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n-1 (~ale) 

Chanr es in Fe mily Li fe in Tule Lake P ject 

Livin r- in the vrojec t, we have s een @Teat cha nrres take place in the 

family l'fe and inte r family relations of our people . These chanre were 

brought about by the war and evacuation, of course , but more ~pecif-' c - lly 

there aYe n urn erous conditions existing here which a r e the real c ause"" of 

these chanr s . 

First of all, the proj ect being unde r fo ve :rnm ent control a nd bein rr 

mainta i ned on a l ' mi ted bud ,~e t , has not provided fully for t he keepinc up 

of at l east the p wsical aspect of normal f amily 1 if . f,veyythinp co. in c; 

un er this heading simply cannot be he lped . 

TuminF. to the mental chan nes , the r e is a c'l.efinite feeli nc- of un es t . 

of everythin1I beinr: temporary . People are ha lf prepare t o move on to 

some other pl a c e . Then the e ic:: the proble!ll of •here to r,o from he re , of 

a c tual rel ocation. ~; o s t people are wonde inp how they will be t reatcr1 :i 

the outsi.de later on . 

These and oth r probl ems a e having serious eff c ts upon the famiJ y 

and the co mmUJl · ty as a whole . rany i;>eop l e are junt . arkinr: ti me, i·. ond~r

ing and ho. in ri; fo r the f uture . Ot hers ha ve resi r n od themsel ve to jus i. 

follow i n p: the crowd . Others a re worki n c , thinkLnr- , 1?reparin r for the 

post-war ueriod , When th 0 l onf.T-tCTITl future of the J apan . e /1merica n , . wj Jl 

be d ec Lcled . 

A very linuortant brcat, in the 1 i fe of the J aoane;,e Ameri ca n f :i.m " l y 

i s' just .t akinr pl ac e . He retofore , the Issel have been wo rld nr. ha.rd , brinr-

ing up their childr c:n. tiow tlJat. they ha ve lost their earnLn r; power , they 

are not likel y to be a•J1e to tart a ll over after tho war . Tn s tead . t he 

Nisei wlll tend t o t a . e the l ea'.:lln c role. and when they tlo , the s oci =>l and 

/ 
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cultural ass i Mi 1at 'on wh ' ch will make ou peonl c me~ber3 in ~ood stan~ nr , 

ac e pted A erj.co,ns , a '.1.ecessary p<lrt of Amer ' ca, 1'i11 r.-eal1y b gin. 
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Social 1 i fe in Tule Lake 

A. Types of peopl e i n camp 

1. people f r om the cities 

a : concentrated 

b. scattered 

2 . peoTJle from the country 

2. . concentrate 

catteY.ed 

B. Socia l chanre 

1 . It was great 

a . complete 

b . s udden 

?: . fro n home to a par tmen ts in h..'l.rrac ks 

a. several rooms to one 

b , freedom of t ra.vel to one of ·e~trj ct · ons 

C. Economic Status 

1. Weal th doern • t count 

a . everyone is on a.n equal ba.sef; 

b . s t anda:rTI i.zea wafe 

2. Life · s all the i:;ame 

a . eat same t hLnrs a.t same place 

b . do thint .. s in a cooperative manner 

T' ·' · Problems ere t<:?Cl by life he re 

1. Child 1elfar~ 

a . a ~eauate facilities to occupy the ch Lld 

b. the lo ss of opportunities that are found. on the outsid e 

2 . Cduc at. .lon for just out of hif-h s chool s t wJents 
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a. orr:rnare for ost-war a nd relocat i on 

ri. I:eep mi nd from re ttin rr, dul l 

!!; , Colony Government 

1. Importance of H 

a . whatever develops depend~ on the peo le 

F. reoples thbu~hts 

1. What they think 

a.. What after the war 

Socia l Li f e i n Tule Lake 

I ' 

People of one race make up t he s oc ial life of the colony here at Tule 

Lake. A group of people forc ed here by mili ta i:y l aw and war con l ti on. ; 

fami lie;· from a ll sections of the J'aci fi c Coa t. fro m the ci Hes and f r om 

f aI1nS of the country . These families either 1 i ved in hi f hly cone en lra ted 

J apanese farm sec t ions . c oncentrated sectionr; of t he cities bu t many we r e 

scattered i n l arr;e c i ties and thr oughout lar r.e sections of famin .;-r re r.:i ons . 

