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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAII

The editor of *he New Revublic do not know the facts regard-
ing the loyelty of the Jananese-Americans in Hawali, whicq hes
recently been the subject of sharp debeste in the press. VWe
present, however, for its intrinsic interest the article below
by 2 man whose views on the subject are entitled to respectful
attention. Mr. Clark, who teught at the University of Hawali
from 1930 until very recently, ,i1s the author of the ponula
book, "Remember Pearl Harbor', in_the writing of which he Had
access to official sources.—-lhe Bditors
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One of the first things mainlenders ask me is, "What are
you people in Hawaii doing with all those Japs out there? Have
you got them in concentration camps?"

Judging from the number of times I am asked this, a great
meny mainland Americens believe thet most of the Jananese in
Hawell are hiding around in the canefields, readx at a signal
to leap out =nd steb us in the back. <This "news" doutless ac-
Sounted for the hasty removal of the Javanese fron the West

oagt.

E'he feeling in the mainkand United States that the Jananese
in Hawail cannot be trusted is the direct result of the many
rumors which came with a2 whirlwind rush slong with the blitz
of December 7. "There was a great fifth cloupn in Hawaii!

he attacking Japs had wonderful information, 1t was_seaid.
"They knew just where esch battleshivp wae to berth. They hombed
the vsz2less old Utah mercilessly because the fine alr-plane-
carrier Lexington was scheduled to be there instead."

A Haowaiian Japanese fifth columnist cut a briad arrow in
a canefield", 1t was said, "directing enemy vilote stresight to-
werd Pearl Harbor!"

One og the Jap ptlots shot down had on a McKinley High Sch-
ooluring.

Japanese saboteurs stalled old jaloples across the road to
Pearl Harbor, blocking traffie, holding up ambulances carrying
the wounded, keeving officers and men from reaching thelr bat-
tle stations.

Hed our intelligence forces been asleep? Had organization
for all these anti-fmerican activities been going on while of-
ficlals talked of the necesgssity of trusting local Javanese?

Now let us exemine the facts. Pegrl Harbor has beencexnosed
to public view for years. You can drive s2long the public
highway or take a hlke over the hills behind the harbor and
observe at leisure the navy's vital installations and warships.
No doubt Japanese consular agents took these jaunts freguently.

he navy protested agsinst this situation, but Congress refused
to vess tton—condenning proverty overlooking the harbor.
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This failure made it fa=irly simple for the Japanese consula:c
stationed in Hawalil to get information about the habits of the
fleet.

Admittedly, we do not know hust how much informastion the
attacking Japanese had. The truth is that, regardless of what
advance knowledge they did have, they needed no fifth column
to provide it. # general ides of whether shins were likely to
be in the harbor was sufficient. A battleshivn is a huge object,
vigsible for miles. It 1s about as difficult to make out as the
chrysler Building would be if it were lying on 1its side in the
Hudson River. Once the J-nanese knew where Pearl Harbot is-
which any tourist mep of Hawail clesrly shws- they did not need
to know what berth each battleship normally took. The attack-
ers struck at every battleship in the harbor, Ptegesrdless ’of
position, size or age.

Corroborating evidence that the Javanese A4id not approsch
with the he%p and direetion of fifth columnitstshas Jjust-come
to 1light. he Japanere submarine which tas gunk outside Pearl.
Harbor an hour or more before the attack has now been raised,
and the shipn's log has been translated. It tells how the sub-
marine entered Pearl Harbor tralling = garbage scow, and cru-
ised about, noting the tynes and numbers of warships inside.

It then left and sent a radio message to the Japanese carriers,
relaying the informetion.

The man cuttin g the arrow in the canefield was not needed,
nor, as g matter of fact, was he there. He was an unconfirmed
rumor.

Nor was any special informatlion needed by the Jananese pilots
in order to locate the hangars at Hickam Field. I do not know
why thses hagers were not buidt bgck in the mountainside, where
they would be hidden from view. But there they lay, not only
the blggest objects on all the island, but, furthermore, painted
white snd gleaming in the troplcal qunlight They were an in-
vitation that the Japanese pilots eould see for more than twen-
ty miles. The attacker anparently needed no information that
an obserbant person 1n the Jananese consulate could not have
furnished in one week's time.

