
/ 

R.EPO!lT OF TH.::: I NFORMAL ~.iEXB·i.'H!G OF' TH2 STOCKALE Ii !T;.:R.N.J:ES A.N:U THE CO- ')RDHIATI NG 
COl'~·.ITTT.i~.t!: OF 1'!i~ 'I'UU1~ LAK.~ C iNTY£'·~ 

J!'ebruc.ry 5, l9tl-'l· 

'.'iA CIT: : li'ebru,:l r y 5, 1 944 PL.\ CE : Ad. BuiL: in f; Room 5 I'I !'IE: 2::35 p.m. 

· ttendnnc e; Jtock.c,cl e Internees . Ko zuma n nd Shimizu · 
Co-orui no.t inr.; Com::Jitt e e : M. Shi:aaci.a , K. Ok ~r"l oto, J ·. Ns.lwo, J. 

l'inyd o, I. Namekarm , J . Ynmat a ni, a nC. D• Akitsuld 
Othe rs : , . • J.:a yeda ::.~ n'. '. F~ ~\.truL< . ·ra 

Shimizu • The l'Jason r:hy wo a s:cerl for t his meet.ing 'etas because we i'leard many true 
stories a nd o.ct ua l re ;Jorts of t h·3 ce nter 's existing c:onc'!ition a t t h e 
) r Oc; ent ti r'le , b y many men \'!h o r e c ent l y c::une into the stockade. · .. re 
hea r c1. :).b out you people Ylho ·,·,e re ~f orking so harcl for t he benefit o·f the 
colony a nc0. hov• st r 2',i:_!htf ont::trdly the GoEtr,1i tteG ha t~ b een '·''Orkins in 
~.t ·L t ei ~·;!Jtin '~ to ·~et t he stock:J.c1 e peopl e r eleased. 

'hen y ou peopl e ca lled us out last t i me , we jur=rt had to take such E.~ 

step a nd s e.y such things bec£,use th;':J a.t~uosphere :J.t that time 111as such 
t ha t we couldn' t ve r y wel l ex;;r t;l SS ou;.· s e lves truthfully. Yes, I S to~ i cl 
t hin2;s which -;:e r en ' t my true fe elings. I've oft en ':wnd er ed~ if you 
had only call ed us in a s ;;;alle r :; roup or a s indi vL ;1.t a J.s, thi ngs mi ght 
have ':corked more smooth a nd bett e r. 

Since Komiya came in, \'le '.'rere <101 e t o s et a tho1~ou :;h ~;i cture of the 
concl. i tions ou~vs:L d e of Ulis stoc kar'~e a nl. eve r •'t hing b ecame more cleur, 
e specia lly the ~ork of the C ~x~it tae . We also ~e re convinced of the 
£'net thc~t mor e a n:i ~. · ore pe ople i.'G r o inclininc; to your sid e . As we 
r!oti ce c1 . hov.' condit i ons 11i t hi n am: .·r:i thout the stoc lm :lo had cha.nged so, 
Yro f i gured th::tt t h ere 's no us e C:. rB. ~;:~ing along as '.·re have and so, we 
c <JJ1JO t o thi s conc lusion t o meet th;~ Committee ag~c..in by reque sting Lt• 
3ho.ner. 

f\;' tor many peo pl e \Je r e r e leased f ro.r,1 the st ocko.C:.e , pe ople in ther e be­
cc::Y:1e ve ry happy :~ 

Af te r seeing y ou people workins so har d for our benefit, I think~ is 
only ri ;~ht a nd jus t .f'or us to, at l GaElt; c oope r nte ·:rith you. If the 

1.'TRA or t he l.rrny a sk f or ou r assurance t hat we d o not ::1eddle in poli tics 
a sa:Ln, '70 ·;rill , i n ever y r e s p ect s , c oope rc~te. 