Socia l chani:;e for tbese peol_)le was abru t and very complete . They 

gave un the we l l-established r outine home life anr3 jobc- fo an aoa.:t .1e!1 t 

i n a. barrci.ck in which the whole family s t a.ys . The condi tion ... i n th . e 

apartments a :ce at about the s ame l eve l of a be room o many of their for.icr 

homes . Surr ound · n p: the barrack are hundreds of others with familie s li vin r:-

wvier the s ;i,me circumstanc e<>. in one c ertain are . 

Fealth Matter l i_ttle now: many of these peol_)le T'lay be well-to-do , 

very poo or iust averar::;e . b tt it doesn.' t ma, muc h difference no:i ~ cilu r·c 

everyone is on the same economic level. Wage ::;en.le is · a ll stand a iz ed 

and those workinr: f;ho11ld t ake the attitude that whc-. tever they may be rJoin ~-. 
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is for the benefi t of all and hould do hi s or her be . t at it . The well-

to-clo pe rc·on "i s no better tha n the res t in all othec condJtions . They 

have to cat the . ame fo or'I i n a me:::;s hall whi ch s ats a r ound t hree hundred 

a meal. Was h the i r belonr.-lne;s in the s ame laundry and use the so.me 

s howers whj ch the other members of the bl od : u::-" • 

Co any Ji f e has c r.ea t c , rany f;imily p .oblem:-:. . The younG boy 2.nd 

r·i rl bclo1-1 i..ws ] ve run arouncl oult~ ~ . clc w j_ thoL L ad ea 112. t e fu.cil i: t l es t o occupy 

the!'l. · l v s . Tl-iey ha ven ' t t he ol'nortuni t y t 0 rri lx vj t h c hi l r .n of othe:r: 

r ace s wh '.c h fr. impo tan t in 1 f e i.n /\ me ·i ca . Anot her u r cbl 8m is t o _re-

a te classes fo the people out of hi r h s chool a.r:e . s o they m2.y fu _ h"! r 

pr epar e th0Tf1sc1ve~ fo r t he no--t- wa . cond '.t ion s o when t ey a re r e ] c c«>..t ed. . 

One o-f the {'Tea t e s t u r oblens · or the colon ' 1?.t s i s t o set t hi:.'li r o .:n 

t ype of De: oc i-atic ,overrnre n t . This m2 t ter of sel f - r·o·1ernment i s of 1e 

utmos t i mnortance be cause ha tevP. r- s t en t hey tak , i · . ·1· 11 bear fu ll y uu n 

themselvcc:- . 

J n coht>Tence wi t h t hi nk 'n(" of the probl ems of t he ca mp . peonl ') art.> 

thinl'in rr of w i2.t lies a he a.rl . !·fos of the0c neopl c do t he ir dail~r t2.:-k .. 

Hi th a smile and· with chee r ful J oaks o 1~ e .ep un t he moral e of he oth e:: r 

pe ople, bu t. d ep down t hey rea li z e the r1 a r k and hard days have yet. to 

co me . Wh<J.t lies in t.he future anri. what aft e r t hr.:? ;1ar? 
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Family Ljfe i n Tule Lake 

I. /\ d ·u tments whi ch h2.d t o be und r gone 

TT 
..L ••• • FamUy life in Tule .Lake 

A . Tendency to a.rift apa :ct 

Eatin r in mess hall s 

? . .Participatinr.- in the numerous activities 

B. Probl em::; in rear in r: chi l dren 

The cha 1fe from t he o· Unary quiet life wh ' ch colonists of Tule I .ako 

were livin~ to the alto~ether differ e n t phas e of life which they are llv-

in f! today. ha, been tremendous . The e ffect i t i :rnd uc er~ natura lly a.ffected 

t he lives of everf colonist to a q;reat degree . 

The fami l y life of the colonist have been altered t o a sreat e~ten 

One of the c han r.;e s which I have observed under .oin p; today i n th.is can"I1 . 

is the Gradua l drift.inc apa rt of t he family . E2tj n rr i n th mesR halls . 

the members of the furni ly are s cat tereri all ovej~ the mess hall, usually 

eatinr.- on different ta.blcs . Numerous acti vit1. e .... "'Uch as flower mak.' n r:: 

a ncl arr.an,o.:i nr , sewing, anr1. adult F.nglish classes tak<> mother a nd. bi1 sis-

ters out .of the home , Bi r: brother works in construct.L on departme nt . 

