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Great Defense Wo rks, Accomplished Since
Pearl Harbor, Concealed by Gorgeous Screens

BY KYLE PALMER
| Times Staff Representative |
HONOLULU (Delayed.)—One of the worst fates that can over-

take a newspaperman—and one

most frequently encountered in

the battle-threatened Hawaiian Islands—is to hear a lot, see a lot

and learn a lot about things that thrill a reporter’s heart, and then
be told to keep it to himself, Practically all of it.

The censor has a word for it:

“Security.”
Maybe the reporter has a word

~or two, but the censor has the

last word. It is “no.”

DON'T \ENJOY SECRETS _

Of course, reporters can keep
secrets when they must, but
they don’t enjoy the experience;

and the arguments between war
correspondents and military cen-
sors would, in themselves, make
mighty interesting reading.

Some reporters go back home
and write books in which they
devote impassioned paragraphs
to descriptions of censorship and
the censors themselves, but the
censors, supplied with an inex-
haustible number of red pencils,
keep right on censoring.

Sitting here ruefully looking
over one of my own pieces re-
jected by the censor, I have
found the task of salvage virtual-
ly out of the question; and so
here goes for a slightly dif-
ferent and less graphic discus-
sion of the interesting subject
in hand.

AMAZING CHANGE

Escorted by Army or Navy of-
ficers I have been permitted to
look over the whole establish-
ment., I covered much of the
same ground a few months be-
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[ture of a preliminary blinding
flash of lightning, followed by a
really businesslike roar of thun-
der—the same being accompanied

quake, -
WAIT FOR PAY-OFF

In fact the noise and the bounc-
ing around seem quite pleasant.
So reassuring, under the circum-
stances. .
All of it is a part of the proc-
ess that men in the armed forces
down here describe as ‘“‘waiting
for the pay-off.” _ o B
They know the pay-off’s com-
ing and they feel grimly sure
‘they know who'll do the paying.
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by a fairly respectable earth-

- Nothing to get disturbed about,
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fore the Pearl Harbor attack. The
change in all respects is amaz-
g

Ground and air inspection of

|FATAL, SPELI/BROKEN

' e ! "UT.'f_f' 2 8y "‘.. iy
ent of one kind or another the
twining morning glory raises an
innocent pale blue eye to greet

the sun and rain, or a Japanese
invader if he should come,

Wild orchids nod around harm-
less -appearing mounds already
covered with grass and creeping
plants; coconut palms sway se-
renely over the concealed pres-
ence of a gun that can sink a
Japanese cruiser not sighted
from the land; banana, bread-!
fruit, papaia and kiawe trees,
giant koas and banyans and
monkeypods, perform like mili-
tary service,

In the pre-Pearl Harbor-attack

days there seemed to be a fatal

and almost magic spell over the

the placement of Army and Navy |

strong points—and, believe me,

strong points is a modest descrip-
tion—btrings many a shock of raw
astonjshment, and many a thrill,

What has been accomplished
in the Hawaiian area in 13
months represents a many-phased
miracle.

VAST WORK COMPI:ETED

The planning and the execut-
ing—the breath-taking magnitude
of the physical effort involved—
highlight the difference between
decades of preparation for a war
of theory and short months of
getting ready for a war of reality,

Everywhere there is tangible,
deadly evidence of the unremit-!
ting toil during the 24 hours of!
the day and all the 365 days of|
the year that has been necessary
to produce this eye-filling result.

NOT EASY TO FIND ’

One wonders where ships were
found in sufficient numbers and
of sufficient size and speed to
transport the millions of tons of
the vast impedimenta of war
which has been assembled here
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lands’ defenders, persuading
them that the Jap would never
come, Thig spell was swirled
away in the smoke and fire and
death and destruction of that
terrible Sunday in December.

RETURN EXPECTED

Now the assumption is that the
enemy will return when he feels
himself strong enough or when
his situation becomes sufficiently
desperate. The emphasis is on
readiness to meet the expected
blow.

