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A hole opened up in the clouds
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the ship was surrounded hy about
100 Arabs who interned them and
took their ship away, They had

| landed in Spanish Moroceo snd
were later transferred, via Jun- |
kers-52, to an airbase in Spain. |
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wse Kurokl
proved to be a miraculous turret
gunner, or because Major Epting's
sympathy for t Young man was
a happy omen, the fact remains
t the gods were good to the
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PACIFIC CITIZEN

Wash; Anonymous $2.00, Lincoln,
ebraska; George Muramatsu, $2,
} East Haven Ave., Salt Lake
ty, Utah; Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Kataoka, $10.00, 110 Cedar Ave.,
Peoria b, Illinois; and Mrs. Yosh-
iko Koizumi $3.00, RFD Box 277,
Glenview, Illinois.

BUCK-A-MONTH CLUB

The Buck-a-Month Club gains
six new members this week with
the following pledging $1.00 a
month to the General Fund of Na-
tional Headquarters; Tom Yego,
Dr. George Hiura, Dr. Harry Y.
Kita, and Mr. and Mrs. Robert K.
Nagata. The 23 members that we
have now nearly assures 6 months
rental expenses of National Head-
quarters, A few more members and
we will be assured of a roof over
our heads.

CREDIT UNION

The National JACL Credit
Union in January had its best
month since its incorporation in
September of last year. The total
amount deposited in shares total-
ed $833.85, making total shares

In the Salt Lake Telegram:

Right to Return

Loyal Citizens Should Have -

to Coast

Japanese Americans who
“show wholehearted support of
and loyalty to America” should
have “full freedom as citizens to
go where they please and make
their homes where they please—
including back to California,”
the Salt Lake Telegram declared
in an editorial on Feb. 21.

The Telegram commented that
California “pulled such a neat one
when it prevailed upon the gov-
ernment to ship all Japanese out
of Pacific coast states under the
excuse of national security, al-
though for some strange reason
the proportionately far more num-
erous Japanese population of our
far more strategic and imperiled
Hawaiian islands were not such a
menace to our security that they
had to be reloaated.”

The Telegram’s comments were
made in an editorial. “We Have an
Amendment to Offer,” which dis-
cussed the pending bill by Rep.
Gearhart, R., Calif. which would
require all persons of Japanese
ancestry in this country to re-
nounce any and all allegiance to
Japan on pain of loss of United
States citizenship and ultimate de-
portation to Japan.

“We can’t see any objection
to that on the part of the Amer-
ican people or of loyal Ameri-
cans of Japanese ancestry in
this country (to the Gearhart

ica for anyone, regardless of
his race, color or ancestral na-
tionality, who is not loyal to
this country. If they put another
country before America in their
hearts, then let them put them- |
selves where their hearts are.
We don’t need them here—and
we don’t want them here,

“And while we're on the subject
of loyalty of enemy aliens, we can
see no reason why there should be
any distinction between enemy na-
tionalities, Germans and Italians
in this eountry should be just as
100 per cent loyal to America as
the Japanese should gnd, if they
are not, they, too, should be de-
prived of any rights of citizenship
and deported, After all, the Ger-
man-Italian problem has been just
as serious as the Japanese.
check made in Salt Lake county
after Pearl Harbor, for instance,
showed almost three times as
many German and Italian aliens
as Japanese aliens in this area.

“We would just like to make
one suggestion to Representative
Gearhart of California for an ad-
dition to his plan. That is, that
those Japanese who foreswear all
allegiance to 'Japan and show
wholehearted support of and loy-
alty to America have full freedom
as citizens to go where they please
and make their homes where they
please—including back to Califor-

bill.) There is no room in Amer-
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Charges Again

Deseret News Hits ‘Reck

less’
t Nisei Group

The Deseret News, Salt Lak
City daily newspaper, this wee
strongly condemned the injection
of racial hysteria into the con
sideration of business licenses fo
persons of Japanese ancestry an
questioned the action of importing

ing resentment against Japanese
Americans.

“One would suppose that the
consideration of questions of such

local concern would not warrant
the importation of speakers to
raise resentment. Irresponsible
persons can do more harm than

