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Proceedings and Debates of the 77th Congress, Second session . 

some questions about Pearl Habor. 
Remarks of Hon . Jeanne t te Rankins$ of ontana l ithe Ho se of Rep. 12/8/42 

_iss Rankin of Montana. Mr · Speaker. we have been at war a year. Dur i ng 
the time of American eople have had abundant opportunity to take stock of the 
Nati n's situation and to raise a large number o pertinent questions, not out 
of e.ny spirit of disunity but in a. firm belief that the Nation' s welf are req,uires 
a vigilant e ercise of the traditional Ame r ican right of· free inq_ufry . 

As a member of Congress who vo t ed against the declara ion of war on December 
8, 1942, I wish to take advantage of this anniversary occas· n t o insert into 
t he Record a. number of historically significant documents earing upon t he hi
therto obscure antecedents of the Pearl Ha.bot e.ttack and to ra i se a few questions 
of my own as to the meaning of certain activities which led up to tha t attack . 

pearl Habor was the greates t thunder bolt in American history . 
to inquir e , indeed, whether any res posible American source fo resaw 
at t ack. rn this regard, Iwish to present t he following remarkable 
a.mountin· to a prediction, from the Christian magazine of November 
weeks . prior to the Japanese attack--1433: 

rt is pro per 
the Ja anese 
starement. 
lS, 1941-3 

rt is no secret that the whole colonial structure of the white empires 
is threatening to fall a.part unless we internene in Asia . Jla.ny ~itish 

leaders would welcome An1erican involvement with Je_,pan----- So the th~ s i s 

of Sidney Ro gerson ' s pre-war bo k r opa garida in the Next \f' &r-- that the 
surest t way Br itian can bri g the United states to her aid will be to 
invbive us ih a war with Japan---is beigg valida ted by events. , 

nsho me the motive, and r•ll show you the crirdnal," was a favorite say
ing of Sherlock Holmes. Here we have an apparently well-defined mot ive and 
also a suggestion as to the intended method of realization. 

What does Mr. Rogerson, who is an English author, have to say s pecifically 
about the plans of the British i n perialists? His book propaganda i n t he Nest 
war, published in London i P 1938 as one of a series of books on the Nest var 
edited by the we ll-known writer, ca.pt. Liddell Hart, was banned fr om export 
to America by the British censorship in 193S. A coi:'y has been secured ee.rlier 
at the Library of congress, however, and now reposes. in the rare-book room 
un page 148 Mr. Roger ~ on rr~kes t his a drn.ission as to the plans of t he British 
imperialists:: 

To persuade her----
The United Sta.tes---to take our part will be much more difficult 
Then in 1914---so difficult as to be unlikely to succeed. It will · 
need a definite threat to A.Inerica, k threat, moreover, which will 
have to be brotght _home by propaganda to every external quarrel. 
The position will naturally be considera ble eased if Japan were 
involved and this might and probably would bring .America in without 
further ado. At any rate$ it would be a natural and obviou s objec t 
of cur propagan.uists t o achieve this, just a.ii during the Great war 
they succeeded in embroiling t he United states with Germany. 

In other words, 3 years before Pearl ,abor, Britain's i m eria l i st had 
fi gured out just how to brihg the United states once more to their aid. 

But exactly how was Japan to be embroiled with the United States? There 
is no better way 01 goading a na tion into war then by imposing economic sanc t i .nsl 
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especially in the case o nations devoid of essential raw material. Indeed, 
at the very time ,.rr. Ro er son as wri tting this revealing book, the phrase 
"econo i'3 sa.1 tions mean war"--a .d echo from the League of Nations threat to 
rtaly in 1937--was s t ill on everybody's lips. If Britian were mer ely t o induce 
the united sta tes to sever commercial r e lations with Japan, who was extremely 
dependent upon imports of raw materials in exchange for silk and manufactures 
for the continuance of her economic life, would not that suffice? 

rs there· any evidence of any specific occasion on which the British Govl'r~ -
ment sold .this policy of economic sanctions e. ainst Ja pan· at the Roosevelt 
Adminfstration? In the Ladies ·Home Jounaal of July 1942, page 17 , in an articl 
en t itled "How 'ar came~ Forrest Davis and Ernest K· Lindlay--an intim~te friend 
of the President-- make the following significant. revea la tion: 

) hen they--~President Roosevelt and Prime ~ 'inister Churchill met 
in a Newfoundland bright for the Atlantic conference, Churc hill wished 
to meet t he issue head-on. He asked th~ President--as the ·British, 
Austrailie.ns, and Dutch repeatedly had besought this Goverment before 
--to join in an ultima.tive declaration to Japan. 

