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AND THE CO=CRDINATING

THZ INFORMAL HESTIN iS5
CsNTHE:

February 5, 184/

DAPE: February 5, 1944 PLACE: Ade Buililing Room 5 ITiE: 2:35 peme

Attendance: Stocknds Internees. Kozumu and Shimizu

Shimizu.:

Co=ordinating Comnittee: M. Shimada, K. Okemoto, J, Nakeao, Je
Yaydo, I, “uﬂekawa, Je Yomatani, and £. Akitsuki
Others: I. iiayeda an! Fi Furuluira

The raason why we asked for this mesting was because we neard many true
stories and actual reports of the center's existing condition at
nresent time, by many men wno recently came into the stockade. Ue
heard ahout vou people who were working so hard for ths benefit of the
colony and how streightforvardly the Committee had bWeen working in
attemnpting to ret the stockade people releused.

‘Then vou people called us out last Lime, we Jjust had to take such a
step and say such things becauss the atmosphers 2t that time was such
that we couldn't very vell express ourselves trubn”ully. Yes, I said
things which weren't my trus feelings. I've often wondered, if you
had only called us in a smaller group or as individuels, things might
have worked more smooth and betters
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dince Komiya came in, we were able to et a thoroush picture of the
conditions outside of this stockads anl everw thing became more clear,
especially the work of the Commitiee. We also were convinced of the
fact thot more and more people were inclining to your side. As we
noticed how conditions within and writhout the stockade had changed so,
we figured that there's no use dragzing 2l ong as we have and so, We
carme to this conclusion to meet ths Committee again by requesting L+
Shaner.

After many people were releasad Trom the stockade, people in there be-
came very happys

Alter seeing you people working so hard for our benefit, I think it is
only ri~ht and just for us to, al lsast, cooperate with you. If the
WRA or the srmy ask for our assurance that we do not meddle in politics
again, e will, in every respects, cooperate.

There =re cases like this ~-- some youny boys have even said that they'rs
willing to take the chance of getting beaten up tirics or thrice, if they
could only pet out into the Centsre Ihe reason why their attitude
changed even to that extent is because of fomiya. I think his report
was, very fair

fZoong the six men whom you people interviewed last time, only three are
left now, iorri, Inouye, und I. A4+ that meeting, I wanted to say more
but unfortunately I didn't know vhat was in Inouye's wind or the other
persons' minds that I hesitated from expressinz myself too franKly.

Put as I beceme more intimate with ..re Inouye, I os amazed to find
that our ideas and feelings were in commone Mre .~rri -~ just after



Kozuma:

Yamatani :

Shimizu.

s
Shinada:s

the meeging was essked by Yre Shima'a ~thether his st:tements wrere sincere
=-Mr. "orri told me later that he jusi couldn't find an answer to his
quostion. Oince that meetinz, we vanted to mest e~ain with the Committe
but we thought it wos no use lecauss sometimes 30, 50 would be released
in a day. However, recently we noticed that some were still being
picked up, so we decided that we should meet with you peonle azain. Nr.
Kimura, Yr. Kozura and many others elieved that it was Jjust of no use
beinz so stubborn -- therc's no limit to it. Army's attitude toward

the Negotiating Cominittee hasn': changed a bit since their December 4th
staterient. "To felt thut there's no hope in relving on those lNegotiating
Somnitioce. A% that time we had strong convictions, but since we failed
once, we hrve no intentions of hbeing block representatives again. llany
of tliose man have this same opinion. Some even went or to say that they
felt so sorry toward the block rssidents whom they represent. but =

& ; ., any wvay out or uny chamnel within the stockace to
convey aur prewent attitude to the Army or to the colonists.

There wers some boys in Barrack 4 who were rather intimcte with me and
talked freely. .s¢ we exchanzed our ideas, I found thet their thoughts
were no different from mine, 7Thy couldn't we work hand in hand with thea
certain group who are working so hard, we thought. 5o we brought this
story up and talked to ire Shimizu and others and came to this conclusim
to meet with you again.

