
Nellie stepped carefully out 
of her second story window, 
and perched herself on the 
roof next door to where her 
parents rented an apartment 
in the late 1920s.

It was her personal window 
into the world of 1621 Park 
Street, smack in the middle 
of Japantown in Alameda, 
CA.

“There were storefronts, all 
those barbershops and laun-
dries, the little apartments 
were upstairs,” recalled Nel-
lie’s second daughter, Jo 
Takata, speaking of 1621 and 
Japantown in general. Mod-
ern apartments today can be 
quite spacious, but not 1621. 
“Rooms with a kitchen and a 
bath,” Jo said.

Nellie had a bird’s eye view 
of the alley behind her build-
ing, and also Pacific Court, 
where several Japanese fam-
ilies lived, including friend 
Shizuto Kawamura.

If there is anything that her 
friends would say, is that peo-
ple were drawn to Nellie. Why 
not spend time on the roof, 
overseeing a neighborhood 
filled with her friends, instead 
of being cooped up indoors?

Nellie would be about 15 or 16 years old here, making this photo circa 1928 or 
1929. This picture had to have been shot by a friend on the roof with her. It could 
not have been made from the alley (see page 3). 
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1621 and the buildings next door 
would also be the location for activi-
ties, some not so legal.

Prohibition would not end until 
1933, and Hiroshi Kido recalled see-
ing Issei* men and women walk-
ing up the stairs of these buildings, 
doing their business, then walking 
down with their hand in their coat 
pocket... hiding a flask of booze.

Someone was brewing alcohol up 
there and it attracted the attention 
of Japanese men, including Nellie’s 
father, Yoshio Itahara.

“Papa was well known for making 
plum wine,” said Jo, speaking of 
Yoshio. “Of course, in those days, it 
was bootleg.”

“Taken on the roof where she and 

dad were married,” wrote oldest 
daughter Judy Furuichi, referring 
to the rooftop photo of her mother, 
Nellie. Bill and Nellie were wed in-
side their 1621 apartment on Janu-
ary 19, 1941.

"Dad’s ‘long gun’ is still in the walls 
there (of 1621),” Judy said. “Didn’t 
want to be caught with it!" Bill bur-
ied it inside a wall in his building 
when WWII started and it may still 
be there. Japanese in America had 
to turn their guns into the U.S. gov-
ernment after Pearl Harbor was 
bombed on December 7, 1941.

If only the walls and rooftops could 
talk...

*Issei (“E-say”) are the first Japanese 
to immigrate to America. They would be 
Nellie’s parent’s age group.

Could Nellie really have 
crawled out the window? Sure, 
Nellie’s mother, Hama Itahara, 
scared a prowler out the win-
dow! Nellie’s parents were Yo-

shio and Hama Itahara.
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Below: a composite of Nellie, showing approximately where she was sitting in 
1933 and what the view from the back of 1621 looks like in 2022. The roof she is 
sitting on is just to the right of 1621.



To call Nellie popular would 
be an understatement. 

These news articles, from the same time period as her photo on the roof, 
testify to her involvement with the Japanese Methodist Episcopal church, Al-
ameda’s Japantown community, and even families from out of town.

A search for her name in the Hoji Shinbun Japanese newspaper archive re-
sults in

Is it any wonder that everyone loved Nellie?

M
ar

ch
 1

4,
 1

93
2 

• 
N

ic
hi

be
i S

hi
nb

un

A
pr

il 
15

, 1
93

3 
• 

N
ic

hi
be

i S
hi

nb
un

N
ov

em
be

r 
17

, 1
93

2 
• 

N
ic

hi
be

i S
hi

nb
un

296 entrees.



N
ov

em
be

r 
7,

 1
93

1 
• 

N
ic

hi
be

i S
hi

nb
un



Japanese
American

ALAMEDA

HISTORY PROJECT

1932


