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Ant i - Japa nese Feeling Brisks Out in Hawai i 

F1are- up noted a s charge of arroganc e is mqde against 
Ni~Donese ~y whi t e residents . 

1

l
1

he relocation of Jauanese and Ameri'can s in Hawaii 
have . gone throuTh s everal p ,• a ses since t he a ssault on 
PeB r l Harbor . ~e l ates t development is an upsurge of r eH 
newed tens ion . 1 he f ir sr of t wo art icles on this situation 
fall ows . 

by WILLIAM NORWOOD 

HONOLULU- An ups ur ·e of ~nti -Jananese fee1 t n ~ i n H~i ~ii has 
· been noted by mi li tary and civili _n · ~genct~e bhar gAd wi th main
t e ~ning inter- r a ci a l har mony in this community . 

~riti ci sm of the J a vanese is heard with increa sing f requency , 
even from some influential Ha~aiian residents heretofor e noted 
for their outspoken defense of t his r a ci al gr oup . 

lth ough complaints h eve not yet rAa ched prop ortions suffic i ent 
to off ~ any major detr~cti6n from t he gener ally good ~ar record 
of Ha1 1ai i 's re s ident s of Japanese ancestry , they a re occurring 
with e nou~h freque ncy and persistence to evoke editorial comment 
from Honolulu paper s and t o a ttr , ct the serious a ttention of the 
authorities . 

.ttmong t h e most common charge s are t hat the Japanese in Hawa:!.1 
[f U ti ti II • e r e becoming too i mnortant , too comnlacent , and too indepen-

dent . 11 ~ 

Surfa ce Manifestations 

Observers in a n os iti on to wei gh the ·si gn i f ic a nce of this 
critici sm r ebar the a c cu s Rtions a s surface man ifest a tions of . 
economic a nd s oci al nressur es under ~hich the J apane se resident~ 
of thi s ferritory a~e a s sumin~ a ne 1 ~tatus. - . 

Traced to t heir f undamental · sources , the compl a ints ·suggest 
ths.t r a tial harmon ~ i!}. :awai i up t o t h e · present h as be en d.epeen 
dent on maintenance of an e0onomic bal an ce , which t h e iar i s 
tepding to upset . . 

1he a cute· manpower shortage emuhas·is unon American pr inci les 
o f eqqal i t y , gr a dual elimination o f old- country attitudes .of 
humili t y a nA obedience , and- mo s t impo~~ant unioniz ati on of ·l abor 
in wh\ch are ma jor influences leadin ~ the Oriental resi dents of 
t h is lettitory , esnPciall y the J·ananese , t o a ney~ anpreciat ion 
of their ri gh t s and privi l eges under t he Un ited ~tates ·flag, 
and a new willingness to dema nd tho s e ri ghts . 

As a consequen;e of thi s t rend m.ny of~the Orientals no longer 
are willing to a ccept a dual s tandard of wages or t he traditional 
princi nle of benevolent paternali am under ~hich , up t o the pre
~ent , ihey have been wel l cared for and v~ll controlled by em
pl qyer gr oups . 

Some of the current compla ~nts aga inst the Japanese in Hawaii 
maybe traced to uppe r cla ss aucasia n families ~ho have lo s t 
t hei r yardmen or maids becaus e of more a t t r a ct i ve 1ork elsewhere . 



~t~l l othe~ critics v.h o confess confidenti ally to having noted 
n il TI · ' 

a new ' cd> c~runess tn A_ thenJananes e are thqse who ha ve retained 
t heir mP i d o~ yardma n , but have had to un wages to do so . 

~n t seros e t~I co~~lafunts a r e sowewUa t par adoxical , for the 
very cockiness and innenende nce wfi tch some resi dents of Ha
waii r esent are typically _ i~erican characteristics, and mey in 
part be t he nroduct of the .8.mericanization nrogra.m which h a s 
been underway in this 'l'erri tory 1'Ji th varyin g degrees of emphas i·s 
e ver since the ~tart of t h e ~ar . 

~ · or t 1 o years the Jauanese i n Es ma ii ha~e been exhorted t o 
t hi.nk Amer ican, · s n eak Ame r ican , bee american , act J\.meric an . h is 
theme has been use ~ over and over a2ain in newsnan er ed itorials, 
ad.vertosomr".', r adio a.p1 ·e a.ls , l unche mn cl ub t a lks a~Cl in community 
~orale nromotion . One expl an a tion s6em s to be that .ome of t~e 
Japanese, especially some of t h e .younger ener.a tion, have res
ponde~ so promptly and so f or ceful Jy to these anpe als t hat their 
beh~vior i s ~egarded as 2 1stur~ing , espe cially ilien their ad option 
of Hrnerican standRraR t ake s t h e fo r m of union Activities and 
purs uit of h i gher p~y . 

~ffect of Public ity 

It also has ·" b ee :n :· ~ugg est ~dl. oy some observers h ere tha t nerh9..ps 
the JaDane s e yn:;Mawaii h a ve been o er publi c~zed ana~ have become 
s omew~at heady a s a r esult of pats on t h e bqck for buy~ng so 
many War ~onds, for s ending t heir sons to war and for not sab-n . ...., 
otaging the i s lands. · 

~or several mon t hs after the Army's call for volunt eers wa s 
an s .1ered. so enthu s i a stically by Japane £e youth s in Fawa11 in:be:P
r acial frictioh diminished, and t he a tmosphere clea red temporarily 
of su spicions and accus ations . 
. Now, however , t h e eff ec t of t hat event a s a lubrican t unon ~ 

interracial friction is beginning to wear off, and some ~f ihe 
nP-y1 irri tants described a r .e appe nl'ing . 

Another cause of f riction here , a ctusl and ~otenti al , is com
pl a c ency , combined ,ith s ome ar weariness . 

Uncertainty Le s s ens 

.f or many months the Je:oanese die not k no r form C!.ay t o day whe
ther t h ey wer e go ing to be moved en mass e f rom th~ eiAl a nds; they 
were apprehen si·~e end caut ious. 0 eae.use of t he uncertainty of 
their sta tus t h ey exe r cised unu sus l care t o be unobtrusive and 
unoff en a ing . 

Now si nce monthB have el aps ed witho ut any furthe r indications 
of a m ~ ss evacuati on , the Jananese feel less need ~or t es t raint 
in t heir r el e tions 11th t h e r es t of the commnni ty. 

!jut if the J anane se are c om ,_ le.cent , t h ey a.re not the only o?lles 
exhi b iting this a tt itude . Ai t hough mil itary , uthori ti es 1{eep 
remi. d.ing the i s l ander s t ha t Hanaii still i s i n the danger zore , 
there ia a general feeli ng here that thP t i i e of war in t he 
~ac i fi c is etlbing 10 ~' t oward J auan , n :r flo •1i n?; tov1e.r•, t hesP
shores. 

iJo Hqwaii is e xJ1ibi tin;; s o 1e of the typi cal chB.r· a. c te~t· is-'~ics af 
H bi g family hich t urns a s olid front of unit y and comradeship 
against any threat or a.tt acl( , but reverts· to squabbling amon => 
i ·'-s v a1'liuo s rn emb e:L"' s "'~ -· 1 t 11. A t ::i-c0.'')t is r :··,tcJ ;-.l n · '- ~1. e at ·a c .i:c e 
, ~~nL{~:. ,- ff . 


