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Attitude Toward Society and School 

Female 

There is a type of student who thinks "oh, what's the use of going 
to school here, they haven't got a thing." Ile only comes because of 

his parents; so naturally he will not s t udy. Ile will stay out of class 
as much as possible, resenting everyone and everything. Another may 
come just because the rest of the gang is here. He might as well do 
what everyone else is doing. 

One boy in a certain gang may not be so bad, but be will be an out-

cast if he does not do as others. I have heard of many cases of steal-
ing in the canteen. The first boy snatches a sweater, he passes it 
back, the next person does also, and so on. This boy I mentioned can-
not do anything but pass it on as others did. lie may be the last one 
and be caup;ht. 

So111c pupils arc very rude Lo purents, tenchers, frienrl13 nncl the 

like. Like in the study halls, when a gang get together, they arc just 
uncontrollable. Yesterday when one of the nominees was giving his 

campaign speech, . hc hesitated at the end. The boys in the back, I pre-
swue, had heard the speeches over and over. They actually got together 
and f'inishcrl t he candidate's speech, embarrassing and surely hurting 

this cunditlatc's feelings. 
Huny parents think that their child is just an angel. They are 

so innocent; they do not. lmow anything bad could be done by Junior. 

What an easy life for Junior. Ile can do so much without his parents 

even suspecting. 
The attitudes of the people that steal things are just this. \v'lrnt 

is the use of buying things when I can easily get it free. People who 

buy arc just suckers. 
1'he parents are the ones who may keep the children most to adjust 

thcmsel vcs. 'rhey should have serious heart to heart talks explaining 

L11e circmnst.nnccs they will face after the war. 
The student should try to get away from the old gang and make 

better new friends. 
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Anywhere there is always the people who arc cynical and against 

Lhc worlcl hcc11Usc they believe the world is nguinsi them. 'l'hcsc arc 

the Lwo percc11t of society . NoL only are they cynical but cause oLherH 

to fall in their category. 

'l'he main cause of this fecl.ing is due naturally to evacuation, 

but also family life, associations, and school has much t o do with it. 

One of the most important reasons is the one word "gossip," which can 

change a person to become self conscious and many times cynical. 

Attitude shows themselves through speech and their actions in every 

day doings. At bome--always ~bling about life and how they wish they 

coultl leave this place. In school they care less about their studies 

and think what's the use of studying, for probably a mimeographed diploma. 

'l'hey feel teachers probably could not find positions outside and in des-

peration cmue Lo the project to tench. Their attitude toward others who 

a rc capuble is jealousy. 

Adjustments maybe made at home and at school . S ine<' here in c1unp 
there is such question runong people living closely together. Adjustments 

should be made first aL home, where parents should be understanding. 

'l'he s tuuenL::i s l10uld be rnnclt? in Lhc school where teachers s hould take an 

inLcrcsL towards this two percent. Not that they are problem students, 

but shou ld if we were to find the feelings and understand the problem 

that is bothering them . For there is always something under problems. 

'rhc school should not always spend time on subject of truancy, but 

should instead have counselors who will understand stuclent's personal 
problem. It seems that the office is always worried about truancy. I 

think counselors should act as advisors of these problems. 
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Some type of people's attitude in this school are such persons 

who don't take this school seriously and don't study their required 

suhjcct8 iu the manner he should. 'l'his is caused by the school itself 

because some of the classes doesn't have the required tools to work 

with, such as books. 'rhcre was n case in my first perio<l class in 

\vh ich students <lidn' t hand in their work daily or weekly whichever it 

may be. Of course, these students receive an F. 

The excuse these students had were "Ilow can we work without tools." 

Of course, no one can work with(out) tool, but they should at least 
attempL to try. They were warned by the instructor, first of the ycnr, 

that Lherc were no tools and they would have to do their best l>y bor-

rowing othcl" friends' tools. 

There is another case in which students rel'usc<l to tnke parL in 

P. I•:. ac t:.iv i Li cs because ol' lack of equipment. l!:ach day they would tu.kc 
Lhei1· Liu1c gojng ouL inlo t.hc plnyiug ficl1l. '!'hey were bmvled out by 

the jnstructor several times and were threatened to be given F's for 

the quarter if they didn't snap out of it. 

J would suggest that student himself consider that we are in war 

and equipment fo r the school is hard to get because of war priority and 

because transportation facilities. The school can help by trying to 

provide the students with required tools or equipment. 'l'bey shouldn't 

have started school in the first place without equipment. 
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Students who arc unti-socialist and are always disagreeing with 

others arc usually very poor in school work or more or less ignorant. 

\Vlicn Lhey get behind in their school work, they blame the teacher and 

oiber:s and not themselves. These students disturb class and make 
sarcastic remarks. 

