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11he blast against t he D1es Co·mmit tee b y Attorney General 
_ Diddle lived up to the nred.ic~mon s we made about it in The 

New Republic lest week . Mr. niddl e shows that of the last 
thousand or so governm~nt imnlpees listed by Dies a s subver
sive char a cters, only two have actually des ePved thi s title . 
A very large nronort~on of all Mr. Dies's name , says the 
Biddle reo~rt, come from . untrustworthy sources . Manv of them 

C._ II 'fl 
are t ?k0n from the mailing lists of omrnunist front organi -
zations . In nume-·ous instances the men 8.Ccusecl hao.' never 
heard of these organizations ; but even if they had , membership 
\s not illegal~ or eny proof of subversive activities , or 
Communist Party membershi n . In some aases , jecl ousy or malice 
of fello H· emoloyees has ~ut en i nnicen t ma.n or woman on the 

_ .U1es list . l1 ora~e ha.s been greatl y har med by t h e wi tch~·hunt
ing of the ~ies Commit t ee . r~ hP~ ~lRo cost $100 , 000 and nut 
a heavy burCT en on t he FB I .at a ~ t1m e when i ts services ar e 
needed ~or t h e nro te~tion of the country against the danger 
of real s3b0tPurs . "e cannot remember such nlain sneaking 
about a congressional committee by a federal agency in a long 
time . · 

Mr . D1es, under t h i s he a.vy indictment , h8s tried t ypical 
cuttlefish t actics. He anno un ces he i s about to produce a 

1 h 
II - If new ist of t e names of fifty h i gh govenmen t offici als 

wl t b. Communist connections , all of them earning more than 
: ?,500 a~nually (a crime in itself amon a t he Di es suBporters ) • 
. ve r ememoer several nrevious occRsion s on which Mr . ie s , in 
a ti ght corner, has made similar h i gh- soundi ng nromise s of - R ~ -revelations t ha t sre to comA . arely has he ever ~ade good , 
and we have t h e stronqest doubts that h e ~r 1 ilJ. this time . 

The Feder ated Press charges that on the Dies l ist of 1, 100 
nersons ac cused o ~ subversion , there wa s not one Naz i ot a s
~ist . . Yet t h e FBI nicks un hundreds of such Dersons; onl y 

_this week , i t arrested 2 government emryloyee on char2es of 
doi ng Jananese nronaganda7 Mr. D1e s looks in only o~e direc
tion, and there is nl ent y of dang er in others . 

Let no one suonose that the B1 adl e r enort has nut an end 
~o tije ~ie s nersec~tion of New Dee lers and llberals . I t will 
go on; Congr~ss does not seem to have sufficient collective 
cour ,o,_ge to ston it . Meantime the Civil S·ervice Commis ion 
continues to investigat e char ges 0f rgdicBlism against govern
ment employees in ways which viol Rt e An?lo-Saxon nrincinles of 
law, an<1 with a nersonnel which in many cases is of shncki ng 
low ouRlity . As Thmas San ct0 n point s out in this i s sµe ofThe 
Ne~ Renublic , almost anybody CBn 2et 9nd hold R government job 
more easily than can a conspicuous anti-fpscist of some years ' 
standing. 


