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LITTLE KAUAI IN THE WAR
By stella M. Jones ;

When the news of the Pearl Habor attack reached the northern Hgwgiian island of Keu-
ai at nine-thirty on that Sunday morning, the island sprang intc action. By noon the
Red Cross anncunced itself ready for emergency; the Frovisiocnal Police had assembled
at the County Court House awaiting orders. All that nadght men watched for enemy plan-
es; for the landing of parachute trocps. The harbors were watched for enemy ships.

Roy Scouts kept lonely virgils scanting air and sea, running errands through the dark,
carrying messages between men on duty. In hastily blacked-out kitchens, women brewed
coffee and made sandwiches for the workers.

A year's preparation lay behind this night's work and that of the months to follow.
Japanese citizens served alongside the others. But the inter-group adjustment which
permitted such cooperation had been decades in the making,

Into this scene of highly organized cooperation came martial law. The right of har-
eas corpus was rescinded, provost courts were established. Though many orders applied
only to enemy aliens and their decendants, the field laborer and the plantation manag-
or alike were required to submit to a new rhythm of life, hitherto unheard-of restric-
tions. "The Military" became a force to be reckcned with.

Goverment officials and men of the service from the United States mainland were con-
ditioned to regard the Japanese population as potential if not active enemies. But of
necessity they soon looked to the haoles, or whites, for gudiance in their activities.
And the haoles, while serving as coordinators, depended upon the prewar defense organi-
zation and the natural leaders of the communities. Under the military censorship, the
local newspaper and the local radic were effective not only in announcing military re-
gulations, explaining them to both Japanese and Filipinos in their own languages, bLut
in turning energies into useful channels. Of major importance during the first truing
days was their service in quashing false rumors.

Engrossed in adjustment to life under the new orders, suddenly the island realized
a cleavage between its two major groups, the Jepanese and the rilipinos.

The hopes of the Filipinos became identified with General MacArthur's stand. With
the fall of Bataan, the taking of lManila, and finally the fall of Corregidor, they be-
came increasingly moody and restless. They could no longer send money home to allevi-
ate possible suffering. Filipinos did not want to work; they wanted to fight. Autho-
rities were beset by requests to meke up a battalion of Filipinos. Unrelieved, the
mood was directed sgainst the island Japanese

In the meantime, slghts:real and fancied that they had endured at Japanese hands in

the past were magnified; smoldering dislikes became hatreds. lany Japanese had been

overbearing gnd superior as overseers in the fields. Filipino policemen commissioned
" to search Japanese homes for arms and emmunition handled the situation rudely; as bla-
ckout werdens, they enjoyed startling Japanese households. They spied upon actions of
the Japanese, seeking evidence of sabotage. Taunting of Japanese by Filipinos was e
common. "There was much talking but little touching," is the island's way of express-
ing the situation. ,

Emboldened by military regulations regarding alien property and money, Filipinos re-
fused to pay their accounts at Japanese stores. During blackeut evenings, Filipino dw-
elt upon their unhappy state. They sherpened their cane-knives and the "bolos" which
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Since December 7, attention has been so focused upon Honolulu

that the rural islands of Hawail have been lost sight of. VYet it

is only by taking a small unit of Hawaii, a cross-section of the

racial and cultural compesition of the island group, that the so-

cial significances of the war can bestudied at close range.
Such & unit is the island of Kauai, the northermost of the gro-

up, encompessed within a coastline of one hundred and six miles
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and with a mean diameter of ftwenty-four miles. 1Its rich acres
are giving over largely to the growing of sugar cane snd pineap-
ples. Roughly three guarters of its populstion have been living
on the plantations, the remaiping quarter serving the pgricultur-
al workers in merchandising, smell ferming and fishing, the Jap-
anese dominant in ell three occupations. The population of 36,
000 roughly consist of 27 per cent Japanese, 26 per cent Filipi-
nos (mostly male adults), 12 per cent Caucasians, or American
whites, 9 per cent Hawaiians and pert-Hawaiians, 2 per cent Chi-
nese, 7 per cent Portuguese, 2 per cent Puerto Ricans and 1 per
cent Koreans; the remaining 6 per cent are of varied ancestry.
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they had long cherished. They made new ocnes from old automobile springs. The attem-
pt of the military authorities to collect these weapons met with doubtful success.

