
Love can spring from many a begin-
ning, but rarely does it come from 
meeting a deadline.

“My husband, when he was 14...” said 
Fumiko “Nellie” Itahara, “he came 
from Japan on the last boat, that was 
April 24 (1924)... it was the last boat 
from Japan for people who wanted to 
come here.”

That deadline was set by the United 
States federal government. The 1924 
Immigration Act ended Japanese im-
migration to America.

And that’s how love humbly began for 
Nellie and future husband Shuzo “Bill” 
Takeda.

The Itaharas and Takeda families
knew each other back in Japan. So a 
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relationship already existed. 

“I remember going to meet him on the 
boat,” Nellie recalled. “Then he went 
to Los Angeles and I went through 
high school (in Alameda, CA).”

Los Angeles and Alameda are some 
360 miles apart. Driving time back 
then was easily more than six hours.

“We (Japanese) have match makers. 
You’ve heard of match makers?” Nel-
lie said. “And the very best friend that 
I have now, her mother-in-law and fa-
ther thought that I would be a good 
match for Bill...So that’s how we met.”

Nellie and Bill were married on Janu-
ary 19, 1941... a mere 17 years after 
Bill met his federally-mandated dead-
line.



Shuzo Takeda’s visa, approved of at the 
American Consulate in Yokohama, Japan 
on May 15, 1924, so he could immigrate to 
America at age 14. He boarded the Siberia 
Maru and departed from Kobe harbor the 
next day. Kobe is much closer to Shuzo’s 
hometown of Hiroshima than Yokohama 
(which is near Tokyo).

To read more about the 1924 Immigration Act, go to Densho.org here
and also to the Association of Asian Studies here.

https://encyclopedia.densho.org/Immigration_Act_of_1924/
https://www.asianstudies.org/publications/eaa/archives/japanese-exclusion-and-the-american-labor-movement-1900-to-1924/

