


From 1908 to 1915, 
the Japanese As-
sociation rented 
space at 1614 Park 
Street. It moved to 
2306 Pacific 1915-
1916, then to the 
2256 Pacific Av-
enue location pic-
tured here.

It is at 2256 Pacific 
that the Official 
California Japa-
nese elementary 
School was housed 
in the same build-
ing, also begin-
ning 1916. It would 
remain here until 
1926.

Architecturally, 
2256 was Itali-
anate in detail and 
style, suggesting it 
was originally con-
structed in the late 
1860s to 1870s. In 
the 1897 and 1910 
Sanborn maps, it is 
identified as tene-
ments and on the 
1934 and 1948 San-
borns as a dwell-
ing. 

translation of the Japanese 
on the sign below*

Makoto “Henry”
Takagi

Born February 9, 1900 in
San Francisco. He played 
for the ATK baseball team 

and later worked as a 
bookkeeper at a bank.
He died April 16, 1987. Hikaru 

“Scott”
Tsuchiya
Born Decem-

ber 26, 1904 in 
Hawaii. He was 

mostly raised by 
his mother, Aki-
no, as his father 

died young. Scott 
worked for Fujita 
& Co in San Fran-
cisco and he died 

there on June 
29, 1962.

Kanjiro Inouye
Born January 3, 1883, he ar-
rived USA 1903, became an 

American citizen 1953. His son, 
Fujio, and daughter, Kazuye, 

are pictured below. A gardener, 
Kanjiro died in Alameda in 

July 1955. 

Kumagoro Takagi
Born September 27, 1863 
in Fukuoka, Japan, he is 

one of the founders of the 
Buddhist Temple of Alam-

eda, his name is on the 
temple bell. He is Makoto’s 

father. Kumagoro died 
March 3, 1936.
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Kazuye Inouye
 Born Sept 23, 1912 in Alameda. She married 

Yoshiyuki “Mike” Hattori. Their only child is Jean Hattori Howard.

Kazuye worked for Hoyt-Shepston, an import/export company, using the 
language skills she learned at this school to translate between America 

and Japan. Kazuye died on August 6, 2004.

Fujio “Ray”
Inouye

Born January 3, 
1910, he worked 

as a florist in 1940. 
He died in San 

Jose on August 
22, 2008
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Takuritsu Morita was the first school principal in 1916 
through at least 1922. He was also a beloved sensei (in-
structor) there, teaching the Japanese language for 10 

years at this location. Around 1921, he functioned as the 
secretary of the Japanese Association, which was housed 

in the same building. He was the best Issei amateur pho-
tographer in Alameda while he lived in Oakland and then 
Alameda from 1915 to 1933. Born in Ishikawa-ken, Japan 

on December 1, 1887, he died in 1962. 
He is buried in Palo Alto, CA.

1922 Polk address directory

Saitaro “Cy” Towata
Born February 8, 1903, it wouldn’t be that 

long before Cy would be best known as 
one of island’s finest athletes, starring for 

Alameda High School and the Alameda 
Taiiku Kai (ATK) baseball teams. He died 

February 17, 2001.



This photo appears to have been made 
around the time or soon after the image 
on the front page, given the appearance 
of Kazuye Inouye.

On July 26, 1926, a building permit was issued for the construc-
tion of a new building at 2320 Buena Vista Ave, which adjoins the 
Buddhist Temple. It signaled the end of the school’s time at 2256.

2320 would be the new location of the Japanese Association, and 
also the Temple’s own language school. It is unclear if 2256 Pa-
cific was a part of the Temple. There is no mention of it in the of-
ficial Alameda Temple history. It’s possible that 2256 was run by 
the Japanese Association. 

2256 Pacific was demolished in 1957 for an apartment building. 
By an odd coincidence, the building at 2320 Buena Vista met 
the exact same fate - razed in 1957 for the apartments that are 
owned by the temple and exist today (as of 2023).

Special thanks to Alameda Historian Woody Minor for this 
information.



SENSEI MORITA’s Trophies
Takuritsu Morita was living in Alameda by 1915. 
Based on the 1916-1926 trophy he received be-
low, he was there at the beginning of the Japa-
nese School at 2256 Pacific Avenue in 1916.

     AJS = Alameda Japanese School
     TRM = Takuritsu Morita

The Alameda 
Gakuen awards 
Takuritsu for 11 years 
of service, in this 
November 1928 trophy. 
It oddly conflicts with 
the trophy, at left. 

1928 minus 11 
= 1917 
(not 1916)

The Alam-
eda Gakuen 

celebrates 20 
years of service 

on October 
10, 1936.

Takuritsu wasn’t 
even living in Alam-

eda in ‘36, as he had 
moved his family 

south to Mountain 
View., CA. in 1933.

He was teaching 
Japanese in Moun-
tain View, perhaps 
for the same Hok-

ka organization, 
hence the need 
for yet another 

trophy. 



Standing at center is 
Takuritsu Morita. Note 
the sign to the left of 
the front door, “Japa-
nese Association Alam-
eda.”

The sign to the right of 
the door is blank, but 
will soon say Alameda 
Japanese School.

This photo is likely from 
the first year of the as-
sociation and school’s 
existence, in 1916 at 
this address.

This photo is a self por-
trait by Takuritsu Mori-
ta. With his camera on a 
tripod, he shot another 
picture with this same 
group, but without his 
presence in that photo.

The Boy Scouts of Alam-
eda had an office in this 
building in 1924.

Takuritsu



This photo, a postcard addressed 
to Takuritsu, says “To Principal 
Morita, from Yusa. Alameda El-
ementary students climbed Mt. 
Tamalpais. photo taken in front 
of the Observatory, October 28, 
1917.”

The text confirms that Morita was 
indeed the principal of the school.

Takuritsu

Makoto “Henry” 
Takagi

Makoto’s sister, 
Natsuko Takagi

Saitaro “Cy”
Towata



Another early photo from the school’s existence. 
The left side of the photo was already cut off when it 

was scanned in 2022.

Shujiro 
Nakano

Shigeko
Iwaihara
b. 1911

Fujio “Ray”
Inouye
b. 1910
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Above: Takuritsu Morita with two young students.
Right: Takuritsu stands in what is very likely the interior of the 

2256 Pacific Avenue Japanese school, circa 1916-1918.

Special thanks to Lynn Dunbar and the Takuritsu Morita family for photos 
and their assistance with this story.
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