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Japanese American Citizens League

5415 NORTH CLARK STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60640
(312) 728-7170

WILLIAM J. YOSHINO
REGIONAL DIRECTOR

COMMISSION ON WARTT £ RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS ACT

Redress legislation has been introduced in both the House and Senate.
The Senate bill, S. 1647, was sponsored by Senators Daniel Inouye,
Spark Matsunaga, S.T. Hayakawa, Alan Cranston, Frank Church and
James McClure. The House bill, H.R. 5499, was co-sponsored by

Jim Wright, Peter Rodino, Norman Mineta, and Robert Matsui. The
bills are entitled, "Commission on Wartime Relocation and Intern-
ment of Civilians Act," and are in similar language.

The Senate bill, introduced on August 2, 1979, has been referred to
the Govermmental Affairs Conmittee. The House bill, introduced on
September 28, 1979, has been referred to the Judiciary subcamittee
on Administrative Law and Governmental Relations.

Action Requested:

1. Write letters to your Representatives and Senators requesting
their support of the respective bills.

2. Write to the menbers of the Senate Governmental Affairs Com—
mittee and the "~1se subcomittee on Administrative Law and
Governmental Re=lztions urging immediate hearings on the
respective bills. (Enclosure)

Enclosed are the following:

Copy of H.R. 5449

Copy of S. 1647

Illinois Congressional list.
Congressional comnittee list.

Senate address: United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

House address: House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

National Headquarters, San Francisco, California
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H.R. 5500. A bill for the relief 'of Maximo
Mudut Lsgdao; to the Commlittee on the
Judiclary. -
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H.R. 182: Mr. EuTTO. - - .
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Mr. Russo, |
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By Mr. INOUYE (for himself Mr.
MaTsunca, Mr. Havaxawa, Mr.
Craxsron, Mr. McCrLonz, and
Mr. CrURcE) : ,

8. 1647. A bill to establish a commis-
sion to gather facts to delermine
whether any wrong was committed
against those American citizens: and
permanent resident aliens affected by
Executive Order 9066, and for other
purposes; 1o the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND

ENTERMENT OF CIVILIANS ACT

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, 1 am
introducing legisiation today on behalf
of Benator MaTsUNAcA, Benator HaYa-
KAWL, Benator Craxstox, Benator Mc-
CiLure, Benator Crvurce, and myself
which would establish & Commission on
Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians.

The purpose of the Commission would
be Lo gather facts to determine whetner
& wTong was done to those American citi-
zens and permanent resident aliens af-
fected by Executive Order 9066 and/or
other associated acts of the Federal Gov-
ernment. In addition, if the Commissign
determines that a wrong was done and
if it decides that any remedy is appro-
priate at this time, it would then recom-
mend the form and extent of suck
remedy. ;

On Februsry 19, 1842, President
Franklin Roosevelt issued Executive Or-
der 9066 This order authorized the
military commander to exclude any and
all persons from areas that he considered
militarily sensitive, as well as granting
the military commander suthority to
house those evacusted. : ; :

Gen. John DeWitt of the Weslern De-
fense Command issued a public procla-
mation on March 2, 1942 Those affected
by this order were compelled to leave
the wesiern half of California, Oregon,
and Washington, as well as the southern
half of Arizona. They were given a shart
period In which they could comply with
the evacustion order voluntarily. Short-
ly after this, DeWitt announced that
the eastern half of the west coast States
would be evacuated as well, and that no
further voluniary relocation would be
.ug‘mﬁtmeb'usb. the War Relocation
Authority was formed to establish a
or the removil relocation,

g‘:m: un,,fc,_ and supervision of those

evacuated.

These American citizens and perma-
nent resident aliens were first placed In
temporary relocation centers located
throughout Anzona, California, Oregon,
and Washing“on. Finally, 10 mass re-
Jocation centers were erected in Arizona,
Arkansas, Csalifornia, Colorado, Idaho,
Utah, and Wyoming. Similar centers
were established iIn the territory of

Hawail. Approximately 120,000 Ameri-.

can citizens and permanent resident
aliens spent an average of 2% to 3 years
in these camps. -~ .

I expect ti.s. one guestion which the
Commission may contend with s
whether Executive Order 9066 and asso-
ciated scts of the Government can be
justified as measures that were neces-
sary for the security of our Nation.

A second guestion the Commission
might consic.r is whether relocation
and internment were required to pro-
tect those affected against wartime
hysteria.

