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EDITORIAL

Mr. Biddle and Mr. DPies

The blast against the Dies Committee by Attorney Ge@eral
Biddle lived up to the predictions we made about it in
New Republic last week. Mr. Biddle shows that of the last
thousend or so government implgees listed by Pies as subver-
sive characters, only two have actually deserved this title.

A very large vrovortiton of all Mr. Dies's names, says the
iddle revort, come from untrustworthy sources. Many of them
are taken from the malling lists of Communist "front organi-
zations. In numerous instancees the men 2ccused had- never
heard of these organizations; but even if they had, membership
1s not 1llegaly or any proof of subversive activities, or
Communist Party membershin. In some cecases, Jeaslousy or malilce
of fellow employees has put en innicent man or women on the
_ Yies list. Morale has been crestly hermed by the witchihunt-
ing of the Y1es Committee. I he= also cost $100,000 and out
a heavy burden on the FBI at a-time-when its services are
needed for the protectlion of the country against the danger
of real sabnteurs. Ye cannot remember such plain speaking
about = congressional committee by o federasl agency in 2 long
time.

Mr. Pies, under this heavy indictment, hss tried typical
cuttlefish tactics. He announces he is about to produce 8
new 1%st of the names of fifty hioh govenment officials"
wlth Yommuniet connections, sll of “them earning more than
$7 500 snnuslly (2 erime in itself among the Ples supvorters).
e remember several previous occassions on which Mr. Pies, in
a tight corner, has made similar high-sounding promises of
revelations that are to come. Rprelv hag he ever #made good,
and we have the strongest doubts that he will this time.

The Federated Press charges that on the Pies 1ist of 1,100
persons accused off subversion, there wag not one Nazi ot Fag-
eist. Yet the FBI picke up hundreds of such nersons; only
this week, 1t arrested = governmeht emnloyee on charges of
doing Jaranese vprovaganda. Mr. Dies 1ooks in only one direc-
tion, and there is nlenty of danger in others.

: Let no one suppose that the Piddle renort has nut an end
to the fies persecution of New Dealers and liberals. It will
go on; congreas does not seem to hzve sufficient collective
coursce to stop it. Memntime the Civil Service Commision
continues to investigate charges of rgdicalism against govern-
ment employees in ways which violate Anglo-Saxon princinles of
law, and with a personnel which in many cases 1e of shocking
low aquality. As Thmas Sancton points out in thie issuwe ofThe
New Republic, elmost anybody can zet and hold a government job
more egsily than can a congplcuous anti-fascist of some years'
estanding.




