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THE J APANESE IN HAWAII 

The edi tor of lhe New Renublic do n ot know the f act s regar d­
i ng the loyalty of the Ja anese- Americane in Hawai i , which has 
recently been the subje ct of sharp deb ate in the pr ess . ~ e 
present , ho 7ever, f or its intrin s i c i nterest the articl e bel ow 
by a man whose v\ews on the subject are entitled to r espectful 
at tention . Ar . Clark , ~ho t aught a t t h e Un i versity of .HaNaii 
from 1 930 until very r ecently, ,is t he author of the n opula 
book , "Remember Pearl Harbor~1 tf-. in,, the rri ting of whi ch he ij.ad 
ac c ess to off icial sources . --~·he Lditors 

***********«********** 

One of t he first things mainlP.nders a s k me is, 11 
'
1hat qre 

you oeonle in Hawaii doina with all those J ans out there? Have 
- II -

you go t t hem in concentrat ion camps? 
Judging from the number of times I am asked this , a grea t 

mB.ny mai nl and Americ t=ms believe tha t most of t h e Jananese i n 
Hawaii are h i di ng around in t he canefiel ds , read~ a t a signal 
to l eap out Pn c3. stab us i n t ne ba ck .. Th is 11 news t doutless ac­
QOUnte~ fo r t he hasty removal of the Janane se fron t h e ~ e st 
CJ oa~t . 

1he feelin g in the mainland Uni ted St ate s tha t t he J ananese 
in Hawaii cannot be trusted i s t h e direct res1~t of the many 
rumors which came wi th a whirlwind rush along wtth the bl itz 
of December 7. "Th ere was a grea t fifth cloumn in Hawaii ! 
T -- ff 
11
he att ~~ cking Jans had wonder~ul information , it was s aid . 

-They knew just wh ere ea ch bPttleshio w~s to berth . They bombed 
the us2::i_ess old Utah mercile ssly because the fine a i r-plane­
cerrier Lexington 1m s sch eduled t o be t here inst ead . 11 

"A Hawaiian Jananese fift h col umn i st cut a briad ar row in 
a canefi:eld 11

, it wa s S :: id, 11 d. irect1ng enemy T;ilot"s s trai ght to­
war~ Pearl Harbor ! " 

O~e o~ the J ap pilots shot down had on a McKinley Hi gh Sch­
ool ring . 

llJ apanese saboteurs stalled old j alopies a cross the r oad to 
Pearl Har bor , bl ockin.g traffic, hol ding up e.mbulances carrying 
the 'ounded, keening officers and men f r om reachi ng their bat-'' -~ tle stations . 

Had our intelligence for ces been a sleep? Had organi zation 
for al l t h ese anti - American activi ti es been go ing on "'hile of­
ficials t alked of t he necessity of trusting local Jauanese ? 

No·,·r let us examine t he facts . Pearl Harbor has be enf.exnosed 
to publi c vi ew for years . You can drive along the nublic 
highway or t ake a hi ke over the hills beh ind the harbor and 
observe at leisure t he navy ' s vit al in stallations and warshi ps . 
~o doubt J ananes e consul ar agent s~ook these j aunts frequently . 
lhe n9 vy· ~retested against this si tuati on , but Congress re f us ed 
to na.s s j....eg.i-8-l:-a:thm .. -·· c-ond.ern n'!"fiq ·-pronerty ·overlooking the h arbor . __ _,,-
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This failure made it f c.,. irly simple for the J ananese consuila ,­
st a.t ioned in Hav•aii to ~ et i nformati on a~nut the ha bi ts of the 
fleet. 

Admittedly, v e do not know hus t how mu ch i nformation the 
att a cking Jananese had . The truth is t hat , regar dless of what 
ad~ance kno wledge they did h YP, t h ey nee ded no fifth qolumn 
to provi de it . A general ide e of whether shins were likely t o 
be in the harbor was sufficient . A battleshin is a huge object, 
vis ible for milAs . It is about a s difficult to make oiit a s the 
Chrysler Building would be if it were lying on it s side in the 
Hudson R1ver . Once the J r~anese knew where Pearl Harbo t is­
which any t ourist map of Hawaii clearl y shws- they did not need 
to kno'J ~hat ~erth ea ch battleship normally took . The a ttack­
ers struck at every be.tt l esh i p in th e harbor , nege,rdl ess ·of 
p osit ion, size or age . 

