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O: C iye To ihiro, Henry Tanaka, Grayce Uyehara 

FRO: Bill Yoshino 

ague 

Today I had lunch with David Roth, the national ethnic 
liaison for the American Jewish Committee, at which time he 
informed me that he had responded to Grayce's action alert 
to contact the various congressmen and senators. Prior to 
this David had contacted me regarding the contents of the 
letter he was drafting for delivery to the members of the 
Illinois Ethnic Consultation. The enclosed letter with 
additional enclosures was sent to all the officers of the 
Illinois Ethnic Consultation and approximately 70 
organizations. David indicated that there would be followup 
to this mailing. 
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55 Eas Jae son Boulevard• Suite 1880 • Chicago Illinois 60604. (312) 663-5400 

June 29, 1987 

LERTl ETH IC ACTION ALERT! 

O · Consultation and ethnic leaders 

F O : Joe Frattaroli 

RE: Support for Senate Bill 1009 and House Bill 442 
on Redress for Japanese Americans 

Bill Yoshino and Paul Igasaki of the Japanese American Citizens 
League have informed us that now is the time for full scale, 
grass-roots support for the House and Senate bills on Redress for 
Japanese Americans . 

For more than a decade , Consultation leaders have worked to 
create a areness of the internment of west Coast Japanese Americans 
dur·ng orld War II , and to build support for redress including 
co pensating victims of this grievance injustice. 

Therefore, IEC joins the Japanese American Citizens League-
Legislative Education Committee (JACL-LEC) in urging you to 
ta e the following actions now: 

1 . rite a letter on IEC or your ethnic organization 
letterhead to your representative and senators 
urging them to support the redress bills. If 
they are already co-sponsors, write a thank 
you letter urging them to vote for the bills. 
Please do this even if you have written before. 

o erl : Ill nots consul a ion on e nici y in educa ,on 
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2. o ncrease he nu er o consti u nt 1 s, 
Peas urge le ders of your hnic organiza on n 
o er jurisdic ions ow i e to heir r pr s nt iv 

sea ors. If you on prop rty (e .. , a vac tion 
e) in a neighboring state, please write to your 

representative and senators in that state. 

3. Send copies of your letter(s) and any replies you 

. .. . 

receive to IEC. We will forward them to the JACL-LEC office 
in ashington . This will help them determine the position 
of legislators with whom they have had little or no 
contact. These letters will also give JACL-LEC information 
for Hill follow-up. 

Included with this letter are the following materials and 
in ormation to help you participate in this letter-writing campaign . 

. A listing of redress co-sponsors and non-sponsors from 
Illinois. { ote that several key ethnic congressmen are 
non-sponsors. This does not necessarily mean they 
oppose the bill; your speaking to them may be critical 
in building support for Redress.) 

• A fact sheet on the House and Senate bills • 

• A model letter provided by JACL-LEC . 

. A brochure entitled "The Japanese American 
Incarceration: a Case for Redress." 

ewspaper articles describing IEC's 
involvement in the Redress issue. 

If you would like further information or if you have suggestions, 
please call JACL's Chicago office . {312) 728-7170. 

JACL-LEC and IEC thank you for supporting the . campaign to correct 
a gross miscarriage of justice . In her letter to IEC, JACL-LEC 
Director Gracye Uyehara noted that: "It is only through your response 

0 this request that we can look forward to the day when the bills are 
passed in Congress Then Americans of Japanese ancestry.can.truly 
join in he celebration of the Bicentennial of the Constitution an 
feel that our nation is truly an example of liberty and justice for 
all.• 
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~ 10,000 Japanese and Japanese Americans ,er incarcerated durin th war . 
Te de a·ne s ere or·ginally held in 15 temporary assembly centers in Calif-

* 

* 

* 

or ia, 0 on, lashi and Arizona. In the summer and fall of 1942 they 
were mo db rain to 10 relocation centers, each of which housed 10 , 000 to 
20,000 p ople. The de ainees lived in crowd d tar-papered barracks under 

he su illance of armed guards. The centers were : 

ile 

. anzanar and Tule Lake, California 
Th Colorado River Relocation Project (Poston) and Gila River , Arizona 
J rome and Rohwer, Arkansas 
Har oun ain, yoming 
Central Utah (Topaz) 

inidoka, Idaho 
Granada (Amache), Colorado 

heir families lived in the camps, some Japanese Americans served 
in h 
Infantry 
with he 

.S. Army. Japanese American volunteers made up the famous 100th 
Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team - the American units 
highest casualty rates and most decorations of the war . 

an of he detainees remained in the camps until 1945, long after many 
government officials had admitted privately that they posed no threat to 

he nation. 

an of he detainees lost their farms, businesses, and homes . In 1983 
the congressional Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment estimated 
he internees' economic losses at $2.S billion to $6 . 2 billion . The 

Japanese American Evacuation Claims Act of 1948 paid 37 million dollars . 