Little brother ~oe s to s chool. These factors t end s lowly t o alienate the 

rnemhers to each other . 

The reari.ng of the children i n the f amily 1.s a !)Teat probl e m w 1ich 

must be carefully met by the parents , This camp l ife w'i.th muny differen t 

compan i on s f oi· the c hi d.ren. some bad and s ome .r~o o':i. , tend to ma :e thc-m 

wild and careless . This harmful effect should be cor .ecte by choo s . nc 

the rie;ht kj nd of companions for thel'l . 
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Family Li fe in Tule Lake Pro j ect 

I. Undergo Severe Social Changes 

I I . Good Poi nt s of Fami l y Lif e 

P. 'ommunal Li vi ne-

B. C oo~erati ve Spi r i t 

I IJ . Bad . -oint s 

A, Too Much Outside I nterest s 

B. Family Scattered 

C. Miss the Training of Parents 

Ever since the evacuation the families of Japanese extraction (to-

Eeth~r with other minority groups disfavored by the general public) have 

had to under go sever e s oc i al chanr,es . We have had to abandon our homes 

and have been r el ocated i nt o government camps . 

Thes e changes could not and cannot take place without affecting the 

lives of everyone concerned. In the light of all this, I think we have 

s urvi ved throuch ordea l gui te well. 

Family l i f e i n Tul e Lake has devel oped. ·considerabl y since our 

arriva l i n this pr oj ect. The f amily has had to make unusual changes and 

sacrifices--the housewife no longer needs to go through the tedious task 

of worryinr; over and preparing t he meals, i n some cas es she only has one 

r oom t o clean, l j t t l e or no privacy is afforded to anyone, t he washing and 

bathi ng ha s t o be done in community f as hi on , The better point develops 

the communal life and the cooperative spi r it of the people. 

These and many other factors have th.rown the fami ly clos er together , 

Each person h<.s t o lean u:pon t he other f or moral s upport . Each pro bl em 
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that arises from day to day s hould be di scussed. and ironed out. I n this 

way, the fam i ly becomes a closer unit; thus, forming a better and more 

unders tandable relations hip among themselves . 

Because of the cl ose livinG conditions, those with bad dispos itions 

ha ve had to overcor:ie their fault s and become more courteous and more 

friendl y-. Com:equen tly , they become better persons ( outwardJ.y) and also 

become i.tor e bea r abl e to Ji ve with. 

Cotmte1:1 ·.1.J one] n.-: the good po int .., , there are als o tile ever- present bad 

points . 

Members of a family, although living together in the same quarters, 

have found interests outside the home which take up so much of their time 

that they hardly s ee each other except in the' mornings and at night. The 
I 

fact that most mess halls do not have family t a bl es al so prevents the 

family from sceine-: and associatinr, with each other more often. 

Some familie s don•t even live together any more. The children having 

found friends with thoue:hts and interests simi la+ to their own decide to 

live torrether . This i s especially preval ent in the male sex. The younger 

lloys who have tanded to r:e thcr in thi.s fashion have become boisterous even 

to a point culled "YOwdyism ." 

These boys who live away from their parents will miss the necessary 

discipline and eutd ance that everyone needs-- especially those of high-
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J. Far.1i ly Life in Tule Lake 

IT . 'l'he Dual System of Fam.Uy Life 

A, The Family Itself 

1. The advantac;es and di s advantages 

B, The Whole Block as a Family 

l. 'I'hc ad van tar-e s and disadvantaf,eS 

III . The Educational Facilities 

JV. "!iecreation 

The fu.r.iily life in Tule Lake is divided into two separate parts . We 

may call i.t the dual system of family life . First, it concern., the family 

only . l~acl family i. ~; a s si1•n etl to one or two or thr · e apartments a s is 

reg u·i .cod for the number of persons in the family. Tho family is itself 

only i n the a-partments . That is, the only time that all the members of 

the .family n.re toe-ethe r i s in the e ve ni n c;s . It is then, only that there 

i s o.n atmo :::>phere of' homclife, discussin[". the varlous e vents of the day, 

both loca l l y an l-1 i. thout the col any , that brings the members of the family 

into closer relation with each other. 