Corroborating evidence th~t t he JRn8nesP ~td not anoroa ch 
with t he help a~d direction of fifth columni~ts ~as ." jutt ~ oome 
to light . The J apane se submarine which ~as dunk outside Pearl~ 
Harbor an hour or mor e ~efore the attack hns now been r aised , 
and the shin's log has been translated . It tells how the sub­
marine entered Pear l Harbor trailing a garbag e sco, 1 , and cru­
ised about, noting t h e tynes and numbers of 1arships ins ide. 
It then left and sent a r adio mess age to the Janane se carr iers, 
relaying t h e infor ma tion . 

The man cutting the arrow in bhe canefield Ja s not needed) 
nor, as a matter of f act , was .he there . He was an unconfi r med 
rumor . · 

Nor was any special information needed by the Jananese , p~lots 
in or~er to locate the hangar s a t Hickam Field . I do not ~now 
why thses hagars were no t bui l t back in the mounta1nside, where 
they would be h idden from view. But there t h ey lay, not only 
the bi ggest objects on all the isl and , ~ut, further~ore, painted 
white Bnd gl eaming in the tropical Aunl ight . They were an in­
vitation that the Jananese n i l ot s coul d see f or more than twen­
ty miles . The att acke r annarently n~eded no information that 
vn obserbant nerson in the Jananese consulate could not have 
furnished in one veek 's time. 

The McKinley ring , 1:1 K e c the ·· ca ne- cu t t er; ne".rer .'materialized. 
A censor, whose business it WPS to r un down r umor , told me he 
had checked wi t h every officlnl ~ho h ad looked through the clo­
t hing and nossessions of slai n Jananese nilots . None had seen 
a Mckinley -ring . · 

If the local Jananese had blockeft traffic on the road to 
Pea rl Harbor, thev woulft have commi tt ed the most effective s a ­
botage uoseible that d8Y · This.is the obvious kind of sabot ag A 
An organized group would commit . The three-lPne hi ~hvay hRd 
been a bootleneck of traffi c long befire the enl arged defense 
nro gram begen t 'O years ego . On De cember 7 the narrow road 
was a bedlam of racing em er~ ency ambulances , t rucks, taxis and 
motor-co rns cars . By a.isru-.t t ing this traffic, the Jananes e 
could have cut the l ifel_ine e f ·-·i ela.nd d-.efense . Howev er , offi ­
cials fo1Imrn15"- l -nnYcati ons of any such attempt. The rumor soon 



died in Hawaii. It wa s refuted by hundreds of local neople 
who used the · :Co ad that da.y. Hm. 1ever, it has pnrsisted on the 
mainland., and a ques tion I am often asked is, ' Did they shoot 
t hos e Javanese who block ed the ~oad to Pearl Harbor? 11 

In v~ s. s hin Q' ton I w P s to l c9 th Rt B ww :v CB""' t :~ in who h R <1. b PP n 
at Pearl Harbor ha~ 2iven this storv of the roRa-blonkin~ to 
the nrPss . I immediately tPl k Pd ~i~h hi~ . He Ax~l tne~ ~ th R t 
~hat had hq ~ne ned was t ~ is : He hP~ jumne~ tn~o hts C? r tn Ma ­
noa Valle y , wh ich is some f ive mile s - from the Pe qrl Harbor high­
wa y , and as he drove do~n Manca Road he almost collied ~ ith a 
carload of Or i entals . 1hey were dr i vi nQ'. wildly ,and seemed ex­
cited. The canta in told th i s sto r y to ~ ga t herin2 of newsnaoer-

