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ST. PAUL EXTENDS A HAND 
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I n welcoming resetlled J a anese .Americans , St ~ Paul is livin u to its 
traditions of hos i tality and friedliness to eo le of all nationalities 
which began a hundred ears a o when General Sibl built t e first Min
nesota mansion on the banks of the Mississi pi below the fort . Under 
hi s own roof he inclmded an ext r a room with i t s own entr ance whi ch was 
never locked, where I ndi ans and voya eurs addlin down the river with 
their furs could find she ter , food, and com anionshi • St s Paul ' s at
titude i s also i n kee in with the s irit of a cit which once in three 
ears , even in war time , dramatiz es its belief in the equality of all 
eo le i n a reat cit - wi de Festival of Nations ut o~ b the 35 nati

onalit and cultural frou s who, like Ja anese Americans now, found a 
welcome in St . Paul because .they had somethin to -contribute and were 
willi ng to their ar t. 

Nine months · o there were o nine adult Ja anese and six small ch-
ildren of that race in St . Paul . Three were employed on the r ivate car 
of the resident of the Great Northern Railr oad, one · frunil ·a:vned a gift 
shop, one was a butler, and another vas a hysician who for many year s 
has been t~e head of the X-ra l aboratory of a l arge hospital . 

The first of the Paci fic Coast evacuees to arrive in the r esent ro
gram of resettlement were Earl and Ruth Tanbara, who came in August of 
1942 wi th ·letter s of introduction from. Mi ss Annie Clo Wat son, executive 
of the I nternational Institute i n San Francisce . Hef romi se that they 
would ·rove ar asset to the.comrrn.u.1ity has been more than fulfilled . Th
ey have been the..;best ossi bl e ambassadors. of oodwill . 

In September , a cit - wi de committee ~as set u b the St . Paul Inter
national Institute to co-o erate with the War Relocation A uthorit n 
the overment ' s r o r am of resettlin evacuees and to serve as a loca 1 
clearinrr house for accurate i nformation. This committee, made up of pro
mi nent men and women, aimed to dp a ione rin job on a case-b r-case basis 
wi thout an ublicity except b ~ord of mouth to carefµll chosen small 
rou s . Almost fron the begi :nihig , the d~mand f or workers exceeded th e 

su p In the last six months , in addition to about 20 colle eunder-
r aduates and man household wor kers who have resettled, jobs have been 

found for a number .of steno raphers, nurses ' aids , mechanics , lens rin
ders , janitor s , attendents , nurser-j1llen, two chemists , a dressmaker, and 
medical technician. I n ever case , em lo ent was ·arranged in advance . 
Job o ortunit i es , reque9ts for -resettlement, and notices of arriva 1 
are cleared thro h a three- wa r ocess , whi ch includes the Resettlement 
Co.rnm~ttee wit h headquar ers in the International Institute , the re ion.al 
office of the WRA, and the Japanese American Citizens League , which has 
re,... ~:tt ly appointed Earl Tanbara as its re resent~tive in this area . Pr
oblciPls o. soc i al adj ustment are ref rred to the International Institute' 
c · se orker . 

The .... dormitories cf t he YfJlCA, the Catholi c Guild Hall , the Met hodist 
Girls Club, and t he YMCA are o en to t he Japanese American on arrival . 
The committee then locates single rooms in private homes ; due to scarci., 
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scarcity , f urnished a a.r:tments ar e har d to f i nd for a one . The housin 
co ittee is careful not to allow the Ni sei t o t ake rooms in undesirable 
di stricts or to 'congre 3-\:.~ L1 one nei hborhood . 

The new arri vals are encouraged to j oin existing clubs and classes and 
artici ate in social events . · Seven cou les recentl ·oined peo le of ma-

nationali t ies in the All-Nations B~ll whi ch was . ttended b the Lieut
enant Governor and cit officials . The were cordiall received by every
one , i ncludin a rou of 20 Chinese Americans . Few of the Nisei fit the 
old s t ereotyped notion of a "Japanese ty e . 11 They pass l argely unnoticed 
in a ci ty where there have alivays been a few Chin·· s ~ , and where at :(irst 
glance t he curl -haired Nisei i rls seem not unlike of the local Mexican 
Amer1ca.ns . · 

'fhe newcomers.have , of coll.rse , ex erienced annoyances incidental t o .mi
rat ion, and have had to make many adj ustments . The have been lonesome-

. at least until they met· some of the Ni sei sol diers from the Ar Language 
School at Cam Sava e , nearby; the winter has been severe . Those who made 
their own arrangements and took any sort of j ob ·ust to et out of the ce
nte s h ve sometimes been disa pointed. Amon the first arriv s ,ere ho
u ehol orkers recommend · to old St . Paul familie.s b fr i ends in Califor-
nia . of the descendants of t hese fir t lflaµiilies p efer to .. live in 
t1eir ancestral than move t he newer resi ential distri cts . f heir th
ree story mansion s , 'ith r ather dark interior , much heirloom furniture , 
man icture and art ob "ects , were at .fi rst somewhat a alin to irls 
who e ra itional idea of beauty is studied sim l i cit and who had for
merl been em l o ed in bun alows or com act two-sto houses . The St . 
Paul wi nter diet and rich deserts t ook l on er to pre are t han Pacific 
Coast meals of sea foods , fresh ve etables , and fruit • Many an xl rei
enced cook felt sudd nlr i nferior because she had never le rned to mak 

ie or baked breade Salarie and wa es ha~e not been t oo i h , but 
are part l y com ensated for b lower l i vin cost comoared with oth r mid
\'Jes ern cities . 

In eneral, the Ja anese Americans have expressed su rise and leasu
re at heir rece tion and life in St@ Paul . Fi r t to venture out of the 
compn.r· ti ve , if n ro,win , securi t~r of th relocati on centers , the have 
trul -~,been · io eers . 0 i· the whole , tne have fol.Uld the cit friendly 
and fair . For St @ aul has realiz ed that hese new arri vals will be 
an ass t .. Their kills are needed . 

Alice L. Sickels i s executive of the I ntern io al Institut· mn St. 
Paul and secre ar of the St . Paul Resettlement Co •ttee . · 


