
In Japan, Omiyage is a 
gift. But what if  that gift 
was a wife? To be pre-
sented in America?

Meet Kanjiro and Nat-
suno Inouye, a long-mar-
ried couple of  Alameda, 
CA.

Natsuno Nakano was a 
young woman, living in 
Fukuoka, Japan. Kanjiro 
Inouye had done Nat-
suno’s father a favor. Mr. 
Nakano, a poor farmer, 
essentially said, “Watashi 
wa okane ga arimasen… 
I do not have any mon-
ey…” but he did have a 
lovely daughter. 

Omiyage. Natsuno. 
The Gift.

“For the women you 
have to give them a lot 
of  credit,” said Jean Hat-
tori Howard, speaking of  
her grandmother, Nat-
suno. “She was 17, what 
a scary experience, to go 
to another country.”

That’s exactly what Nat-
suno did. She married 
Kanjiro on the very day 
she arrived in Seattle, 
WA., on April 6, 1908. 
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At least he wasn’t a complete stranger, as 
many picture brides were, as she had prob-
ably known Kanjiro back in Fukuoka.

“Don’t know if  bachan 
(grandmother) had much 
to say about it…in those 
days it was a common oc-
currence... an understand-
ing between families,” Jean 
said. 

That understanding would 
bring three sons and a 
daughter, and last more 
than 50 years. “Sad to say 
many “arranged” marriag-
es did not work out,” Jean 
said. 

Arranged marriages have been a part of  
many countries, including India, Taiwan, 
Korea, and the Islamic and Jewish cultures.

Japanese picture brides were a common 
occurrence when Japanese men first immi-
grated to the United States. While any type 
of  pre-arranged marriage can have its tribu-
lations, it appears to have worked for the 
Inouyes.

Kanjiro and Natsuno with son, Fujio, (at left) and daughter, Kazuye, in 1912
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*While Issei were not American citizens and could not serve in the military, they were still required to register for the World War I draft.

Kanjiro Inouye, born Janu-
ary 3, 1883 in Japan, arrived in 
America at age 20 and worked 
as a gardener for 52 years in 
Alameda, CA. 

When he registered* for the 
military draft during WWI, 
the family was living at 1527 
Oak Street. He signed his last 
name as Inoue. It was 1917.

In 1940, his family lived at 
2305 Eagle Ave. Their Eagle 
neighbors included the Nit-
tas, Ihei Matsuokas, George 
Rokutanis, Misuko Hitomis, 
Jack Kanzakis, Mas Takaku-
ras and Walter Irikis. The In-
ouyes attended the Buddhist 
Temple of  Alameda.

During WWII, Kanjiro’s fam-
ily were among the last to 
leave the Merced Assembly 
Center. Merced was perma-
nently closed September 15, 
1942.  On the 16th, they found 
themselves in nearby Denair, 
CA.

see next page



From there, they were transferred 
to the Amache, Colorado incarcera-
tion camp, as did many Japanese in 
Merced. When WWII ended, they 
returned to Denair on September 25, 
1945 and made their way back to Al-
ameda at some point. 

Despite the family’s wartime experi-
ence, he and Natsuno applied and 
were granted their American citizen-
ship in 1953.

Kanjiro died in Alameda in July 1955 
at age 72. Natsuno died August 6, 
2004 from complications from a 
stroke.

Natsuno Inouye’s Petition for Naturalization. When she arrived in Seattle Washington in 1908, her last name 
was spelled Inoue, but the last names of her sons and daughter on this document are spelled Inouye. The first 

and last name spelling of many Japanese families changed over time in America.
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Natsuno in Japan, before she comes to America


