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'Ihe San Fr~ncisco Examiner in ~ story from Washington on May 11 attributed 
the following · statements to an "informant" in the offices of the Committee: 

.Comment: 

• 

I) 
c.. • 

A 'report to be submitted-El a subcommittee (of the Commi ttee 
0nUil-Ameri can Acfi vi ties) . in a.bout three weeks, will oppose 
release Of a.nl -Japanese whe.tsoever..z.:..J.\trn8r:'ican Citizen or 
~~i~~!~rorp. __ c_~:m.fine~!?:~ . T~1._s report will ins is~ .that 
"known subver s ives", estima t ecl to nu.wber mo:ce t h ·' :i 25 , 000 
in "T h_-e c.enters,be"ta°k8r;-rromtJ.ieir~fort~:1 ble -environ-
ment" anc(y}.ac~~..2:!:!_.E~5.?-d1~.--8E.?-.rded .J?ei:artment of Justice 
dct~nticm.~~m~ for ~E!3IDY c0-i en~ ~ 

:/ 

The most significant fact about these statements is that they 
appeared in pri nt on May ll -- the very .day the Committee 
started i ts investigations at the Manzanar Relocation Center. 
If the statements a.re accurately reported, it would seem quite 
obvious that individuals d i r e,ctly connected with tbe investi­
gation had reached. conch-:. s t ons and formulat e d recommenda t i ons 
before t h e investigators hacl ever visited a r e location cente:r 
or reques t ed any information from the War Reloca tion Autho~ity. 

\ 

If the Committee has eviCtence that there are more than 25, 000· 
i'known subversives" in r e locat i on centers, we earnestly bope t ha t 
it will be turned over to t he authorized investigat.i v.e agenci e s · 
of the government and -f.o this agency with all possible promptn.ess. 
As this is writt en, the Committee has submitted to the War Re loca­
-tion Authority no evidence whateve_F in support . of this charge. 

"Records of . the Dies Committee show tha t -prior to Pearl 
Harb~r , t here was a 'Ja pan e se-Amer i c? n Veter ans As sociation' 
i n Los Ange l es. Our {nves t i ga t i on -revea l e d t ba t t h is wa s 

- --· --·- ----- -~- ... 
not a harmle ss organizati-on of_ -~~-serv~. c emen, but a ctuBlly 
a di v i sion of the J apa nese a rmy. In J ap anese r ecords ·' 
Whicilwehe.Yerecent ly-ob ~~:ine.d, the J ap anes.e _themselves 
ca lled thi s organiza tion the J apa n e se arm~r reserve ancl 
listed eompany command.ers and where the c ommanders were 
loca ted. Our records a lso show tha t the J apBnes -~ ha d a 
completely tra ined illfEmtr;-rurlit on Termi nal Is lnnd on 
1SeC"einber i ;. 1941. Why the; d i d not s t rike t_!len I d~o riot 
know." 

{Direct quota t i on a ttibutecl to Rep. J. Pa rnell Thoma s, a memb er 
of the Committee, in an Assoc iated Press dispatch from Los Ange l e s 
dated Me.y 13) • . 

./ 

Comment: Although this sta tement contains no direct cha r ges against t h e 
Wa r Reloca t i on Authority, it does ca:rr y the clea r 'implication 
tha t a ·1a rge number of the eva cuees in reloca tion c enters con­

_,st i tute an a ctive mill t a ry threat to the United States_. The 
sta t ement probably refer t o the Imperi e. l Ve tera'.ns Group of 
Sol.1thern Ca l i fornia, an orga~:O:iz ation centere d mainly in Los 
Angeles County in tho da ys lfefore Pearl Ha rbor. The Group wa s 
composed mainly of veterans of the Russo-Japanese Wa r of 1904-
5 -- men well over 50 years of age. Informa t1on available to 
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us indicates th at the organization probably never had 
·m·ore than 140 members at-· any one· ti.me. - All alieR members 
located with.in the Unit.ed &tates have been apprehended 
as enemy aiiens and have never bee'n under the supervision 
of th? War~ Relocation Authority .• ' 

" ••• if the War Relocr,tion Authority is· in fac.t releasing 
thouso.r~q_f the Jane.'nese a~ routine procedure , it . rriust 

· ._b E-; r o1 e a§_kg rn~ny who ar..2_pot .loyel to t ·he .Unite d States, 
.who v;dul d. become distinctly dangerous should eo-~· ortuni t:y · 

· pres ent · ttself." 

(Part . of a direct quotation' attributed to a. .. "spoke sman" for 
the: · C~'Tl.mi ttee .by the Los . .Angeles Exami:ier on May; 14). 

Cow .. m.en.t: To characteri'ze the lea ve procedures of .the War Reloc ation 
Authority as "routine" shov:s e gross misunderst:mding . of 

4. 

/ 

those procedur~ s o.nd of the mann(~·:f in which the Authority 
is conduc t .'.ng itf? progr~m. In granting indefinite ieave 
to ev<- ·uee.s_, the .Authority checks all available records on 
the individual involved at the r eloc a tion cent er. · · If there 
is any erldence , of questioneble activity, a further check is . 
made of thu r ecorc.s maintained by ·the Feder-a l investigative 
agencies. Every proper precaution has been tak3n and is being 
taken to safegi.v1rd 1 the nationa.l ·security. 