The Japanese, too, were in a highly emotional state. Having been gaining steadily

in political prominence, in leadership and in economic importance in the community,
they felt this ss & special blow to their pride. From all that could be ascertained,
including & starement for publication by a former commanding officer of the district,
the Ja panese of Keuai had no part in nor preknowledge of the Fearl FHarbor attack.
As stated by one of their leaders, and a trusted Japanese, "Pecaunselit wés an-evént
ebhorred by the Japanese, they could not face it the same day. Fear gripped the ma-
jority on Kauai." Vomen and children hid in their homes, not knowing what tc expect
from their néighbors, the goverment nor from the attacking forces. That many, both
alien and citizen, felt a deep sense of shame of Japan cannot be doubted.

one of the first orders of the military closed the language schools, another pro-
hibited gatherings in numbers in which the Japanese language was spoken. Checking
accounts of the enemy aliens were frozen beyond the withdrawal of fifty dollars a
week. Then, on Dec. 1ll, announcement were made of the detention of forty-one Jaran-
ese, alien and citizen, who had been placed in the County Jail. 0n Dec. 22, a series
of restrictions specif'ied enemy aliens; prohibition agasinst having firearms, or other
weapons, amnunition, short-weve radios, telescopes or cameras, signal devices, enemy
flage and the like. Though trevel was permitted within a district during daylight
hours, the alien must be at home during blackout hours; others were permitted to be
abroad longer. The alien must not move his residence or travel by plane without sp-
ecial permission. Use of the Japanese language in public was discouraged.

The Niihau incident added to the discomfiture of the Japanese. (Cne of the attack-
ing planes had been forced down on the islet of Niihau on December 7. Unaware that
there was a war in progress, the community treeted the pilot as a visitor and in is-
land-fashion placed him in the care of the Japanese residents, an alien and a citiz-
en., How the pilot used the Japanese as accomplices and, suspected by the Hawaiians,
attempted to take the island by use of his machine gun, is well known; also that a
husky Hawaiian end his wife attacked the armed flier and killed him. The perfidy of
the Niihau Japanese was keenly felt by the Japanese on Fauwai, for it raised the gues-
tion as to whether this incident might be considered in miniture the reaction of the
Japanese population in event of landing of enemy forces on Keuwai. Suicide by the Jap=-
anese citizen of Niihau was follcowed by suicide of a Kauai relative, The shelling
of Naw iliwili Pay, Kauai, on the New Years's Day, though ineffectual, heightened the
tension. News of the interment of Japenese in Californias wes disturbing.

The interment of & few leaders not only intensified the fear of the Jgpanese but
tended tolbreak their solidarity. It left the way cpen for leadership of the young-
er generation who had long sought to turn Japanese more wholly tc American ways and
effect a clean break with Japan.

Keuai haed & serious internal problem to solve. A morale committee was formed of
& Filipino personnel worker on a plentation, a Cathclic priest especially populer with
Filipinos, end two Christian ministers, hsoles, who had long been interested in the
Japanese, They served during trying times and did much tc avert trouble. The work
was s0 cocrdinated that, should difficulties arise between a Filipinoc end a Japanese,

each was approached by a member of his own group end an understanding attempted.
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The Filipino problem appears to have been met at least temporsrily by incorporating
a large mumber of Fillpino intec the Frovisional Folice and lome Guard, of which they
compose of 85 per cent. The remainder are 10 per cent Frotuguese and § per cent haoles.
They have been promised incorporetion into the army proper should the need arise.

Sporadic trouble with the Japanese still arises. The plantaticns have had to meke
a few changes, replacing with their own countrymen Japanese overseers of Filipinc lebor-
ers. Personnel workers say that they cen feel an undercurrent , but overt expressién
of enimosity is surprisingly rare. The influence of the churches, both Frotestant
and Catholic, has been effective in everting trouble., The wife of & Filipino minis-
ter remarked: "We can tell how they feel by how they pray. They put pgreat feith in
Fresident Roosevelt and they pray for his health and guidance, They remember lacirth-
ur also in their prayers end ask that he be spared to drive out the Japanese from the
Philippines.”

But the Japenese situation was considered in need of further attention. 1In lay,
the commanding officer of the Kauai District approved a morale committee, the wotk to
be carried on under the lNilitary Department of Intellipgence. The advisers are local
hasoles, but the actual contacts are made largely by progressive Japenese.

First, & series of meetings was held in egch district, one in Japanese for the old
folks, another in English for the ycunger generations. At the forty-three meetings,
ettendance was estimated at almest 100 per cent of the young and adult populaticn, with
many repeaters. Here military orders and their reasons were explainred and the situation
was frenkly stated. Japanese insistence upon language schools, contrary to the best
interests of Americanism, was given as one reascn for differentiation of Japanese in
military orders; their affiliation with worship of the imperiel family of Japan necess-
iketed the closing of the Fuddhist and Shinto temples, it was explained. These factors
naturally placed the Japenese under suspicion, which they in fairness should recognize.