A third question that may come to
the attention of the Commission is
whether the loss and pain (f any),
experienced by those affected merits
remedy at this time,

I believe that a Presidential Commis-

sion should reckon fully with this matter.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of this bill be printed
fn the Recomp. ; 7

There being no objection, the bill wes
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, &S
follows: -
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Be # enactet by the Senate end House of
Representatives of the United BStates o0f
Awmerica tn Congress sssembled,

- SHORTY TITLE

SscTION 1. This Act may be cited as the
=Commission on Wartime Relocation and
Internment i° Civilians Act™.

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

BSec. 2. (8) The finds that—

(1) spproximately 120000 civilians were
relocated and detsined in internment camps
pursuant to Executive Order 9066, dated
Pebruary 19, 1942, and other associated ects
of the Pedera) Government; and _

{2) po ingulry into this matter har been
made.

(b) It is the purpose of this Act 1 estad--

lish & factfinding commission to d ine
whether & wrong was oormmitted sinst
those American citize:s ond permaneut resi-
dent aliens relocstec snd/or interned a: &
sesult of Executive C Ser 9066 and other
amocisted acts of the Federal Government,
and to recommend appropriste remedies

ESTABLISHNENT OF COM RISSION

Szc. 3. () There is estadlished the Com-
nhs:on: on Wartime Relocation and Intern-
ment of Civilians (herelnafter referred
th:b“('bmmhdcn"). -

) The Commission shall be composed of
fifteen members, who shall be
follows: | Bgb samic i

(1) Eleven members shall be appointed
the President. i o

(2) Two Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives shall be appointed by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives. g
& ")mmud bl;embeu of the Benate ghall be

ppo the President pro tem
the Senate. ; P ' S O"

(c) The term of office for members shall be
for the liTe of the Commission. A vacancy in
the Commission shall not affect its powers,
and shall be filled in the same manner in
which the original! appointment was made.

(d) The first meeting of the Commission

shall be called by the President within sixty
days following the date of enactment of this

(e) Eight members of the Commission
shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser num- .
ber may hold hearings.

(f) The Commission shall elect a Chalr-
man and Vice Chairman from among iis
members. The term of office of each shall be
for the life of the Commission

-{g) Each member of the Commission who
is not otherwise employed by the United
States Government shall receive compensa-
tion at & rate equal to the daily rate pre-
scribed for GS-18 under the General Sched-
ulg contained in section 5332 of title §, Dnited
Btates Code. including traveltime, for each
day he or she is engaged in the actual per-
formance of his or her duties as & member
of the Commission. A member of the Com-
mission who is an officer or employee of the
DUnited States Government shall serve with-
out additional compensation All members
of the Commission shall be reimbursed for
travel, subsistence, . and other necessary ex-
penses incurred by them in the performance
of their duties.

BUTIES OF THI COMMISEON

Bzc. 4. (a) It shall be the duty of the Com-
mission 1o gather facts to determine whether
s wrong was commitied against those Ameri-
ean citizens and permanent resident aliens
who were subjected to relocation and/or in-
tarnment by the issuance of Executive Order
9800 and other associated acts of the Ped-
e Government ;

(b) The Commission sball hold public
bearings in Los Angeles, Ban FPrancisco, and
Presno. California; Portland, Oregon; Beattle,
Washington; Pboenix. Arizons: Balt Lake
City. Utah; Denver. Colorado. Chicago, Ili-
pols: New York, New York, Washingtion DC;
and apy other city that the Commission
édoems necessary and proper.

(¢) The Commission shall submit & written
Fecord of its findings and recommendations
to Congress not later than eighteen months
after the date of the enactment of this Act.




POWIRS OF THI COMMIESION
Bec. B (2) The Commission or. on the au-

thorizgtion of the Commission. any subcom-

mities or member thereof. may. for the pur-
pose of carrying out the provisions of this
Act. Dbold such bearings and sit and st at
such times and places, and reguest the at-
tendance and testimony ©f such witnesses
and the productiod af such books, records,
corTespondence, memoranda, papers. and
@ocuments 83 the Commission or such sub-
commitiee orf member may deem advisable.

