Block 10H, Bldg. 12, Apt. C,
Amache Branch,

Lamar, Colorado

Oct, 5, 19h2

Dear lir. And Mrs. Daviss -
This is a long delayed letter to let you know of our twip and some things
about this camp, As you may recall we left Sept. 15th. The Santa Fe train left
Merced at 103.5 A.M. instead of 11:00. Ny wife, Amn and Nancy was two yeabs old
on Sept. 26th rode in the lst Pullman and Gary who is L, and I rode in car 6. There
were 13 groups of pepple in our movement so there were 13 cars beside the 2
baggage cars and the engine., It happened that all the cars were Pullmas but onlv
the first 2 groups desligznated as Pullman groups were allowed to use the sleepling
berths at night, We reached Fresno at 1l:h5 A.1J, At 12300 noon we reached Calwa
where 3 dining cars were added to the train in the middle. The tralin was uncoupled
between cars 6 and 7 and the 3 diners inserted bebtween these 2 cars so there was
considerable switching around. At this time the train was filled wlth water, ice,
drinking cups and towels, elc, It took from 2 to 2% hours each meal to feed every-
one, The people in the cars the fartherest from the diners ate first and in con-
secutive orders the others ate, At 1:15 we reached Hanford, 2:15 Corceran and f
finally at 2130 we ate dinner, our lst meal on the train which was very good and
consisced of hamburger, creamed potatoes, macaroni, corn, cookies, and frult cock-
tail. At 33110 we reached Wasco, with it's cotton firlds and a cotton gin, 3:25 &
Shaffer, with more cotton and first of the oil wells. A% Li100 we reached Bakersfield,
with all its oil wells and here the train wes refilled with every thing again. The
train made long stops whenever it did stop and they were quite frequent, We left
Bakersfield after a 45 minute stop. e reached Hdison at 5:05, at 5:3¢ we went
thru the Tdwbt of 1Y tunnels., Just previous to this the conductor came thru and
advised eveyyone to close all windows before the train entered the tunnels. Some
people couldn't zet their windows doim and they were a sight afterwards with soot
and coal dust all over them and in their eyes, cars and nose. After passing thr u
the lat tunnel another engine waz added to the train, At ©0:00 we reached Callente
but we didn't need thils reminder of heat because it was a very warm day. At 6:1%
we passed chru the 2nd tunnel and then In rapld succession we went thra tunnel
after tunnel and at 6:53 we went thru the 9th one., At 7:10 we saw the Kern County
Te Be Sanltarium which wes really pretty, the buildings and the setting in the
hills among the trees looked like some country club or resort., Ay 7:30 we ate our
evening meal which consisted of rice (cooked Japanese style), bread, potatoes, chicken,
peas, and ice cream. By 8:45 we passed thru 17 tunnels and as we had gotten up
at 3300 in the morning we felt very sleepy., Three of us occupied 2 seats faclng =
each other and as we weren't allowed to usde t e upper berths we slid out the seat
cushions llke emyed a mattress and 2 fellows slept in one direction and I glept :.
between them in the other direction, We slept in out clothes and as it was warm
and with a crowded car and with the close proximity of 3 bodles on 2 seats we slep t
in our shit sleeves and perspired., Toward morning we used a light blanket. So
ended the 1lst day. We didn't sleep very soundly due to the heat, noise and the
rocking train.
Sept. 1oth, the 2ud day, we got up ab 63100 AwM. and found ourselved still
in California and in desert country with endless miles af sand and sage brush
and a few houses, service station, etc. miles apart. At 0i155 we saw the 1lst of miles
of Armored Army Encampment and Equipment on both side of the railroad. We saw every
conceivable type of armoured equipment including jeeps, beeps, all types of tanks
anti~tank trucks, personnel carriers, cargo trucks shep—bwueks, pick-ups, 10 wheelers,
amtulances, medical corp trucks, wrecking trucks, repair shop trucks, ete. Of course
there were many soldiesrs to go with a2ll these major pieces of equipment as well as
pleuty of guns and cannons of all calibers and lots of other smaller auxiliary
equipgent, We sow many tents as well as some convehntional buildings which were wvery
cleverly camouflaged. The train rolled on for miles and miles thru this very wonder-
ful and impressived display of an arming America. At 7:LO A. M. we saw the army
supp} or quarter masters wa rehouses, and oil depot with a spur track to the railp
road and many army oll tank trucks, This was the last of the main encampment,
Imnediately after this we saw small pamk trees about 3 feet short and at 8:20 we saw
another smaller army group.
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At 8330 we reached Needles the last town bhefors crossing into Arizona., At 9:20
while we were eating breakfast, with the train crossing the Colorado River, we
entered Arigona and it was a sad feeling to leave California. At 10:15 we got
into cactus gountry and that is all we saw for miles and miles. Ab 11:45 we
reached Kingman, Arigona. Y¥e saw many odd hill and small mountains., Hhey were
flat as a table on top and the sides near the top were straight up and down., We
also saw many square, small flat topped adobe houses. iany of these adobe houses
and wood houses were in a very noor run dowm condition. Some were just hovels and
I never before saw human beings living in such poor unsanitary surroundings. At
3100 we ate dinner, At 3343 we advenced our watches 1 hour to Mountaln Time. We
ate supper at 8:10 and shortly after 9:00 we called 1t a day and turned in the same
way as the lst night. We all put on new socks so we wouldn't offmnd each other too
much.

