mary, moved in with us. We 
all went to Santa Anita and 
then to Heart Mountain.”

It’s there that Takeno carved 
these wood items.Japanese
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