.In a dispatch from Los A.n5eles on May 19, the .As~oc~at9 d Press 
reporte.d tha t Rep •. Thomris had telegraphe d Presidertt ~oosevE:lt 

. urging that .WR.A, stop ':release of 6Va cq.ees from · r.e.loc.ation center s . 
The Congressma.n ·was &lso r eporte d ·to have· co.rnn1ented on the case 
of" a . wealthy J epc.nese from Los Ang e,les who '. had· be en apprehended 
by · the FBI and sent to Camp Livingstone ·; La. 'rhe following state-

. ment v:~rn uttri buted to Rep. Thomas a1s a .dil'ect . quot.e: 

"It ha. s b e · reliabl~ r eported -that b.e ('the in.terne d 
· J:.a-Danese ha s sts.ted .the food and. wine at his camp 
.are exce lletJ.t and -that he is concerned only' ',';ith his 
expanding waistline . .Are vre to rtSl85.se t his rat~waisted. 

Jap while our Junaric fan b'oys on Guadacel ral aru_, ba r e lY: 
r eceivi ng· enough food ~ith ~hich to ke£~ a live?" 

Commont: Tbe cleftr implice tion of the re!n.e.rk C'.lls gecUy maa.e by 
Representati V 6 Th.omas is tha~. the .interned Japons se may 

· well ~e r e lea.s ed . from C6 mp Li vi ngs_tqn under the leave 
p:rocedurss of the War Ro ~0c r.~ tion "~thori tv. Camp 
Li vingstm·. ,ts ~·.n :Lntsrnme~t .c.&mp Rdmihist~red b,y . the 
Depart ,:11ent .·or .. Justice. I -ts inma.tes ere .. in no .. way 
eligible ' .to apply for lea"V"e under the program of the 
·War Rel9cation · Authori\y. · 
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(Direct quotation att:tibuted. to Rep. J. Parnell Thomas in 
a Unite~~ress dispatch from Los Angeles dated May 19). 

Comment: The War Rel.ocation Authority has not lost sight of .these facts 
and has no _ intention of doing so: . Our belief,' however, is that 
all loyal Americans and law-abiding aliens -- regardless of 
ancestry -- should be given a chance to contribute t~eir ener­
giea and skills in the battle of production. We also believe 
that unwarran.ted confinement of our people of Japanese descent 
gives the Japanese gover!lr.1ent a powerful pr0;1oganda weapon to 
use in -convincing the peoples of the Orient that the United 
Stetes is · conducting a racial wav. , 1 

6. 
The Cormnittee wants to know why the personnel of· the WR.A includes 
many members .of orgr-:.niza:tio~9 which have been charc, cterizad as 
communistic by the Department of Justice. 

{Sta tement allege dly made by a "snokesman" of the Committee in an 
inte;r-vi ew 1purported by the Los An~eles Examiner- from Washingt on 
on May 20). · 

6omment: All . employees of the We.r Relocation Au.thori ty e.re investigat ed " 
as a regular procedure by the Off ice for Emergency Management 
Investigations Division. One copy of the investigation re ... 

?. 

port is sent to the VJar Relocation .Atithori ty and another to 
the Civil Service Commi~sion. 

In all cases VJhere the Civil Service Commission consi dars an 
emnloyee unfit to work in a war sgency, t'he WRA is informed 
of this f act and ordered to terminate the employee. Of the 
e.mployees so far terminE:tad under _ this procedure by the 
Authority, none have been d:i'.s:m.issed becc;.use of affiliation 
with a subve ~:si ve organizatioc. In fact, our r eview of the 
investigation reports has not revealed a s .ingle employee of 
the Authority who hdlds mambership in any orgllilization con­
sidered .. su1' versi ve by the Department of rrustic~. . 

'., 
(a} Many Japanese released from relocation cente~s have 

been tra ine d in espionage· 'and sabotage t . : l.8.: ' school 
operated in . Tot;yo . by the imperi alistic b.~ §?..ck Dragon 
.Society how to .carry ou.t a program of . des;truction 
in the United States in the evBnt of war; 

(b) The school was knovm as the North American scb •Jol o:f 
Military Virtue; 
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,(St.at'ements ~ttribut.~d to Robe'.rt E~· Stripli.ng: ·Chief Inv~~tigator 
o~ the Gbmmi ttee I rn~- an pjp d'isp~.tch 1 

from. Wa$hington dated May 29.) 
• .J t • f 

Comment -: The ~chool in quest'ioh is apparently· the Hokubei Bu-tcku Kai 
Kod.o Gakuin which seems to have been . este.b1ished ,on the 
out·skirts of irokyo some time in 1938. . Inforrnation ·available 
to us inc1.icates that this school ',-;'as in"t ·3n::~e ly n:::it iom:·•_."~ is ;; :_ ;; 

~md ir1cluded a practicing hr::,11 for Kendo, t.b.e EiT-C of Jap2!1-'. 
ese fencing • . The Dean of the schooi wn._;:::; rro.k:ichi Nakamura, 
leading Kenda ex.pert of J·apFLn'. The sp01i.s01"' of the school 
was tr.1 e Military Virtue Society ·of N15r'.~ l:_ : ;.rr .. s:· i qa ~ a u.oup 
orgahiz~~ - in Japari to · incul~ate t he J~-~ . n~se spi~ii cver­
seas.. Some time' du.ring M~rch-~ 1937, No.:._rn.mur a . is s 1~J s d .a 
"Manif'esto on the E·nlargernent of 'the Activ i.t-i c s af t he 

a. 

