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DEMOCR CY BEGINS AT HOME- II 

STUDENT RELOCATION BY ROBERT v • 0 1 BRIEN 

A yea after the mass evacuati o1 of West oast Ja anese and Japanese me ican into 
inland ca s , more than a thousand students have been relocated L _ some ;i50 -· co ·leges 
thro vtg~ out the Uni ted St ates to re ~ume their iI ter ·u1Jted 'Lu.d~es . Student relocation 
be ·an, i n fact , two wekks afte r Palm Sunda iii 1942, when General • L . DeVvit-1;. 1 s or­
ders went into effect prohibiting t ravel b r J: eople of J a ·· anese ancestry within Zone 
1 of the ·he s ter Defense Commnd 1

: . Six students were gr anted ermision to travel from 
t he re s tricted area to etend the Uni versit of Ida o . T is fir 0t venture in student 
relocation proved sin ural ina spicious , however . None of the students was allo ~ed · 

to attend cl _sses , and two were laced in pre tecti v e custody i1 local ·ail . 
The Idaho Argonaut , colle ·e s tudent news>aper , retested the action in an editor­

ial entitled 11 .:=ix American €li t i zens 1t : 
11 Six Ameri can citizens· were forced to leave thier home ci~ of ~eattle l ast week . 

he reason eas urely le ··itimate . The area had been declc...red a ilita zone , and 
those students e ·e of J a .,.. anese ancestry . Last ni t t hose same six fa ... .merican c i tizens 
we r e f orceq to leave thier l omes of one week ir .Iocow, but the rea son ,.as not mflitar 
It was ~ conbinati on of ' olitical ha makin and the threat of violeu~e by a small ro­
u of local rou~nnecks t · at fvrced tuis evacuation . Studeuta on the univer ity cam_pus 
.ere not o osed to Ame ican- &orn Ja ... anese students living . there . The ma j \ri of ~he 
r eo 'Jl e of iJ.oscow were not o.nti-Nisei , but the small rou .as loud ar d active. .:30 six 
homes i ck kids , three boys and three irls , became Jawn s in a olitical ame and live 
target or jin ois t i v - atria i m. 

n v~he Jeo.1. 1le e in talkin citizenshiJ interms of r a ce , t l e1 are borro ;i n ,. from the 
handboo of fasc i leaders . l.hen a mi norit ro u.._ ' be i ns .... hovin another s 10.lle... o-
u of ci ti:cien aroun v i th no rego. d o t heir rig 1 s a .... citizen , t~ e ar·e u .., in t he 
tactics of Na zi sto .. :mtroo er£. 

11CertaiLl ' .e s iould ee t ii _, s ia.mef ul action from t hose Uni v ersi t of Ida o s tu-
dents an citizens of Vloscow ;,.,no are fi htin now on all world front s . e think it . 
would hardl comfort those who are riskin their live to reserve and ~rotect this 
'land of the free 1 to learn that its ·rinci le s are t us def ended a t ·home . 'J 

II 

To inter_Jret adequatel t e "' Co e and later success of the student reloca tion r o­
gram requires soe knowl ed e about t he role of the Nisei in t he colle es b fore eva cu­
a tion . On December 7 , 1941, there V1ere 2 , 557 American bo n · tudent of ap nese ances­
t registered in 74 colleges and universit~es in California , Ore ·on, and ~ashin ton . 

Alt io -l h a i tation against the J a anese on the acific Coa:st be an long before Pea­
l Harbor , this phenonenon was absent from tie educational S"'Sterns . I n the school room 
Nisei "·ere acce ted a E Amer icans and t r ea ted as auch. 

The out &ta i - G..djustment of - t he Nisei to Ame.dean academic l ife ha s been comm n-
ted u on man r <-~uthori ties.. Professor Jesse F' .. Steiner i n n i s pr ovocative book, 
Behind the Jap ese -Ma sk , cites figure to s now that children of this i mmi rant crrou 
have nearl thre e times as rJan hi h school valedictorians and honor students as thier 
percenta e in the school o ulat i on would indicate . In one 01' 3eattle 1 s hi h schools ' 
one- fourt h of the t ' !e:ct· r cla ss s eakers during the a t ten ears have been Amer icans 
of Ja.1: a.nese ancestry , who compri se a roximately onl one- ten h of the -,11ole student 
bod • In Suthern California he ' heodore Roos evelt h i i school has announced that 26 
er cent of its ~ isei seniors were in the u er ten er ceLt of their class. 

ivia , 1942 , saw the award of the Presidenff s medal to t,he ni ver ,_.i t of Californ i a 
Senior ~ ith the hi hest scholastic standin · o to Harve Itano , ~ho h..id been vacuated 
to the ulure Lake Relocai:, ion Cen er . A week l a ter the Washi ton i:)tt.Lte Colle e 3ch­
olarsni to the honor r o..duate of Lincoln High chool of a coma r.o.s won b Geo ge ~uro­
s e of t e same c en er . A stud I am ow maki n shows that membe_rshi i n honora ·· fra­
ternities is di~ ro ortionate:y ~n~gher than that of an other rou . fhis a matter of 



· ·eat si nificient , because i nvitation to honorary societi es implies er onal as ell 
as aca emic qualification . 