speakers for the purpose of rais<4

putchased since incorporation good to any cause,” said the
$2738.05. Loans totaling $760.00 Deseret.
were made in January plus the ! “T+ 3o mevex CURVIOCING to make
purchase of a Series G War Bond denunciatory generalizations about
amounting to $1000.00. There are 'y ,WhOIe race of people indiscrim-
no delinquent loans, May we calli Inately. There are good and less
to the attention of the members .gOOd and bad people among every
that the Credit Committee meet$ | race and in the citizenship of
on Thursday to act upon loans, sd €very nation. No one believes in |
if you need,a, loan, be sure to j s?ne moments that all the Pt-‘Oplel
figure accordingly. If you ar@ |y ga d"‘“%é‘?}f# or country are wholly
going to need money to pay your ey ing but hysteria could
i]ntiome tax, 1!ei‘, your credit union | Chrithe: ;myone to pretend to the
elp you out. ¢ “In re;:er ’ 4 :
JUST ROUTINE J loud demaﬁdgeilﬁztwi}gdv% {’(f-ar-d}
There seems to be some confu- |i given the right to v ;0 ek
sion about the Pacific Citizen sub- though constitutional )20?," st
scription rates, for we receive var- | ¢ governing the conditioné Oflbl? 53
jous remittances that make extra | ( ing had to be trampled unde .fmt"
work for our one-girl circulation |} The cry was “f they are ITOOtl’
department. The yearly rates are|} enough to fight for gur‘- -&%O( |
as follows; JACL member $2.00 they are good enough tocoantrx
per year, and non-members $2.50 |} Yet the same organizatidnsvo'ﬁ'
per year. The half a year rate is | have been most raucous i “tho
$1.560. The Pacific Citizen permits | ¢ shouting of this slogan arn the
one change of address and any ad- | « very ones who have been mogt ;
ditional change must be accomp- |y relenting and extreme in thu]‘l-
anied with a remittance of 10c. denial of the right to carr ?)lr
Leading publications require from |, business by the families of Aymerl.l.
thirty to ninety days for change|; ican born Japanese who are out
in address to be effective, so if |, fighting in the ranks of our ar-
you do not get the correction from | . mies in this war . ., . 2
the following issue after your no- | “Reckless and unsubstantiated
tice, please bear with us as they|; charges seem to have been made
are taken care of on the day of and the right to speak i '
_ _ 2 I in their
t}i}? arrival of the notice at the z;lvél Idefense was denied in a tone |
office. nanner unworthy of a N
Fi filseI:th make preten}se of ga\?iiog
, above savagery.
Denver Churches y PThe ThDRneRe aitve 5t i
Dedicate Day 1e ol who e s e
: 1e sallants who permitted themselveg
To Race Relations ; aoeh. extremes of hatred, bigotry
: olerance,
((I . -
DENVER, Colo.—Rabbi David |¢, Comgégs;cgnbiri}]lloele(}; that t':he.C‘W
Goldstein of Omaha addressed aln to be swayed b s e}];'nut Itself
congregation of over one thousand | demonstrations Y e e eiatie
persons at the Trinity Methodist |y time to become hysteri is ke
Cathedral on Sunday, Feb. 13,|b embark wupon discg;m'nc;;a’ i
which was observed in Denver |, es of action. Let’s wz;?tat{})lry e
churches as “Race Relations Sun-|gq of calm jud i
= Juagment and the rule
day. g of reason and right.”
Invocation at the service address- The Deseret News is
ed by Rabbi Goldstein was offered |, as the spokesman for tﬁ rﬁga‘rded
by Rev. Jun Fujimori of the Cal-Ir church. - it
ifornia Street Community church. |h
A city-wide choir of 100 voices, |I:
“including nisei, gave rendition. | i S
 The service was attended by per-|r _r_;f“‘
sons of many racial groups. About |/
fifty nisei were present. _,v;

At the morning services of the
California Street Communit
church, seven nisei were electe
to the church board. They ar
Yoshiko Ariki, Margaret Uemura,
James Haratani, Harry Matabo,
Aiko Fukuyama, Joe Grant Ma-
saoka and Charles Kamayatsu.
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LA DAL LY AT 7.
Ickes, Myer
in h'é/i'iﬁbl‘ly
on WRA aims

WASHINGTON, Feb, 17.—(UR
—Secretary of Interior Harold L.
Ickes, assuming jurisdiction over

the war relocation authority, re-
vealed today that WRA director
‘Dillon 8. Myer—whose ouster has

been demanded by several west |

coast congressmen—will continue
in that capacity.

The WRA and Myer have drawn
frequent criticiam in congress for
their operation of camps for Japs
|and for Americans of Jap descent.
The authority was added to the
long list of agencies under Ickes’
control under an executive order
issued by the White House last
night. ' )

Ickes and Myer, in separate
statements, said they welcomed
the switch which makes the WRA
an interior department unit. Ickes
sald the WRA program developed

Myer will be continued and
“I hope it will be made even more
effective in the department of the

the resources and fa-

ment of interior to help us do our
job and do it better.” i
Ickes said he will bear in mind
*“the international implications in-
volved—particularly the effect of

Japs’ hands.” :

Digorders last year at the Tule
| Lake, Calif., center for disloyal
Japs were cited by the Jap gov-
ernment as one reason for refus-
ing to consider another exchange
of nationals with this country.
Some members of congress blamed
Myers' policies for the troubles
there.

Ickes said that in carrying out
the WRA program—which in-
volves 110,000 American residents,
two-thirds
birth—he also will keep in mind
the need for recognition of the
rights of United States citizens re-
gardless of ancestry.