. Mili ~ary Virtue Sqciety of ·r-!orth ·Am.oricaa s.t. San Pedro~ 
Califor11ia. This .Man.ifesto ~ontains the fo~lovdne; infor- , 
m\?Atior..: 

"W:~ t p in . the last several years,' .ma,ny mt~ r.:be~s of 
our Milt ta:-r.~y Vfrtu'e :Bociety hav.e· e:.one to .Japan · 
fo1" •, study' hut .' their rec·ord' " 11a~·· not be·en -· ver.y ... · . 
good. In fe.ct, ' t here were . many · ~vhc r .eturned with 
bad hebits •q• . Not ·9nly did these . Nisei~ whb went 
to Japan·~ fail ·to grasp thd · J 2paEese- spj_ri t o:r · 
gain anything , but m&ny· Of thE-m rE:~turned - to the 
UriHed States defi nitely disaffected~0 

·The War Reid cation .Authorit:y has · made a · rather · careful: stud.y" 
of · the number of AmericE.n..:. b orn J&pa~ese in r8location centers 
'\vho heve received all or part of their educ a tion in Ja}V ~m. 
Of the more than 70", 000 .Amerioc~n-born J e.p&rese · in r qloc st:i.on 
centers; our records show that ebout 2; 000 have h~d schooling 
in Jap.an si.nce 1938J the year the 1'Iilite;ry Vi~"tue Sc:hool\ ·was 
founded. This fig~:i.~8 inc~udes not only adolesc·ent males, 
but- girls and ext:remely young boys. In the light of' this 
fact~ ii is difficuit . t6 see t6w there could possibly be 
Hl()il 000 gradu~te sH of t "he ~chool in the United States. 

.(a} The Committee has accniired ·a list cf the . 10~000 m~mbers 
ortl:W ~ · Bil-to~°"u-Kaj! " e a~1 ~r.:~sniz~}.on aff'i l~&r .. e~ci ~JT~h;__ 
tr,:e Bla c k Dragon E~s_i q.!Y_,.,_of ~i.per i a 1 Jepan and co m.posed 
of voung AMeric an--bor-n Ja11ane s e; 

(b) · Many_or . th~;.l!_lf.m'q~rs or_; tili-s s::-ganization are now bein~ 
~ele c: sed .fro~ :i:-e109 2.tio;q. -ce.,g: li e~. 

(Iaformati.on · a.:Llegedly gatbi:::red ht haadquo.rters of the 
Committee and publi'Shed 'b~, -th-8' San I!'rancisco Examiner on 
tiay . 22) • • • I 

O' )rr:,ment: · The War Relocation Authority has n:3ver seen any- li·st of 
membe::rs of th,e.: Butoku-Kai. If the . Cammi ttee has such a 
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list, we hope thnt it will be made avatlable to us at 
the earlie st possible date in. 0rdar that \ '•Te may use it · in 
connection with tho investige.tlon previous to the grant- \ 
ing _of indefinite leave. · 

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer · service, . in a story from Washington dated 
May 23, repor ted thet the Committee wa s expanding its investigation to 

: ir,clude the followir~g points: 

(a) -L~E.£.P~Ort tha t the ~\iRA is planning to i rn£OJ:'t -Tapa.nese 
evacuees from South _1Amer i c&.'1 . al lie d countri es for eventual 
r e l ease in tb ~ United States a~ter P0'r1oas of nominal con----------------..... - · ~ · finement in r e location centers. -------·--·---------
(b) The formal r e;pcrt of . inve.stif)ators that di~loyal . 
Japane se at th 1;0 fuers r~1 loc atton Cent.er, Arizona ha ve 
Q.isrupted attempts to rna i.nt2.in can:ouflage n8t factory 
there. 

( c) Tt1e C?inc:.2:_9.~nce t ,h2.~_2,_r '3 ce:ritly rGported Japane~ 
inva s ion DlCJ.n tr.e nt i OJ.J.S cont emnlatio.n Of U;J 8 Of ---- ·---· -- . ~~ . , . .... 
10:-000 J~.sE._ane ~e Ar;1ericans, while almost. e~actly that 
IDC2-TIY n ame s cor.il?~~ a Hs,.!:_2.L~t.e . J, . .m~ice~ .ri.ember s~,i.E. 
of t he Yout h rioven:::ent_°...:'f_~ e . Bls~J3·agon Society, t.he 
!!£EJQ.-wide secret society operatnd b y th~ Japc~ ne se war 

~ office. 

Comme·nt: (-a) The Authority h a.s never conte.:nplated any plans to 
. im;~ort Jap anese evacue es from any South ..American 
country and has n e ither funds nor &~thori ty with 
which to do so. 

10. 

(b) It is true some fev1 of the evacuees at the Gila 
River. (or Rivers} Reloc &tion Center did attempt 
to dissur,d.e the resi d,ents fro_~n collaborating in 
the e s ta'blisbment of a camouflage net factory · at 
the project. ;..11 the · eve cuees known to have en­
gaged in such a ctivity have been removed from the 
center rind sent either to internme nt camps or t6 

· an isol.:i tion center. Th e factory was established 
accorcUng to plan and hc.s achieve d an excellent pro­
duction. r ecord. 

(c) See comme nts on Statements :r-.:o. ? &nd Noe 8. 