At their posts, like busy ants,
the alert soldiers and sailors car-
ry on their appointed chores.
Comings and goings at sea are
matters strictly of official con-
cern and knowledge, and in the
hills and valleys and along the

since the Japanese attack—the

1ells, bomb: ,the guns and the
inks, the qonc*!‘g_te and the steel.
Even those who saw these in-
allations carried into effect, who
ork in them and operate from
rem by day and by night, who
iIscuss them with false noncha-
nce in the presence of the bug-
yed newcomer, are a little
wed and fairly bursting with
ride that comes from work well
Pne,

| Don’t conclude for an instant
1at all of this shows on the sur-
,ncg or that it is easy to see or
Ind.

| In this semitropical clime the
egetation is rank and the
rowth of vines and shrubs—
ven trees—is rapid. ik
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beaches you cz;x— pass within a
few feet of an entire company
of soldiers, armed to the teeth
and ready for action, and never
hear a sound or see a movement,

HEAR GUNS ROAR |
" And all the whilé, the fighters
and bombers, the darting scout

planeg and the great roaring
transports fill the skies; surface
war vessels move swiftly across
the horizon; huge convoys creep
in and out; submarines come and
go; men march and counter-
march, |
The boom and bang and
rattling pop of the big and little
guns are heard near by and far
off. When some of the big fellows
let go the effect in the general
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|TROUBLE FEARED -
| Those who rely on the loyalty
|of the Japanese population point
1o this over-all situation as prov-
|ing that no considerable fifth
|column exists here and that no
~{mass support of the enemy would
{be forthcoming if a major attack
(|develops.

| Not so with respect to the
i|opinion of the group that feels
serious trouble awaits only the
|word to “go.”

To the challenging assertion
{of “no sabotage,” they tersely
{ask: “So what?”

. Their answer also is their ex-
Iplanation. |
They see the Japanese sneak
attaclg as solely for the purpose
of crippling or destroying war-
ships, airplanes and military in-
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stallations. By the very nature
of the assault no paralysis o
military or civilian movements
on the ground was sought,

SECRECY VITAL

Moreover, it wag vitally im-
‘portant that secrecy be main-
tained throughout; that no gen-
eral knowledge of the imminence
of the event be known even to
sympathizers or general confed-
erates in the islands.

The attackers came literally
to hit, and then to run. They
brought no landing troops and
needed no co-operation of any
kind from supporters here. Such

supplied prior to the attack.
Fifth-column activity, sabo-
tage and active armed co-oper-
ation, it is argued, would have
‘been pointless so far as the first
attack was concerned; would be
held in abeyance until a more
auspicious occasion—such as an
actual invasion attempt when
disruption of traffic, internal dis-
order, destruction of vital in-
stallations, would count.

OPPOSITE CONCLUSIONS

Thus, it may be seen, from the
same set of facts and potential-
ities, two diametrically opposite
conclusions are drawn. What
makes the situation all the more
incompyehensible is that each
contending opinion is backed by
the judgment of competent ob-
servers and investigators.

Most of the aspects of the issue
discussed here have heen checked
and rechecked with officials
whose specific duty has been—
and is—to learn all there is to
know about a problem which
conceivably might represent life
or death, victory or defeat, for
the defenders of America’s great
military bastion in the Pacific.

All have discussed the matter
freely and candidly, and only
with such “off the record” res-
ervations as ordinary discretion
would dictate.

Yet the fact remains: with an
identical problem before them
they have reached different so-
Jutions, B R AT

help as they needed already had
been given in the information

—a

sincerely believes the Japanese

e

‘FEEL JAPS TREACHEROUS |
", Back of their mmediate di.
vergence is a fundamental dis:
agreement concerning the basic
gharacter of the Japanese as a
ace.

One student of the ‘situation

is inherently treacherous, fanat-|

ic,' wholly incapable of breakingt
‘through a shell, of tradition and

inherited race motives and influ-
ences. From this viewpoint it is
obvious that a Japanese cannot
comprehend true democratic
principles; cannot be assimilated
into a democracy.

The other view regards him
as’ being no different from any
other member of the human
family; feels he is well along the
road—in Hawaii—of develop-
ment as a true lover of liberty;
thinks of him here as being mis-

understood, unappreciated—the
innocent victim of circumstances.

NO MIDDLE GROUND

One group believes he has
earned- a chance to be trusted;
the other feels any trust is mis-
placed and any confidence a
reckless disregard of essential
precautions, ,
There is little middle ground
upon which to take a stand. Both
groups wind up their analyses
with a triumphant: “Wait and
see.”

What does the American-born
Japanese himself think of his
position? He was born here, has
attended school here, been
taught the doctrines of democ-
racy, followed a common life.
Also, he has been thoroughly ex-
posed to the culture and heritage
of his forefathers.