There e.re ca ses Eke thi s -- some younr; boys have even s a i d that they're 
Y'.':i.lling t o t ak e t he chance of r;etting beat en up t rric e or thrice, i f they 
coul d only c:et out int o the Cent ·3r. l'h c reason \1h y their a ttitude 
chan :,;;ed even to tha t extent i3 bocnus e of ~\ omiya . I t ll inl( hi a re port 
':·.ras v er y f D.ir. 

1~.::1ong the six men wl1or.1 yo u ],10 opl e i nte1·vion ed l ast ti 110 , only thr ee a r e 
l e ft n ow, :,:orr:l, Inouye, a nd I. A~ that mee bins , I ' ranted to say n ore 
but unfortunately I didn ' t know ··tJ::•.t was in Inouye ' s r,1ind or the other 
persons ' minds that I hasita t ed f r om e xpressin0 mys el f too franRl y . 
l~ ut a s I b Gc c.une mor e i ntima t e r.rith _:r• Ino~~ye , I · .. !c,s ama zed to find 
thr~ t our i c~ eas a nd foeli ne; s we r e i n common. Mr • . -; rri -- j ust after 
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the rne et inc; "!US e.sl<;Gd by :1r. Shin £:, · ::: " heth er his st : t e•11ent s 1:ere sincere 
- -Hr. ;·<orri tol. ~~ me L1t er t ha t he jus t couldn't find a n ansner to his 
qth; ~:t L on. ~'iince t hr1t n eetin:; , '.'ie V/<'tn ted t o me :d; o. '~; ain with the G ommitt~ 
but n e thau c:h t it •m.s no us e .:. ecaus e somet i mes 30 , 50 . would be released 
i n a cla :'• HoY!eve r, r ecently Y'/e l'l otice<:1 t hat s ome ':rer e still being 
pi cked up , s o ~e dec i J ed t ha~ we sh ou l~ meet with you peop~e a gain. Mr~ 
K.i mur c1, 1Sr. i\o zw:r,a o.n :~. many othe r·s · ,~ elieved that it '::a s just of no use 
b ein:; s o stu1)born -- there 's no limit ~o it. Arn~y' s attitude t o;-,a r d 
t ha Neg otia t in:; G ol'lli~ i tt e e hasni t changed a bit sinc e their JJ8 cemp er 4th 
st at er.1ent. ··le f el t t h t '; t here' s no hope in r el ying on those Feg otiat ing 
Go .i J.ni.t :~ G e . At; thc::. t time \? e had s trong convict i ons, but since •;:re f ailed 
on ce, .re h:::-.ve no i nt enti ons of ] 1 e i n~: b lock repre s entD.c ive s ~.gain. !..Ia ny 
o f t ~1 o s e man :-1ave thi s sa:-ne opinion. Some ev en V.'ent o ~ to s a y t hat th ey 
fol c so s orry tmm r d t he block 1·esi de nts ·,-,horn they repr es ent. Eut ... 
.. .my uay out or .any cha nnel uithi n the s tock'l Ce to 
convey our f ' c ~ ent a ttitu J e to the Army or to t h e coloni s t s. 

The r e •,;ra r e s ome b oys i n Br•.r r a ck ii 'J h.o \Jere r a t he r i nti rnc te vri th rr: e a nd 
tal ke d fr eely. ; cf:; '.ve excho.n ~;ed our id. ee.s, I f ounc2 thc~t th eir t hou~~hts 
we r e n o di ffe rent fro r:1 mine, .''hy c ouldn' t 1:re wor k l1and i n hand with thtt 
c e rta in e; roup vrho a r e ~~ro rking so ha rd, u e thought. So 'He brought this 
story up a nd tcl kod t o L:r. Shi mizu o.n c othe rs an c'. came to this conclusi-n 
to meet vJith you again. 