''We are not so · sure thEt the ton directors of the WR.A know 
')'V~rything that is going on in their organi zation. That is 
why we er e fii?ing to s e arch thoroughly .for t he origin _ of the 
progr am under which -~ housands of Japanese from the . centers 
~re be ing lib eret~d now for win~nUly diStr1FiitTonov-er the 
countrv .... a 

~ ' 
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(Direct quotation a ttrib•1ted to a 11 spokesman 11 for the Commit­
.. tee by the San Fr 2J.1cisco Ex:::i miner in a st9r3r from · Washingto·n 

publish ed on May 2.3 ). · 

Comment: Th e suggestion thci.t the leave p.rogram of the War Reloca tion 
__ Authority WRS ini tiHted without the knowledg e or consent of 
the Authority 1 s rr:mking officers is completely without foun­
dation. The Director of the Authority t akes full responsi­

.bility for origin of the ' pro ~ra~ ~nd for its execution. 

11. 
liWhat uersons, what influences. are responsible for the flagr a ill., 
discharge of the J o.J,rnnese from the centers at the r a te of 1. 000 
we~kl y tn t}.1.e f ace of the Jrr.Q_Qf we .are offerine: tha t p erha-os a s 
!IlBr};LJ3.s 40 per cent of the Ja-nai:iese are loya l qnly to Japan a ncl 
tha t thousands may becwme acti'lre tra.i tors, spies, saboteurs, Rnd 
fifth qo lumntsts ir1_filmer'Pl ? 11 

(Direct quot A.tion ;-i tt:-ibi.1ted to Reu. J. PD.rnell Thomas by the 
Se a ttle Pos~-Intelligeric e r in ~- story from Wa shington dC1.ted ~Iay 24) 

Comment: The com:nent rl.irectly Hbo·v·e l s a lso apnlic s.ble here. It might 
be added tha.t t h e Committee' has · never offered any :) roof to the 
War Relocation Authority regar d ing the loy·alties or disloyRl-1 

ties of :~.ny evacuees at the reloc ~ t ion centers .. 

12. 

The San Francisco :mxamine r, in a story from Wa shiiigton da ted M2y 25, at­
tr~bu ·ted the · following st Atoments to Ren . ThomB.s in the form of a direct 
quot a tion; 

(a) 11 The Dies Co mmittee irnrestiga tors and · I found conditions 
v e ry b a a_ 1n t he Wa.r Relocah_~rn c enters. 11 

(b) 11 At one C RI'.lp the Jfill_s_nese obj~cted to A fence whi ch conO ned 
the_!l.h__Th e_x ___ t o r~ it do)fn. It- s t ~~d down and the J aps a re 
still ro Pm i rns; · c? r ouncl the re · a t will •.• 11 

(c) 11 Cam-o newsnane rs rir e virul~ntl;.r critic r-7~1 of p.,nyone who on­
poses Jc.p;:mese i n t e::r."ests _ ..• 11 

(d) "Short W8V8 r a d.i o s a.re permitted, although eyen C< J2.1) ~.nese 
~ubject may not own or use one in J e.pa.n. 11 

Comment: (a) .Represent a tive Thomas had never visited a relocation ce~­
ter 8.t the time this story arme ared. 

(b)' It is true thPt a section of the fence surrounding the 
Minidoka Reloc a tion Center in I (=taho ha s recently been 
remove~ and has not yet been re~~a~e~. This pa rticul a r 
section of the fence wP.s so locA.ted th?.-t it cut off 
some of t he j)roject f arm l _P..na.s from the community p ro :oer "' 

C-0299-P7-BU-COS-WP 



13. 

(c) 

( d) 

~d, its removnl v1as in the inter;.et of efficient 
· oparations; It was r emO"V'tii d by tiva«~'t.1.'38 labor crews 
· "WOr!.dng under orde.-~s of' the Wai- Re locati·on Authority 

o.nd· with the full know le Jge ~rn.d con~ent of the 
· military : authorities. · · 

The stat3rrtent thi::..t evacuet;;s . at tb1s c enter are per­
m.:ltted to •troam around at will'' is v.rbolly ina~curate • 
.At Hinidoka, as at all oth,3r reloc ation cent e.rs, no 
cwacu.ed· is ' p0rmitt1::1d to ".l eave the relocation proj e ct 
area with.out a ·pe;rmj. t ut rmy t ir,::e . A:id c+ft>::r dark, no 
evacu·3E:S. _are e.ilo~~ed even to leave thJ community 

,Proper witb,out a per mit .• 
f 

,' J I 

If the '·'Japanese / interests" raferred to ar ·3 thos e of 
Impe r ial .Jap;'.ln, , th-is 

1 
statemant is. tA:holly v.ii tp.out foun~ 

. dation,.. . The War R~loce:,tion Auth.ori ty has reviewed re­
. locaUon een.t or . rn:;vJ~papers' ~ince they were first 
. e~rtablish,~ d c;nd t...as , neva r 'se&n ons line of cri tiCism 

cJrect e d cgei·nst any pets.on bdcause of his opposition• 
t.o the inter8s t s of lLnp e::ta l J apfi;.'1 • If, on t l1e other 
hand, thGJ state t11ent r..;fers to the int e r -ests of t _he 
Ja:p.c.n.qse-AmC:J:n ic.~1$.S, . ~:dticism see ms wholly in accord with 
the· A":'lericen p;ri.nciphlq of fr se speech. Like ~my other 
group of ·A.mBriGAns, t J10 evacuee s .r~t r 0locection cept ers 
are na t ur::"tlly eri tic al of those who oppose tht~ ir-
int er ests. · 

!n accordc.nco wi t-h plans formul~i t o a scmp time ago, ~hf! , 
· ~\ar Relocat.ion Authority · r ecently prohibite d the use of " 
sho~t-wave : adi os ut all r a loc ation ccnt0rs. · Prior to the 
1;.ime' when t }d s r ogul0tior.. w0nt into effect, l\m~ ric an 
citizens amm~g th.a :a v&c uo e s W::~ r e pe r m.i tt e d to usu short­
waYe s e ts at the :f"our c r~nters wh i ch lie outside the 
We st0rn De f cmso Command. 

