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This article was in the Pittsburgh paper the day
the Japan-at-Pitt seminar finishedy,

F’nday, June 29, 1984

July 29, 1984

* T~ Dear Mrs. Uyehara:

— e — ——

Court finds murderer guilty
of violating victim’s rights |

I)ET}NWYT—a A white man who beat a man of
Chinese descent to death with a baseball bat in a
barroom fx ght that started over ethnic slurs was
found 511)) of violating the victim's civil I'"‘Ls
t t the federal court jury freed a second
defendant.

Ronald Ebens, 44, and his stepson, Michazel
Nitz, 25, had been ch qbd in the x“ 2 be ating
,c1fﬁ of Vincent C in, whom they had mistaken
for T1pﬂ rese. Wit es said the {wo b]chlpu CLlﬂ
for putting Amcncan automobile workers out of
work.

. Witnesses testified the men accoqted Chin, 27,
im'a bar where he was celebratmg his upcoming
marriage.

Ebens was found guilty of beating Chin to
death, a violation of Chin’s civil nghts under
federal law, but he and Nitz were acquitted of
conspiring to violate Chin’s rights. Nitz was also

acquitted of the charge that he violated Chin's.-

civil rights by participating in the beating.-
Ebens had ﬂleaded guilty and Nitz no contest
to a reduced charge of manslaughter in February
1983 in state court. Wayne County Circuit Judge
Charles S. Kaufman sentenced each to three
years on probation and fined them $3,780.
Outrage in the Asian community led to a

federal grand jury investigation, which returned

the civil rights indictments. >3
The maximum sentence Ebens could recexve is
life imprisonment. . %9 :

| was a member of the Japan-at-
Pitt seminar at the University
of Pittsburgh, to which you spoke

on the 28th of June. | had al-
ready been somewhat interested
in the issue of the imprisonment
of the Japanese-Americans during
e ————————————————— the Second World War. | grew up
Mﬁwummumm#mﬂhﬁmw—_www—”mw—wi in the South and | think | know
something about the nature of
racial prejudice, and | am certain in my own mind that it

was entirely, or at least primarily, a matter of prejudice
against a racial minority which caused this shameful event.

| am not trying to associate myself in discrimination as a
victim, for | am a Caucasian, &2 when | say | think | &mcy
something about the nature of prejudice, it as from the point
of view of the privileged side.

Shortly after | returned home from Pittsburgh,| came on
the enclosed booklet, one of a series known commonly as the
""Bobbs-Merrill series.'" | believe they are out of print now,

but if you wanted topies, possibly the address at the bottom
of the second attached page might do. |I'm sending you an ex
tra copy of page |1 in case you want to share with someone
else interested in the same subject. The Bobbs-Merrill series
reprints important articles about history from various jour-
nals, and you can see that this one comes from The Yale Law
Journal, so it would be easy to get copies or refer anyone
else to the article, in case you had not already known about
it., Since you specialize in the field, | expect you were al-
ready aware of this article, but | thought just iIn case you
were not, you might like a copy.

Slncerely ours,
al%kif*
Willlam H Gallier
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‘articies designed for convenient use by student

; .and professionals in the field of history.. Pub.
“lished by the College Division. :
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THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CASES—A DISASTER
EUGENE V. ROSTOWTt
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“He [the King of Great Britain] has affected to render the Mili-
tary independent of and superior to the Civil Power."

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

“War is too serious a business to be left to generals."

CLEMENCEAU
Y
A

OUR war-time treatment of Japanese aliens and citizens of Japanese
descent on the West Coast has been hasty, unnecessary and mistaken.
The course of action which we undertook was in no way required or
justified by the circumstances of the war. It was calculated to produce

both individual injustice and deep-seated social maladjustments of a
cumulative and sinister kind.!

t Professor of Law, Yale University.