The McKinley ring, tikecthe-tane=cutter; never materialized.
A censor, whose business it wss to run down rumor, told me he
had checked with every official who had looked through the clo-
thing and vnossessions of slein Japanese pilots. None had seen
e McKinley ring.

If the local Japanese had blocked traffic on the road to
Pearl Harbor, they would have committed the most effective sa-
botage possible that day. <This. is the obvious kind of sabotsge
an organized group would commit. The three-lane highwaey had
been a bootleneck of traffic long befire the enlarged defense
program began two years ago. On December 7 the narrow road _
was 2 bedlam of racing emewiency ambulances, trucks, taxis and
motor-corps cars. DBy disrufting this traffic, the Javanese
could have cut the 1ifeline of -islend defense. However, offi-
clials fourmd no tndicatione of any such attempt. The rumor soon
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died in Hawall. It was refuted by hundredes of local peoprle
who used the tPoad that dasy. However, it has pﬁrsisted on the
mainland, and a question I am often asked is, 2id they shoot
those Japanese who blocked the foad to Pesrl Harbor?"

In Washineton I wess told thst & navy cartain who hsd been
at Pearl Harbor had given this story of the road-blocking to
the press. I immediately talked with him. He exrlained thet
what had harrened was this: He had jumned into his c2r in Ma-
noa Valley, which is some five miles from the Pearl Harbor high-
way, and as he drove down Manoa Road he almost collied with a
carload of Orientals. hey were driving wildly ,and seemed ex-
cited. The cantein told this story to = gathering of newsnaper-
men in resvonse to the repested guestion, Dia you see any con-
fusion?" He sald that this part of his interview, which was
only an incidental recollection, was vicked un by seversl of
the nowgpavers to the excluslon of the rest of his story and
given wlde publicity =s a sabotzge story throughout the msin-
1land United ®tates. He did not claim that these Orientals were
Japanese or imply that they were sabotaging. They mlght even
volunteer truck drivers rushimng to tleir battle statlons. The
cantain claimed he was gorry he had ewen mentioned the incident
to the reporters. - :

_ dJust the day before I left Honolulu, the chief a%ent of the
Federal Pureau of Investigation in Hawaii told me, "You can say
without fear of contradiction that there has not been a single
act of ssbotage-either before Degcember 7, during the day of the
attack, or at any time eince.! Chief Gabrielson of the Honolulu
police, which works in clode collaboration with the army, told
me the same thing. "If the Jansnese here had wanted to do da-
maggﬁ Decmber 7 offered them a zolden opvortunity, he added.

here were the Javmanese on that Punday if they were not out
sabgtaging? "you ask the chief of nolice.

Hundreds of thep were actively defendinz the territory,"
Ee will tell you. Members of the Oshu Citizens' Defense
ommittee, most of them Jansnese, rushed to their nosts as vol-
unteer truck drivers. They strivred 2 hundred delivery trucks
of their contente, inserted into them frames vrepared to hold
four litters, end went tearinz out to Pearl Harbor to eid the
wounded. PSome 6f these Japanese got there gso promptly that
theil» trucks were hit by flying shranne%. They proudly display
thege ptéces of steellnow as souvenirs.

When the call came over the radio for blood donors, again
the Jananese were smong the first to respond, and by the hund-
reds. They stood in line st @ueen's Hospitsel for hours, wait-
ing to zive theur blood to save the 1ives of Smerican soldiews.

At Pesrl Harbor, two Jananese boys gsw_a machine-gunner hav-
ing some difficulty settinz up his gun. They ran to him, helo-
ed him steady it for sction, and fed him emmiinition. DBoth worked
gso fast that they had to have emerzency treatment for burne at
the hospital.

Soon after the litter-bearers orrived st Tripler Hospital
with the first wounded; Surgeon King sent out =n emergency call
for surgical teams. #At that moment Javanese surgeons were sit-
ting with other Honolulu doctors, listening to a lecture on war
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gurgeryv. They leaped to their feet with the rest and were at
Trivler within fifteen minutes. There they stayed, workone
swiftly and accurately for long houre, saving the lives of their
fellow Americans. Many an American mother today owes the 1life
of her son to their skill.