First, he is self-conscious and

- |of battle in defense of American

things good citizens—or smart’
enemy sympéthizers—would do.
Scores of American-born Japa-
nese doctors| haye pleaded for
‘opportunitiesito go to the battle
fronts in Europe and Africa.

In all prohability no satisfac-
tory answer’ to thisg critical and
genuinely tragic question will be
found until destiny itself adds
up the score o |

JOIN LABOR BATTALIONS

Meanwhile,| Japanese, Chinese,
Filipino and Caucasian live and
work and pla{y here side by side
in amity and common endeavor.
Japanese have been important
factors in helping to construct
fortifications, in advancing the
rapid excavation and completion
of air-raid shelters, in all other
activities where they have been
asked or permitted to serve.

Before this war is finished,
some say, the valor of American-
‘born Japanese on some far field

institutions may assist the na-
tion as a whole to resolve some
of its doubts.:

Hundreds of university stu-
'dents of Japanese descent, un-
able for motre than a year to
enlist in the !armed forces, have
insisted upon being enrolled in
labor battaligns, and have per-
formed prodigious feats. In talk-
ing to some 'of these boys, the
feeling is inescapable that they
are bewildered by the shadow of
suspicion that lies upon them;
that they would gladly risk their
lives to prove their loyalty.

JAPS ENLIST | |
Under orders just issued by |
Lieut. Gen. Pelos C. Emmons,

-

commanden| of the Army in the

aware of the questionable light
in which he stands. His atti-
tude is a mixture of philosoph-
ical resignation, submerged re-
sentment and confused thinking.
Judging by impressions one gets
from talking with many persoiis
of Japanese ancestry, the Amer-
ican-born Japanese is ashamed
of the infamy of the Pearl Har-
bor attack. :

JAPANESE PRESS

Japanese-language newspapers,
published in English and Japa-
nese, vie in printing accounts of
United Nations successes and
Japanese navy and army de-
feats: prominently display photo-
graphs of Japansee warplanes
falling into the sea, Japanese
warships going down in fire and
smoke,

"Both alien and American-born |

Japanese buy War Bonds in
commendable quantities, go read-
ily to the blood bank, do all the

Hawaiian. I}epartment, they will |
be permitted to volunteer for

Fombat ser\'ffice overseas. With-
In a few hours after the order

Was made public they began: en-
listing as rapidly as their appli-
cations could be passed upon,
An .initial combat team of 15()0
American-born Japanese wil] be

| ]
sent from Hawaii to Camp Shel-
within the next

by, Mississippi,
fev’I&‘rhweeks.

. thiere are in Hawaii, i«
tion to the round figure igf alc(l)?)l-
000 American-horn Japanese
sorMne1 40,0i00 tliens. 5

ales In the alien
are for. the most part celx)t:fggg
military age. | Their passive loy-
alty to the mperor of Japan
1S conceded. | They have been
away from Japan most of their

local J apanese{

lives. Their robable acti 1

the event of attack, or themtlisarlrg
age they could or would do, falls
obscurely intol the general maze
of contradictions on the entire

problem.
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FRIDAY MORNING.

Juestion of Jap Loyalty
in Crisis Haunts Hawaii

4 ; Opinions of Intelligent Observers Vary Widely
- on What Would Happen if dsle Were Attacked

BY KYLE PALMER
Times Staff Representative

HONOLULU (Delayed) — From the all-important standpoint
of internal security and also of military supremacy in the event

of all-out attack by the Japanese navy on Hawaii, the one big,
haunting, menacing question here is the loyalty of approximately
100,000 American citizens of Japanese ancestry.

Actually, the effective potential peril is nearer 15,000, for the
lesser figure represents males of military age. '

But large or small, any band'
of determined, desperate and
~ably led fifth columnists in this
area might turn the course of
the war in the Pacific—if cer-
tain developments should occur.

- PUZZLING PROBLEM

That’s why the problem looms
go large upon the horizon of
those charged with the para-

mount task of maintaining this
base both as an offensive and de-
fensive factor in the global war.

Anyway you look at it, it's a,
riddle.

