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TRCUBLE ANMCNG JAPANESE ANERICANS =1

Trouble has been experienced in the past few weeks in a mmber of the Japanese
Relccation Centers, The disturbances at Poston, Arizona, and Manzenar, California,
were sufficiently serious to get intc the papers; and there have been others which
indicate pretty clearly thet something is the matter.

I had been at Poston until a short time before the disturbance and I am afraid .,
I must report that the newspaper interpretstion of it--that the ricters were merely
pro-Axis elements--was oversimplified. FPro-Japanese sentiment, and a plain hoodlum
element in the center, played a pert in the troutle. Put the situaticn of which
the troublemakers toock advantage was produced by other causes, chiefly two: the
great sense of frustration which &ll members of the camps feel and the grest
cleavage between the first and second generation which has made the American-bern
who cocperate with the authorities, the subject of atteck. "As you have not been
treeted .as_Americens, yuur cooperation must be opportunism," 1is the charge.

In the case of the trouble at the Jerome center in Arkansas, where threats cof
violence and reluctance to participate in communal work have been reported, the
factor of contact with the native attitudes toward the Negro is alsc invclved,

It must be remembered that these 110,000 peeple are in the cemps presumsbly
only because they were unable-to find places to go, veluntarily, before the mass-
evacuation order was issued. They should not be confused with the 1,874 suspected
enemy aliens in internment camps. There are ten relccation aress, managed by the
civilien War Relocaticn Authority, in undeveloped regions of Arizcna, California,
Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, and Arkansas. Evacues live in barrecks, often over-
crowded, with compunal services as in the army. The extreme boundaeries are
guarded by the militarye.

If cooperation with the authorities has unfortunately become a hazard, it has
been made so in part by the decisicn of the WRA limiting participation in govern=-
ment to the Americen-born. Only they may belong to the community councils which
have been set up in the camps as a measure of democracyi While two-thirds cf the
population are citizens, less than half of them are of adult age, and it is this
inexperienced group that has had to bear the burden of the responsibilty. Their
parents are for the most part old; their average age is fifty-six. They
have helped build America and have sacrificed their lives so that their children might
enjoy the fruits of American citizenship. Evacuation has meant for them a bitter
realization of failure. The small concessions made in camp to the citizenship of
their children seem to them unreelistic and unprepresentative.

The riots, though depleorable, were in a sense helpful, since they attracted
ettention to problems which can ronly be sclved with the help of public opini on
The solution decided on by the WRA is to remove as many as possible of the leyal
evacues - for work in communities outside the military aress. They see thst -
resettlement and assimilation must be pushed forwerd now, while the shortaze of
labor threoughout the country makes it economically easier. So far about a thousand
have obtained their release, three hundred of them in colleges and universities.
The FEI has agreed to certify for exit, in advence, individuals who are look .ing
for jobs, which should speed up the process scmewhat.

To date there is no provision for redistribution of the evscues frcm the centers
except as individuals. Placement ¢f them, sight-unseen and with generla suspicicn
rempent, 1is difficult enough, but added to this is the reluctence onthe part of
the Japanese to go out alone into a part of the country they have never seen,
where they fear discrimination, and where they will be cut off from the social
contacts upon which they depend. This is especially true of the parents, whose
individual adjustment to a strange community would be extremely difficult.
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As they constitute the skilled farmers who formerly grew an annual crop worth more
than $100,000,000 in California, group resettlement of them, limited perhaps to twenty-
five families each, would not only fecilitate their exit tut return them to =a
productivity which is badly needed. To a planned program for selected areas they
could bring their own resources on & cocperatives basis.

Group relccation., of course, need not and should nct be limited to racial groupse
The American=-born, at least, should be available as part of the War Manpower POCL
for placement in small groups in factories. Their asscciation with the larger
Americen group should result in their speedy assimilaticn.

It is also hoped that the arny will resume selective service of pmericans of
Japenese origin. There were nearly five thousand in the services when further
enlistments were halted, shortly befcore the evecuaticn, and calls for vounteers
who can read and write Japanese heve recently been issued. A renewed oppertunity
for joining the United States armed forces would have a deeply beneficial

psychological effecte.

Perhaps 30,000 of the 110,000 now in the relccetion centers cen be resettled
and, given piblic support for the effort, will be, ©Of the remaining 80,000
a certain number of hoodlums and "pro=-pcis" pecple, plus perhaps those who have
signed up for repatriaticn to Japen, should be moved to e separate camps, as has
been suggested. All the others, exvept as they may be relocated in grcups,
are going to stay in the relccation centers a long time.

