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Backers See Obstacles to Compensatlou of Japanese- Amerlcans

Sy inl e The Mew Youh Tirewey

CHICAGO, June 17 — It might take
p o six years for Congress (o act on a
ederal study commission’s recom-
wendation that Japancse-Americans
ho were interned in World War 11 be
mpensated, Representative Norman
. Mineta, Democrat of California, said
wJay.

M:r Mincta, who himself was in-
smed with his lamily at the age of 10,
poke at a news conlerence that focused
n antl-Asian prejudice. "1 believe
sese recommendations will serve as a
gwerful vehicle, but | am bracing for
ae imminent controversy which shall
illow," he said, referring to *'the fact
hat our economic difficulties and ten-
ions over international trade has been
ccompanied by sharp and da crous
icrenses in prejudice’ against Amerd.
ans of Asian ancest
"l ean't give a delinitive answer on

Mincta sald of the recommendations
issued Thursday by the Commission on
Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians Withoul Legislation.
The commission requested that a
total of $1.5 billion be appropriated by
Congress for compensation, which
would include payments of $20,000 to
each of the 60,000 surviving former
risoners. The commission was estab-
ﬂshm by Congress in 1980

Mr. Mineta said Congress might hold
hearings on the report soon or delay
“until some legisiative vehicle is drawn
up.” He estimated that the long process
between drafting legislation and win-
ning final passage would take live to six
years,

“"We must not let debale focus on the
issue of reparations alone,” he added.
“Most people in our country are not
even aware of the fact that the Ameri-
can Government ever illegally impris-

ow Congress will deal with this,” Mr.
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oned more than 100,000 U.S. citizens and

law-abiding emigrants, That Is a fact
which must be learned.""

It takes little imagination to galn a
sense of Lthe wronpg which was commit.
ted,” he said. “"How many peuple in
America would fail to cringe al the
prospect of losing one two or three
years of their lives In a prison camp?
We must point out that the commis-
sion's recommendations do not include
any attempt to estimate the immeas.
urable losses incurred at such a loss of
freedom and honor."*

‘A New Rocism on the Rise’

The news conlerence, sponsored by
the American Jewish Committee’ s In-
5t|1uie on P

Ethnicity in Education, was called to
draw allenlion to the rising sentiment
against nnd physical attacks on Ameri-
cans ol Asian ancestry. Representa-
tives of civil rights, ethnir, education

and labor organizations were present in
what one participant called “a mutual
support system."’

"There i5 a new racism on the rise in
America,’ suglclgnnie Seals of lllinojs
Enn Ill ‘a racism horn ol a coun-

|islur}r of uneven treatment of
Minn Americans, and exacerbated by
a nagging recession, persistent unem-
loyment, and competition for existing
ﬁ:h! in hard-hit industries.”

“Decause they are a visible minori-
ty,” she sald, Asian Americans “be-
come casy targets for those who seck
economic and political scapegoats.”

The state of the automobile industry
has made the problem especially acule
in Detroit, Some owners of Japancse-
made cars have reporied that their
windshields were smashed while they
were wailing at intersections.

Last June 19 Vincent Chin, a 27-year-
old American of Chincse descent, was
bludgeoned te death with a basehall bat

said that the outcome would be

by an unemployed auto worker and h1
sun, According to the Tather, Ronald
Ebens, they told Mr. Chin, “It's be
cause of you,” and wsed an obacenity
“that we're out of work."” Mr. Chin"
last words were, "It isn't fair.""

Mr. Ebens and his son, Michael Nilz
were sentenced to three years' proba
tion and were cach fined §3,000, 10 v
paid at a rate of $125 a month. The dec|
sion has enraged Asian-Americans am
clvil rights groups around the country

Supporters In Congress

WASHINGTON, June 17 (Reuters) —
Senator Alan Cranston, Democrat ol
California, said today that he would In
troduce legislation next week to provid
the compensation recommendid by the
commission. An alde to Senator Cran
ston, who Is & Presidential candidate
“haz
ardous to predict.”

Prejudice against
Japanese assailed

JAPhHE.’oE PROTEST: A cunhtmn of nthmc civil

rights and religious leaders Friday deplored “a rising tide
of racial prejudice” ogainst Jopanese-Americans caused
by U.S. economic conllicts with Japan. The group, coordi-
nated by the American Jewish Committee, began a legal
and public relations campoign to combat “this savage,
senscless breed of hate.” Joyce Tucker, state director ol
human relations for the committee, said she will hold
hearings this fall “on the problems being experienced by
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A coalition of ethnie, civil rights and religious leaders
Friday deplored what they said is “a rising tide of racial

By Charles Nicodemus

prejudice” against Japancse-Amcricans caused by this
country’s economic conflicts with Japan.

The group, coordinated by the American Jewish Com-
mittee, launched a legal and public relations campaign to
combat “this savage, senseless breed of hate.”

Joyce Tucker, state direclor of human relations, told a
press conference in the American Jewish Commitiee’s
headquarters, 55 E. Jackson, she will hold hearings this
fall “on the problems being experienced by Asian-Ameri-
cans because of discrimination.”

Rep. Norman Y. Mineta (D-Calif.) noted that on
Thursday a federal commission recommended that Japa-
nese-Americans interned during World War 1l receive
reparations a8 high as $1.5 billion. Mineta said he hopes
the recommendation “will not fan the flames of preju-
dice™ apainst Japanese-Americans,
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