Official California Japanese Elementary School at the

Japanese Association building
2325 Pacific, Alameda, CA. Circa 1916 (the first year of the school’s existence)
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erican citizen 1953. His son,
ujio, and daughter, Kazuye,
pictured below. A gardener,
anjiro died in Alameda in
July 1955.
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' translation of the Japanese

on the sign below

From 1908 to 1915,

the Japanese As-
sociation rented
space at 1614 Park
Street. It moved to
2306 Pacific 1915-
1916, then to the
2256 Pacific Av-
enue location pic-
tured here.

It is at 2256 Pacific
that the Official
California Japa-
nese elementary
School was housed
in the same build-
ing, also begin-
ning 1916. It would
remain here until
1926.

Architecturally,
2256 was ltali-
anate in detail and
style, suggesting it
was originally con-
structed in the late
1860s to 1870s. In
the 1897 and 1910
Sanborn maps, it is
identified as tene-
ments and on the
1934 and 1948 San-
borns as a dwell-



On July 26, 1926, a building permit was issued for the construc- 2256 Pacific was demolished in 1957 for an apartment building.

tion of a new building at 2320 Buena Vista Ave, which adjoins the By an odd coincidence, the building at 2320 Buena Vista met

Buddhist Temple. It signaled the end of the school’s time at 2256. the exact same fate - razed in 1957 for the apartments that are
owned by the temple and exist today (as of 2023).

2320 would be the new location of the Japanese Association, and

also the Temple’s own language school. It is unclear if 2256 Pa- Special thanks to Alameda Historian Woody Minor for this

cific was a part of the Temple. There is no mention of it in the of- information.

ficial Alameda Temple history. It’s possible that 2256 was run by

the Japanese Association.
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SENSEI MORITA’s Trophies

Takuritsu Morita was living in Alameda by 191
Based on the 1916-1926 trophy he received b
low, he was there at the beginning of the Japz
nese School at 2256 Pacific Avenue in 1916.

AJS = Alameda Japanese School
TRM = Takuritsu Morita

The Alam-
, eda Gakuen
celebrates 20

years of service

: on October
10, 1936.

Takuritsu wasn’t
even living in Alam-
eda in ‘36, as he had
moved his family
south to Mountain
View., CA. in 1933.

The Alameda
Gakuen awards
Takuritsu for 11 years
of service, in this
November 1928 trophy.
It oddly conflicts with
the trophy, at left.

He was teaching
Japanese in Moun-
tain View, perhaps

for the same Hok-

ka organization,
hence the need
for yet another
trophy.

1928 minus 11
=1917
(not 1916)




Standing at center is

Takuritsu Morita. Note
the sign to the left of
the front door, “Japa-
nese Association Alam-
eda.”

The sign to the right of
the door is blank, but
will soon say Alameda
Japanese School.

This photo is likely from
the first year of the as-
sociation and school’s
existence, in 1916 at
this address.

This photo is a self por-
trait by Takuritsu Mori-
ta. With his camera on a
tripod, he shot another
picture with this same
group, but without his
presence in that photo.

The Boy Scouts of Alam-
eda had an office in this
building in 1924.
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Makoto “Henry”
Saitaro “Cy” Takagi

Towata

|

' ki : P2 DDRES
v /‘/V,\jc/»?v”_ ? 72;% ‘ﬁ%
RO e
=
Makoto’s sister, & . %@%@ . = \/j?
Natsuko Takagi % g; j/@;,/ 7 &%{7‘9 £ e
- ok F 4
RSB T A

This photo, a postcard addressed

to Takuritsu, says “To Principal

Morita, from Yusa. Alameda EI-

ementary students climbed Mt.

Tamalpais. photo taken in front

of the Observatory, October 28,

19177

AN P

’ 3 «The text'confirms that Morita was
g indeed the principal of the school.
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Another early photo from the school’s existence. :{ e - . i
The left side of the photo was already cut off when it : : ' il -
4 was scanned in 2022, N, A ST o
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Above: Takuritsu Morita with two young students.
Right: Takuritsu stands in what is very likely the interior of the
2256 Pacific Avenue Japanese school, circa 1916-1918.

Special thanks to Lynn Dunbar and the Takuritsu Morita family for photos
and their assistance with this story.
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