Athletic and extra- curricular activities o.re er ha· - a more valid ut l es mea .sur ­
able criterion of assimilo .. t i n than academic achievement . Hundr eds o H sei have par -
tici ated in f ootball , basketball , track , ~ ~estling , swimmin , base all , boxin , de­
bating , and editin of school news ·a ers and earbooks . Ii t ile ear before evacua ion , 
for exam le Bob Hosa awa \'. as resident of the. senior clas at v hi man Coll e e, 01hile 
Kazuma II Case II Hisa11a. d was ca .Jt a i n 'of Pomona I s f ootball t.eam . II ase- ' I now an off ic-
e in the United States Ar ··· stationed at Lam l-'tlcCoy , was t he studen to who ~ hi s class­
ma es ·dedicated their Senior Ivy Cha · el address . 

The eva.cua ion crisis brou ht to the surface the fello shi ehich l~ isei and Cauca­
s i an student s had for each other . In communities all al ong the Pacific Coast they have 
been m exam· les of t hi roduct of democratic , non- ere ated education . One of t he 
most i nterestin occured at Sant a Ana ' ii:;h School , v.her e one of the ole vault s t ar s 
VI.as a Cauca i an , t he other a dsei. The at hlete of J a anese ncest1 was evacuated the 
week before t he r elay carnival. His friend won the medal but forVIarded i t t o t he Pos­
ton Relocation Center with this note: "You could alwa s j w hal f inch hi her r, :ian t , 
team mate . 11 The other side of t he ic ure is ill ustrated b Fr ank ·;:at anabe , br i l l i.. ... nt 
Universit of Washington tenni s l a er , who ave up a scholarshi and a chance to tran­
sfer to i n eastern uni versity before Ja anese were "frozen" on t he Coast · rel imi nar to 
fo "Ced evacuution , i n order t o ·>l a i n the crucial var sity series and not let hi s team 
do\vn . 

With t.rie announcement b Gener al De\~ i t t that mass evacuation of all J a anese and t hei r 
Amer ican- born children w· s i mmi nent , student relocation committ ee .. er e forme j on all 
the maJor ca1 · uses on the Pacif ic Coast. Colle · e adminh ,trators a.nd e sonnel o f icial s , 
folloein t he leadershi of President Robert G. S roul of Califoriia and Lee Paul Sieg . 
of r ashington, wr9te their collea ues in t he non-restricted zones on behalf of Nisei 
students . Re istrar s and deans in man instances gave u vacation time to assist in ev­
valuation of students for relocation. With t wo exce t i ons , eve one of the seventy 
colle es with Nisei on t heir rolls furni shed t ranscripts without fees . The colle es 
on the Pacific Coast ere united i n thier efforts to rovide democratic ri hts for · 
thier students . 

From hundreds of t eu.chers came lwtters like t his , each about ;;;, different student: I 
caru1ot s eak about others , but this student I know, and he must be all owed to o on 
with his college work . He has outstandin ossibilities and he i s com- l etel dedicated 
to Amer ican traditi ons . " 

Vi orous effort on t 1e art of t hier colleagues to find Jobs for the some thirt 
Nisei on coll e e f aculties added much to t he morale not onl of the dis l aced faculty 
but of the entire J a anese American grou ., One ... -oun ·er Nisei teacher ote : "I am 
dee ly -rateful to the University for havin . iven me the 9ppo:ctuni t to follow out 
m ambition to teach. As ou amy or ma not know, I was a member of what. is usually 
termed the under pivile ed class , economically , not raciall , aurin most of my youth 
and early manhood. Thi s country i s the only one in which an i ndividual of back- ' 
round couold have been ermitted t o become a univer sit r ofessor . own ex eri~-

nce has made me realize more than most Americans that the rinci-·iles of Americanism 
· e actuall converted i nto action . 

