


We don’t know 
why Haruo Imura 
wore a tuxedo for 

this picture, but 
when the local 

Japanese paper 
calls you the most 
active young man 

in the city of Al-
ameda...in 1931, 

why not?

When the JACL 
started an Alam-

eda office in April 
1932, he was 

elected its tempo-
rary chairman.

But with leader-
ship came respon-

siblities he could 
not have imag-

ined. When Impe-
rial Japan bombed 

Pearl Harbor in 
1941, World War II 

began for Ameri-
cans. As vice 

president of the 
JACL at the time, 
and would assist 
in the evacuation 
of the Japanese 
from Alameda in 

February 1942.

Incarcerated in 
Heart Mountain, 
WY, he married 

Masako Kagawa 
of Los Altos, CA, 
on November 28, 

1944, in what was 
likely a civil cer-

emony held in Bill-
ings, MT.

When World War 
II ended, he re-
turned to Alam-

eda and became 
an accountant for 
the State of Cali-

fornia. He died on 
February 6, 1980.
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