Yamata ni : '.fe na me d eight on the list, for i ns t c·ncet Kimur<J. , l1iorri 1 Inouye , Yoshi da , 
Shimizu, Yamamot o , Kozunw., a n ::_ Ya r:1anak a , but t he Ar my per 'li tted only 
you t ,·:o. fhey -.'a r ne d u s thac sinc e '.!e !llB.L:e such a blunder l a s t ti me 
d on ' t r e pe .<>,t t he same mista ke, s o they i)ermit t ed us to meet you t wo fint 
a nc' if p rov ed suc ces s fu l , meet the ot he rs le.t er ...... thi s ·.ms their sug-
r;a s t i an. 

:e .: r e ~: lso informed of t he fa ct t l·l,,t you six men J i d not c al~ a meetinr; 
'. J i t h the other s i:. ocke. cle ·~' et :". ir"e e s as you t ol l' us o:c the s econd int e rvi ev1" 
I·h1t urally, '.'!G werr3 1Juzzl ed ·ahon •:1e he a rd t hc:.t anc~ didn' t know t o whe.t · 
extent vre coulci b eli ev e or trust your .·:rorcl. s. Army que :3ti oned toclay ' s 
me et i ng iJec a us e the y k ne'' t h:- .(; Ol.U' l ast intervieu •.vas a bungle, 

Shimizu . You see, rre ha ve ::,een in the st ockc~ : . e for a l most thr eo months. ·qe see 
ea c h ot her eve ry mornin~~: a n d ni ght. .i8 can1 t clo thi ngs a s v1e wish • 

. l ft e r t ha t inte rv i e''.' , I Ll sked ·che •'!. r:ny if t hey '~'oul cl n' t stand vJatch be ­
caus e \7 8 wan t ed t o holcl a meeting t h!'.",; da y ~~urin e; the ·r\oss h our . For 
sm:·te r 3:::. s ons it C OJ~le oJ out t hcc.t n e should , i nstead of 'hQl\iing a ma·ss ·meet­
i ng , ;;o ~1. round t o t h e bar r a cks an c; r e ;)Ort it t o the G1 personally. As a 
r esult, we h el d no meeti n ;~ . Onl y ·.:;e ; ting 'T! e ha;,. •:'f.t s jus t among ourselvm 
t he t i s t h e s ix of us . 

Chi n:da : h si nc e rel y underst a nd you . - ~ v en thou ~;h we fea. r e J :;hat result of the 
cha nc e ' ' 8 ·:rere tak ing a c tha t time lest the colo;-1i s ts divid e in"' 'G\ro <:tnd · 
e.i m at each ot her, t h e roS:u;L t wa s, however, more effective tha t ·,7e anti­
d . .,a t ;;d, l'he pe ople. viho we re r e l eased stood up· for us, , .~ o re t han we 
t hou·~~ht. T;'lose pe opl e a re v 9ry b r av e . In f a ct they a r.e so bold a nd so 
out - s p oken t hat sor;:eti me s , H e f e el as if ·.-re should suppress them. · ·:re 
are c ertai nl y gr a·sr"ful to them. 
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( At t his time, iir. Shima da pre s ented a. l etter YJr itten b y h~ r. Kozuma to G., Kura tomi, 
r1hen Kozuma '.'!a s still 8.ctive in th e Ne ::; otL~tin:, Cor.nni tt ee.) 

Shimac: a : In getting your r elea se , such lett ers a s t hi s mi ght p rove a s ·an evidence 
or ~':rounc1 s U) On ,,·:hi ch you 'ni .~;ht r! ot "b t-3 justified for a rele a se. However, 
a s far a s we 're conc·3rned, \10 unc1 erst rtnd your hon es t feeling and like­
'"'is e, --re' 11 d o our be s t. Ly t he · :ay, did you send this letter to Kura­
tomi? 

Kozuma: Ye s, but I don't even remembe r vrh:ct I wrote in that letter. 