Some stuclents have an i 11-Jeel ing toward the society because they 
cannot face the problem of going without many things and fun which they 
had before the evacuation. They join a group of rowdy gang and disturb 

society to attract a little attention. 
If it is possible to find out a certain interest of these indivi-

duals, the school could work toward helping him a.djust himself through 
this certain interest. For cxumple, if this certain individual hnd 
some interest for music or art, the school could persuade him to take 

this music or art class aml join clubs pertaining; to it. As his inter-
est grows on the subject, he may gradually forget his ill feelings and 
adjust himself to a nor1ual student. As he joins these clubs, he will 
meet new students and 
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Introduction to CllC1pter Xl 11 

A youn ger group of s ~uJents in one of the low e r yrdJe s 

of tl1e six-~Jraue fri-State lli gh Schoo l is asked here to di r.;c u s s 

the careers they hope l ater to µuruse and to present their 

thoughts about their future beyond the war years. There a re 

' so few cornpositions in this secti on that they can be read pro-

ducti~ly only a s suggesting in a general way the kinds of 

r e s ron t1 es that would be repre s entative of the total enrollment 

n f hays an l girls in these grarles at Tule Lake in that first year . 

Tilt:J !:i rn.tll uroup of st udent s who wrol.e the s e brief c ornpositions 

rev e~ l ~ CC:lr e er intere s ts anrl a ttiturle s whicl1 a ppear lo he ver y 

JjLtl e lli fferent frnrn t-. l1o s e one woulrl expect Lo find C1111on11 

s lucl f! r1L s of th c1 t age IJrOup in oth e r American I igli s chools and 

junior hi gh s chool s in th at period. Boys' interest in aviation 

a nrl mechan ic s i s obviously str ong; both boys and girls ar e inler-

est ecl i n c are e rs in popular fields of entertainment. In most in-

stances , the caree r s in wh ich they express interest lie outs i rle 

the knnwl e clqe Ftnrl exper ien c e o f their parent s . Ve ry f req 1Jen tly 

in Japa ne•:;e -Aineric a n f a milies, s trongly c o nt rC:1s t.i.11lJ caree r pe r-

sp ectiv es and wo rk experience created a gulf between tile pa r ent s 

and children. Before and during the War, Nisei often r eported 

that they h a d had great difficulty in sp eaking about ca reer inter-

est8 with thei r parents. F requ ently the occasion f or family dis-

cussion on the youth' s fu ti 1r e career c ame , witho1 Jt much prepur.-=itio n, 

at the point when some immediate de cision had to be made about 

ecliic t.inn, vncation a l trai n i11g , or taking a job. S11ch occa s ions. 

wer e ~1 n1 1 1P.Urne s exceedingly ric1inful to al l membe 1-s of the family 



heca1 1De of the atlention I.h e y rlrew to Lhe extent. nf ' Ll1e diffe re nces 

j n v n l 11 e ~; , p e r ~;i H~ c l i v e s , d 11 ti c Cl re L! C' e x 11 e c t .. ·1 L i u 11 !'i. 'j 1 1 r. Ii e n c n 11 n L e r s 

we ee nf' te n 111 Hrle ma ce di fficul L l>y the uemanrls t he occ as i on 11] ·Jc ecJ 

o ri L I 1 L! l i 111.1 u ~ ; L :i c ~; k i l l s o f l.11 e L w o 'J e 1 it3 r a l i o n ~ . 

A 111 1111 her o f L he es:.; a y ::; i. n LI 1 i s h e i e f s ec l' io n s p e H k v e r y 

gene r a lly ab out at ti t ude s tow ard wo rk and career preparations 

rFJth e 1· than upon specific can'!er 9oal s- - as one wo1JlcJ expect of 

yo u th ~ in th e beginning years of t heir junio r hi g h s chool and 

high s cho ol in struction. 

- 1 o rn e o f t I l e y o_u L h s w h o wr i t e 1 n l h i s s e c t i o n - - a n d o l cJ e r h i u h 

s c ho o l ;,; t u cJ e ri l. s e 1 se w h e r e i n t h i s Lio o k - - s p e a k o f t I 1 e co n d i ti o n s 

that ma y e x i st at the encJ of the Wa r which might well determine 

L.t 1e .i r nc ce ss to the training they need in orde r to attai n Lheir 

e c c u p u t j o n a l ~Jo " .l s • Tl1ey w rit 1~ a lso o f the facLors tlu it may affect 

the:i r acl1Ja l employrnen t once their training h as actually been c om-

p J eted . In e ssay s and c ompositions throu 9 hout the book , students 

fre q11e1 ily exrre ss their convic t ions t hat the att itu des lowarrl 

Japane s e Ame r ic a n s a fte r thR War wi ll be more ne9ative th a n at 

pre ~;en I.. I11 p rt rl, as :, nme poini n1Jt. , this i s h P.cCi u se of the cum1 il a -

ti ve ef fect nf wa r -nu r tu r ed hosti lity and in part because of the 

mounting ca s ualtie s t h a t will s p r e ad bitte r ne ss against Jap a ne s e 