Now,, an ul tima t lhnr: is a demand accomplished by a threat . It set up a 
dilemma.: 0 Do so and so--or else." In this case 'he puni t ive alternative to 
be offered to Japan was to consist, as we shall s ee, of aneconomic blockade-
in other words, sanctions--and admitted prove.cation to war. But of what demand 
was theultamatum itself~-the first horn of the dilemma to be offered to JaPtin-
to consist? And what evidence do we have that president Roosevelt actua lly 
accepted Tuir. Churc hill's Atlantic conference request that such an ultima tum 
be sent? 

There see~~ to be excellent evidence that such an ultimatum was sent by 
President Roosevelt. No less an apologist for t he a drn1natration's foreein policy 
than ]~r. Henry Lice, editor of Time, Life, and Fortune, has admitted both that 
President Roosevelt served suoh an ultimatwn on Japan, and that it was the sene-

·r ing of this ultimatum which resulte.d in the pearl Habor attack. ".r • . Lice all
eges that the ultimatum was sent out of A,)nerican's love fo r ch·na, ut inasmuch 
as it was sent at Mr · curchill 's instiga tion a t a time when Britian desperately 
need an ally in Europe as well as in the orient and not at the beg·rui·ng of 
the Sino-Japanese ·~r, during which indeed we continually sent to Japan . both 
oiland scra p iron may not the American .public wonder whether it was the inter
ests of the British EmPire in the rient wh ich ·ere primarily at stake ? Here 
is Mr. Luce's historic admission, as fo nd in Life magazine for July 20 , 194 2, 
page 30 : 

The Chinese, for whom the U-ited state s had delivered the ultimatum 
that brought -on Pearl Habor--expected large lend-lease shipments, 
and so forth • . 

Just what wa s t he wor ing of the ultimatwn, then since its existance is 
admitted? 

A perusal of the Department of state ulletins covering the per'od f r om 
Atlantic Conference of .ugust 12 ,, 1941, t o the a ttack on Pearl Habor, December 
7, 1941 , discl ses only a single item r e lating to Ja:r.e.n--a brief mention of 
repatriation of American and Japanese nati onals i n the bulleting o · cto ber 
11, 194 1 page 276-- t Lough this we kly journal of the state e art ent was re plete 
with even triviali t ies r egardin other co un t ries during t is peri d , t us i n
dicating tha t the American people were not being ully informed as to the ne go
tiating with Japan. n ecember 15, 1941, a we -k after Pearl Ha ber, President 
Roose elt released a e ssa ·e to Congress pur porting to cover the nego ~ ia tions 
with Japan. 

;hi l e can id admission that a ny of the co unicat ioas ~ent Ja pan cons tituted 
an ultimat - is not made$ the requir ement made on September 3, 1941, t lat Japan 
acce pt the pr incipl e of "non- is t ur be.nce of the sta .us quo i n the Pacific as 
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detailed in the Digest of the Ro sevelt administration's demands . 
This requiremen·t was the equivalent of asking ~apan 'to guarantee the in

viola. tenes·s of the white empires in the Orient. of which the British B';rnpire 
compressed approxi mately 90 per cent in both area and populeltion. The American 
people rould have been gratified had · r esi ent Roosevelt demanded a ssurance 
that Japan r espect the territorial integrity of the Pl ilippines to whom 1i e tad 
a.greed to grant independence in 1940 , but the .American p blic may well vonder 
where President Rooseve._lt got the authority to conduct our foreign affairs "as 
if Congress did not exist"-to quote one f my colleague--and to connni t American 
lives fortu..'1e, and prestige o sec r i n a ~uaranty for _ i ti sh and Dutch i rr; er i a 1 
interest in t he rient-- irrespective o the merits or hos e interest. 

Later more specific guarant ees w re demanded of Jaran as t o C ina, Indo
china, and so f orth. 

Co curr en ly, Japan was pre ented it the other horn of he dile~.ma ha -
che a t t he tlantic co erence; na ely ecoromic sanctions of ever - i ncreasing 
severity. 

v hat is the evidence th.a. t the Roosevelt adminis t ra ti on which had frozen 
Japanese assests in this country a s early as J uly 2 ,1 41 ra i ly acceler a ted 
i t s econo.ic strangulation of Japan following t e Atlant ic -con erence? 