7 To a y, wo bills, S. 1009 and H.R. 442, regarding redress to Japanese 
Amer· c ans are pending in Congress. The ·information on the bills are on 
the o er side. 
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I am ritin to urge our support of s. 1009/H . R. 4 2 , 
seeks to implement the recommendations of the Commission 

ar i e Relocation and Internment of Civilians . 

This legislation addresses the basic civil liberties and 
constitutional rights that were violated by the evacuation and 
internment of American citizens of Japanese ancestry during 
orld ~ar II. The uprooting of an entire population of one 

ethnic group from the West Coast and placing them into guarded 
compounds for a period of up to four years , without due process 
of la, is an event that should be appropriately redressed by 
our government . 

These Americans bore the stigma of having been branded 
potentially disloyal and suffered the loss of their constitu-
tionally guaranteed liberties for no reason other than an acci-
dent of ancestry. That is not the American way . 

Ironically, thousands of these Japanese Americans emerged 
from the humiliation of these camps and gave their lives for 
this country, while parents and families remained prisoners 
within this country. These men fought with honor and distinction 
in the European and Pacific theatres, many of them dying while 
attempting to preserve the very principles which they and their 
families had been denied. 

Our great nation has the strength of a free society to 
aknowledge its own errors and then right that wrong by providing 
symbolic compensation to the victims of this grievous injustice 
by our government. To do so would add greater credibility to 
our portests aginst the repressive actions taken by other 
governments around the world. 

I ask you to cosponsors. 1009/H.R . 442 and help us defend 
individual freedom and due process for all Americans . I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Your name) 

OTE: This letter can be used for writing to either Senators 
or Representatives. Be sure to use the correct zip and the 
b . um er in each instance. 
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JAPANESE PROTEST: A coalition of ethnic, civil 

right and r ligious lenders Friday deplored "a rising tidt 
f racinl prejudi e" against Joponese-Americn11s caused 
by ., . economic conflicts\ ith Japan. The group, coordi-
nnt <l y the American Jewish Committee, began a legal 
and public r lotions campaign to combat "this savage, 
s nsclcss reed f hole." Joyce Tucker, state director ol 
human relation for the committee, said she wilJ hold 
hearing this fnll "on the problems being experienced b)' 
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Ja a e 
By Charles Nicodemus 

A coalition of ethnic, civil rights on r ligiou J,.o 
Friday <lrplorcd what they sai is "o rising idc of ra in! 
prejudice" against Jnpanese-Arn rican ca sc by hi 
country's economic conflicts with Japan. 
The group, coordinated by the Am ·ricnn c vi h om-
mittee, launched a legal and public r lntions carnpoign to 
combat "this sovnge, s nselcss r ed of hat ." 
Joyce Tucker, state director of human rclntion , tol 
press conference in the American J wish ommi 
headquarters, 55 E. Jackson, she will ho! hearing 
foll "on the problems being ex erienced y Asian-A 
cnn~ bemuse of discrimination." 
Hep. orm:rn Y. fineta (0-Calif. note that on 
Thursdny o federal commission rccomrne11de: th l JJp:l-
ncse-Amcricans interned during \ orl \\ ar JI re i ·e 
rrparations as hi ,h ns 1.5 illion. tine! sclid he ho> 
the rC'commcndntion .. .,.. ill not fan the 0nm of r ·j11-
dicr>" n1::1in!-l ,Jnpon('c;e-Arnrric:inc::. 
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Monday, June 20, 1983 

n to int r e Japane e-Am ~rican 
. ; th bid for ompen ation . He r ason d that not only would It 

Monitor hard to get ongr s ion I appro al, ut al o th t J p • 
hicago . n -Americans, though yictlms of inju lice, ar no mor n· 

illlon as partial com- · :· till d to individual reparation than are Indi n or bla ks . 
n -Am rt an plac d · ' The r commendations also come during a riod or rising 

r II may pro more ·: cone rn in the US about e ooomic comp tition from Japan. 
l t Occasionally, that concern has erupted Into open acts of ra-

nts as · cial hostility . Asian-Americans in troit are urging the S 
Departm nt of Justice to investigate possible violations of 
civil rights law in the killing last year of a Chine e-American 
by an auto worker who thought the victim was Japanese. And 
many schools and communltles have reported other, less bla· 
tant instances of discrimination against Asian-Americans. 

T lllinois.Qonsu~~g,.Ettinjcity in J;:g,ycatiol], a co-
alithm of Chicagoetnruc and education leaders, has taken the 
lead here in urging that all the facts surrounding the int rn-
m nt be clearly defined in order to quash any backlash 
against Asian-Americans. Leaders urged. for instance. that 

th 

•• 
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