Shimizu ; Sinc e me n have be en detained for such a lon[; t i lne, psycholo(iically, they 
have cl1a nr·· ed. I t h i nk 90~ of the~11 have the same a ttitude a s we ha ve . 

{.:;t / " 

There a r e ca s a s whi ch a r e r ea lly pitiful -- boys ':;l! o a.r e merely 20 o.r so 
ha ve been det ained in the r e for thre e months just because their past 
record s weren' t too g ood or s omet hing . 

Sinc e I b8 came a c a.pt cd .n of the barra ck, I 1:1et boys r.'ho come in to fill 
coal a nd d o othe r -.-,orks. ·rhey ha ve toL: me tha t th ey we re deta ined sim­
ply beca use t h ey did n' t c.::.rry or , oca us a they los+. their t em:cora ry pass­
es .. Some of t hem a r e rea lly handicap ) eC. beca use of t h eir ina bility to 
apea k .d;nglish. Recentl y I hc.ve noticed nn ny f ollon s 1. ike tha t. There 
a re three boys in partic ul c.r, who ha ve been i n Tule sL .ce the inception 
of thi s cent er. I t hink s or:1 et hing s ho~tl cl be done for them, evan before 
us. Onc e wh en I hee.r ·~l tha t a younr: boy d r eamt about his mo t her, I felt 
s o sorry f or hi m. I .'t hink it ' s urgent tha t such boys be relea sed as 
soon a s pos s ible. Do ;: ou kr,on anyt :1i nr; a 1:; out Shi ngu? 

.-\ki t suki ' I t hink ·:ve h EJ.v e hi s name on t he li s t s:, oing out soon. 

Shi mizu . I-'ler.s e get hi m r e l eas ed . . l'he r e a re ma ny other b oys like him. Torii' 
for excm~)le -- his younge r brother '.7s nt out but he 's still in the re and 
he doesn 't even kno1'' ·:·rhy he c ame i n . He tole! me tha~ he Yrasn't a t t he 
Mot or ~o ol a t t he t i me of th e incident as the Ar my thinks so~ He told 
:ne thclt. he ·:·ms willing to t esti f y s trongly <A n cl ev en provi de evi denc e , 
a time punch~ to est a blish proof tha t he was in: .::. _::e ss hall. 

(Conve r sa t i on r ecurred t o tho s ub ject of t he las t . intervie a .) 

Shimizu : No ono a ctual l y expres sed . th eir true persona l opinion a t t hat time, I 
t id nk . But , a s I s a i d before , i f you ha d i nt e rviem;ld us individua lly, I 
mi ~:;ht h o.v G told you ·.~ 'hat I r 0ally t houe;ht. i~ ven for mys elf, I didn ' t 
knoYr Lir . I nouye ve r y much a nC:! di dn' t he.ve th e opp ortunity to r eally 
get a c t; ua i nt ed ·.1Jitl1 hi m so I hesit s.t e cl . I h~:. t e t o sa y t hi s but I c!hln't 
t r u s t hi m at t ha t time ;:. nc I ' m s ure he f elt t he same wo.y towa rd me. 

Jhil rJE<.~1 a: Yes, I kne 7 Mr . Inouye fro r:1 t he out s i de, in connection with jud o. I 
r eali zed c..nd kne w t hc t t ho se r.r e ren' t rliS true ;·:ord so 

~ · - ; "'1 .; . ~ 1 1 . If it ·.,.re r e pr i vc.t e and :nf ormr:-,1 it di dn't ma t ter much but since we felt 
tha t 1.re "' '" r e call Gd i"tl ore-or-less offi cia lly, wo couldn't ve ry ' !ell say 
a s we fe lt a nd alwa ys ho.cl . to bea r in mine the rruny r:ho '.'!e re supposedly 
su:pport i ng Ka i-Kuratomi ~roup • . 