Sept. 17th, the 3rd day, we pob up ab 6:20 A.ll. and found the weather rather
cool and also found out that we were in New Mexlco. We saw dalry farming, orchards,
ete, and at 8130 we reached Alberguerque, a beautiful, large clean town, We had
breakiast at 9105 and entered mountainous country. At 11:05 another engine was
added to the train, so me have 2 engines again, At 11:L0 another engine was added
makinz 3 in all. At 12:00 noon after passing thru the steep hills 2 engines were
taken off, AL 1:30 we reached Las Vegas and shortly after 2400 we ate dinner again.
We made a stop at the bottom of a young mountain and started up again with 3 engines
pulling and 1 pushing, This was at 4355. The train made U turng and we could look
down and see our tracks far below and because a train was ahead of us we could see
where we had to go aljead and above the level we were traveling., It was fun to see
the engines yull at their maximum power and to see all the cars twisting aroung all
the curves, When the train started dovm hill it wes quite an experience, It was
Just like "free wheeldnz.® I hoped the brakes would hold. They did. At 5:h2 we
entered a tumel 2,478 ft. lonz, The train came out of the tunnel at 5153 and we
were in Colerado, Three engines were token off at t de point. We abe supper O:ls
Af ter supner there was muen speculation as to when we would reach (ranada, We
were advised to round up our baggagze and be ready to leave the train regardless of
when the train reabbed Granada, Thore was a lot of grumbling and cussing atout the
prospecbs of leaving the train in the dark and being received in canp and gettink
our room ebtc. 80 late at night. Around 9:00 we were told Lo spend another night
on the train which was a zreat relief to most of us. The only sones who wanted to
go into camp upon arrival were those whose families were already settled in camp.

We put on new socks again and tried to get some sleep. We reached Granada ab 10345
Ps¥e The military police who accompanied us didn't do anything that we could see

on the trip except to walk hurriedly thru the cars from time to time but upon arrival
at Granada they waslked guard on both sides of the train all night, The train was

9% hours late.

Sept. 18th, the hth day, we got up at 5:00 anxious to get into camp, The first
trucks and enclosed vehicles camed from the camp at 0:30 A.M. to take us in. The
Pullman group rode in enclosed cars or covered trucks while the rest of us rode in
open trucks with steke sides, It was after 10300 A.M. when we sai down to breakfast
after being assigned to our rooms, putting our bagpage away, etc. We were certainly
tired, aching, and dirty from the trip. We found our freight and the rest of our
baggage right breskfast dumped off in 2 places so that meant more work, when we felt
the least like working, to separate it from other peo.les'! freight and bagzage,
help load it on trucks, have it brought to our rooms and unpack it. Our lst shower
after | whole days certainly felt good,

Though this is the Granada Relocation Project 1t isn't designated as such in
our mailing address because (ranada is a very small vlace with a pop ulation of only
a few hundred people, and as the post office 18 so small all our mail is taken off
at Lamar, 17 miles away, and brought in by trucks twice a day. One thing I hamen't
found out for sure is the acreaye or this place although one nswspaper stated the
acreage was 10,000 acres. Since our arrival about 3,000 people came in from the
Santa Anita Assewbly Center Iln Southeren Callf, so there 1s nearly 8,000 peopls here.
This camp is located about 2 miles south-west of Granada. The soll is sandy just
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like Livingston and when the wind blows we have a sand storm. It's really bad. The
sand sifts in from all owver and if we're caught outside in it we're nearly blinded
by the flying sand,

With so much land thoy have been generous with it sothe blocks are mmich larger
than at Merced. Easch block is 510 feet square and the roads LO!' wide, that is, the
actual rocked width for the use of vehicles, The sidewalk spave 1g separate and
will be part of the block space. An odd method of road finishing ls used here,

I've never seen it before., After the surface is graded and a thick layer of light
white rocks is layed dowm a soft mixture of cement is applied over it and for a
while tho road is usde in the usual manner with vehicles splashing the cemenl around
and people walking thra it and then while it is g$till soft enough it is graded up
and rolled. This prodess is revenbed after an interval of days until finally we
have & very good smooth road wibth a heavy carrying capacity.