Thi. s c r owding of the family i n one large room has many di sad vanta ges, 

i.ll thou n:h it j s true it has its advantages, too. Ea.ch member of the family 

deprives hi r1 1:::. e: lf of the many privacies whi ch he has accus tomed to pri or 

to hi ::; e vacuation . Hot only that but sanitary conditions mu s t be remedied 

also . Jt j s hard on one member to ::; lecp with the lights burninf while the 

other members arc ci ther study lnr: or uorkinr; lnto the ni o-ht. At any rate 

this closer rel ations hip of each member of the family creates a feeling of 

cooperation, and uri ne s each member i nto closer contact with each other. 
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'l' ltc :...; cond pa1t In this dual •. y :.... t c m of fa.11dJy l i f e conce rns the whol e 

block. S ince the whole block partakes in utllizin~ the s ame mess halls, 

Lhc J.a unciry <:incl t he was hr ooms , the block i. t s elf may be con ·-i dered as one 

l arc e fa.mlJy . The aims of thi s larr.e family i s to c reat e a .,cnsc of 

respon ~i bi lity on every pers on, and cooperation for the welfare of the 

block. Sanitary conditions must not be overlooked in the block also. 

A3ain the problems of privacy in the washrooms arise. but this matter is 

but a trifle compared to the many other problems that arise , 

The educa tion program is being expanded with plans for a separate 

s chooJ bui ldinf~ sometimes in the. near future. At present it is beinc; 

we n . hnrnlJ 'CT by the coned e ntiou s wor k of the Caucas l an s t aff Hi th the 

ah1 c a:J :-; ·u~ t<i.ncc of the colonlsts, 

I n a c a 11 p ol' tM s so1: L it i s the morale of the people which i s car-

1:y i w ,. on t he r·:ood 11o r k wi.thout a S<Juabble. The recreational facilities 

a1·c v e:i:.Y li.mi t ll but the department i s maldng a. c:o of it wl th the bes t 

i L ha:; . Cornrc t i U vc :Jports proeTarn for both boys and c.-i r l s I a ve been s et 

up , ~1n l .i:..; r wmLrw a lon:r "moothly. Dances on a f.l atunl ~LY nj ; :ht 1s not a 

rare ,- j •ht with the es tabli s hment of two dance or ches tras . Pro1'.7ams of 

varlous Tinds have been put on also. The formin G of clubs is encourae;ed 

for the j nd 1 v\ dun.l s own benefit . 

AlJ. l n all, the life here i s not s o bad.. 'l'he coloni s t s have accus-

tomed th mse l ve s to the weather, the environment and arc s a.tisfied .with 

i t s conri i tions . 
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Faml]y T.l l'u of '1'11·1u L; tl:< : l l1·ojl :c L 

I . Cood lJ ou ~ ·ht. l.o fami.Jy 

i\ . \[ ·\ vcs arc ,:ettln['." s ocially mlncled 

B. l~oplcs arc r ettin3 sociable 

] T . ~vi. L brouc~h t to family 

A . l•'urthcr .friction bctuccn youn_'.';er ['.ener at i on and older people 

i; . Some bc r·i n to enjoy s omethinr: else than his fami.1 y life 

C . Diffi culties in readjustments 

JTI . Tmprovern nts whi ch can be brour ht about 

.4. r ~ o back to norma l life 

I ·I 

Due t o t h , excitements and the worti.es of the e vacuation, we ha ve 

under r·one a r:id ical chanc~e, both phys ically and mentally . This chan13e 

br oulrh t us ~;omc f .OOll, but also many evils entered our fcun i.ly li.fe . 

Dc" pj te the ra11j d chan~es in our s ociety, evacuees tried des perately 

to r ~1 jur· t Lhcmselve"' to this neH type of s ociety. Hive :::; are ::;pendinG 

I.lie i r 1 c i. :. u1~ t ·i me fo r furt her ed uc a tion and c raft s , which were una ble 

du r ln": Lhc F rn- HaJ · days . 'I'hcy be['j n to associate Hi lh mor e 1)r~ople and 

al ~o Hitli mu.ny k1 n<ls of people; thus they are 1Jcrr1nninr: to learn some 

art. of s oci ety . Thi s , I believe , does not limit only to the wives but. 

aL;o lo the .}'oun r~ people as well a--; o]d. 