Response to the leaders was gratifying. "We are willing," "We didrnot understand
before," and "Hawaii is our home," were reiterated. _

Young people were exhorted to shew their loyalty, to "get off the fence." Fut it
was not easy to silence their guestion in many phases, "Wihy are we not trusted?" Dis-
cussion sometimes lengthened into hours. Exclusion from active participation in cer-
tain defense work, both paid and voluntary, brought tears and confusion.

The Japanese morale comnittee went even further. A printed questionnaire was ecir-
culated to secure not only a numerical census of the Japanese but their political sta=-
tus, expatriated or not, and age grouping. In attempt to measure their psychological
reaction to the wgr situation, evry femily was asked to state what war work had been
done, how much had been invested in war bonds, to what sect each member belonged and
how many had donated to the blood bank.

Though it wes not the intenticn of the committee that military pressure should be
uged, misunderstandings were inevitable, Some investigators used the terms "military"
and "F,B,I." to gain the information they sought. There was a rush to buy war bonds
so that families could report their purchase. By June, 1542, the Japanese population
of Kauai had purchased over a half millien dollars' worth. Social pressure was rampant,
but as one alien smilingly remarked, "Japenese are used tc social pressure and they
are afraid." FHe continued, "The schools have exerted pressure.and the Japanese com-
munity has exerted pressure, and they give and do things because they are afraid nct
to do them., They sent their children to language schools because they were afraid
not to send them. And now this fear persist but in enother form. They are afraid
not to do the things they are called upcnitoddo, whether it is humenly possible or
not." The extent of their participation bears cut the statement. ©n the other hand,
the morale committee did much to allay fear, to help them in problems peculiary Jap-
anese and to bring them out of their self-imposed isolation.

This is a Typical Speech to the older generation: "We came tc Hawaii forty or
fifty years ago and we brought our picture brides. We have raised our children
here and this is our adcpted country. We have profited here. FEven in time of war
like this, we are in most ways treated equally, like other nationalties. Ve are
previded with gas masks, we get cur food, our rice, the same as any others. (Cas-
oline rationing is the same for everrybody. That is why aliens appreciate what
the United States is doing for us. We must respond to that gppreciation by doing
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what we cen to win the war for America. We must buy war bonds, help with the work
for defense, . We can do civilian defense work on Kauvai, volunteer service, give to
the blood bank. You women can help with the Red Cross work.

"Should any of you older people feel thet you should do something to help Japen ,
think first what the result would be on other Japanese on the island-it would reflect
on the whole group. How many of you want to be sent to Japan? (No answer.) Then you
consider Hawaii your home. Do what you can tc win this wgr for Americal If any trou-
ble comes to Haweii, see that it cannot be traced tc any (name of community) home."

The work of the committee was followed by organization of Japanese in a voluntary
group called the Sons of Mohihana, neme for the vine symbolic of the island. The gave
generouly to various community funds for the entertainment of soldiers and promoted
the sale of war bondse. The building of evacuee camps and the cutting of brush were
left larfely to them, under military orders. Each Sunday hundreds of Japasnese in evry
community labored to accomplish the work assigned. That the work was supervised by
the military authorities appears to have given them satisfication. Furkhering of re-
letionships between the military fcorces and the Japsnese wes accomplished by assign-
ing soldiers to work alongside.

At first, efforts of the Japenese community tc add to the entertainment and comf-
ort of mainlend soldiers were misunderstood, and hurt feelings resulted. 'Fut a bet—
ter understanding of island customs on the part of military auvtherities has brousht
about an adjustment.

Still enother force in aligning the Japanese of Hawaii with the war effort is the
presence of scldiers of Japanese ancestry in the American armed forces. Foth drafts
of Hawaiien youth included Japanese boys. The satisfaction of the boys at Camp NeCoy,
VWiisconsin, as reflected in thier letters home, thier acceptance in the midwestern ci-
ties as loyal pmericans, did much to break down old relaticnship with Japen. Then
news wes recieved that a Kauai soddier of Japanese descent wes engaged in the battle
of the Coral Sea and had been removed to Austrelia, a group of older Japanese in the
community called upon the family and, with much bowing, congradulated the pesrents up-
on their son's bravery, saying, "We must stand behind cur boys fighting for America."
The Japnese young men are glamoring for an opportunity to enlist. The desire for ad-
venture and longing to escape from an uncomf'ortable situation no doubt are factors,
in addition to a need to demonsir&te their loyalty to America.