A White House statement ac-
companying Roosevelt’s executive
order explained that the WRA
was being transferred in its en-
tirety for reasons of administra-
tive simplification and “in accord-
ance with the president’s frequent-
Iy announced belief that the num-
ber of independent agencies should,
when practical, be reduced.”

congress resulted from a WRA

ternees to come to Ohio and Mich-
igan to “teach the farmers sani-
tation ‘and cultivation,” was not
immediately available for com-
ment, :

Congressmen from Californis,
Oregon and Washington had ex-
erted strong pressure for Myer's
removal but they wanted the au-
thority transferred to the depart-
ment of justice instead of to
Ickes,

WRA operates nine relocation
centers and one segregation camp
for loyal and disloyal Japs re-

‘Myers had been attacked repeat-
edly on the ground that his admin-
istration of the camps was lax,

—T e Wans Waill

of them citizens by |,

Myer, whose latest clash with

pamphlet inviting Japanese in-|

‘moved from west toast war zones.

iterior Departm
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| Eighteen to Two--

In 20 letters published in the ja number of rural residents and

oines | others from small Towa towns.
Open Forum of the Des uM ¢ | Both unfavorable letters were
Register last Sunday only WWO|p .\~ gomen, while six other|

were unfavorable toward Amer-| . o7 oote favorable letters. |

Jee ot JapaDess Ancesiry. Most of the faveorahle com- |
Among the contributors were| .. ... were prompted by the
g‘ C. F. Littell, professor of history | v 1 rous action of the 100th bat-
j PR aoNL. scietice’ By C{’”.‘eu'zalion‘ One Register contribu-
:S college, two ministers, a soldler,ltor wrote: “The young Japanese
n- Tor all inserted | Americans are, 10 mf*, Just a|
re :'(lgitigi;ionOI‘r]rflﬂf;ef Los Angeligroup of braye American boys
ds | Church Federation which askéwho, in line of duty, have ren-
by | for fair play for Americans (dered their country valuable ser- |
Japanese ancestry into the Colyice and as such, are deserving |
es | gressional Record. |of our gratitude, trust and‘
a- He recently joined with 8 nonor”
rd at.her‘ liberal west coast cnngresf_, Another wrote: “I read about
g: ::2(:'?111112‘ aJit;éﬁ:;intK:lé:?cfﬁs’CO:the 11 American lJﬂ]]ant-se’?.'.hr:'
le | which the congressmen condega]came back from ‘A Renr:]e.m,u:w_|
¢- | od statements by public offich with Death.’ T_)‘n yvou think fer
newspapers and others whiea minute that if they were loyal
sought to inflame against Japito Japan they would have done
nese Americans, that for us?”
I | Another remarked: “The|
l |things that seem to set races
S Deny Report apart are the things that make

a Texan different from a Bos-
tonian—environment.”
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oibe DAs Pl ing
FSA Modifies D Flo

SI:am:l Barring | RIVERSIDE, Calif.—District

| attorneys of southerm Califor-
| nia have announced plans for
a drive to force, by court ac-
tion, the surrender of all pro-
perty held illegally by Japa-
nese aliens in the name of
minor children born in the
United States.

Under the plan such pro-
perity would be returned to the
state and sold at public auc-
tion, according to Earl Red-
wine, Riverside countiy counsel

Security Administration has aj
nounced that it has modified
recent order prohibiting F S|
loans to all persons of Japane
ancestry to permit such loans |
American citizens of Japanese ¢
traction if they meet the agene
eligibility requirements. I

Loans to enemy aliens, howew
will remain prohibited under t
- | modifieation, it was sta‘ged. e e o
FSA officials said their counl;

e omafam. ta  annr(-

Steps Adopted For ﬁ?:

Nisei Establishment

DELTA, Utah, March 15—The
Japanese Americans in the Topaz
Relocation Center, today are or-
ganizing to overcome, by peace-
ful means, racial persecution
hardships of their pioneering trek

eastward to establish new per- to |
manent homes, stated Stalf gs
Writer William Flynn of the San ss
IFraneisco Chronicle, ge

They realize they face oppos- g
ition, inspired by war engender- in
ed hates and fears of economic of

competition.

Their plan is:

1. Self-discipline of those pion-
eering to prevent them from
congregating in so-called segres-
ation districts because of social,

;

2. Evidence of their loyalty to
the'; United States through act-.
ions rather than words.

INDORSEMENTS

M

The ‘program is reported to
have the indorsement of individ- g
ual leaders and the Japanese-
American Citizens' League, one
of the most powerful American-
ization forces of the evacuated
racial group. Caucasians aiding
the Japanese-Americans in def- :
ense of their democratic rights
as citizens also indorse the prog-
ram.

The first part of the program
would prevent the spotlighting
of public attention on individuals
by “scattering” the 112,000 peo-
ple throughout this nation of
more than 130,000,000 persons.