"The agents r 3port thht. '~o_nin' u~ e d direct ph;rsi~al threet.s to 
gain ar.y-trij :1g they wish . · 'I'hey rul e pc s csful J c:panesc wj_th a brutal 
hand a nd. \/IIhi te supervisory Officials •. we e-t"e fr~f0rffi0d, ko1Nco·w 
jtts t as·fu~c pty to th!.:d.r wish t3S.. Th8 ir common bC t is to v·a~k 
into .co~issarie2 and der:iand an .extr a side of be ~· f, or something 
like 101-;.a h:' 

(Dir e ct quotation attri.but .;; d to a "spokesman" for t.hu Committee 
by tho Baltimore ~ev;s Post in a story from Vias.hington dut6d May 
27). . 

1 
• I 

Comment: 1h'.} terr.1 'Ronin.' may b e free.Ly ·translate d to mean "gangster". 
Although ther e have ·be:·:m troubls -m&kers in sqme of the r uloca­
tion c~:mt 0rs, all those Who could be identi:f'~e d a s such have 
been removed either to int crrurit.mt camps or to an isolation 
center operate d by the V~ar Re loc htion Authority. · The state­
ment tl:at trouble-m~1~ers ; ha~G ws.l}t~d into ._.a CO~.missar JX and 
"demande d an extra side of beef or · something like that" is 
utterly false. · · · 
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14. 
The prQ-Ja:pan ~lement is determined te sta;y in confinement 
because ''eoro.eth:i.ng te:r.rible is gotng to happen on the · 

· West Coast by October 1." 

{'Statell1ent attributed to Robert E. Stripling by the 
Milwail.blee Sentinel in a story from Washi1igt·on pu.b­
l~shed May 28). 

Comment: Tbis statement .stands in flat contra.diction to statements 
allegedly made by V.il· . Stripling 0n other occas.ions to tho 
effect that "many" pro-Japanese harrre i:..bf).en and a:re being 
relBased from relocation center s. 

15~ 
(a) Transcripts of questioning of Japanese by camp directors 

showed the latter pleading '11th the evacuees to change 
their answ?Jrs from "no" to "Ye~ " on a q·;Jestion concerning 
loyalty to the Uni~ed Stat.es. Youpe; Ja,~1}es e in nar!icu;.. 

· lai- were ~~~d ·to <:LSSert ~peir loyalt;{ f!JO t he y could be , ~ 
released fo~ , work . ln .Ari1erican communities. 

(b) The cam;p di~ecto:r~ many of th .:.~m recruit ea from the WP.A, 
ax·e anxious to i ·elease Japanese -despite their 
ass ertions t hat they are not loyal to t he United States. 

(Statements allegedly contair1ed in report r eceived in 
Washington _from f ~eld investigators of th€ Committe~ and 
appear :ing in the Washington Times Herald on May 28) 

Corrnnent: (a) Since othe:?:' newspaper ' stor ies c.ealing with questior_ing 
of 6Vacue:es have referred spec if ically to 1'-1r . Ralph P. 
Merritt 1 Project Director of Manzanar Relocation Center, 
we ' have asked for Mr. Merritt's co:mme1;ts. In a teletypo 
message dated June 7, he make;s the following report: 

"The story from the Dies Committee ·(representatives) 
that I urge disloyal Japanese to say they aro loyal 
is complete abuse of TI1ate:v·ial I voluntarily o:f'ferGd 
thGm to show the thoroughness with which reeords 
~ere developed to clarify loy~lty or disloyalty and 
to rec·onnnend to you denial of leave clt.arance to each 
,of the cases quoted in this article. Men questioned 
are group known ss kibs$. who have American citizen­
sh:ip but for most part educated in Japan and. speaking 
only Japan es~::. · During registration due to language 
d.ifficulties it is claimed that e;rrors were made by 
interviawcrs and to clear all records we r6view~d 
6ach cas6 with r·esults shown in· interviews which 
will become basis fo:r denial of leave to l~gally 
detain euch types of citizens. If Dies Committee 
honestly d&sirss to assist our work in securing 
nec essary record.s such stories which cause confusion, 
weaken authorit'y, and inter:fere with war E.fforl will 
Cease. Quotations by use of evacuee names has put . 
all evacuees on notice not to testify freely as be-
f or6. We have recomrn€nded no leaves as yet but when 

( 
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we do, no a.oubtful cases will be on our list." 

(b) None of the ten project directors at relocation 
centers wrn recruited from the Work Projects Adnli:qis­
tration and none has ever favored, granting indefinite 
leave to evacuees who are disloyal to the United States. 

