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In Japan, Omiyage is
gift. But what if that gift
was a wife? To be pre-
sented in Americar

Meet Kanjiro and Nat-
suno Inouye, a long-mar-
ried couple of Alameda,

CA.

Natsuno Nakano was a

" young woman, living in

: l‘

Fukuoka, Japan. Kanjiro
lnouye had done Nat-

" suno’s father a favor. Mr.
Nakano, a poor farmer,

" essentially said, “Watashi
B wa okane ga arimasen...

"l do not have any mon-

y...” but he did have a
Ovely daughter.

Omiyage. Natsuno.

The Gift.

-~ “For the women you

have to give them a lot
of credit,” said Jean Hat-
tori Howard, speaking of

“her grandmother, Nat-

suno. “She was 17, what
a scary experience, to go
to another country.”

: hat’s exactly what Nat-
suno did. She married

" Kanjiro on the very day

she arrived in Seattle,
WA., on April 6, 1908.




At least he wasn’t a complete stranget, as
many picture brides were, as she had prob-
ably known Kanjiro back in Fukuoka.

*“Don’t know if bachan
¢ sgrandmother) had much
o say about it...in those

Arranged marriages have been a part of
many countries, including India, Taiwan,
Korea, and the Islamic and Jewish cultures.

Japanese picture brides were a common

~ occurrence when Japanese men first immi-

),

grated to the United States. While any type
of pre-arranged marriage can have its tribu- ‘
lations, it appears to have worked for the

Inouyes.
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From there, they were transferred

to the Amache, Colorado incarcera-
tion camp, as did many Japanese in
Merced. When WWII ended, they
returned to Denair on September 25,

1945 and made their way back to Al-
ameda at some point.

i Form N-405
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
(11-20-53)

ORIGINAL

Despite the family’s wartime experi-
ence, he and Natsuno applied and

were granted their American citizen-
ship in 1953.

Kanjiro died in Alameda in July 1955
at age 72. Natsuno died August 6,
2004 from complications from a
stroke.

Form approved.

(To be retained
by Clerk of Court)

PETITION FOR N

(Under General Provisions of the
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(1) My fuli, true, and correct name is

(Number and

1889

(City or
(4) Tam _-__.IJ-__-_ vears old. (5) I was born on . _3_.-_
th (Day)

njnt)
g
(6) My personal deseription is as follows: Sex _fems €___, complexion _yello
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(gy or lowF (Copnty. district.
and entered the United States at __ M. al I.l.___.:!'.a.n_c.lﬁc.Qo.-

(City or town) (State)

and now resides at ___!!lt_h__lll.e_.o _____________________________________________
(Number and street) (City or town)
at 7ot R S e e certificate No. ____
(Cit town tate
\ (8) 1 have 3"

(Name of vessecl or other means of conveyanoe)

Inouye .

without abb

- . (Full. trus game,
(2) My present place of residence is‘-.?jl@.-.BU.ﬁnﬁ__Y 1515.-.&?:&-.&:_

Lo s e i

married; the name of myXMabr husband is Kan jiro--Inouye - .
,at ...oeattle, Washington

Budget Bureap No. 43-R083.7.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1 0 86 3 0
* "No.

ATURALIZATION

Immigration and Nationality Act)

[

at28n_Frapcisco, Celi

viation, er name which has boen used. must appear hors) -

and any o
A ameaa; &l ®f My occupationis_.__housewife

uaty) (State)

(Year)

W __ , color of eyes -._.DTOWR
vemarks .. AONE

- e e e

(State or country)

,on_January 3, 1883

(Month)

(City or town)

(Year)

tcving‘s. #r State) (Country)
Maille _on --%118?--19&;;}9%;) for permanent residence in the United States

th)

e e e e e e B

(County and State)
o O e ey ; or beca'me a citizen by

and was naturalized on

S -

children; and the name, sex, date and place of birth, and present place of residence of each of said chikdren who is living, are as follows:

Seattle, Washington - ooooeo.

(City or town)

April 6,--1908

(10) Since my lawful admission for permanent residence I havenot been absent from the United States, for a period or periods of 6 months or longer, except as follows:

DEPARTED FROM THE UNITED STATES

| RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES

VESSEL OR OTHER MEANS
oF CONVEYANCE

DATE

PORT (Month, day, year)

VESSEL OR OTHER MEANS
oF CONVEYANCE

DaTE

Porr (Month, day, year)

] T | o o o O | e o o o

Natsuno Inouye’s Petition for Naturalization. When she arrived in Seattle Washington in 1908, her last name
was spelled Inoue, but the last names of her sons and daughter on this document are spelled Inouye. The first
and last name spelling of many Japanese families changed over time in America.
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