Evidence of loyalty is the most
vital concern of the Japanese-
Americans at the present time.
They buy bonds, they donate to
the blood banks—and their men
fight and die for the United .
States, in the Pacific and on the '

VB

1shores of Italy.

and president of the proseeu= |

ent Takes WRA

EPresident Orders Shift
To Place Agency Under
Cabinet Administration

|
| President Roosevelt announced this week that he
lhad ordered the transfer of the War Relocation Au-
Ithr_n'it,v to the Department of Interior for reasons of
tadministrative simplification and to bring the work of
[the agency under supervision of a cabinet officer,
| The agency will be moved in e
lits entirety into the Department plications which are involved,
|of Interior in accordance with and particularly the effect of
[the President's frequently an- this program on the treatment
|rounced belief that the number of war prisofers and civilians in
lef independent agencles should, Japanese hands.
when practicable, be Teduced, "fI'h:; Department of the In-
In announcing the transfer, |¥270r Will, I am sure be able
the President stated that he | © Make an effective contribu-
considered the program of the tion to the relocation program.
War Relocation Authority I should be reluctant, however,
sound in_principle. and the to assume the responsibilities in-
work already asccomplished by Yoved in bringing the War Re-
the agency highly satisfactory. lo:i';:f;’ntm;;hotr Ii? ;ﬂ:gﬂge l]f)e;
With the President’s annouce- e o

Fa did not know the abillty and
iment Secretary of Interior Har- devotion of the staff of the War
old L. Ickes sald: “The Presi-

Relocation Authority and
{dent has directed that the War

i not assured that Dillon
| Relocation Authority be trans- and the organization he has
fered to the Department of the

built up and d'!‘sected were com=
Interjor, -I am glad to welcome ing under my' direction as s
it-he director and staff of the -

unit.”
War Relocation Authority into In commenting today on the
this department. The authority

transfer of the War Reloca-
was established nearly two years| g . Authority to the Depart-
ago as a result of the army’s

ment of the Interior, WRA
evacuation of west coast resi- piector Dillon S. Myer said:
dents of Japanese ancestty.| wyhe yyar Relocation Author-
Since that time, the authority

| ity was created by the Presi-
has worked closely with this de~ gent almost twoe years ago to
partment. Five relocation cen=!

perform a necessary wartime
(ters are situated on Interior De-| a4k, aimed at preserving our
partment land, one center was

American democratie principles

directly administrated by thisl and at the same time protect-
(department until January 1! jng the national security. The
1944. As a consequence, I know

program which we have de-
veloped to meet the needs of
110,000 American residents,
two-thirds of them citizens by
right of birth, has had the en-
dorsement of the congress as

problems have been dealt. well as the execmtive branch
| “War Relocation Authority  op the government.

has been confronted with the '
difficult task of caring for a
minority group of enemy an-
cestry in time of war., To
handle this problem with pro-
per regard for the mnational
security and in accord with
sound principles of American
demoeracy, the authority has
developed a three-fold pro-
gram: l.—Maintenance of all

something of the problems with
(which the War Relocation Au-
fthorlty has been confronted and
| have come to appreciate (the ef-

!fectiveness with which these

that it is carrled out in the
imost effective manner. We wel-
{come the resources and facilities
{which will be available in the
Department of the Interior to
{help us do our job and do It
| better.

and I can depend upon the con-
tinued loyalty of the WRA

“Our primary objective is to sea

“I know that Secretary Ickes

evacuees who require support in

Lewi
Between

~ DENVER.—A plea that a Qis-
tinction be made between loyal
and disloyal persons of Japanese
ancestry and between
Lake camp and nine other re-
location centers was made by
J_esse H. Lewis, acting field as-|
sistant director of the War Re-(
location Authority here, before

=deminictarad relocn.

| recently,

| Lewis declared that the Tule
!Lake camp is a segregation cen-!
bressed a desire to be expatri-’
(ated and should not be con-
fused with relocation centers
which house persons of Japa-:
nese ancestry who are under no
suspicion of disloyalty.

“The people in relocation cen-
ters who have ;

; Ve been granted more than 40 t
leave clear arance are people total personnel ffr m?ﬁ s fon
b bill

1%

:

.'a"gainst"wh'om this country has
made no charge,” Lewis said. Wi

“They are not charge )
the Tule| ged with any &

{ disloyalty.

|ter for Japanese who have ex-|eve

have been given” he added,
the fact that the 100th infantry
battalion composed almost
firely of American citizens
Japanese ancestry have suffered mar
a casualty list of 419, which is nta-

and a continuation of the

“welatinne  between residents ef

s Pléads for Di

crime nor are they accused of

The only charge is

that they are people of Ja
ancestry.” o

He asserteq that “the pro-

: blems whi
an American Legion Iuncheon | Re oh confront the War
|

location Authority are not

| problems which concern the War S
(Relocation Authority alone, but M Of

are of vital interest to
Iy citizen of this country.”
Lty g

€ prominence seems to

that would li
most brazen
portation.”

Efforts of g west
gressional bloc to passc:h&:t
deportation bill were def!
a House vote recently,
:h—:-—-__._—___,
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Rep. Ford Hits Sensational &

L3

Headlines on Nisei Issues

WASHINGTON — Rep. Tom
Ford, D., Calif., charged on Feb,
19 that continued publicity and
eriticisms regarding problems con-
cerning persons of Japanese an-
cestry in the United States are
endangering the lives of thousands
of American prisoners held by
Japan.