The barrack buildings are 20'x120! and are much more substantially built than
ab Merced. Most of the barracks have brick floors but we were fortunate in getting
concrete, I don't know if th .y ran our of bricks when our section was bullt or whether
the change was made bacause they foun? brick floors unsatisfactory, Concrete fRoors
are much better, the surface is level and very smooth and bugproof. People with
brick {loors have a very daifficult job in cleaning it, the little children stumble
on it and all kinds of ants and other insects get in between the bricks. Fach ba rrack
is diwlded into & uneven size vooms for varving groups of people. In Merced we had
a 15'x20' room, here we have one 20'x20', Fach room has an Army coal heater, 21%
in diameter and L2" high, which is installed on a ralsed, concrete block L' square.

I believe this concrete platform is Lo keep people from placing things too close o
the stove. There is & one oubtside door for every 2 room. There is a vestibule,
LE1x61 just inside ewbes this ouber door, widich leads into the 2 rooms, There is
a 1lizht above each outgide room, The outer walls are made of a special tvpe of Cekotex
The panel are 3/L " thick, 2% wide §' long and are tongued and grooved the long way.
The outer surface of the panels are finilshed with light sand colored mineral rocks,
Just like a zoo! grade of comvositieon roofing, the iuner surface has a tar coating.
The ceilings ond partition walls are rinished with regular # Celotex L'xB!'. The
inglds wells of the onber walls haven't been finished yet up our way. Spraking of
up our way we are located on a gentle sloping hill about 3/l of the distance from
the bottom of the camop, ¥We have a good view of the surrounding country,

Each block has a mess hall of the same construction as the barracks except that
they are L0'x100!' equivped with an electric refrigerator of about 30 cubiec £t capacity,
3 army coal ranges, 1 coal water healer, L coal heaters and 35 tables with plenty
of space for 8 peovle to cach table or a capavity of 288 people for each shift. There
are 2 shifts instead of 3 as at Merced. The 1lst shift hours are 7100 AJdd., 12:00
and 5130, The 2nd shift hours are kR 1 hour later, Our mess hall isn't completed yet
that is installing of the sboves and a few other itens so we're still eating In the
9H mess hall.,

Fach block has a cimbination shower, laundry,and lavatory building with 2 main
wings 20'x120' and a connecting passage way. Irining is also dine in the laundry
rooms, ‘The equipment is very good with individual hot and cold valves for each
shower head. There are 12 shower fixtures in 2 little rooms for mens and the sanme
munber for wommm, The loavatories and wash basins are all WCrane! brand which is a
very good make. Large windows are in ail the buildings. They're single sash with
12 panes, 10"x12" each, so the windo's are about 3. ' square. We have l; in our room
and they slide to ome side instead of sliding up and do wn. We go down to 6H and TH
yet for laundry and showers.,

The last I heard there were )| wells in operation here, Water was very scarce
at first but since a few days agoe we've plenty. At first the water was always running
out and we'd have to wait for the tank to fill up again. The waber lsn't suitable
g:r drinking yet because the well casing and pipes still have too much oil on the

sides,

Instead of steel cots and wools blankets as at Merced, each individual is
furnished a folding canvas cobt and 2 cotbon filled comforters and a mattress,
Because we like hard beds to sleep on, Ann and T brought one I had made in Petaluma.
I made a similar bed for Gery and as Nancy has her erib we returned all the canvas
cots. On the whole, the weather has been mild and much like Calif, except on days
when the sand blows, Thereis no rhyme nor reason when the sand storms start up.
It's apt to blow at nighl as well as during the day.
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I'm enclosing a map of the complete camp and also one of a complete block
end I've written on both so you could get a better picture of the camp, X marks
our room on the maps. Ve were forbunate to be located next to the future site of
the High School lot where a lot of lumber was piled. As at Herced, we all helped
ourselves to the lumber, The lunber here is all pine, soft and beautiful stuflf
and 1t came planed on all | sides and in a wide varieby of dimension, I made Ann
a 6 drawer dressing table, for Gary a bed with 2 huge drawers under it, 2 nilzht stands
28 long as the widbh of our bed and Gary's which we place al the head of the beds ,
and shelves and I'm still making other things.

When you have tise to weibe, will ypou please bell we gbout the washing machine
and gbout the license and papers on the trailer, I asked the post Office to leave
the trailer license and parcrs at your home., We are well and hops you folks are
too., Rest regards,

Sincerely,
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