There is not a single angle of
the matter that has not devel-
oped sharp and seemingly irrec-
oncilable disagreement. There is
- no agreement, in fact, among the
military, naval and civil agen-
cies specially charged with se-
curing aecurate information on
the subject,

Given equal opportunity to
check the facts, the possibilities,
probabilities and potentials, two
or more persons of presumably
equal intelligence, preparation
and perception will arrive at dif-
ferent — probably violently op-
- posite—conclusions.

WHAT'S FEARED

It’s just as complex as that—
and just as baffling.

One group, by no means to be
regarded as alarmist, is unshak-
ably convinced that a sizable
army of American-born Japa-
‘hese, trained as saboteurs, espi-
onage agents and specialized
fifth columnists, merely awaits
the appointed hour to rush forth,
dig up buried weapons and am-
munition, shoot Hawaii’s defend-
gE in the back and create such

voc as time and opportunity
11 permit. :
| ['hey have their reasons and
their related factors.
heir predictions.are dire and
their forebodings uncomfortable,
to say the least. f

RECORD SPEAKS

- They have one formida]:)le,
virtually unexpirable combina-
tion of facts to bolster their po
gition.

" The record unmistakably
ghows that the Japanese popula-
tion significantly failed to re-
spond to its opportunities—and
the nation’s peril—during the
months that led up to and fol-
lowed the treacherous murder
that rained out of the skies over

Pearl Harbor.

en away to reveal the qnce-smil-
an milkman sitting behind a bat-

SABOTAGE QUESTION
Next, take the question of sabo-

‘tage. No one challenges the fact

that a great deal of espionage is
going on; some of it successfully
secret, much of it under the non-
committal eyes of the naval and
military intelligence services and
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion.

All told, less than 1000 Japa-
nese have been interned. Indi-
viduals are being picked up con-
tinually; others are known.

As to sabotage, however, there
is much argument, Not about
what might have been perpe-
trated, but about the possibili-
ties and likelihoods. |

All sides are agreed that no|
single act of known sabotage oc-
curred coincidentally with the ar-
rival of Japan’'s hit-and-run sur-
face, air and subsurface craft on
Deec. 7, 1941,

No one,

STORIES BLASTED

Not even the dramatic episcd
so often repeated on the main-
land about the familiar milk wag-
on at Pearl Harbor, the sides of

which were reported to have fall-

NS

Despite the known presence in
Hawaii of Japanese army and
navy spies, and a 24-hour opera-
tion of consular agents here for
years—many of them believed to
be still here and undetected—
there has not been a single in-|
stance in which an American-
born citizen of Japanese ancestry
has voluntarily exposed either
their identities or their activi-
ties.

That is quite an indictment,

EXPLANATIONS APLENTY
Explanations aplenty are made,

for this, among them the assur-

ance that the rank and file of
Japanese on the islands had no
actual knowledge or evidence of
sinister activities, that they re-
garded the inquiries and inspec-
tions of consular agents and
Japanese military personnel as
merely routine or based on eco-
nomic and trade rivalries.

This easy dismissal of such re-
markable reticence in the face of
increasing evidence of warlike
preparations and menaces by: the
imperial Japanese government
wears a little thin in places. On
the dther hand, it may well have
logical application to the mass of
local Japanese. '

fre nearest red mud ditch; and

ery of death-dealing machine
quns. If the milkman was there,
e probably was trying to malge
imself as small as possible In

is wagon, if present, contained
'nly milk, or cream for the morn-
1g coffee,

And while it would seem heart:|
Lss to rob the Pearl Harbor trag-

;Kiy'of any of its murderous and |
“ideous aspects, it still 1s only !
Yir to record that no trucks or
‘ther vehicles zigzagged through
{onolulu streets or along impor-
‘ant highways to impede the
llassage of troops or military
' quipment.

'N VITAL POSTS

. This popular tale, circulated on
‘he mainland from eoast to coast
‘'nd still making the Ijoun'ds,‘
‘imply was a bit of imaginative
‘octoring of a picture that really
‘eeded no adornment or high-
. ghting. .

. Opportunity for sabotage while
‘he Japanese flyers were over-
| ead lay readily available to any
killing hand. Resident Japanese
'Sccupied vital posts in .ylrtually
'every important Hawaillan pub-
lic utility — power plants, tele-
phone companies, gasoline sta-
tions, water works, transporta-
tion systems., They're still at

hose posts. | .
However, with only such inter-

ruptions as the terrible occasion
would have brought under any
cireumstances all essential pub-
|lie functions were continued in
full operation.