- ttD -me n in response to the reneRted questio n , i~ you s ee any con-
fusion? 11 He said that this nP.rt of his interview , which ·'as 
only an incid ental recollection, was u icked un by sever~l of 
the nowspaners to the .exclusion of the rest of his story and 
g iven wi de n~blicity ~~ a sabot? ge story throughout t he main­
l a nd Unit ed ~tat es. He d i d not claim that these Ori ental s were 
Jananese or imply that t hey were sabotaging . They might even . 
vo l unteer truck drivers rushi lhg to t{).eir battle · stations. 'l'he 
can tain claimed he w,gs sorry he had ewen ment on ed. t he incident 
to the repor ters . . . 
~ Just th~ d a y before t left Honolul u, the chief a~ent of the 
~ ederal bureau of Inves-tigati on in Hawaii told me , You c an s ay 
without fe ar of contradiction ~hat t here has not been a single 
act of sa~ota0oe-either bef~rP Dec emb~P 7 , durin g t he day of the 

.. II c G --attack , or .s t any time sinc e~.. hief J?_brielson of the Ho nolulu 
nolice , which wor ks in clo§e cbll8bor a tion with t he ar my, told 
me the same thing . 11 I f the JaDa_nese here had. want~d t o do. de_­
mage, Decmber 7 offered t h em a golden oonortunity , ' he added . 

fl w - · 
~here wer e the Jananese on tha t ~unday if they •ere_ not out 

s ab~ t e. gi n g 1 
11 you as V- t h e ch i e f a f rn 1 i ~ e • . _ . 

Hundreds of t h ew were active1y defenq.in 7- th e t erritory , 11 

~e will tell you . Members d f the Oahu Citiz ens ' Defense 
Uommittee, most of them J anen ese, rushed to thei r nosts as vol­
unteer truck drivers . They strinned a hundr ed delive ry t rucks 
of the.ii" co ntents, inserted into them fr ames nrenared to hold 
four l itte~s , end went tearin2 out to Pea rl Har bor to aid the 
wounded . ~ome er these Jananese ~o t t here so nromntly that 
t :, -h.., -t-,,-,1 _1ck s were hit b y flying shr annet, . They proudly (Usnlay 
these ni~ces of steell now q g souveni rs . 

When the call came over t he r ad io for blood donors , agai n 
t h e Jananese were Bmong thP first t o respond, and by the hund­
reds . They stood in line a t Queen' s Hospit el for hours , wait - . 
ing to ;; ive t .he ur blood t o save the l ives of American soldi e111 s . 

At Pe arl Harbor, t wo J.anane s e. boys S RWr./3. m.gchine-gunner hav­
ing some difficul ty s etting up hi s gun . 1 hey ran to htm , helu­
ed h i m stea~. y it f or action , and f er! him emmmni tion . Both wor k ed 
so f ast that t h ey had t o h ave emergency trea tment f or burn s a t 
the hosnital . 

Soon after the li t ter-be arers o.r__s i ye.d . a t Tripl er Hospital 
wi th . the firs~10JJ.-11-Gle-d-,-- -Su.-r.eeun ""Ki ng sent out .s n emergenc y call 
f or surg:Lcal- teams . At that mome nt J a uanese surgeons wer e sit­
ting with other Honolulu doc t or s , li st ening to a lecture on war 
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surge 'Y' v , '11 h P. v · l e .~H) e cl t 0 t he ir f P P t id th th P re s t an a. we :re a. t 
Tri uler within fift een minutes . There they st ayed , workon? 
swiftly a nd accurately for long hours , saving the live s of ~heir 
fellow Americans . Many an American mother tonay o es the life 
of her son to their skill . 

These loyal Americans of J ananese ancestry are on the snot. 
So far t hey have been remarkably level-headed . The str ain- on 
them is go ing to become even more intense as the weeks and mon­
ths go on and the pronect of an att empted invasi on of Oahu by 
the force s of Janan comes nearer . Th~ nressure on tnem f r om 
Americans who distrust them will become greater. This pressure 
comes from the white man who says , "No metter what a Jau says , 
don ' t trust him . Once e Japanese always a Ja.nanese . Just let 
a Jan make one false mo ve when I'm around ?" · 

This man believes that skin color and r Pce are more powerful 
than democracy. He is making it difficult for the inteil i gence 
forces in the islands to pr oce ed .on a basis of fact r a ther than 
on a basis of r umor and hysteri a . According to t he findin gs of 
the i ntelli gence ~ervic es , the fact is t hat not all Japanes~ 
are t he s ame- that the second and t hird-generation Japane se in 
Ha~aii can be counted unon irt any e , ergemcy , and that al though 
the grandparent generat ion contains individuals who are sympa­
thetic to the homeland in e. nos t algi c sort of ~"' aY , t hey ere not 
organ ized and the notentlally dangerous have 0 lready been lock­
ed up . 