Je named eight on the list, for instcnce, Kimura, liorri, Inouye, Yoshicda,
Shimizu, Yamamoto, Kozume, an: Yamanake, but the Army peridtted only

you two. [hey ~rarned us that since we made suech a blunder last time
don't repeat the same mistake, so they permitted us to meet ycu two fird
anc¢ if proved successful, meet the others leter == this was their sug=-
zostion. |

‘' 2rs clso informed of the fact that you six men did not call a meeting
with the other stockede detiinsss as you told us at the second interviews
Naturally, we were puzzled vwhen we heard thet and didn't know to what :
exteny we could telieve or trust your words. Apmy aquestioned today's
meeting Lecause they knev thrt our last interview was a bungle.

Tou see, we have “een in the stockie for almost thres months. 'ig see
each other every mornins and night. Je can't do things as we wish.
After that interview, I osked the army if they wouldn't stand watch be-

: e wanted to hold a meeting that day Juring the mess hour. For
sore rscsons it came olout thot we should,instead of 'holding a mags ‘mbet-~
ing, <o around to the barracks and resvort it to them personally. As a
result, we held no meeting. Oply me:ting we hac was just among ourselves
thet is the six of us, ;

T2 gincerely understand you. .JSveun thouth we fearel Lhat result of the
chance we were taking at that time lest the colonists divide inetwo and .
aim at each other, the result was, however, more effective that we anti-
cinatsde The people who wers released stood up for us, nore than we
thouzhte Those people are very brave. In fact they are so bold and so
out=-spoken that sometimes, we feel as if we should suppress them, ‘le
are certainly grateful to them.
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(At this time, ir. Shimada presented a letter written by iir. Kozuma to Ga Kuratomi,
when Kozuma was still sctive in the Necotiatins Cormittees) . -

Shimada:

Kozuma:

Shimizu:

Akitsuki :

Shimizu.

In getting your release, such letters as this might prove as an evid ence
or crounds unon which yvou mizht not he justified for a releases However,
as far as we're concerned, we understand your honest feeling and like=-
wise, "/e'1l do our best. Ly the way, did you send this letter to Kura-
tomi? : ‘

Yes, but I don't even remember what I wrote in that letter.

Since men have been detained for such a lons time, psychologically, they
have changeds I think 907 of them have the same attitude as we have.
There are cases which asre really pitiful -- boys viio are merely 20 or so
have been detzined in therc for three months Jjust lLecause their past
records weren't too good or something.

Since I bacame a captain of the barrack, I met boys who come in to fill
coal and do other works. They have tol! me that they were detained sim=
ply because they didn't corry or :ecause they lost their temporary pass=-
es. Some of them are really handicapned Uecause of their inability to
speak dnglish. Recently I heave noticed rany fellows jike thats There
are three boys in particular, who have been in Tule sirce the inception
of this centere. I think sometihing should be done for them, even before
us. Once when I hear’ thet a youn- boy dreamt about his mother, I felt
so sorry for him. I ‘think it's urcent that such boys be released as
soon as possibles Do vou krow anytiing about Shingu?

I think we have his name or the list going out soon.

Flerse get him released. Lhere are many other boys like him. Torii,
for exumple =-- his younger brother went out but he's still in there and
he doesn't even knor wthy he came in. He told me that he vasn't at the
tlotor ¥Fool at the time of the incident as the Army thinks sos He told
me that he was willing to testify strongly wund even provide evidencey
& time punch, to establish proof that he was imi o 1e@ss hall.

Conversation recurred to the subject of the last interview.)

Shimizu:

No one actually expressed their true personal opinion at thet time, I
think. But, as I said before; if you had interviewed us individually, 1
mizht hove told you what I really thought. idven for myself, I didn't
know ilr. Inouye very much and didn't heve the opportunity to really
get acauainted vith him so I hesitated. I hete to say this but I didn't
trust him at that time snd I'm sure ne felt the same way toward mee

Yesy; I knew Mr. Inouye from the outside, in connection with judoe. I
realized and knew thst those weren't nis true wordse

)

hat e vere called wmore=or-~less officizlly, we couldn't very well say
as we felt and always had to Lear in mind the many vho were supposedly
supporting Kai-Kuratomi croup..

If it were private and nformal it Jidn't metter much but since we felt
4
v

Jven during that hunger strike, I didn't knov th-: some men ate. food
Lecause I was jusi sleeping =nd barely living on water. I couldn't be=~

lieve that neople tho weren't so young and people who were suppose to
be responsible men did such a thing.