Criticizing newspaper headlines
on domestic issues concerning Ja-
panese Amerieans, Rep. Ford
stated he understood that disturb-
ances at the Tule Lake segrega-
tion center have been responsible
for the Japanese refusal to ac-
cede to recent Red Cross efforts
to assist our prisoners abroad.

41 think we could have handled

this whole Japanese question, in-
cluding the Tule Lake issue, with-
out smearing it all over the press
in glaring headlines.”

Rep. Ford last fall inserted a
resolution of the Los Angeles
Church Federation which asked
for fair play for Americans of
Japanese ancestry into the Con-
gressional Record,

He recently joined with six
other liberal west coast congress-
men in a statement on issues con-
cerning Japanese Americans, in
which the congressmen condepn-
ed statements by public uffic@-
newspapers and others whieh

sought to inflame against Japa-
nese Americans,

I;President Orders Shift i

To Place Agency Under

Cabinet Administration

\ President Roosevelt announced this week that he
'had ordered the transfer of the War Relocation Au~
thority to the Department of Interior for reasons of
'administrative simplification and to bring the work of
| the agency under supervision of a cabinet officer.
| The agency will be moved In TN T - -
lits entirety into the Department plications which are involved,
lof Interfor in accordance with and particularly the effect of
|the Prosident’s frequently an- this program on the treatment

rounced belief that the number of war prisofiers and civilians in

of iidependent agencies should, Japanese hands.
when practicable, be Teduced. | “The Department of the In-
lawior will, T am sure be able

In announcing the transfer, | . "oy efrective contribu-

IL|-_' - 14_,’:1

the President stated that he .
considered the program of the tion to the relocation program. |
. 1 should be reluctant, however,

War Relocation ~Authority " e the responsibilities in-

sound in principle, and the 1o, 004 5, pringing the War Re- |

work already accomplished by location Authority into the De-

the agency highly satisfactory.

partment of the Interfor if I

Department Takes WRA =

\
]

Aub.u rn Citizens Deny Report | e oo Fraenty S i st BN B SR
Anti-Evacuee Parades Held f

[dent has directed that the War ..+ assured that Dillon

AUBURN, Wash.—Auburn citi-
zens believe the Denver Post has
a somewhat exaggerated view of
their attitude toward evacuated
Japanese Americans,

The Denver Post reported re-
cently that sentiment in Auburn
was so strong against the return
of the evacuees that “even the
mayor carried an anti-Japanese
banner in an anti-Jap parade.”

The Globe-News, Auburn week-
ly, in a headline asked last week:

“Did you see Mayor Gove carry
banner in anti-Jap parade?”

The Globe-News said that the
Denver Post article told of the
“alarm and indignation” against
Japanese Americans voiced by
;A&uburn citizens. The Post declar-

“In Auburn, Wash., it was re-
ported that aroused citizens held
mass meetings and marched in
parades in which even the mayor
carried anti-Japanese banners.
Auburn is in the heart of Wash-
ington’s Japanese belt.”

The Globe-News summed up the
local situation in a paragraph:

“Aside from some signs bearing
the words, “We Don't Want the
Japs Back Here, Ever,’ appearing
in some of the display windows
about the city, there has been no
local action against the return of
the Japanese and the Globe-News
could find no one who had attend-
ed a mass meeting or seen a par-
ade of this deseription. About the
only authentic statement in the
paragraph about Auburn is that
portion which refers to the city
being in the heart vf Washington’s
Japanese belt and that should real-

Iy have been ‘was’ instead of ‘is.’

FSA Modifies
Stand Barring
Farm Loans

WASHINGTON — The Farm
Security Administration has an-
nounced that it has modified a
recent order prohibiting FSA

loans to all persons of Japanese
ancestry to permit such loans to
American citizens of Japanese ex-
traction if they meet the a,g'enq’1:
eligibility requirements. ol

Loans to enemy aliens, however,
will remain prohibited under the
modification, it was stated.

FSA officials said their county
committees will refer to appro-
priate fedetral agencies any cases
in which the applicant’s loyalty is
doubted,

Sacramentan Seeks
Business Ban on
Japanese Americans

SACRAMENTO—An attempt to
get the city of Sacramento to pass
an ordinance prohibiting business
operations by persons of Japanese
ancestry after the war is being
pushed here by A. J. Harder, an
attorney who is the president of
the Home Front Commandos.