·.:;v en cluri ng t hat hung e r s trike , I di ~l n 1 t knon th".C s omo men a te. food 
be ca us e I 1·:n s jus ·i; s l eepi ng ,:: nd ~1 1.1. reJ. y living on \"ta ter. I couldn't be­
l ieve that :: e opl e · rho VGren' t so younr.; a nd people ·.c:ho ·.1ere suppose to 
be responsi ble men did such a thing. 



Kozuma: ! e also hac~ another inforn1a.l meeting 'idth Mr• Robertson sometime ago, 
seven of us, Sue;imoto, Kura t. omi., H .. ::..iori and some others. At that time, 
I did say a ~ew words but as Shimizu eaid, .I couldn't express mysE!lf 
honestly. ?·ir •. Kurn!~ om:i acted as our spokesman ancl did most of the talk .. 
ing . 

Oh ye s , as we came out of the stockade today,, Lieut.enan:t jokingly ~13ked 
if 't e c t~.me out vlith Kai•Kuratomi•Headquarters•big shots·' permissiot.l.. 

Shimizu . ..:ven some of the former .Negotiating Committee members .de not feel as Ka.i 
Kurnt omi and some others do. For instc.nce, Mr. Kimura, he had often 
mentioned that Negoti~.tin ~~ Committee should disband and it's not even 
too late now. Among the Negotiating Co.-~mittee members, Kobayashi,. 
Yamamot(), and few oth9rs had a ssllsible point of view. Of courae ' they 
didn't come out vv'ith it because they knew that it'll be useless an.J"vay. 
Mr. Kimura. is in an awkward position since he came from the same center­
a s K~i and Kuratomi. 

' ' kitsuki : Let me say th~s, as a Committee, we have never) as far as we remember, 
talked abusi ve.l,y or have criticized the Negoti ntin;; Cormni. ttee. .::ven if 
we d.id, people woulrin .•t believe it a.nJ""VaY•· 

Shimizu: Mr. ' :orri ha ~l constantlY warned Mr• · Kai, but it was all in vain. Kai 
\'fouL. irmnediately jump ~n him .saying 'are you slipping?' Mr. Morri just 
gave up and resigned as a block representG.tive in November,. I think • . 
Mr. Uorri's viewpoints, I noticed, are very moderate. Recently a group 
of youn;; fellows yelled out in nasty laneuage to some people vrho v.rere 
passing. At t hi s time, Mr. iiorri politely cautioned and suppressed 
their i mpudence. So you can readily see what kind of a man Mr .. Morri is. 

Shima(le.; ·or~ l2x e .. progressil}g slowly . but surely and . are . s~,:h i. '. e~~~\lnterinc ' some . 
obstinr te e;~oupe • . The more obstil'U'~te th~y are . the more .stockade victims 
there r;ill be. \'le certainly do not enJoy seeing ,such a th~ng~ ,Witq ,. 
the ccssistance of you men, we hope '7e can avoid such to a certaine xtent. 

Kozuma ~ ··re { re not askin~~ for . our releaa&, but, : rega~dless . . of our r.e~~ase or 
continued detention, v.e .ar\3 heartily willinr.: to cooperate and help .in 
any ''c.y possible f'rom v:rithin the stockade:. 3es:i;,de~, Army's a ttitude 
t o··:.':U(~ . th.e Ne~otiati ng Committee hasn '•t c~anged in the b ast. , My per­
sonal opinion is . th::: t the attitude we took :lnvollllng 'giri. ''*11as certainly 
meaningless, even in spite of the Army's blunt statement of Decemb.er 4th. 
To tell y ou the truth, .I don't knoY: for ~·,hat ~eason \Ue wo re all so 
s tubborn. 

···kitsuki : Li r • ..;himizu, remember, a t the last meeting you said tho.t even for an 
hour or two, the Nezotic-ting Committee · should be released for the pur­
pos e of conveying message tot he color: ists. Wa s thc.t your idea? 

