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February 19 , 1942 is a significant date i n h i story for 
a anese mericans . It was on that date tha t Presiden t Roose velt 

s·gned an executive order which led to the mili t a ry remo val of 
·r ually all persons of Japanese ancestr y from th e ir h o me s on 
he est Coast and their subsequent detentio n i n cam ps for the 

d ration of orld ar II . As you are awa re, t he si gning of that 
executive order al lowed for perhaps the wo rst i nstance of 

e ec i e discrimination by the governmen t agains t a group of its 
on ci izens in this country ' s history . 

In the past several years , the Japanese Ame r ica n community 
hroughout the United States has been commemo r atin g Fe bru a ry 19th 

as a "Day of Remembrance" in which the res p o nsi bilities a nd 
obliga ions of human and civil rights must be r e fl e cted on to 
ins re that similar violations do no t occ ur i n the future. 
E ents surrounding this day are regularl y obse rv e d on the West 
Coas and especially in California . I kno w, for e x am p l e, that 

e California State Legislature has passe d a r es o l ution 
proclaiming February 19 a 11 D9 y of Remembrance " in perpetu ity. 

s er the enclosure, there will be an event commemorati ng 
Fe ruary 19 and the issuance of Executive Orde r 9066 a t 
or heastern Illinois University this yea r. The Japanese 
er·can Citizens League and the Japanese American comm unit y i n 

C icago ould greatly appreciate a proclamatio n by Ma yo r 
·ngton in recognition of February 19 . I ha v e enclose d a 
e proclama ion for your review. 

Sho ld yo need additional information o r an y othe r 
ass·s ace, p ease don t hesitate to contact me . 

h · nd regards, 

Sincerely , 

illiam J. Yoshino 
a ional eadquar ers • San Francisco, California 
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E S On February 19, 1942 Executive Order 9066 was issued 
b he Presi ent of he United States -- an action which 
e e al y led o he uprooting of ove r 120,000 individuals of 

a anese ancestry from their homes on the West Coast and their 
e en ion in camps in interior regions of the United States for 
er ods of up to four years ; and 

HEE S The removal and detention of American citizens of 
apanese ancestry during orld War II represente d a violation of 
he basic protections guaranteed by law and resulted in severe 
osses for those ho suffered this experience ; and 

HE E S, The federal Commission on Wartime Relocation and 
n ernment of Civilians in findings issued in 1983 stated that 

e broad historical causes which led to the removal and 
de en ion of Japanese mericans from the West Coast in 1942 were 
race prejudice, ar hysteria and a failure of political 

leadership' ; and 

HERE S In f rtherance of the convictio n that moral and 
constitutional violations which would deny persons the basic 
g arantees enumerated in our Bill of Rights must never again 
occur : 

THEREFORE , I, Harold Washington , Mayor or the City of 
C icago do hereby proclaim February 19, 1985 as a Day of 

brance -- a time set aside so that Chicagoans might reflect 
heir shared responsibilities to uphold the Constitutional 

oral rights of all individuals at all times. 

a ional eadquar ers San Francisco, California 
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