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) OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

To: Mr . Best . Date: Feb .8 , 1944 

From: Harry L. Bl ack 

Subject: Meeti ng with Co- ordi natin Committee 

The Advisory Commi ttee (Black , Robertson, Opl er , .uycke , 7!.ac
lieil , Leckl i t er Harkley ) 1:.ri th Mr . Utz as obser ver , met ·w·ith the Coordi nating 
Commi t tee from 10 : 00 a .m. t o 12:00 today . Byron L~itsuki , execut ive Secre
tary:~ was absent on account of I lln ss , nd George Y matani t oolr. his _l ace 
as spokesman f or t he Conmittee . 

The princi pal i tem of discussion concerned the r eco:omendation of 
the Commi ttee f or t he rel ease of 18 additi onal det ainees f r om the stockade . 
Refer ence w- s made t o are art of an i nformal meeting which the cocrmittee 
hel d with t 7ro evacuees (Koz.uma and Shimizu) on F--b ary 5. In t he cour se of 
t hat meeti ng , i t appear ed , f r om the r eport , t hat Shimizu did matt of the t alk
i ng and persuaded -;:, he Committee of his change of hear t , t..nd convinced them 
t ha t i f he were r eleased f rom the stockade , he vrould vrork wi t h them her eaf ter 
in matt er s affectin the operation of the Center r ather than agains t t hem on 
behal f of the principles of t he Negotiati ng Commit tee . He also convinced t hem 
tbat other leaders had undergone a change of heart, h d turned Cl.gainst t he 
Kai - Kuro.t omi bloc , a.nd t her efor e merited release f ro m the stockade on condi 
"-:;ion that they make a public promise and "ign a ple r"· ge t o the effec t t hat t hey 
vroul d mai ntain r el ations of better understandi ng <...nd cooper c t ion with ·he 
Coordi nat i ng Commi tte in the f ut ure . The point was made that the Coor ::"i i nati.ng 
·as convinced of the s i cer ity of the change of heart , and that such l eaders 
r eleased i n t he Center on pl edge to support and work f or the program of the 
Coordi~ting CoiDt!littee would exercise a powerful and construc t ive i nfluence 
amon the f ormer follower s of the Kai-Kuratlbmi r egime . 

A r eport of :_he i nformal meeti ng between the Coordi nati ng Com
mittee and Mes srs . Kozuma and Shimi zu i ap)snded . Also the dr aft of a pro
posed pl edge t o be si gned and aclmonl edged by the det ai nees upon r el ease , t o
get her with a list of those whom it i s proposed shoul d be released . 

As chairman I stated to the Committee t hat rm ·;ere will i ng t o 
take the proposal und r advisement , but t h t in the instance of _erson whose 
n~me ··ms on the list vn coul d give no commitment at the mome t . We pr oposed 
t o check t he l ist against t he f i les of the Army Intellige~ ce , a ai nst the 
f ile s of our police department , and agains t t he rFJports of the FBI i nvest i 
oati ons Vlhich ar e now coming in . I f any of those files made it appear that 
the individual should not be released , the n 'le r.muld not ap. :.:ave t he release . 
Note i s made that one of the per sons on the l ist was released yesterday . 

The compl ete lis t includes : 

Aki yama/ Yamanaka Ikeda Shimizu / · 
Inouye Tsuchiya· Yoshi da Ko3uma ~o 
Kobayashi , Yukio1Nohri (released ) Ki mura , 1\·litsuo/Yamanoto, Koichi/ 
Fujimot o, ''ii l liam Asato/ Nai t o, Sam Sai t o 
Komiy , ~ Tat ei shi, H 
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f.Hrmbers of t he Co . i ttce (not 11) st te t hat some 600 a ulica
t i ons had been r ecei ved at Placement Office for j obs in t he mes s hal l s t o be 
opened i n the new ar ea with the arri val of the Manzanar _eopl e and those f r om 
other Centers • I made it clear tl at we proposed t o make use of ,1anganar 
e-vacue s t ransfe:ered t o thi s Center t o fill so far as y;e coul d jobs rhich 

_pert ained t o the care of those people . That woul d include mess hall workers , 
Bl ock Manager s and secr et aries , j ani tor s f or the blocks , et c . In addition we 
should s eek to f ind the most equitable distri buti on of proj ect jobs , so that 
the Manzan r people , and others yet to come , JOul d have even chances wi th 
those who were at Tule Lake before them. One member of the Committee stated 
tha t i f we didn ' t give the jobs to the Tule Lake peopl e now, we vould be 
headed f or trouble . I stated that t hat would be all right . I f we wer e going 
t o et i nto tli:JOuble on such an issue , then we would be f ully ready f or the 
t rouble . 

I n t he di scussion of t ransferrmng r esi dents f rom Block 18 nd 
fr;m >ortions of Bl oc_,s 25 and 46, members of the Committee indicated that 
they thought that re:~idents vould not move . I ezpl ined that i t had been de
t ermined t hat the evacuati on of these blo ~c s 10uld ne e necessary in the in
t er est anc f or the welfar e of the whole Colony , and askel that they 1se 
their influence t o facilitate t he voluntary movement by the ~eoplo concerned . 
At all events , the blocks ·;auld be v a:ted as indicated . There woul d be no 
ult i mat e question about that . 

The sug.;estion was made th t the last three bl ocks of the new 
const~Jction be used f or assigrunents t o pr esent r esi dents of the Center in 
order t o give them more room, t o permit some resi dents of Vh:.rd 7 to mo e into 
the new ar ea , t o allo v res i dents of Block 56 to move t o the ne·:r &rea . It was 
e:rJl ained that .:'..t was necessary t o reserve these l ast three blocks against 
tvr~ contingencies : (1) I t mioht be ne cess ry t o use t hem as Area B f or segre
gation · urposes; and (2) The ar r ival of other sggreRgants £'rom Centers other 
than Manz r , plus t he t ransferees from internment camps would require all 
t he housing suace ·;;e have . 
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