Shimizu ~ Yes, it was. , I thout:ht perhaps if it · were that kind of a pl an, the 
I·~ e ::· otiahn:.; Corr.mittee would concede ., toe . 

.:';f):i T"t ' 1 9. : A.n c~ t hat request you six ma.cle rega rsiing unconditional r elease en masse 
of ~1 11 t he detainees, I've t alked ·io the authorities about it as I 
promised . J>. ccording ly it Ylas den;i.ed. 

But, _m!!xJ_w~.t,_!_resent is thi..s . - I heard .tlu' t the Neg oti~•. ting Com• 
.;:GIRI sw8:yed by one' s sense of obligation! 
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:ni tteo ~ e~L.: t h':' t if A. ki tsul: i , Y~1. 1at ru,i , mysel f' an d fEJ '"' others '."/e r e pi c:ked 
up G.n r' ;>1 s c od in :~ h3 stoc k::· . .:~ e ~ the ilw · ot~h.ting 8 om:mi t te e c ould -~l' . msf urm 
t hi s (~ a:' l ) into ""· 1) ''tCCJf\!.1 onc·J :i.r: · rit;d n -~ '~ h 8ur s . 1 '.ic. s :Lnc.leed ~: i r;a -

poi nted '·" en I hee rc~ tllis . 1 ju :; t .. ave up ho pe . 

( Dis c ussion :i'ollor•xl in r efe r enc0 t o the l etter s en t tJ Lt . Sha ne r b y t iiis ;:~ r oup , 
i ncludi n ·..,. Ko ;.:u:.Y. , 3 '. \i.r.'l i zu ;-:.n ( s ome l ·i o+.her s , r equo :TL i n _; ' or u ne .:rt .i.n1; \Ii th t h e 
Co-or(li na ~~ i r1.:·.: .. j -~~-n~:l_;_. t tr)e· . ) 

Kozume. ~ I <.: x. ,,s m..lr o :rou t ln 'J ··rhotev ,_;:r i s ,_·;r :it to n i n this lettor i:::; t r ue . 

5~1-~ :·:li z u o Ld. ~o ·' rrc.n c v on t h a ·c i f t hose r .. :; opl e on t h a li st shou1 ·.: fa il i n tho:i. r 
:\) i.' O::i:lo or c ·. ,:·::·:i:c a n offens ive ac: t : .. :~ &i.nst th e ':Til l of the pe opl e c:, nd 
of em r so ~ L .;_;Ol i1 s t th0 pJo.c e of t}lo c:o l ony , -_·ro :::. ro ':Ji l lin:.~ t o c. 3 ~'JUmo flll l 
x·eGpo::ls i ':.Jili ty . I aJ· l iJ Ot just s ayinc t ' i CJ to make you f 0el .':_:o CY.l . lf 
t .'.loso ;;-.3opl e J o ':l unsthi.nc ·:rh e n ~! runk , t hem pl ease d on ' t b l c:.:no mo . -·n:: 
t his I ca n s wea r , ~o d i ~ ~o t ~rit e tho. ~ l utte r as a st r~t as y or j ust 
:je cc..u s0 · 'G vrante.J to l-'Cl t s ou ethi n _; ova r you . 

l'ho r eu .. Jon , tlL' ~-; roup d <Jcic: e :• tocall to::;;3 th ;,;:. t!1 e 16 ;)erson s l:LtoJ i n t.;w 
letter b of o1~0 th ~> Projec t Ji r ·:J ctor f or t h o ··ur :.;: of s i ~~ning any s t &teruent 
·:·~1i.ch the Project .;ira c t or or th,; 1·. rmy uay cl(7etr.. neco Ar3o[.'TY , B'~ Lse i!uent· , of c our se , 
to t heir a p)r 07d.l . 

/ s / ~: yron nJci i; [>U]d 

~xec~Live 3 ec rotur y of t h o 
C o - ordiru ~ t in ~, Cornmi t t 0e 
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