These loyal Americans of Jananese ancestry asre on the svot.
So far they have been remarkably level-headed. The strain on
them is going to become even more intense as the weeks and mon-
ths go on and the provect of an attempted invasion of Oahu by
the forces of Japan comes nearer. The vpressure on them from
#mericans who distrust them will become greater. This pressure
comes from the white man who says, "No metter whet a Jap says,
don't trust him. Once 2 Japanese always a Javanese. Just let
a J%p make one false move when I'm around!" i

his man believes that skin color and race are more powerful
than democracy. He is making it difficult for the intelligence
forces in the islands to proceed on a basls of fact rather than
on a bssis of rumor and hysteria. A4According to'the findings of
the intelligence services, the fact is that not all Japanesdé -
are the same-that the second and third-generstion Japanese in
Hawaii can be counted uvon in any e,ergemcy, and that although
the grendparent generation containe individuals who are symna-
thetie to the homelsnd in a nostelgic sort of way, they are not
organized and the notentially dangerous have =lready been lock-
ed up. ; '

The younger people have been gratéeful to their friends in
Hawail for not turning against them in this crisis. hey were
very thankful to Mr. Leslie Hicks, prominent Honolulu business
man, when he gave a widely broadcast telk in favor of tolerance
and fair tresatment to the Jananese in Hawsli. He pralsed them
for their fine record in the »nast =nd asked the American work-
ers who arrived from the mainland recently to make a distinetion
between the Jananese imperialist government and the Japanese
peopnle living in Hawail. . ‘

The Jepanese in Hawsii have found the United States Army
absolutely falr and pmpvartial. At first thefe was a rumor that
no Jananese would be tsken into the army, and they were afraid
that such officisl discrimination would foster all sorts of
antinJapan%se feeling. They were relieved to find thﬁmselves
drafted. Now we have a chance to prove our loyalty, they
seid. They are convinced that they et a square deal in the
army. On the day of the blitz s Jananese private, first class,
rushed to his battle station, where he set such a good example
of glertness and quick thinking that he waes promoted to the
rank of corporgl the following week. This recognition reaffir-
med the local Japanese belief in the feirness of the army.

One of the few anclent Javanese customs which has persisted
during this comflict is that of giving the drafted youth of the
fomily a farewell send-off to the wars. Every so often, you
see in one of the Japanese-languace newspaners a little block

lir. and Mrs. K. Harada wish to thank 211 their friends who
varticipated 1a last evening's celebration of the glorious
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induction of their eldest son, Kazuo, into the United States
rmy.

And they mean 1t. The Jananese believe that the son who
works. hard to become a giid soldier will be aprreciated by the
authorities. They also believe that he wlll be promoted as
fast as any white recruit, denending entirely u@on hes dilig-
ence and ability, recardless of hls ancestry. hey cannot helo
celebratine that.

Hpnat teemsmeiezftin the Hawaitan Jabanese situationots~thist
the ‘majority~the second gnd third generstions-are overwhelmin-
gly loyal to the United ®tates. Of the older, first generation,
alien Javanese, many favor Javan, but by no means all of them.
Nowhere in any of these grouns has there beencevidence of =
fifth column, or of any sort of underground organizetion. 411
of the individuals who the intelligence services had reason to
believe were poténtially dangerous have been interned. The
rest have & clean bill of health.

Let us ask ourselves objectively and sispassionately, what
is the best way to obtain the continued whole-hearted cooperation
Ef thie 1arge group? My belief, based unron the findings of the

ederal Bureau of Investigation and unon my own obeervation
during twelve years in Hawalil, is that these n%onle already be-
lieve in democracy and want to fight for 1it. he more we extend
democracy to them, the more they will have to fight for. If
we take away what freedom and equality they now enjoy as loyal
Americans, we abandon them to fascist propaganda and rob them

of the incentive to resist fascist ideas.

BY BLAKE CLARK