Evacuee residents of one camp, receiving _monthly wages 
Froiiit}i~-~ar ~~1ocati0il"Author1 ty, ·-reruSed.taunloa~ 
coal, shipped in Jor .~heir . .E~ use_..L3'i th~_!:.~e~.lt _ 
that camp authorities em.ployed. resid·ents of nearby Klamath 
Falls, paying them 90 cents an hour toa-0 tpe work. ·-·--

} 

~- dinner was g~ ven at the Minido~a Center in h~r o:f 
Ch8_:rl~E_-~Pakahc:, f(h.i ;_!!l.12._is under a 1 four-y~"':!.~·eral prison 
s~tenc~_fo!_' h<:vV1_!1:f?; __ sola.::_ SC_!ap ior~_!.o J·a21251n afte_r_ ~-b~p ______ _ 
was placed_ on such activity. At th:i.s dinner, George To1>-rn-
~nd_z_ an 3.ssistant~1RA d.irectc;;r, sei:ve§. as toastm.~,ster and 
~800 poun.£:!3 of' t2:1r~y _ _::~~ se!'ve d..:... ~At the ~.!.1'.al of Takaha shi 
and ..Q~m_~L-his ___ par_t~_rL .. lI· R. Spri~el of the Minidoka 'WR.A 
staff appeared before · the court and pleaded for leniency. 
Sprinkel ret.urnedto the center1 in Takahashi ts Cadilla c sedan 
dr:i:ven by rrakab,ashi . Takahashi ha~ been allmieo_ to keep 
hlScara:t" the-~mp 1 u~_2.pg it to .dri v~:_ to _Twin Falls daily, 
although :t}?.e m~_<?.PJ_~_ earr~~~nly an "~" sticke~. 

(Statements attributed to Cammi ttee investigators, ·Tom Cavett 
anQ Gene Hagberg, in a story appearing in the Denver Post ' 
of MC:ty 29). 

Comment: (a) The WRA has experiencea. some difficu;t.ty in maintaining 
coal unloa d_ing crews at a number of the· relocation centers .....­
for the obvious reasons that the work is dirty and unpleasant 
and brings no more compensation to the . evacuees than other, 
less arcl~uous dut i es. The center referred to in the story 
is quite obviously Tu.le Lake pro,ject which is located about 
/0 miles from Klamath Falls, . Oregon. The d.irector of this 
:project specifically denies employing resia_ents of Klamath 
Falls or any other commun~ty t0 unload coal at any time. 

(b) Mr • . Harry L. Stafford, Project Director at the Mini- , 
doka Relocation Center, in a tel.etype message datec1 June 
7, 1943, has made the following sta t .ements on the charge s 

' centering around Mr. Takahashi: 

"No dinner tenclered C. T. Takabashi. Dinners referred 
to and turkey purcha ses appear confused with banque t 
tendered by adminis t ration to volunteers for - Uni ted 
States Army and. their parents, at which time turkey. was 
served .• Turkey justified for volunteers banquet' on 
basis that our daily meat and fi~h costs are $1,619.33 , 
while · turkey re,quis i ti on amounte,d to $1, 808. 63 and was 
used for two clays. making cost per day $904 .31, or cheaper 
than normal meat expense per clay. Only other t~me t"U.rkey 
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ever purchased by project administration was for 
Chri stm~s Dinner." 

' 1Dirmer refdrra r-l to ••• as l'lr:-tvinb been given to 
Takc-:hashi. ••• was a pe,rsonal party ~ i ven by members 
of the ~oal crew members and was not purchased with 
project aclmtnistrati.011 funds. 

Purchas e was made fron · ir dependent · meat company, of 
Twi n :£!,ells, a nd am0unt.ed t ·, 150 pound8 turkey, paid 
cash $70.00. The _ so-called dinner for T&kaheshi was 
he ld Januc:ry 24 in me Bs hall 5 and only cost to govern­
ment ·was use Of fac i l i ti 1Ss. Coal crew• under Takahashi 
-complot.ed .a successful effort to unloe. d 38, 000 tons by 
hand and · p51rty vms in 'nature of a celobr3.tion. Dyke 
Miyngu.wawas toastmaf~ter nt t.Lis dinner referred to. 
Ts kEha mhi is not in char.ge of · r.iotor pool and never has 
be8n." 

P.:ct_eference to Townsend as toas-cr.i.aster may hJ3.V8 been 
confu se d with f[;Ct t!iat To·7i.n s~nd organized banquet 
for Unit 0d Gt!:.tes Arm~: volunteers. He is not assis-. 
t ant project. director but is chief of comm.unity ser-
vices." , 

rtsµrinkel did not ~ ppeer in defense of Takahashi 'and 
OsH.wa. He was ••• esc~rt {requi~e d unde r military rules 
for evacuees ente~ing th~ r estricted West Coast area) 
and Bttende d court sessions called specifically for 
pur pose of gi v·ing }3ent ence and wa3 aske d by defens,e 
attorney , with permissio3 of court, t~ answer questions 
about thoir behavi or at Minidoka for nur"Joso of further 
bail w~icb court subB~que~tly allowed: ~ ~r~itting these 
individua ls to return to project ·vvb ile case is under 
apl!e al." 

