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The intelligence with which t h e War Reloca tion Authority 

has auuroached the nr oblem of resettling the 120,000 Jananese

Americans of the West Coast is changi ng that clisa~re eabl e 

ne cess ity into ,hat may turn out to be P constructive Bn~ 

nationally useful nroject. To sgy that is no t to overl ook 

the tragedy of unrooting these neonle of Ja~enese an cestry, 

63 n ercent of whom Rre American-born citixens, and a high 

proportioh of them skilled workers , managerA of farms and 

professional peoDle . But becaus of t heir canaci ty fo r ass-

urni ng resnonsibility, the WRA is ~sking them to organize self

government and if p oss ible self-sunnorting communities . It 

will nrovi de housing , food, medical car e qnd schooling f or 

al l . Beyond that the J aDanese-Americans are free, within t he 

framework of the regulation s as to pl ac e of residence, to 

make of their communities what they will . hos e who pl edge 

loyalty to the United ~tates will be enrolled in P iork Corns, 

naid for their 1ork and given q fin ancial st~ke in the develon-

ment ot the community . .. 

The utiltzetion of thei r agri cul tural an~ manufacturing 

skill can be of zreat value to the coutry . A demonstrati on 

by these neonle , under rhe t ou?hest nossible conditions ,of 

the validity of democ~9tic urincinles , wo~ld be an even fin er 

cont r i but ion to the nation al we 1 f ,qr e . 0 o th the \:,'RA and the 

Nisei 1ill deserve thenks if t L ur oJect succeeds on t hes e 

terms . 
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1, he exa ct onnos ite of this i ntelli gent handling of a 

diff icul t nr oblem is to be f ound i n bill ·S . 2293, now nend-

ing on the Senate cal encl_ ar, wi th the f2 worabl e rec omrnenO.ation 

of t he bena te Committee on I mmigr . tion. Thi s bill would dir

ect the 0 ecret e.ry o f 'v\.s r to nut 100 , 000 American citi zens 

into concentrarion cernns f or t h e ruration, withou t tri ~l and 

without r eg2 r d to their loy9lty , s olely becau se of their na t

ional ori gin . It rn i '.!ht i~·eL1_ be celled the American Nurembe r g 

. l aw so closel y ~oes it follo~ t he Naz i r a ce nattern. It is 

a i me d a t Jananese-Americans _g_nd its author edmi ttedly hopes 

nearly fift y ye Prs ago in what i s known RS t he Won z Kim Ar k 

case, whi ch held thRt J pnanes e born in t h P Unite~ States a re 

ci tizens even t ho ugh ~he ir i1o re nts cannot ~ e naturRlized . 

The bill i 8 based on t~e ernneou s theoPy thst a l l Ja~a~ 

nese born in the United Stat es are considered unde r the laus 

Th ~ _ committee f ailed t o take int o a cco unt the law adopted 

by Japan in 1924 whinh releases fr om cl a1m ~ny child born 

subsequent to - t hat date And not registered at a Jananese 

Consulate within fourteen days aft er birth . But ns ide from 

this , the Uni tea. StP.te s ha.s never re cognized the princinle 

ti zenshi p , 3.nrl thi s woul d be an inopr5brtune time 
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to enact legislation conceding tha t contention. 

, Gr c:ve con s titutional questions are raised by 

I f it .is constitutional to intern American citizens whose 

parent s may h ave come from na t ions with which 11 'e are 

today . ~e should certainly have to consider at once do ing 

the same t hing t o American citizen s of German ar-id.' I t2.l ,ian 

de scent. As a practical matter , t here is no nece ssity for 

the bill , as t he entir e J aDanese-American nopulation ~e sid

ing on the ~est Coa~t has already been itlterned under the 

authority of the Presi dent 1 s order a nd Hawaii~ where. a large 

Jananese-American popul a tion resides, i s under marti al l aw c 

There are only a comparRtively few American-born Japanese 

living out s ide t hes e areas . 

" e hope S. 2293 , introduced by Sena tor Ste 1art . of Ten-

nessee, wi ll be defeated . Strongly backed by the ~merican 

Legion and t h e Coalition of Patriot ic So cieties , and with 

t he unanimous endor sement of the Senat e Immigratio~ Committee, 

it might have pas s ed already had it no t been for t h e ob jec

tions of Sena t or Ball of Minne so ta on the floor ' of the Senate . 