Harder appeared before the city
and declared he was “frankly aims
ing at the Japs” in sugge I
amendments to the present
ness ordinance,

--.—..-'.'7_‘ o

old L. Ickes sald: “The Presl- pajocation Authority and were \

| Relocation Authority be trans- ang the organization he has

Wwar Relocation Authority into
this department. The authority |
was established nearly two years
ago as a resulb of the army’s
evacuation of west coast resi-
dents of Japanese ancestry.
Since that time, the authorltyl
has worked closely with this de- |
partment. Five relocation cen-'
|ters are situated on Interior De-|
 partment land, one center was
directly administrated by this
idepartment until January 1,
1944, As a consequence, I know
|something of the problems with
which the War Relocation Au-
thority has been confronted and
|have come to appreciate the ef-
\fectiveness with which these
problems have been dealf.
| “War Relocation Authority
| has been confronted with the
difficult task of caring for a
" minority group of ememy an- |
cestry in time of war. To |
handle this problem with pro- |
per regard for the national

fered to the Department of the ,un¢ up and d?tlected et COB.|
Interior. I am glad to welcome ing under my ' direction as s
the director and staff of the ,nit”

In commenting today on the
transfer of the War Reloca-
tlon Authority to the Depart-
ment of the Interior, WRA
Director Dillon 8. Myer said: |
“The War Relocation Author- |
ity was created by the Presi-
dent almost two years ago to
perform a necessary wartime
task, aimed at preserving our
American democratie principles
and at the same time protect-
ing the national security. The
program which we have de-
veloped to meet the needs of
110,000 American residents,
two-thirds of them citizens by
right of birth, has had the en-
dorsement of the congress as |
well as the executive branch |
of the government. |

“Qur primary objective istoses |
that it is carried out in the |
most effective manner, We wel- |
come the resources and facilities
which will be available in the
Department of the Interior to

| security and in mccord with |help us do our job and do it

sound principles of American |

democracy, the authorily has
developed a three-fold pro-
gram: l.—Maintenance of all
evacuees who require support in
properly administered reloca-
tion centers; 2.—Segregation
of evacuees whose sympathies
do mnot lie with the United
States into a special segrega-
tion center: and 3.—Relocation
of loyal evacuees as rapidly
as possible in normal, produc-
tive American life. This pro-
gram will be continued and I
hope will be made even more
effective in the Department of
the Interior.

“In earrying out my responsi-
bilities under the order, I intend
to keep in mind the need of re-
cognition of the rights of United
States citizens regardless of an-
cestry, the internal security of
the United States during war

time and the international im-! |ed on the recent prediction made

| better.

“1 know that Secretary Ickes
and I can depend upon the con-
tinued loyalty of the WRA rlaff_ 1

relations. between residents ©f
the centers and the staff whi
ihave been enjoved in the past.’ |

\Native Sons Praise
Coast Congressmen
For Deportation Bill

er=r

“disloyal” Japanese Americans.

and a continuation of the good |

-
L]

3
s.

.. SAN FRANCISCO — Officials
! of the Native Sons -of the Golden
West, meeting in San Francisco
Sunday, praised efforts of west
poast congressmen who continue
to work for the deportation of

Walter H. Odemar, chairman of
the Japanese legislation commit-
itee of the Native Sons, comment-

gs

by Rep. Bertrand Gearhart, R.,
Calif., that 30,000 Japanese Amer-
icans would be deported when the
west coast congressional delega-
tion completed its present efforts.

“We are fortunate,” Odemar
said, “lo have loyal representa-
tives in congress who refuse to
recognize as a setback the action
of the House in passing a bill
that would list only a few of the
most brazen disloyalists for de-
‘portation.”

Efforts of a west coast :
gressional bloc to pass the
son deportation bill were defeated
, 'l by a House vote recently.

¥
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EDITORIALS:
Action By Congress

The House of Representatives last week,
by a vote of B2 to 76, rejected the Leroy
Johnson bill, under which any statement con-
strued as disloyal and made at any time by
an American citizen would prove sufficient
cause for his denationalization and depor-
tation.

Refusal of the House to be stampeded
into voting for this measure, which was heavi-
ly pushed by the West Coast congressional
bloc, is a heartening sign. The Johnson bill
was aimed directly at Japanese Americans,
but it might at any time have turned into
a legal method of denationalizing and depor-
ting any citizen upon the discretion or pre-
judice of officials in charge,

The bill was fraught with dangerous im-
plications, and if passed, would have proved
a menace to the civil liberties of all Ameri-
can citizens.

The substitute bill, which passed by a
vote of 111 to 23, is eminently more fair
in method and application. Under its terms
a native born citizen can renounce his citi-
zenship in time of war with the sanction of
the Attorney General. Specific forms will
be provided and the process of denational-
ization will be voluntary.

The Sleepy Lagoon Case

In the opinion of the Sleepy Lagoon De-
fense Committee of Los Angeles one of the
most significant contributions it has receiv-
ed is the sum of $10.00 which was sent re-
cently from the Manzanar relocation center.

The now-celebrated Sleepy Lagoon case
involves one of the gravest miscarriages of
justice in California history. It is a sorry
tale of racist prejudice on the part of police
and judicial officials. Two years ago seven-
teen Americans of Mexican ancestry in Los
Angeles were convicted of murder on ecir-
cumstantial evidence and were railroaded to
long terms at San Quentin penetentiary. It
is evident now that these young teen-age
Mexican Americans were falsely convicted,
that race prejudice on the part of public
officials was a major factor. The Sleepy
Lagoon case exemplifies a type of dangerous
racist attitude held by many police and pub-
lic officials in Los Angeles, a type of at-
titude which contributed to the so-called
“zoot suit” riot in that city last year.