To s ecure an accurate statistical answer, I applied t o t the Depar t ent 
of state and the Department o commerce , ask ing for illont - by- nth f i ure s on 
American exports t Ja 18.n in 1941. o my sur pri se , I r 6cieved from ot h De art~ 
ments an identical response : " be cause o a special Executi e order , statis t · s 
o t rade with Japan eginning with April 1941 are not being iving out~" 

In asmuc as the Japanese cer t ainl know hat the r evceived i n t e wa 
f oods from the united sta t es t oughout 1941, it ecomes pro per. to inqui e; 

°From whom are these stati stics bein c ncealed?tt 
As a merr ber of on0 ress, was, of course, a le t oe ercise m · congr ess 

ional prerogative of securin this data fro i a r acministra. t ive i:- departaent . 
ecause of its allegedly confide tia.l na t ure , I canno t , however , r e eal it at 

this ' time. 
G Ho ever, a peru al of other. sources thro rs considerable light upon t he 

ext ent to whi ch t e Rooseve lt ad.ministration invoked econom · c sanctions against 
Japan in the m6nth betwe~n A lan tic conference a.rid the attack u on earl Ra bor . 
·or instance, i t e Ne York Times o u ust 17, 1941, pa e 7, 1e read : 

Vice Pr esi e nt allace, r1e chairman---
. ( Qf the Eccn ic Defense Eoard-----------

_toda.., co f irme repor t s tha t t 1 is gr up was already w r king n 
ro ·ect"s for e erting t r ade ressure n Ja pan. 

In other words , in es s than a week a e r _ e Atlant i c C nf erence t \e 
machinery of economic sanctions ., was fet t• n under way . 

Six ~e eks later the ec onomic s ringency in Japan had become acute,as we 
r ead in t he rew York Tir e s of ctober 2 , 1941, ~ a ge 36: 

J e, r e.. ' s r 'l ma t eria l shortage has been ar lyr as r ava t ed and her indust-
r ia l c tivity seriously disrupte ~he cessation of er t r ade with im ortant 
for e ! n countries , the Department of Commerce re orted today . 

Ship ovements and trade be t we en Ja an and the United ta. t es$ the it is 
pire , and the Ne herland Indies , it is f int ed out , have ecome virtually 

non exis t e t . 
Dece nber 2, 1941,---5 days before Pearl Ha bor--- e read i n e }ew 

York Times of that date , page 6: 
· Japan has been cut off rom a bout 75 er cen t of her non na l · mport s 

a s a res ul t f t e Alli ed loc a de, the ~ationa l Indus t r i 1 C n r 
Board r e orted today . In an analys i s enti t l ed " ' e effects of the 
Econ mic Blockade on Japan," t he oard a sser · e t at e s ite 
r es t rictions i mposed by the Goverment to stretch out ava ila le ~up lies 
t he blockade may ultimately rove disas t rous . 
"Premier ideki '.l'ojo of apan dis ate ed the r ur usu i s ion t o 'iias hing t on 
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ecause Japan t day is on the verge f econ mic collapse ." Conte porary China ., 
for nightly digest of the Chinese News Se rvice ., Incl . stated es t erda • 

A \eek before the t ac on earl abor I asked a promi ent :10 - Japanese
riental : 

Is he situation in the acific as se~ious as it appears? 
yes-- e re lied ., it is seri us . Japan has no choice u to 60 to 

r to su "t to econonic lavery for t e rest of er ex istance . 
he question remain ,- ict. · President .1.. oosevel realize t hat "economic 

sa.ncti ns means iiar 11 at the· tie he appears to have adopted ~r.- Churchill s 
su gestion to im ose t e as the unitive alter native fo r his ultimatum to Japan? 

rt i s hard to see ho e could pave faile o reali ze t is ., inas uc h as 
he hi . self ad ma et e followin · state ent to the olunteer artici ation com
mittee on Jul y 24 ,, 1941 , as re iorted in the epart ent of State Bulletin of 
July 26 , 1941 ,, page 72 , and also in the Saturday ening Post o ' e urar y 7 , 
1942 , page 26 : 

Now, if we cu t the oil Otf , t ey- - - t e Japanese--- probably ould have gone 
to the Dutch East I dies u year a ·o , and you w uld have had war . 
'ihereu on1 i wedia tel after the A tla~ tic Conference of two weeks later .. 

