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Sincer ly , 
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~ clus1on Act, passed by Congr ss in 1882 , er 
s or a e n he gro ing es. In 1887, Japan w s p rsu 

ople igrate to the U.S . to fill the demand . Th f'rs 
ere 'birds of passage," intending to return to Jap n 

an did go home with their earnings. But others found 
o heir li ing despite the discrimination and hostility thy 

red . lthough denied citizenship, many stayed , establish d 
nd businesses. These men and women -- the Issei -- must b 

on America's pioneers, for they helped turn wilderness 
o pro uc i e fields, felled trees for lumber, mended the rails , 

ood for an expanding nation. Japanese immigration was halted 
in 92 , aga1n by Congressional action. There were only some 115 , 000 

rsons o Japanese extraction in the United States , but they were 
h objec s of an extraordinary amount of the West Coast' s attention 

-- and bi e. 

925-19 1 

This as the period of transition. The Japanese immigrants were 
gro ing older Their American-born sons and daughters -- the Nisei 
like he offspring of other immigrant groups were being assimilated 
·nto the American way of life. But there were invisible barriers 
tha de ied hem equality of economic and social opportunity despite 

he pro 1ses of democracy . In school , the isei were good Americans . 
er school they returned to their ethnic ghettos . Largely because 
de facto segregation, they remained an unknown and unaccepted element 

i e erican melting pot as war clouds gathered wver the Pacific . 

Years 

Follo ing the attack on Pearl Harbor, American citizens of 
Ja a ese a cestry ( 1sei) in Hawaii answered the call to arms into 
t e o branc of service open to them, the U. S . Army . These 
·ol eers, t e Ha aiian ational Guard, eventually became the 100th 
Ba io, the firs all isei Army unit. 

0 

t e ai land, conditions were quite different. The army was 
gout fro service any isei who had had any k'nd of educa ·on 
or o ere s spected of having close ties with Ja an . 

e ser g i t e army, many of whom ere from Hawa· ·, 
.. e · r a o Cap Savage, innesota, in the U. S . rmy ·1·tary 



prese 

·in 
ississippi . s h 

isei volunteers f om 
as assigned to the 36th Divis'on 
ile an unprecedented military r 

he endulu of history has a way of swinging back . Th Jpn s , 
desp·sed of American minorities during the war years, 
found he ong- elusive acceptance and opportunity when pe c 

ned . Thei undeniable record of loyalty helped . So did their 
nd abili ies, honed by the education acquired through their 

·1i9 c and the sacrifices of the parent generation. In the thr 
des since ar ' s end, Japanese Americans have found their niches in 

r·can ay of life, enjoying the freedom to work and play and live 
dream , and to make their contribution to the progress of their 

con ry . 

Bu the saga is not ended . Having experienced the bitterness of 
discr· ination , Japanese Americans are aware that no American ' s rights 
a secure so long as the rights of any minority are restricted or 
hreatene . The Japanese Americans are determined that no segment of 
h population shall be denied the freedoms that are the promise and 

le ac of all Americans . 
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