Carey McWilliams, Los Angeles attorney
and authority on race relations, heads the

Sleepy Lagoon Defense Commititee which is |

making a determined effort to rectify the
injustice which has resulted in the placing
of innocent Americans in prison. To this
committee recently came the donation from
other teen-age young Americans who are
victims of a similar type of racist thinking.
These contributors were 12th grade students
of the high school at the Manzanar reloca-
tion center. These -nisei students had been
taking up the study of the problems of min-
ority groups in their social studies and had
come across a pamphlet explaining the Sleepy
Lagoon case. Their response was immediate.
They spontaneously collected their nickles
and pennies, and perhaps it isn’t necessary
to note that these are scarce around a re-
location center.

The young Japanese Americans of Man-
zanar high school are showing that they are
not self-centered in their consideration of
minority problems. It is a lesson, in fact,
that Japanese Americans generally have
learned through experience, the lesson that
their problems are inextricably bound with
those of other minorities.

PACIFIC CITIZEN

Fact Versus Fiction

The recent squabble in Salt Lake City
over the matter of business licenses for
Americans of Japanese ancestry has oc-
casioned a good deal of public talk and
debate,

It seems strange that serious debate can
be held on the subject of whether or not
American citizens are entitled to the rights
of American citizenship. The negative view-
point is so thoroughly untenable a position
that to give it hearing gives it undeserved
credibility and worth. It is like giving ser-
ious hearing to the question of the value
of the Bill of Rights.

But in times like these, when illogical
thinking, fantasy and hysteria guide a large
part of the “thinking” on the Japanese
American problem, it is necessary to combat
this hysteria with the facts,

And it is with facts, strongly contrasted
with the fiction of the race-baiters, that
Japanese Americans and their suporters have
been countering this propaganda.

The radio forum on KOVO Wednesday
night was typical of the type of thinking en-
gendering race hatred and the type of think-
ing that will eventually defeat it.

The AFL representative made many
charges, interlaced with rampant emotional
appeals against the “Jap invasion” of Utah.
One speaker charged that 30,000 Japanese
Americans have come into the state. Another
declared that “Japs” were flooding the
schools, apparently referring to Brigham
Young University. One speaker declared
that while other Americans were fighting
in the army, Japanese Americans were not
subject to the draft.

The facts in the case, as told by Arthur
Goeth, Elmer Smith and Ariel Ballif, were
these: 6,000 Japanese Americans have set-
tled in Utah, and the area is now closed for
any further resettlement. Brigham Young
University has been “flooded” with exactly
15 Japanese American students, of whom
several are subject to iminent call by the
draft. And certainly we know that 10,000
Japanese Americans are in the army.

Nigei will do well to remember, in the
midst of these verbal forays, that is is only
a small segment of the population that at-
tempts to stir up race antagonism. Certainly
in Salt Lake City the AFL has shown it
has little support. Their attack is an attack
not even by labor, but by a small segment
of labor. The CIO has steadfastly retained
its position on the rights of all minority
groups and many AFL members themselves
have proven that they disagree with the
present tactics of some of its members.

The AFL technique has only nuisance
value, but it has a good deal of that. Pre-
posterous though their claims and accusa-
tions, they must be answered.

They can be countered, they are being
countered with facts. The fiction they dream
up is dissipated by the light of clear think-
ing. And the majority of the people are anx-
ious to be fairminded on the whole problem.

A Promise Kept

Proper recognition must be given the
stand of NBC in presenting Ben Kuroki on
the Ginny Simms propram after attempts
were made to bar him from the air. Though
the first attempt was successful, NBC later
countermanded the ban on Sgt. Kuroki.

When Ginny Simms announced that Sgt.
Kuroki would not appear on her broadcast,
she expressed her deep regret and promised
that she would try to have him appear at a
later date.

That promise was kept, and for that,
thousands of Japanese Americans are grate-
ful.

A good deal of pressure was undoubtedly
brought to bear upon NBC in this matter of
banning the nisei soldier from his scheduled
radio appearance, We are glad that the net-
work was courageous enough to reverse a
former stand and right a former wrong.

We like reading about the boys of the
100th Infantry. We enjoy reading about
their amazing bravery, their resourcefulness,
their dogged determination.

But we get our biggest kick out of read-
ing of their capture of Hitler’s “unconquer-
able Aryans.” And we wonder what happens,
then, to the Nazi theory of white supremacy.

We hope that by war’s end, these men
of the 100th and the 442nd and other Japan-
nese Americans in our fighting forces will
have shown their worth to some of the white
supremacy crowd at home.
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MR. TOJO OF JAPAN

By Taro Yashima |

VAtajrA R b

Nisel

L——by LARRY TAJRRI

The first Japanese American
to die in the war of the demo-
cratic peoples against fascism was
Jack Shirai, the New York res-
taurant worker who became a
machine-gunner in the Abraham
Lincoln batallion. Jack Shirai was
killed in action on a hot sum-
mer’s day at Brunete and his
body is buried on some thirsty
hillside in Spain, but the bullet
which drilled a hole in his fore-
head was fascist. Spain was a
bloody prologue to global conflict.
Spain provided the stage for a
dress rehearsal of the wholesale
aggresgions to come,.