Americans among an inc r e as i ng number of bereaved f am ilies. Others 

h a ve les s to s ay ahout the rne ds u r e of a ce ptanc e th ~ t is likely 

to prevail at the conclu si on o f hostilitie s . Even mo s t of those 

who are mo s t concerneu join wit.Ii the othe r::; in emµh as izing Lhe 

impo r tance of their 9WCl attitudes, their ow preparation for the 

futu r e-, and the puq1oseful d i t ivities in which they can alre a dy 

en9age them s elves. The pred orni nan t o r ientation to wa rd their ca reer s 
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i11 Lhe future--as exp r essed by high school youth s in the various 

sets of writing s in t he hook--is ro ~ iti ve. It is pos itive in 

the sen s e th at while the si tu ati on is truly rlifficult, "it i s 

po s sihle for us to affect ot1 r future ci r cum stance s constructively," 

or "we have to make t he best of it." That represents the prevailing 

mood on the r efe r ences to ca r eers and work in these writings 

a lth o ugh ther e are some exce pt ions it is true. Mo r e th a n t his 

general descriptive sum mary i s hard to provide. The question of 

how rep r e se n tati 11e these cnmposi tions ar e of a -1 1 s chool-ai!Jed 

chi ld ren i s imp o ss ih le to say very cle ar ly; even le ss cle c:ir is 

I.he ex ten l ·I.Io which they rn i CJ ht be con s i de r e d r e pre s ent at iv e o f 

T1 .Jl H l c-1ke Ni s ei in aeneral in that fir s t ye;·1r nf jnternment . 

Uv e 1· a 11tl over· .JCja .1n i . n I.t ie v ar:io 11 s cla ~l S t-:! s , s ltJtlents aC'e 

cu n c t~r ned LhuL "we n r·e beco111in9 lazy" ur "w e are losiniJ 011 r arn-

hition," or "we are becoming depend enl" instead of "improving 

ot1 rse lve s " with fo re tl101JC]ht and determination so that "we ma y 

late r tnke 011r places in normal American society." The r e is little 

dispo s ition evinced he r e to write in self p ity o r with a sen se 

of pe rs on a l or collec t ive defeat. Occasionally o ne writes with 

shar p bitterness. The tone not infrequently s ounds moralistic. 

fhe "wa s te-time-kind" individuals were, in common conversation in 

teen-aged circles at Tule Lake, condemned for their drifting, 

ind o lence, ineffectiveness, or purpo s elessne ss . vJork habits in 

camp a r e indeed impo rta nt, it is widely affi rm ed, in creating 

pattern s of behavior that a re likely to continue far beyond the 

period of internment into adult yea rs . Above a ll, one hears 



repeatedly affirmed, it is important to recognize the possibil-

ities even in the difficult circumstances ii;i which they find them-

selves; the wisest and healthiest way to respond to these circum-

stances is to mobilize one's personal resources, to be seEious 

about one's plans, and to move ahead step by step. This is the 

kind of behavior that is most often extolled in the essays and 

com positions. 

The young people who have written the materials in this book 

seem intent up on acquiring a command of American cultural skills 

a nd p r acti ca l t ools which seem to them to be needed for accomplish-

ing their career uoals. In this intent they were given encourage-

rnent a nd direction by their te C.J chers. 

The evacu a tion s et into mo t ion influences which aided in 

r ele dsin<J the Nii s ei from the strict control of their parenls a nd 

the constraints of Jardnese community pressures. In experiencin9 

these h r o a d chan ges, the Nisei were able to make wider and more 

varied occ11p a ti o ncil choices than would have been possible befo r e 

the ev a cu a tion. The evacuation forced the dispersion of the 

Jap d ne s e population from its pre-war concentrations; althougl1 the 

vast :majority returned to the West Co as t, the old communities were nBJer 

re-created. The Nisei, as they moved into their adulthood in the 

post-relocation-center years, gained a new autonomy and mobility. 