(®) The Commission may soquire dlrectly’

from the bead of any department, agency, in.
@ependent Instrumentality, or other suthor-
ity of Ibe executive branch of the Govern-
ment, srallable Information which the Com-
mission considers useful in the discharge of

its doties All departments, agencies, and In-

dependent instrumentalities or other author-
fties of the executive branch of the Govern-
ment ghall cooperate with the Commission
and furnish all information requested by the
Commission to the extent permitted by haw,
ADMINISTRATTVE PROVISIONS

Sec. 6§ The Comrmission is suthorized to—
" (1) sppolnt and fix the compensation of
Suck personnel as may be necessary, with-
out regard to the provisions af title 5, United
BStates Code, governing appolntments in the
competitive mervice. and without regard to
the provisions of chapter 8] and subchapter
IT ©of chapter 63 of such title relafling to
classification and Geperal Bchedule pay
rates;

(2) obtaio the services of experts and con-
sultants in accordance with the prorisions
of section 3108 of title §, United States
Code;

(3) enter into agreements with the Gen-
eral Bervices Administration for procure-

ment of nececsary financia) and administra-
tive services, for which payment shall be
made by reimbursement from funds of the
Commission in such amounts as may be
agreed upon by the Cheairman and the Ad-
ministrator of General Servlos‘ :

(¢) procure supplies, services¥and prop-
erty, and make contracts, without regard
to the laws and procedures applicable to
Pedera! agencies; and .

(6) enter into corntracts with Federal or
State agencies, private Srms, institutions,
and agencies for the conduct of research or
surveys, the preparation of reports, and other
activities pecessary to the dischares of its
duties.

REFORT AND TERMINATION

Bzc. 7. (a) The Commissioner shall, within
eighteer months from the date of enact-
ment of this Act, transmit s final repart o
the President and the Congress concerning
fts actions and its findirgs and recommen-
dations. -

(b) The Commission sball cease to exist
on the date six months from the date It
trangmits the final report unless exiended
by a subsequent Act of Congress.

AUTHORIZTATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Sz 8. Thers are suthorized 10 be appro-
pristed spch sums &s may be Decessary to
carry out the provisions of this Act

Mr. MATSUNAGA. Mr. President, 1
am happy to join the senior senator from
Hawaii, Mr. Inovrr, in introducing to-
day legislation which provides for the
creation of a commission to and
report on the internment of more than
110,000 Americans of Japanese ancesiry
and their families during World War IL

Although historians and many Ameri-
cans have long recognized the intern-
ment of the Japanese Americans as &
black page In American history, the Ped-
eral Government itself has yet 10 ac-
knowledge the wrong which was com-
mitted in complete disregard of due
process of law,

The provosed Jegislation 4 pot »
*“redress™ bill. It merely provides for an
objective, unblased study, to be con-
ducted by & commission of falr-minded
Americans to determine whether or not
redress is warranted. In the event that
the proposed study commission deter-
mines that some form of compensation
is owed to Japanese Americans who were
interned durinig World War II, the Con-
gress would still have an opportunity
to review the Commission's findings and
to establish the amount of compensation
which should be paid, tf any.

Mr: President, s Federal review o1 the
internment, -during World War IL of
Japanese Americans ' under Executive
Crder 9066, is long overdue.’ Although
many of the Issei—first generation Japa-
nese Americans—have died since the end
of the war, the mass imprisonment of {n-
nocent Japanese Americans, who were
guilty of no erime, remains the single
most drarsatic and disturbing experi-
ence in the lives of many Nisel—second
generation Americans of Japanese an-
cestry. i

More importantly, their-children, the
Bansel, have started to ask questions
about the intermnment of their parents
and grandparents in American-style
concentration campe, complete .with
barb-wire fences, waich towers and
armed guards. Why did they not “pro-
test” when the US. G:"ernment herded

them into concentration camps? If the
Government was wrong, why has not the
wrong been admitted and laid to rest
forever? Why do not our parents talk
about what happened to them during
World War II? Did -*hey commit any
‘erimes they are asharued to talk about?

Mr. President, answers to these ques-
tions have never been provided by the
Government which -committed the act
against the Japanese Americans, now
being recognized as being a mistake, if
not wrongful. The proposed study com-
‘mission would be mandated to Jook into
these questions and provide answers.
Whether or not “redeess” is ever pro-
vided, I believe that -the findings of the
proposed study Commission will be valu-
able In and of themselves. I therefore
urge the Senate to give early, favorable
consideration to the resolution which we
have introduced today. -

Mr. McCLURE. Mr. President, I con-

Mr. President, T cannot belp but think
of the perhaps coincidental events the
comments by my collesgue bhave brought

g

will be dedicating & memorial
doks Relocation Center, re-
people of Idaho and, hope-
e Nation of the injustice that
of the finest citizens of
emotional aftermath
beginning of World War IT and
bogbing of Pear] Barbor. The Mini-
ka Relocation Center was one of those
In which Japanese citizens, as
people of Japanese ancestry who
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mind. In Jess than 3 ‘weeks in-

not citizens, were interned by our.