"Re arding the roblem of Americaili-sm, I think wife and I can safel say t hat 
we cher ish our Americanism more t han most AmericansLdo . First , our st a in J a an, 
where most of the ersonal liberties as we know them are denied, made us realize even 
more the im ortance of the democratic wqy of life . In the second · lace , the conduct 
of the Ameri can eople as a whole during the last six months , since the attack on Pea­
rl Habor, has enabled us to experience in a form denied to most Americans t he true 
toler ance that is at the base of our Ameri can way of life . True , there have been man 
i nstances of i ntolerance i n re ard to t he Japanese peo le in t mis country, but , at 
the same time , the same time , the attitude of the American ublic has been tremendoous­
ly fair . Because acts of kindness and tolerance have been unsus ectacular, they nat­
urall have not been iven the publicity that t e acts of violence and intolerance 
havf?Tbeen given . 

en el:Irs a o, when I was a colle e student, I would not have believed i t had an -
one told me that at one time I would be ex ressing sentiments like those above. You 
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will recall that the early 1950s were characterized by a tremendous amount of cynicism 
amon American college students in regard to the question of patriotism. However , as 
I have indicated, oue experiences both i n J apan and in this country have instilled in 
us a love of the United States which really spri ngs up from the ~eart. We are accept-
~ng evacuation because we consider it part our duties as Americans to coOoperate fully 
with the goverment in this time of great crisis. My only hope is that I shall soon be 
permitted to contribute my services to t he goverment in t he work for which I am best 
qua~ified . These are not times when we can indulge in the luxury of worry as far a s 
our ersonal futures <- are concerned. " 

I II 

Three conf'erences marked the be inni of the Student Relocation Council. The fir st 
held in mid-March , 1942, at the University of California YMCA set u a clearin -house 
under the direction of Jose-)h Conard to co-ordinate the efforts of the camps relocation 
committees . Six weeks :}.ater the Pacific Coast delegates to the Conference of Fore~gn 
Student Advisers at Cleveland presented the problem of the Nisei to their eastern, south­
ern, and mid-western colleagues . The result of these pr~liminar efforts was the self­
evacuation of so e 216 students to 29 different institutions . The majori ty were pl aced 
before voluntary evacuation was halted, althoUgh some , like t he six students who started 
for I daho , were given travel ermit s after March 29 . 

The third and most im ortant conference vas held in 6hicago May 29 , when Clarence Pick­
ett of the American Friends ' Service Committee, at the re.guest of John J. McCloy, As si s­
j?;ant Secretary of War, called together educators , re re sentatives of organizations dealing 
with student pl acement , and officials from the interested goverment agencies to form the 
National Japanese American Student s Relocation Council. Local committees from the Paci­
fic Coast together with the Ja anese .American CitizensI Le§.gue pl aced t heir facilitie s at 
the disposal of the new organization. Mil ton S. Eisenhower , t hen Direc·tor of the War Re 
location Authority , designated the NJASRC ~s the official agency for the resettlement of 

( ..... allege and high school students. The Council was divided into two· sections: t_1e Philadel­
~hia office was to find college o enings and r aise scholarship money; t he western offices 
in Berkeley , Los Angeles , Portland, and Seattle were to assemble information about the 
students . 

Duri ng the month of June and elaborate questionnaire was prepared and admi nistered to 
2, 166 students in the assembly and relocation centers-those Nisei high school graduates 
and college students who wished to continue their education and ~elieved there was some 
chance the mi ht be allowed to do so. In the following nine months an additioal 800 
have signed u for educational relocation. Re resentatives of the Cotmcil vis i ted each 
of the cam s to explain the rogram in detaii and interviewed the candidates . 

By July, the first rjquestionnaires to ether with letters of reference and high school 
and college transcripts were read for analysis by counslors and college ersonnel officials. 
Due consideration was iven to question of professional goal, special intrests or talents , 
evidence of social adjustment to both Caucasians and Japanese , degree of maturity , and 
the sense of social responsibility and Ame_ican l ife in general . When a s tudent recieved a 1~ ~ g 

high rating from an analyst , he was matched with a college openin and tentatively accept-
ed , pendin the investi -ation of .his loyalty by a designated overment agency . 

Meanwhile the Philadel )hia office increased the number of educational institution 
accepting Nisei from the 29 available in May , 1942, to some 459 a year l ater. Each of 
college has eit her registered one or more students or has indicated a willingness t o do 
so . In addition, each has been~~ cleared b the War and Navy Departments as suitable:'for 
accepting evacuees from the vrar Relocation Centers . Scholarship aid in the form of re­
mi ssion of fees , work opportunities , and financial rants from colleges, individuals , 
chUI!ch boards, and the World Student Service Fund have reached a total of appDoximately 
$200, 000. 

Fourteen denominational groups,,representin the major religious faith in this country , 
~ve joined with the Friends, the Carnegie Fund, and the Colombia Foundation in under­

writin the budget of the NJASRC . In Feburary, 1943 , the western offices were merged with 
the Philadel hia office under Carlisle V. Hibbard, who succeeded Robert W. O' Brien and 
Robbins Barstow as national director . 

The able leadership of President John We Nason of Swarthmore Colle e , the national 
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chairman of the Council, has assured consistency in a staff which was , i n part , on 
loan from educational institutions . 