~r . Roo seve l t proceeded to invoke these self- acknowledged war - roducin~ sanctions . 
· as it not strange that . r . R~oseve lt , who , by r efusing fo r years to enforce 

the reutrali ty Act o 1 3 t pre rnnt s .. i ment of war sup i- lies ' o Ja. a ·... es i e 
po ular demand , had l ar gely contri uted to suppl in tl a t nation with t he raw 
materials for armamrr~nt now eing used a ·~·nst our o t r oops , after t .e Atlantic 
Confere ce en an inci ent 1it Japan seems to have been desired , suddenl 
changed his policy and not only cut off v.-a.r supplies but v ir tually ever ything 
required by the civilian popul ation of Japan as. well? 

As a e ber of the President ' s own party , Congressman ~a tton ~ • S - er 1 

of ·Texas , c airman of he Hou e Judiciar y Cornn i ttee ,, remarke in a lette r to 
the Saturday E,Vening ost ., pu· lished in that per· dio~l l April 4 , 1 4 2 , page 2o : 

e have been a ery oolish peo le which has made it possi le for - - 
po liticians to get away ~ith.murder . T is laming the Pearl Habor 
tra e y on the tre~ , ry of the Japs is like the ellow o had been 
ticklin the hind leg of a iule t r yin to ex lai 

y - laming the mule for av in iol te is conri ence . 
Astoun i as the earl ~ abor ttack as to tle erica ublic as a whole , 

i f it was a n tic · ed b t e a ini tra tion hy d i d presiden t e r : i t our 
f rces at earl Harbor to e ta1- n b sur rise? EVen i f a Ja anese attack 

as de ired,_ cer t ainly o o e esire a successful attack . 
The an wer seems t o be t at ever t~in os i le s one t o arn our 

forces at pearl Harbor for t e extr·eme li re lihood of attack. Acc ord. t o 
the report f t he Ro erts c nu issi the fact o t ese at t ack 
on pe rl Harbor , Admiral elan · Lieutenant charge of 
t ~ Hawaiian area., 'ere se r e 1 te arnin0 s r a nd ~avy De artments . 

Thus we read i n t e t ext of t he Roberts re rt, as / i en in ena t Do
cument • 159 , a e s -9, and also i the N w York Ti es of Ja nuary 25 , 1942 
page 30, that-----

16, 1941, the comman ing eneral , Hawaiian de ,artme t 
nder i n Chief of the nleet were a v · sed t ~r 

et o ' t he os i b" li yo · a. ttac k , J 
Anoth r 'V~ a r .L1i ng was s e 1n o e ber 24 , 941 . 
The Roberts r e ort ontinue ; 

n ~ ve ber 2 , 1 4 1, the Chi ef f t he s ta f of th r ru; n or ed 
tle Commanding; Gen e r al , Hawaiian de ar (,n..,nt, 18.t---hostili tie 
on t . e part of Ja pan were men tar i ly po & • ule - -- t e s me ay-
November 27 , 1941, the C · efof 1Javal _erations sent a me s ..,,a ge to 
the Cornman er in C i ef of J...he pa c ific Fleet , -hic h stated i n '=> t 
stan e s t · t t he d · s a t c wa s o be c nsider ed ~ e ilb _ , , .... r..i ?.,--

t atJ a an was ex ecte to make an a g r e ive ve in the next few 
days . . b 30 Additional warnin were sent 1ovem r 28 , Nov e ber 2 , Nov em er , 
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December 1, Decem er 3 , Dece .ber 4 , Decem'er 6 , and Dece~ber 7,--- the 
last one arriving in Ha ii after the Ja anese ons laught had begun . 

Thus we s ee that fo r 2 wee s r1 r t the pearl Ha bor attack almo ·t 
dai ly a r ning s had been sent , not to mention less f r e ... uent precautionar y d i s 
patches earlier . Wha t more could have been done in the way of ~arn·ngs is 
hard to see . In eed , do not the fr equency, ur gency , the very wor i n _, of 
t ese warnings, i n icate i n themselves ta t he ear l Har r, attac came d~ 
n sur prise whatever to the president? 

Vihy, t len , ·were our for ces taken unaw~re December 7 1941 f AP arently 
sim ly because a deep--rooted aud traditiona l s ense ofover-conf idence insu lted 
our pacifi commanders fr m taki n · tiese warnin ·s s eri0usl r. 