Kozuma :

Shimizu.

nkitsuki:

Shimizu:

Shimade :

Kozuma :

<kitsuki:
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Te also had another informal meeting with llyre Robertson sometime ago,
seven of us, Sugimoto, Kuratomi, H. Mori and some others. At that time,
I did say a few words but as Shimizu said, I coulda*t express myself
honestly. lire Kurniomi acted as our spokesman and did most of the talk=-
ing.

Oh yes, as we came out of the stockade today, Lieutenmant jokingly asked
if re ceme out with Kai=Kuratomi=Headquarters=big shets' permission.

wven some of the former Negotiating Committee members do not feel as Kai
Kurntomi and some others do. For instonce, ire Kimura, he had often
mentioned that Negotiating Committee should disband and it's not even
too late nowe. Among the Negotiating Committee members, Kobayashi,
Yamamoto, and few others had a sensible point of view. Of course they
didn't come out with it Lecause they knew that it'll be useless anywaye
Mre Kimura is in an awkward position since he came from the same center
as Kai and Kuratomi.

Let me sey thisy, as a Committee, we have never, as far as we remember,
talked abusively or have eriticized the Negotiating Committee. Iven if
we 1id, people wouldn't believe it anyway.

Mr. orri had constantly warned Mr. Kai, but it was all in vaine. Kai
woul! immediately jump on him saying ‘are you slipning?' Mr. Morri just
gave up and resigned as a block representative in November, I think.

Mr. Morri's viewpoints, I noticed, are very moderate. Recently a group
of young fellows yelled out in nasty language to some people who were
passing. At this time, Mr. iforri politely cautioned and suppressed

their impudence. 8o you cen readily see what kind of a man Mr. Morri is.

/e ars progressing slowly but surely and are still emcountsring some
obstin-te sroups. The more obstinate they are the more stockade victims
thers will be. We certainly do not enjoy seeing such a things W¥ith
the assistance of you men, we hope we can avoid such to a certaine xtent.

7 rre not asking for our release, but, regardless of our release or
continued detention, we are heartily willing to cooperate and help in
any 'ay possible from within the stockade. Besidedy, Apmy's attitude
tovarc the Negotiating Committee hasn't changed in the 1 ast. My per-
sonal opinion is thot the attitude we took involagz 'giri'*was certainly
meaninzless, even in spite of the Army's blunt statement of December 4th.
To tell you the truth, I don't know for what reason we were all so
stubborne

iire 2himizu, remember, =t the last meeting you said that even for an
nour or two, the Negotirting Conmittee should be raleased for the pur-
vose of conveying message tot he coloristse Was thet your idea?

Yes, it wase I thought perhaps if it were that kind of a plan, the
Nesotiating Committee would concede tos

An? that request you six made regarding unconditional releass en masse
of nll the detainees, I've talked to the authorities zbout it as I
nromised. fccordingly it was deniede

But, really, what I resent is_this - I heard thet the Negotisting Com=
“GIRI -- swayed by one's sense of obligation.
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mittee sald thet if Akitsuki, Yarmt
up and
thig can
pointed

ani, myself and few others were picked
ths stockude, the lle-otiating Committee could '”rtxrfurm
peaceful one in vitihin 24 hourse 1 wms indeed disa=-

- Bl . By & % &
heard this. 1 just TS up hope.

(Discussion folloved in refsrence to the letter sent ® Lt. Shaner by this group,
including Korwar, Shimizu and some 14 others, requssting for a mesting with the
Co~ordinating ittee.)

Kogume: I ¢ assure vou tha! whetevor is written in this letter is true.
nimizu:  Let me ~wrrant vou that people on the list should fail in their
act cpainst the will of the people and

e X e of thse colonyy we are willin; to assums full
i ;L]lty. I am not just saying this to make you foel coode If
thiose paople do something when drunk, then pleasc don't blame me. -ndl
this I can swear, wo did not write that letter as a stratagy or just
vecause ve wanted to put something over you.

ottnr before the Project Jirsctor for the ~ur s: of signing any statement
iich the Project Lirector or the ~puy may deem. necessasyy,snbgequent, .of course,
to their approvals

Thereuvon, the group decided towll togzther the 16 persons liuted in he

The meeting adjourned ot 4435 Dere

wspactfully submitted,

/s/ Syron okitsuki
ixecutive Seeretary of the
Co=ordinatin, Committoe
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