So much for the structure of student ~elocation. Its problems are fle sh-and-blood 
problems of youn eople who have come through a period of fear and bewilderment bred 

; in segregated camps behind barbed wire away from t he main streams of American life. 
Evacuation has inevitably produced feelings of bitte~ness and frstration which have 

not not been easily allayed . Nevertheless, t he f ears . which chracterized the early er­
iod are radually being re~laced by nel hope. The WRA's com rehensive resettlement 

· program has meant that thousands of residents ~ithin the camps are being considered for 
jobs on the noutside", the Army has recruited Nisei soldiers for combat as well as lin­
guistic service; and the one thousand Nisei now in colleges have found they are pretty 
much acce ted as part of the American scene. 

The first fears of the evacuees were matched by the fears of uninformed citizens on 
the outside. Evacuation, which had been asked of American citizens of Japanese ancestry 
as a mark of t heir loyalty, was corrupted in the minds of man other Americans to be a 
sign of disloyalty . It is not surprising t hat in the early days of student relocation 
there were some tentions and a few incidents.. One was the famous "battle of Parkville," 
in wich a group of Platte County, Missouri , citizens tried to ban seven West Coast stu­
dents of J a anese ancestry who had enrolled in Park College . The fight was carried to 
the board of trustees of the colle e, w ich decided after two and a half hour sesiiion 
t o .!.'.let the Nisei stay in school because their lo alty is unquestioned." The students 
themselves welcomed the evacuees , and all si x of the undergraduate social clubs "rushed" 
them. 

In another midwestern locality a group of vigilantes threatened to lynch t wo recent­
ly relocated studets. Wbile the director was orkin out the pro er strategy to · revent 
the affair , the potential lynchees visited the vigilantes to protest that t hey didn't 
want to be 1 ched as they were "citizens and anxious to join the Army when the ban on 
Nisei had been removed ." So convincin was their appeal that the head of the su er­
patriots offered to beat u anyone molestin the evacuees l 

ConL~unit acceptance , which at one time was a stumbling block for the relocation pro-
ram because munici al officials hated to commit themselves before elections, became 

increasingly eas as students made ood records in other communities . Individualc who 
were hesitant about their new classmates were won over by the fact t hat they were typi­
ca ly American-interested in activities ~nd well-versed in college tradition and folk 
customs. The students of Oberlin Colle e in March, 1943, elected Kenji Okuda, late of 
the Universit of Wvashin ton vi.a the Granada Relocation C'enter in Colorado, as president 
of the student council; the highest office in the student body. 

IV 

The future of the student relocation rogram depends upon a number of factors . 
Scholarship aid, or the lack of it, is the most pressing problem f acing the Council 

today. The thousand relocated students are those who had sufficient funds to a their 
own way or were the students who have been hel ed b the ~200,000 raised in tuition 
rants, jobs; and scholarships. Another two thousand evacuees , at least three-fourths 

of whom are first-rate scholrrs , are .unable to continue their education for lack of 
funds . There is little chance to "save 11 for it on a wage-scale in the centers of $12, 
$16, and $19 a month. As outside em laymen pp ortunities and scholarshi s materiali ze , 
the pro ram can be speeded up . 

The decision of the War De artment to recruit Nisei for a special combat team has 
resulted in over a thousand ouths 1enlisting from the relocation centers, though many, 
like their Caucasian com oraries, have preferred to wait for the call of their draft 
boards. ·Among those enlisting are many potential students , as well as some ,who have 
been relocated. But there is still a reservoir of excellent students who for one rea­
son or another will make their contribution outside the armed furces. 

Our ability to reco nize the significance of our Nisei to our whole war effort i s 
the most im ortant factor in the picture. It is imperative that we kee faith with the 
Japanese Americans and our conuno Jlerita e of American justice and democracy. The kind 
of treatment which we give Orientals in the United States is being watched by our allies 
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in China, India, Africa, and South America as well as by thirteen million citizens of 
color within our country . The course we follow with the evacuees will be t aken as an 
index as to the real meaning of our war and eace a~ns . To an unussual de ree the 
loyal American citi zen of J a anese ancestry i s in a osition to make a dispro ortion-
tely high contribution to winning the war and shortening its lenght. He must inter­
ret us and our essential , if i mperfect , democracy to a parent eneration which has 

sometimes f elt unjust barriers of race . He must find his place among Caucasian students , 
vorkers , and soldier s who do not always understand him because of his herita e . He 
must use his unique position to hel~ win both the -war and peace which shouJ.d be l asting . 
I t is America ' s dut to provide opportunity for her citizens of J apanese ancestry; it 
is their res onsibility to accept that o portunity ~s functioning Americans who happened 
to be of Japanese descent . 

Robert W. O'Brien is assistant dean of the University of Washington in Seattle. On 
loan from the University, he served fmr six months as director of the Student Relocation 
Council whose work and objectives he dqscribed ~ere. 