Because of the inter-play of a number of ' important factors, .the 

Nisei were to experience a measure of upward social mobility that 

i s striking in the annals of American minorities. These circu~stances 

are reflected in the findings of a recent study that about half u f 

the Ni s ei po pulation believe s t hat the evacuation in the long run 

was beneficial to their intere s ts. 1 

1Kiefer, _o~P~·~-c~i_t., 6 7. 
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I n 1.he eurl y 1970 s , decades after the es sri.vs a n d compositions in 

tliis vulume we r e wr itten, the Sansei accordinCJ t o s ome observe r s 

had come to view the parental CJeneration stereotypic a lly as heina 

overly-concP. r ned wi th their 11 p war rl s oci a l rnohility c..lllil wi lh the 

s ymbol s of s 11cce ss . In st'q1porting this Sansei stere otype of the 

Nisei oen e r a tio n, Kiefer wri tes that the sinole most salient 

ch ara c t e r i s tic of Nis e i personality i s "their grim determin a tion 

to a chi e ve a comfortable level of we a lth and prestige. 111 If 

it pro v e s to be true t h at Ni s ei can be so ch aracterized anrl th a t 

these stereotypical notions h a ve indeed s ome b as is in fact, 

the rp1e s tion s till remains as to whether they a1e ma r kedly differnnt 

f ram the s a 111e gene rat ion among the Cauc as i a n s a nd others among 

wlirnn l li ey now work and live. ThP. intriljuing q11esliun r 1.m <J in s i:is 

Lo how mii cli i n th e ir v a lue s u nd liehdviot- s Lh e y were influenced by 

the experience of the evacuation and the period of impoundment. 
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Li t'e 

I run fifteen years of age, aml by Lhis time I think I know something 

about life. lv'hcn I wns n little girl, I t hought life gave anything you 

wanted on n silver platter. Now I wu mistaken. lf you wanL anything you 

must work for i L arnl work you must. Life is indeed n mystery as no one 

knows when he is goi ng to die or what. As I must fulfill my life for years 

yet to come, I must m~ce the best of it. 

~ly l'11Lure i s aviation. lf J do noL puss as a cadet in the U.S. 

i\n11y , r• IJ just go us n mechanic. Hy career is to rly o transport of one 

ol' i.ho se heavy bombers i11 the army. In learning to be a mechanic is u 

goou lldng to learn in the future. After retiring from the army or uir-

1 inc co111pa11y, you couJd sl.a rL nn uuLo gurugc J'i.xi.11g; uuL0111obi Ir~::; . 

In flyin g one of Ll11rne new plu1ws is Lot of fun, J Lhink. MosL of 

I.lie peopl e arc 1;oing iuto avjation. In flying a hi gh-powered P-l10, P-38 

are lots ol' l'un to make a dive at ~0,000 feet high. Jn watching t;he urmy 

boy s 11amll i ng Lhe plane, they think nothing; of it. 

(nu le) 

'!'his camp U fc is getting me down, doing nothing. Maybe if l was 

outsi<l.e, 1 may be able to help Uncle Sam in defense work, \vhich I always 

wanted to do. Staying in this camp is tiresome and monotonous. It sure 

wrecks us young Nisei. l used to think a bit a~out U.S.A. before this 

war occurred, but my hope is losing. If I was home I could have gotten 

most of our apples and pears picked. Hight now at home they are having 

a hard. Lime getting workers to pick fruit. Many 1,000 of boxes are 

wasted. 
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Since the evacuation the lives of many thousand have been uprooted. This 

vicissitude has changed the mode of living, and is vividly revcule1l her(! 

in this camp. The family life in 'l'ulelake is quite contrasting from 

what iL is outside. It is simple and yet complex. There are many points 

to consider. 1 shall try to discuss the nwnerous problems that is preva-
lent throughout the camp. 

\fo 're amon~ one race of people which makes us 1 ikely to become more 

Jnpane s y. We speak more Japanese or a combination of the two languages. 
~lany o 1 the Lhi ngs are adopted more or less in a Japanese fashi on. Of 

course , mingling mwng one race of people will eliminate race prejudice, 

but what about the future . Should we get out of the camp, we should be 

so Americanized to minimize the race discrimination. I think after the 

war there will uc u bitter hatred toward the J·apanesc , especially those 

people 1-rho had t.heir husbands or sons killed during the war. 

'l'l1i s camp I ife is leading many oJ Lhe people " to take j L cusy." J\s long 
as one is in camp Lhere isn't too much of a finuncinl worry. When one 

has a job , lil'e in camp is easy ns the government is prov:icling food, cloth-

ing, aml shelter . 'l'he "I don't care" attitude is conunon becuusc one 

Lhink s there is no future. 'l'he stugnanL mind and a long period of depcn-

de11cy will result inLo hardships later on. ls it possible to lake respon-

sibility once ugain after the war without extreme difficulty. 

Arc we developing our -pen;onnUty? In my opinion J Lhink lhc old men und 
'rnmen seems to be gossipjng all the time sprearling and originating rwnors. 

'£be kids are get.ting bold and more loquacious. 'fhe manners aren't improv-

ing. '['he young boys 1 and girls 1 table manners nre absent. I know in few 

nwnber of cases where the mothers are so busy conversing among themselves 

there's no time to tend to Lheir youngsters. Many of lhe boys have 

adopted lhe smoking hnbit early in youth. 