. "We~t~rn De f ens e Command , in trave l permit authorizing 
Trik:::.hashi and Osawa to travel through excluded ·are a, 
authorize d us e of 'I1akahash i 's car, and supplemental 
gas rattona· p1:i1~mitt.in~:, travGl was issued by Seattle 
r ation bo ard f'or one-way tr i p to Eden, ICiaho. "A" 
CDrd r at i ons are grant. Gd all car owners regardless 

. of n ,.;: r:::·d an d . his were issued by rat i on board in nearby 
comrnuE i ty. C. 'L Takahashi has stcrage for b is car 
in Ja(~k ' 'E Garae:;e , Ed r:rn, Idaho. lb does not have 
authori zation to trave l · dcily to Twin Falls •••• " 

(a} The 85,,000' J apanese in r e loc ation centers are among the best 
f e d c i vili ans in t he world. 

(b) Reports show a nlentiful supply of beef, pork, mutton, canned 
pork and b0aris, potatoes, cof fee, cann e d fis~ , and chocolate 
bars in tha cs nters • 

• 
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( c) A week' s shi'nment to ;:,farLzanar fr om the Quart ~:rmast8r Deoot 
.---"-. . . . -

a.t Mira Loma , Ca liforn i o , ~ r: c l~d_22 , t,co lbs..!._2..!_wh ite 
potatoes , l 1_330_ 1.bs. o.f c 0~~"' 3 e_ , _!_g_J100 lb~-· _9_f. hE.rd whe at 
flour,_ 12, 00_9_1,bs . of s~ft -:~l,1e at fl.0~£..:_1 2 , 000 lbs. of pan .. 
c a ke flour, more t hun f.!, 7 \~Q_jE<r.~t.J!2'.3-rm.al a,de s E.Uams, 
14, 400 ~.£~".3-2._f e~<?E.£~e~~ .. milk._ 180, 000 __ lb1._~--~f ri ce.~~O 

- l bs. of · snc~ellettt_Jl,500 lbs. of sug!l.r, ? ,500 ' lhs! · 01~ 
b anan~9-:. 120 boxes nf gr~.f:r:-ui t .c ')nt a~n ir~~OO tr~pefrui t per 
box, 24:0 box~~9f .?_~~~~_£~tai ~ing 200 orange s per box, 
240 . bo~es of 1::..E r le~ Bnd 2G~OOO lbs. of f'.resh 1 v~ge tnbles..L 
10,000 .Jb s . o .f~ef, 5.00Q lbs. of ~k, 2, ~00 lb s . of 
mutton, l,200 lbs. of salt ·2ork? 2,200 lbs. o~frankfurters, 

~,000 lbs . of pork ~ivers 2 4,000 lb s~ cif corn~ d beef, 2, 8 00 
]..bs. oi' fresh pork Ba ur·a¢ae , ~:nd 2,200 lb s . of bolog~.. ' 

(Statmments ettributed to investiga tors of the Cornmi ttee in ..- an 
AP dispatch dated M?y 31). · 

Comment: (a) The $tu.t.::~nwnt that evacuees at relocation ce:iters are 
0 among the· best fed civilians in the world" ie :highly \duoious 

and definite ly . misleadinh • . In Iifarch, 19 43, whe~ point. 
rationing of food became bffective, the \'jRA reg istered with 
the <OPA as a "institutione. l user" of rat j oned foods and became 
subject to all r ationin,g rest.~ictions ap~licabl e 'to such users. 
Th~ Authority hfa s s one heyond OPA require ment's fpr institu­
tiona l users and ha s established food c oijsumption qu6t a s 
for relocat i on ce:aters on exactly the sanie -per . capita bosis 
as t hc:se · anplicable to the civilian ;)Qpi1lat .ion .. of .the Uni ted 
Sta t e-s- a s a wl;;tole. Even be fore point · r:2.tioning went into 
effect, the Author:i.t y pr a cticed volunt ary rationing in a ccord­
a~ce V'.ri t h ci not nE F~uggested by the .OPA. The co st . of food 
serve d to e \·ecuee rJ a t the cente r s· h:i s never exc eecled 46 cents 
per pe r s cin per day Bnd it h0s been the constant policy of the 
Authority to · avoid purche se . of foods Vvhich are not available 
to the 9ubli c 6 enere lly or V'hich a re loce.lly in short suppl~. 

\ ' 

(b) '11ho sk:tement that o:mned pork a nd. bE?alls heve been pur-
. chased ond stocks d r~ t r eloca tion centers is wholly untrue. 
The phras e "chocolate b :::rs", conveying the impre ssion t,hat 
evacuees ar e beine, provided with ca'n dy ba.r.f ~ is !'.lisl.e a ding . 
The Authority has occ asi onall~ purch~ se d ba kin6 chocolate as 
a substitute for cocoa · iNhen · t he latter crn-riroocli ty wa s not 
availa'ble. Ca ndy b tirS,. howevet- t h a.Ve neV(') l' been furnished 
to e vacuees in the me sshal).s et reloc ation c entars. 

(c) ~hether i~t e~~ional ly or no t , t his par abraph clearly 
conveys the impliriation t h&t · the quanti~ie s indic ated were 
i ntende d for one week' s u.se. r:::. t M~ nzanat'. The f a ct is t ha t 

.only cof fee, meats, fr esh fruit s , fr8s h ve€;,etables, c a iry 
products, a nd l a rd are r .ec e i ve d weekly .. . ·Other foods are 
r 8ce ivecl mont bly. As previous ly note d, c onsumption of' all 
r a tioned foods i s strictli li~ited · to civilian quot as, and 
.the per capita cos t is also s trictly limited. 
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·The . committee. is j_n~t\e~}2fL~o~on that the VJar 
Reloa·c.i tibn centers <.t.i.'e 0 heuvily s tci.ff.ed" with Ca uc asian 
,,£Q£Scientious objectors to war . 