Across the world in Manchuria
in 1931 and later in Ethiopia there
had been other transgressions up-
on the ragged pattern of peace
which had been half-heartedly
woven on the loom of collective
security, With the gift of hind-
sight it is not difficult to per-
ceive today that fascism could
have been stopped—at Corfu, in
Manchuria, Ethiopia and Spain.
Fascism, and all that the ugly
word connotes, could have been
caged, if not thoroughly destroy-
ed, before Liukuochiac in 1937, be-
fore Czecho-Slovakia and Poland,
and before Pearl Harbor when
anti-fascism became the business
of the American nation. Perhaps
Jack Shirai knew this when he
left his job and hig girl in New
York to fire a machine-gun in
far-off Spain. On Christmas Day,
1936, he said as much over the
Madrid radio. He said: “I fight
for all men of Japanese ancestry
who oppose fascism and militar-
ism,”

The American volunteers of the
Lincoln battalion ecalled Jack
Shirai “the man with the laugh-
ing heart.” He died at Brunete
and his body is buried alongside
other Americans who died there,
Americans with names like Ray
Steele, Harry Hynes, Rubin Schech-
ter and Jean Bronstein. Of course,
the assistance of these young
Americans to the Loyalist cause
was wholly unofficial. The demo-
cratic powers believed then in
non-intervention. There were not
enough Shirais, Steeles, Hynesg,
Schechters and Bronsteins to
stem the fascist tide. The plund-
erers marched on. And on Dec. 7,
1941, Pvt. Torao Migita and thou-
sands of his fellow Americans
died at Pearl Harbor,

Fascism 18 not race, color or
creed. Fascism is an idea. It is
the very antithesis of democracy.
It is the theory of the master
frace and the enslavement and
persecution of all others. It is re-
action, armed and on the march.
It is the anti-Christ, destroying
cathedrals. Fascism believes in
the rule of the few and the sub-
mission of the many. In Germany
it restricted the business licenses
of a lesser favored peoples, and
segregated them into ghettos. But
fascism is not native to any single
land, owes fealty to no single
flag. It breeds wherever live the
germs of intolerance and bigotry.

Today Americans of Japanese

USA.

Fascism Has Many Faces ;

racial extractions, are deeply in-
volved in the war which fascism
has spawned. Already more than
one hundred Japanese Americans
have died on the sanguinary trail
from Salerno to Cassino. Unan-
nounced hundreds are in daily ac-
tion against the Japanese repre-
sentatives of the new order of
total aggression.

But the fascist mind is encount-
ered not alone on foreign battle-
fronts. There is a war against
fascism to be fought at home
against the dintolerance and pre-
Jjudice which are its manifesta-
tions. Hitler began in the streets
and beer halls of Munich with his
anti-Semitic poison, and there are
those who would make similar
scapegoats of the Japanese Amer-
icans in the United States. The
Nuremberg race laws of the Nazi i
are no more severe than the Ar-
kansas anti-evacuee law, which
forbids forever the ownership of
land in the state to any person
of Japanese ancestry. And there
is the angry minority on the west
coast which would exclude Ja-
panese Americans forever, or
would deport them en masse to
some shell-rocked Pacific island.
But the bitter men, whose minds
are warped with unreasoning hat-
red and prejudice, will not win,
for those who believe in democ-
racy are beginning to speak out,
as they begin to identify the fas-
cist mind at home with the enem
overseas, The bigots are in full
voice, but they will be drowned
out by the chorus of democracy.
Recent events point the way.

The State Senate of Colorado,
recognizing the implications be-
hind a move for punitive action
against a small group of the
state’s residents, defeated the anti-
alien property bill. An effort to
revive the bill through the med-
ium of the initiative is now being
fought by a group which repre-
sents some of the most wvital
forces within the state. Members
of this group which fights today
for racial justice for %oya.l resi-
dents of Japanese ancestry, in-
clude legislators and housewives,
educators and other professional
men, trade union representatives
and members of the various racial
and religious minorities. And
throughout the intermountain area,
m the Salt Lake valley and else-
where, similar groups of ecitizens
have risen to combat those who
would flaunt the constitutional
rights of a minority. These citi-
zens know that fascism has many
faces.

The Japanese Americans have
the support of thise who believe
in and are willing to fight for
democracy. But Japanese Ameri-
cans must also participate in that
fight, as American -men of Japa-
nese ancestry are a'ready com:
batting the faseist enemy in the
Pacific and in Italy. Jack Shirai
was the first Japanese American
to fight and die in the war against
fascism. He is not the last to
fight nor the last to die.

Close Quotes

“My job is not glamorous and
it’s full of miseries.”—Lund _
T. Main, supply officer, Heart

ancestry like Americans of all

‘Mountain.