There are other &ctssof sincerity by the Japenese. The Commanding officer of Kau-
ai had ordered all symbols of Shintoism removed from the temples. A movement spread
from one community to another in the destruction of the home ancestrsl ahrines. Tven
a statement in the local press that this was unnecessary failed to stop it. Then fol-
lowed the volutary destruction of two Shinto buildings, and plans to demolish others.

There are some, who cannot make this psychological adjustment. Two suicides occcur-
ed the Tirst week. A young Japenese was tried in the Provost Court for expressing
symathy with Japen. He pled guilty and asked for leniency on the grounds that he was
under the influence of liquor at the time. liany old people prefer to stay at home
rather than risk the uncertainty of outside contacts. Other old and middle-aged Jap-
enese, however, find that their long residence in Hawaii has prepared them more than
they were aware for acceptance of American culture. One of the most difficult chang-
es is the substitution of English for Japanese. Those who cannct converse in English
are uncomfortable cutside the home.

Gredually, the Japanese are adjusting thier finances to the new situation. The
tanomoshi, a popular Japenese financing method, is prectically frozen. TFor it not
only involves handling money in large sums, prochibited by the goverment, but re-pires
meetings of members in numbers, also prohibited. It is generally accepted that the
language school is a dead issue. FProperties are being liquidated and the money is
being placed in war bonds to finance scholarship for Japanese youths after the war.
Deep sea fishing, in prewar days almost wholly controled by the alien Japenese, no
longer exists. Their boats were beached by presidential proclamation. 4 company of

Hawaiians and Filipinos combined to purchase the sampens and tackle of one Japanese
group, to fish within the narrow limits allowed citizens and naticnals. There rera-

in s much to be done to straighten out the economic tangle of Japanese finances,.
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and the custodian of alien property is acting in their tehalf. WVNeanwhile, families
who have deprived of their incomes of war conditions, femilies of internees, langua-
ge-echool teachers, fishermen and the like, are being cared for by public funds, if
needed.

What should the Japanese do about politics? This question was being debated dur-
ing the summer of 1942. (omplete withdrawdl might reflect upon their loyeslty, their
courage. On the other hand, any racial turn the election might take might be inter-
preted by VWashington as indicating a dangerous situation. Four candidates of Japan-
ese ancestry weresslated for the primary, but withdrew their candidecy before the gen-
eral electicns.

It is significant that, though leadership emong the non-hacles hed been deliberate-
ly fostered by the plantgtions of Keauai, haole leadership has come to the foreground
in the crisis. The seriousness of the situstion is recognized, and the haole is gen-
erally accepted as the best equipped toc deal with outside forces.

Heweiians, Chinese, FPortuguese, the loyalty of one of them gquestioned, ere profit-
ing in defense jobs. Filipinos and Koreans, as "nationals," fall into this category.
It is natural that they should look with complacency upon the discomfor of their for-
mer rivals, the Japanese, whos prewar positicn wes one of ascendancy in économic com-
petition. ©ld enimosities between Portuguese end Filipinos are fading in the light
of common effort. RAhrew echesion is being engendered betwesn the various non-white,
non-Japanese groups, which will no doubt serve as a check upon any tehdency of Japen-
ese to resume mscendancy in postwar Kauai. FEut the young people of all froups, esp-
ecially those who attended high school together, are standing firmly by their Japan-
ese friends.

Thus the little ialand of Keuai, a unit in the Hawaiian experiment in human rela-
tions, is in the process of solving its problems. ¥Nc violence has occured. %o whole-
sale interment has been found necessary. Where precautionary measures have been taken,
their need is recognized and accepted. A house-cleaning of affiliations with Japan
has been prosecuted fearlessly and thoroughly, leaving not a disgruntled Japanese
population, but a people shocked into appreciation of the land of their adoption or
birth and of their rightful position in it.

The main factors contrbutery to this situation are: first, along program of ccmm-
unity cooperation and tolerance of cultural differences; second, the acceptance of
democracy by astrongly naticnalistic foreign people; third, the willingness end abi-
lity of the military powers to analyze the local complex and to temper their actions
accordingly. There are still many problems, but in the light of the presént situation,
Keual may continue to expect the exercise of intelligence and sympathy in their sol-
ution
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