(Statement attributed to Robert E. Stripling by the ·New York 
Journal Americ en i.n a story from V1ashin5tonj1 dated June 2). 

Comment: Of the a.pproxt E,ately 1800 emp1oyees cf the WRA, there are 
two who have been classified as conscientious objectors by' 
the .Selective Service System and who were e;:1ss igne d to the 
Authority from Civilian Public Service Camps. If any 
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other employees of the AuthorHy $hPuld be classified as 
conscientious obj e ctors, they will be removed from_ the VJRA 
payroli ~nd sent to Civilian .2ublic Service Camps in .accord­
a!1ce with Seloc.ti ve 6ervice procedure. 

"We do not want · an~r reure~rnn tat:l ve of ttis a1:;ency (i. e . the 
v;ar f(e location "~tithori ty} lo com"There nnd attempt to C6hsor 
any testimony d·~ve loped i n this hbfl.rinf2 • I ha vs a·eclined _ 
Mr. Myer's offer. ' I hs v~ r ead most o~ the nEi~~j S DEqer uccounts 
of ~hese hearin~s and t~ey have been very f actu&l; i n fact 
I think ths press ~as mace every effort to g ive a f a ir and 
accurate account of the t \j stimony .. " 

(Direct quot etion attributed . to fo:rnresentative John M • 
. _ Costello, metnber of the Co:-nmittee and chairman of the 

subc.ommi'ftee ' i .rive::stigating · J"aps.ne ·se-Americans, in a 
United Press . dispatch from Los Angeles da_ted June 16.) 

Comment: The offer· to which Repre sentuti v·e Costello r ef ers was 
contained in a telegram ,fJ.ddressed to him by Dire ctor Myer 
on June ?:. The text of t h is telegram is quoted in full: 

''I am informed t _hat a sub-committee of th0 commi tt i3e 
on· un-American activity under your chairmanship is 

.. opening hearings today in Los .&1geles to investiGate 
activities of ·Japanese and J aparte se-..Arneric ans in th is 
countrv. The War Relocation Authority will we lcome 
the opportunity to cooper at e with the committee by 
supplying in;for ~ra tfon on tho st:: phases of the problem 
for which this agency is r 8sponsible. 

Becaus·e of rec ent stat sm.;mts in t.h ·s press attributed 
to members ancl r epr8sentati:v,es /of your committee ·in 
which facts havia be'e'r. garbled I sug6 est it may be 
helpful to have statements concerning policies and 
procedures of th9 War R0location Authority cheeked , 
be fore statemGnts are release d to the press. To this 
end, while you are on the coa~t, I am glad to offer 
you the S:3r"7ices of lv1r. R. B. Cozzens, fi eld assistant 
director of t his E gency, 1rhose he adquarters are iri the 
Whitcomb Hotel, San Francisco. kr. Cozz ens is thoroughly 
conversant with W.R.A. program~ and he vill be &t your 
disposal to assist in any way by supplyin& or che ckin~ 
fnformati on." 

( 



20. 

- 13 -

"We have a definite repor.t that at camps No. 1 ana. No. 2 
Poston, Arizona•. on the Colorado FH°ver Intli_an _Reservation 
_j:,he Goverpment .§.1?.§n.t . $190 t 000 in constructi~g inclosures 
with t~he ide .. a that th,ez. would .b9 . valuable :.n the event the 
c amps ~ ere ever used for prisoners of waro 

0 0ur investigato;s s a y tht.?.t Jap~_se gangsters in the camps 
drculated a oetition ·that the fences be removed. When the 
petition ffi ".:Yt DO I'S_Si?,OllS8 these ,J.;8Ilf?-SterS tore ~reat Sect ions 
of the fences down gnd d&red the camp of fie ials to have them 
erected again." 

(Direct quotation attributed to Mr. Robert E. Stripling by 
the Los Angeles Examiner in a story from Washington dated 
June 1.) 

Comment: This sta tement is almost wholly unfounded. No fence has 
ever b een erected arouno. ·Camp No. 1 or Ca::1p No. 2 at the 
Poston Relocation Oeriter. A fence ha s be en built around 
the entire relocation area, ernbractng three separate commu-

21. 

c nities and a tot ~>1. l of 80,000 acres of land, ·at. a total cost 
of $17,000.00. " 

A fe~ sections of this fen~e were r emoved under supervision 
of the constructi on foreman in order to facilitate land 
subjugation, road construction, and otiier work at the center. 
All these sections were closed as soon as the work was com- · 
pleted, and the fence is now wholly intact. 

O~ficers . of the Japanese-American~:Citizens League a ttend so 
many confidential staff conferences of the tv'ar Relocation 
·Authority that Myer has e~pre ssed f eeling that . ConE:,ress 
would "'jump down his throat" i.f it knew to wh at extent the 
Le ague VJa$ formulating vffiA po::I.icy. 

(In·formation allegedly discovered b~ "agents" of' the Com.mi ttee 
in a raid' on JACL H8ndquarters in Washine.,ton and reported by the 
New York Journal American i:µ a ·story fro:n Wasbington dated 
June 1? •) 

Comment& No officer or member of the JapanesB American Citizens 
League has ever attende¢ any staff_ conference of the WRA, 
either confidential or otherwise. 