Has prime l inister C urchil l eyer admi tted atte tin to ge t t e United 
s tate s i nto this ar? 

yes;; quite frankly--after we ere in. hy was i t tha t r'rev i ously he 
said he ~anted only t ., " tools" . In· February 1942, i n a s eech delivered 
before the House of C , ons i n an effort to save his ad . · n istra tion a t the 
t ime of the fall of Si ga ore, this boe..st was wrung frorr him--as r_eported 
in the New york Ti es of mebruary l o , 1942 , page6 . 

when I survey a nd compute the power of the united states and i ts vast 
sauces and feel thaB t e are no i r;. · t · t h us , i th it .la s t ,, till death or 
v ic tory , I cannot elieve hat t here is an other fact in t ie ole orld which 
c co pare ith th~t . have dr ea ed of , aimed a t , and wor ked 
for , an no it has c a s . 

A lunt ackno le gement sure l y . 
Ha s either irr . Churchill or .r . Roosevelt ever ackno ledge that t he t

lantic Conference wa 5 the s ecL. ic occasion of their e ''fo rts to get t he · ·1 ni t ed 
states i n to the .war by e br oi ling us with ·Japan? 

rt is hard to see what else the fol lowing admission fro r . c J. re · ill 1s 
speech in parliament , January 28 , 1942---as r e orted in the New Yor k Time o 
that date , pa ge - 10 , can be called : 

rt has been the policy of t e ca inet at almost all costs to avoid embroil
ment it Ja an until e are sure that t e Tnited states w uld also be 

(" en I a.ged • 
n the othe hand . the To a i i t since the At lantic on erence , at which 

~ I discussed the se matters with Pre s ident Roosevelt ,, t hat the Jni t e s tates , 
e en if not herself at tacked , w uld c e i n the ·war in the Far ,ast 
and thus make the fin~l v ictory assured , seened t o allay some of these 
anxieties , and that expectation has not been f alsified by the events . 
This would semm to indicate tha t not only oid resident Roosevelt accede 

to Chqrchill 's prsssure ·-. to send an ul ima tum to ,, a nd in ose sane ions u on , 
Ja pan but made a lanket con i tment t o ring Amer ican int the war even if 
Ja pan id not a ttack . 

A v ery curious eic of .evidence a peared i n t 4e Satur day Eve in · ost 
of ·Ctober 10 ,, 1942, e g,, in n article y Lt . Clarence • Dickinson , tnited 
States IJavy , entitled " I t ly for engeance ." Lieutenant Dick inson r elates : 

()n this cruise v e ad sailed f rom .earl Ha r or on ovem er 28 , 1941, under 
absolute war .orders. Vice Admir a l .m. F · Halsey, Jr. the co una nde r of 
the aircraft battle force, had given ino t ructions t hat the secrecy of 
our missi ri a to ' e pr otec te at all cos t s. e were to s hoot d wn any
thing we saw i n t he sky and to bomb an thing we saw on the sea. In that 
ay, there could ' e no leak to the Japs . 

could s uch orders have been issued by ~ice .Admiral Halse exce t by specific 
directio r m the Commander in Chief , name ly the President of the united sta t es? 

In other ords,, i Lieut enant Dickinson's account is true, did not the 
president a lea t days before the Ja panese attack on earl Ha bor , without 
a declara tion of war ,, authorize an Identical attack upon the Ja anese-- also 
without a declaration of war? 
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Today approximately 1, 0 , O 0 American boys are f i ghting f rom t hree to 
eight thousand miles away fro home . The American people are willing to s rug
gle for the " our Freedomstt but we realize that we must retain t hem at home 
if we are going to g ive t hBW- to others . Exercising our traditional right f or 
free speech and free inquiry , we are g in· to co ~ - i ue to ask and se ek ans Brs 
to all quest i ons as t hey arise . 

When are we going to e t the ull story of at happened at the A l ant ic 
Conferenc e ? we asked f or it then and ask for it now. 

When President Roosevel t had so persistently refused enforce the 
Neutrality Act a gainst apan when public opinion def initely demanded it,, why 
did ye s o suddenly change his policy at the At lantic Conference ? 

A year ago , one of my con ressional ccl league, having served us over 
c loser to the blink of war in the Atlantic only to be seein · fate pr esent the 
President on December ~ , 1941 ,, wi th a ma gniricent moral ce tef.orical , ri ~ht out 
of the blue-- a causus belli beyon a ll criticism--exc l arllmed in despair : ''V hat 
luck tha t man has J " But ms it luck? 