The younge r ~eoole hev - been g~steful to their friends i n 
Ha1riaii for not turning again gt t hem in this ·crisis . They Wf?re 
very thankful to .fr . Leslie Iti cks , prominent Honolulu business 
man ' when he gave a. 1i dely 'broadca s t te.l i n f avor of tol erance 
and fair trea tment to t he Jananes e in HaNaii . He nr aised them 
for t heir fine r ecord. in the n.?st and asked t he American work­
ers who ar rived from the mainlend recently to make a dis tinction 
bet ween the Jananese imnerielist gcivernment and the Japanese · 
p eo ule living in Hawaii. . -

The J a:oan es e in HRwe.ii have f ound t he United States Army 
absolutely fair and nmnartial . At fir st thete wa s a rumor that 
no Jananese would be t Pken into the army, and they rere a f raid 
that such official discrimination woui d fos ter al l sorts of 
anti-Japan ese feeling . They were 'relieven to find t hems el ves 

II IJ . II drP fted~ ' OW we have a chance to pro ve our loyalty , they ' 
SEid . 1 hey are convinced that t hey get a sauare deal in the 
army . On the day of t he blit z a Jan~ne se p~ivate , fir s t class, 
rushed to his ba ttle st ation , wher e he set such a good example 
of ~lertness and quick t h inking that he was promoted to t he 
r ank of corporal t he followin g week . This recognition reaffir­
med t he local J avanese beli ef in t he f eirness of the army . 

One of the f ew ancient Jauanes e customs which ha s ners isted 
during this comflict is t hat· of giving t he dr A.fted youth of the 
f amily a farewell send-off to the wars. Every so often , you 
see in one of t he Japanese-language_ newsnauers e. little block 
advertisement..,- --s.a-y-i -s omething lik e this: 

Mr . and Mrs . K.· HB.rada wi sh t o thank all their friends who 
narticinated ia l a st evening ' s celebra tion of the glorious 



induction of t heir eldes t son, Kazuo , into the United States 
Army . 

And they mean ·it. Th e Jananes e bel ieve that ·the son who 
works . hard to become a gild soldier ·ill be apnreciated by the 
authoriti es. '1

1hey e_lso believe that he will be nromoted PS 

f ss t as any white r ecruit , denending entirely ·u¥on hes dilig­
ence and ability, regardless of his an cestry . hey cannot help 
celebnBtinq that . 

hat teem s ·-. cla~;l, r ~~ in t he Hawa:U:aa ~apaaee e ~ s±tuattonn1s--· i1Jhis : 
the ·major ity- the s e0ond and third generations- are overwhelmin­
gly .loyal to the Uni ted States . Of the older , first genera tion , 
al ien J auanese, many favor Janan , but by no mPans all of them . 
Nowhere in any of the s e grou~s has t h ere been -eviden ce of a 
fif th column , or of any sort .of underground organization .. All 
of the individual s who the intelligence servi ces had reason to 
believe were pot ~ntiall y ~angerous have been interned . The 
rest have a cl c :·r bill of heal th . 

Let us ask ourselves obj ectively and sispas s ionately, what 
i s the best way to obtain the continued whole-hearted coopera tion 
Rf thie lar ge group? My belief , bas ed unon ·the findings of t h e 
Federal Bureau of In~es tigation and upon my own observation 
during t welve years in Hawaii , is tha t these u'onle already be­
li eve in democra cy and want to fi ght f or it . h e more we extend 
democrac y to them , the more t h ey iill have to fight fo r. If 
we t ak e away wha.t free d om and equallt y t h ey now enjoy as l oyal 
Americans ; we abandon them to fas cist propaganda and rob t h em 
of the incentive to resist f as cist ideas . 

BY BLAKE CLARK 