country, on the part of 5o

ple toward some others of ?&f&?‘;{,’&‘;
Japanese people remain loyal They nev
Jost thelr faith in this country. They .
main among some aof . .
that we have the best citizens

I commend my {riend from Hawall for
this Jegislation and for the comments he
has just made,

Mr. MATSUNAGA. Mr. President, I

thank .the Benator from Idaho for hig
most generous remarks. I appreciate his
calling to the attention of the Benate the
fact that the Btate of Idaho is putting yp
s memorial to the Japanese Americans
who were interned at Minidoka.
- 'Mr. HAYAEAWA. Mr. President, I am
Jolning my colleagues from Hawall Ben-
ators InoUrE ANd MATSUNAGA, In the In-
troduction of the Commission on War-
time Relocation and Internment of Civi-
fans Act. This Jegislation will establish
a Presidential commission to gather facts
in order to determine whether any wrong
was committed by our Government
sgainst those American citizens and per-
manent residents who  were relocated
during World War II as a result of Ex-
ecutive Order 9066.

Executive Order 9066 was issued in
February of 1942 and permitted the Fed-
era]l] Government to relocate those Jap-
anese-American citizens and residents
living on our west coast. They were re-
moved to relocation camps to insyre that

they could not aid our wartime enemy,
Japan.

During recent months there has been
8 great desal of discussion about & pro-
posal to provide reparations payments.
to those people who were interned in the
relocation camps—a proposal which has
generated s large amount of controversy.
It has focused our attention again on &
subject which has been sensitive to the
people of the United States.

My colleagues and I are calling for the
establishment of a fact-finding commis-
sion in order to carefully investigate the
question of wrongdoing by the Federal
Government, and to make recommenda-,
tions on the possible need for remedies.
Nearly 40 years have passed since Execu-
tive Order 9066 was issued and a thor-
ough Jook at the facts is Jong overdue.

Our legislation calls for the appoint-
ment of a 15-member commission. Eleven
members will be appointed by the Pres!-
dent, and the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House
will -each appoint two members. The
Commission will be given the duty to
gather facts to determine whether &

_wrong was committed aguinst those
American citizens and resident aliens
who were relocated and interned &s &
result of Executive Order 9066 and other
associated acts of the Federal Govern-
ment. A final report of the Commission’s
findings and recommendations will be
transmitted to the President and the
Congress within 18 months of the
ment of this legislation. :

Y urge my collesgues to join us In g‘”
effort and enact the Wartime Reloca ;_tn
and Internment of Civilians
promptly.




UNITED STATES SENATE

Hon. Charles H. Percy

United States Senate

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 4321
Washington, D.C. 20510

Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson

United States Senate

Russell Senate Office Building, Room 456
Washington, D.C. 20510

UNITED STATES HOUSE.OF REPRESENTATIVES

Room numbers with 3 digits are in the Cannon HOB, 4 digits beginning with 1
are in the Longworth HOB, 4 digits beginning with 2 are in the Rayburn HOB.

Ex. Hon. John Anderson
Member of Congress |
Longworth House Office Building, Room 1101
Washington, D.C. 20515

John Anderson 1101 Edward R. Madigan

Frank Annunzio 2303 : Robert H. Michel

Cardiss Collins 2438 Fhrer—3—Mikyg

Tom Corcoran 1107 Moraan F. Murphy
Daniel B. Crane 509 George M. 0'Brien

Phillip M. Crane 1035 Melvin Price

Edward Derwinski 1401 Tom Railsback
John Erlenborn 2265 Dan Rostenkowski

John G. Fary 1121 Martin Russo

Ppaul Findlay 2113 Paul Simon_
Henry Hyde - 1203 Bennett M. Stewart

Robert McClory 2469 Sidney R. Yates

HAVE CO-SPONSORED




House:

Governmental Affairs

George Danielson, CA, Chairman
Romano Mazzoli, KY

William Hughes, N.J.

Herbert E. Harris, IL

Senate: Governmental Affairs

Abraham Ribicoff, CA Chairman
Henry Jackson, WA

Thomas Eagleton, MO

Lawton Chiles, FL

Sam Nunn, GA

John Glenn, OH

Jim Sasser, TE

David Pryor, AR

Carl levin

Judiciary Subcommittee on Administrative Law and

Michael Barnes, MD
Carlos J. Moorhead, CA
Robert McClory, IL
Thomas Kindness, OH

Charles Percy, IL

Jacob Javits, NY

William V. Roth, Jr. Del.
Ted Stevens, Alaska
Charles Mathias, Jr., MD
John Danforth, MO
William S. Cohn, ME

David Durenburger, MN
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