Will there be a real attempt tc make these areas self-supporting befcre the
people in them become too demoralized? It would be tragic--and very expensive
as well-=if they came to be simply stagnant reservations for the old, the misfit and
the very young. Here agian there seems to be a possibility for small-group ten-
ancies. whereby at least a few of the relccation areas mey be developed by the
evecues themselves, with their own caepital,.tools, and manual skill,

Finally, I hope that the Wra will attempt to deal with these peorle as a whole
in problems of self-government, rather than dealing merely with the second-genera-
tion group. As individuals leave to take work oubside, the age divisions among
those left will become even mcre unbalanced. The Stabilizing ififluence of the
parents will be still more neede in the government of the centers, It is estimated %t
that about 50 percent of the non-citizens are now at least paasively loyal to
America. 1 think that this propertion could be increased end I think this effort,
too, is worth meking, if only for their influence on the children. Steps along
this would be opening the Community Councils to the parents, establishing an Inter-
Center Relocation Council and putting into effect an adult-education program, with
a newspaper or bulletin printed in Japanese end English. Through it the evacues
themselves could assist in the problem of relocation.

Poston has finally recieved a priority rating for the purchase of material for
school buildings to be constructed by the evacues, Surely it is understandable that
the degree of cooperation for community projects that can be obtained in any of the
centers depends upon the degree to which the people feel that they are teing occupied
in work that will lead tc self-respecting future for them. The solution of the prob-
lem is, in short, to return the evacues to their normal civilian status both by
getting them out of the centers and by making the centers themselves much like other
places in America as possible. Isamu Noguchi

1 Isamu Noguchi, the writer of this artical, is a well known American sculptor. Eis
father is the Japanese poet, Yone Noguchi, his mother, an pmerican. He has recently
returned from the relocation center of Foston, Arizona, to which he went voluntarily
last April; his object in going was to help relocation by contributing his services
as an arfist in developing the areas. Evecues mey now leave the camps to take pri-
vate employment anywhere in the area between the aAlleghenies and the Rocky Mountaians.
The changed policy of discouraging any ectivity that might give the Japanese an ince-
ntive to stay in the camps has forced his return to New York.-The Editor.
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supports have been snatched away from them. They, along with their elders, were
removed from their homes, vocations, and schools, from their friends and social ties,
often at great financial loss. And they have been confronted with an unpredictable
and consequently terrifying future. Worst of all, relocation has fastened on them t
the galling stigma of suspision. In this atmosphere it was inevitsble that they
should be subjected to psychic and emotional deterioration, which in some cases has
become overt in strikes and riots.

The first step toward the moral rehabilitation of this unhappy group is to clear
the innocent of unjust suspision by segrefating the disloyal. And the evidence is
that the great majority are innocent of any subversive design or intent. 1In Haper's
for last Qctober an anonymous intelligence officer of the armed forces who had car-
ried on a long investigation of our West Coast Japanese published his conclusion that
at least 75 per cent were loyal. It is likely that this figure is purposely con-
servative: the responsible administrators of the centers would probably place the
percentage well above 90. MNore convincing is the fact that the army has recently
begun %o recruit Japenese-imerican regiments on a voluntary-enlistment basis. Army
recruitment has done a great deal to restore the self-respect of the evacuees. Even
more effective would be inducting them under the draft, after segregation of the
disloyal. The young men are eager to serve their country, but thdy want to serve
it on a basis of equality; they regard voluntary enlistment as in itself a form of
diserimination, and they have doubbcdé the special Japanese-American contingents "Jap
Crow" regiments. As a result, voluntary enlistments have been relatively few.

A second necessary step to begin to work oub now the permanent solution of the
problem. Merely to encourage or to use pressure on the Japanese to leave the centers
for outside employment is not a complete solution. MNany of them can and should go
out, but many of them have been disqualified by "war shock" from going out and
starting life anew without considerable support and advance preparation. A careful
farily survey, by qualified social workers, would determine which are qualified to
go out and which hed better stay in the centers until a permanent resettlement plan
is devised.

For those who remain in the centers a more normal life should be worked out,
better recreational and adult-education facilities provided, and a system of nor-
mal economic enterprise developed. Cooperative sgricultural and industrial projects
on the orthodox profit-making pattern would restore the initiative of the evacuees
and greatly reduce costs in operating the centers. Geniine civic self-goverment
should be partoffithe program. !

As to permanent resettlement, the goverment should by all means begin to lay
down the broad lines now, lest at the end of the war the whole question be approached
on the basis of emotional politics and racial prejudice. Nany of the evacuees can
doubtless shift for themselves and regain a worth-while place in American community.
But many others, probably the majority, if left to themselves would sink to the
status of migratory workers. There 18 specialneed for a permanent agricultural-
settlement program for the highly skilled farmers among them, preferably in small
groups to safeguard them from race discrimination on the one hand and from segrega-
tion in ghettos on the other. To effect permanent resettlement, the goverment must
ally itself with liberal community and religious leaders and groups to assure fair
play and non-violence.

Only a few hotheads among us need whipping-boys as an emotional outlet during the
war. The rest of us might reflect on how best to emerge from the relocation enter-
prise with a minimum of damage to the evacuees and to our own national dignity,
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