The following short-form citations will be used: ToLAN COMMITTEE HEARINGS: Hear-
sngs before House Select Commiliee Investigating National Defense Migralion pursuant to H.
Res. 113, 77th Cong., 2d Sess. (1942); ToLAN COMMITTEE REPORTS (Preliminary) and
(Fourth Interim): H. R, Rep. No. 1911 (Preliminary Report and Recommendations) and
H. R. REP. No. 2124 (Fourth Interim Report), 77th Cong., 2d Sess. (1942); DEWITT FINAL
REPORT: U. S. ARMY, WESTERN DEFENSE ComMAND, FINAL REPORT, JAPANESE EVACUA-
TION FROM THE WEST CoAsT, 1942 (1943, released 1944),

1. . See Message from the President of the United States, Segregation of Loyal and
Disloyal Japanese in Relocation Centers, Report on S. Res. 166, 78th Cong., 1st Sess., S.
Doc. No. 69 (1943): ToLAN COMMITTEE REPORTS (Preliminary and Fourth Interim);
McWiLLiAMS, PREJUDICE (1944); McWILLIAMS, WHAT ABoUT OUR JAPANESE AMERICANS
(1944); LEicuTON, THE GOVERNING OF MEN (1945); An Intelligence Officer, The Japanese
in America: The Problem and the Solution (1942) 185 HARPER'S 489; Miyamoto, Immigranis
and Citizens of Jupanese Origin (1942) 223 ANNALS 107; Fisher, What Race Baiting Costs
America (1943) 60 CarisTIAN CENTURY 1009; Heath, What About Hugh Kiino? (1943) 187
HARPER'S 450; “'Issei, Nisei, Kibei" (April 1944) 29 FORTUNE 8; Bellquist, Report on the
Question of Transferring the Japanese from the Pacific Coast (1942) 29 ToLAN COMMITTEE
HEARINGS 11240; La Violette, The American-Born Japanese and the World Crisis (1941) 7
Can. J. Econ. & Pov. Scr. 517; Redfield, The Japanese-Americans, in OGBURN (ed.),
AMERICAN SocieTY IN WARTIME (1943) 143; Stonequist, The Restricted Citizen (1942) 223
ANNALS 149,

The War Relocation Authority has compiled an admirable bibliography on Japanese
and Japanese Americans in the United States; Parts I and II were published November 7,
1942, and Part I11 August 14, 1943. The Pacific Cilizen, a newspaper published in Salt Lake
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Reprinted from THE YALE'LAW JOURNAL, Vol. 54, No. 3, June, 1945

Copyright, 1945, Yole Low Journal Company, Inc. . All rights reserved
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ADDITIONAL ARTICLES OF INTEREST

IN
CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY AND LAW -

. Adalr, “The Tenth Federalist Revisited.”

Corwm "The Basic Doctrine of American Constitutional Law.”

Corwin, “The Dred Scott %cwon in the Light of Contemporary Legal Doctrmes o

Corwin, “The 'Higher Law' ac«prmmd of /\merncan Constitutional Law."

Corwin, "The Passing of Dual Federalism.'

Davis, ‘The Trans ormation of the Federal Trade Commission, 1914-1929."

Farmnd The Judiciary Act of 1801."”

Frankfur’er ‘The Supreme Court in the Mirror of the Justices.”

Graham, " 'The Conspiracy Theory' of the Fourteenth Amendment.”

Hamilton, "The Path of Due Process of Law."”

Hofstadter, “Beard and the Const tution: The History of an Idea.”

Hurst, The Release of rnergy

Hyman Sogregw"on and the Fourteenth Amendment.”

Koch and Ammon, “The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutlons An Episode in Jeffer-
son’s and Ma r"son s Defense of Civil Liberties.”

Lerner, “Constitution and Court as Symbols.”

Levy, “Li berty and the First Amendment: 1790-1800."

Lovejoy, “Rights lmpy Equality: The Case Against Admiralty Jurisdiction in
America, 1764-1776."

Mason, “The Supreme Court: Temple and Forum.”

McDona!d, “The Anti-Federalists, 1781-1789."

Mendelson, “Dred Scott's Case—Reconsidered.”

Mendelson, “Judicial Review and Party Politics.”

Nathanson, “The Communist Trial and the Clear-and-Present Danger Test."”

Pound, “Liberty of Contract.”

Rostow “The Japanese American Cases—A Disaster."”

Ros!ow, “The Democratic Character of Judicial Review."

Smith, “The Sedition Law, Free Speech and the American Political Process.”

. Stern, “The Commerce Clause and the National Economy, 1933-1946," Part I.

. Stern, “The Commerce Clause and the National Economy, 1933-1946,” Part |1,
Thayer, “The Origin and Scope of the American Doctrine of Constitutional Law."”
Warren, “Legislative and Judicial Attacks on the Supreme Court of the U.S."
Warren, “New Light on the History of the Federal Judiciary Act of 1789."

* 50 cents each. ** 75 cents each.
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