\IL all n y M had a serious problem from lon(" before , but thi.~ cu.mp ljfc 

hu.s 1. n.de :i L 111o:ce r:ori ous than e ve r . We , the youn ~:er generations , were 

aJ.Huy::; erluc:u.lod i n Ame:r.lcan \.'1ay s of l i..vinc;. and our parents in most ca., _s 

lt;ivc L11 . l.:r · o-r-j c; lnal cu:..Lom::; , 'l'hl ·~ differunccin c us t oms and oplnlons 

aJ w.:ty ~. c.:t11~ed ~om frictions bctuccn 1 he younr;er {';enerat ions and the old r 

, e 11 c :1:~1L " 01 1 : .;. Thl:..; p r ohJcm was :1J11< 1y:.:; i.n ou r fami:ly life buL ::: incc w 
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e:n t e:r:u Lhis c u.1. p life, :i. t beca.1 e more s erious than e ver. Thi::; mi ~hl 

evc·n tu~lly cau;,e some broken homes or someth:i n r: of this sort. 

Another problem which rises in family life of Tule Lake Pr oject L ; 

t ha.t mo re a.nrl more people are bc r;·i nninf' to enjoy somct!Yi nr; c:J se r ather 

ll1.:in fa.rni l y l:i fe . 'l'hey bec:an to think that a family life is a dry thint_(. 

Sinc e then-: a re mcmy 'Places to vi ::>it , they prefer to go Hhere they can 

enjoy themselves more than their home. Some just come home to sleep; 

therefo ·e, docs not have time to enjoy with his family. These facts will 

le.'.ld to the lack of cooperation in the family . 

Hhcn we 11c:ce still back home , many people were us ed to r.-a:; and col-

or ful l ife. Then s uddenly they were thrOlm into thi s mi s ery , without any 

mean:; of :n·:c rc11.L ion uhich they Uf> e Lo have. 'l'hey wlll ber;in to s eek for 

some ncH c:<c i t ~mcnt and tM s mi. r-;ht conclude to c;ambJJ nc; or s ome ki.nd of 

r.ri.mc . 

\T c n. 1·c now raci.nr ma.ny serious problems in thi.s camp. W c nhould and 

\I v 1.111 : ;t ::o-l vc; l.li .. a! -problem~>. Tn my oplnion i..lc ~ · c prohl cms wllJ he :~olvcd 

only uhcn ne return to our no1111Lll life . 
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Fa-in. ily Life of Tule Lake Project 

... ; 

I. Climate 

A. \l eather of the y ear 

L : ~m ·ner- -~'fin ter 

n . i 1;duc.: a t ional _-:- ac ili ti. es 

Genera l J.i:d uca tion 

1. 8 lement?.r J 

2 . li rrh School 

J. Adult Education 

( a ) Vari ety of courses 

B. Reli ~ious Education 
I 

HT . Family 

A • Daily Life 

1, F'or men, women, children 

2.. Hy work 

B. Food. 

1. J e s t time for us 

2 . T i we t o re t to3ether 

IV. Recreational Facilities 

A. No thea t er and inadequate entertainment 

1. Talent s how 

2, J nt erna tiona l Cafe 

A s f o r me 

A. Gives me the chance to meditate 

1. T no not Ca!"e fo r entert a inment 
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2 . J ' m too indifferent to my o•m affairs 

3. Chani;es in my manner of thinking 

B. The thi n('"s that J intend to carry out 

}'a mi.J y Life in Tul E: L ake ·eroject 

'fhe cl .i ,n.?. t e l s t errible throu r hout the year . don ' t l ike the weather. 

SuIT'J1 er is very hot :::.nC. dusty : the a utunm i s almo.., l J.ike s umme r--winciy , 

cius ty- - ancl it snou s in winter : wi nd is so s tront · and cold raj n . Now it 

is gett i n i: cold.er and worse. 

'fhere are tiro Grade s chools and one high s chool. Both have good 

equipments. _tis rather simpl e ones which attract my attentions deeply, 

which means that I like to study ·in s uch school than well-equipped city 
I 

s chool s . 

He a l s o ha ve so many of adult education classes . These classes are 

instructed by hi ghly qua lified teac hers. They are Enrrlish classe s, t r i go-

nome try, geometry , science, typinB, shorthand, and others for young people. 

And for our parents it is provid ed with their favori t e l esson s in sewin6. 

f lmrer mal·ing , Jmj t Lin [~ , a nd. s o on . . Thi s heJ. ps very much in t rain int; 

thcr.1 in ;.o nt&ny com .,es . 

. He , too, have nice s y s tem of religious education f or both Buddhist 

and Chri stians . There are a nwnber of good preachers who are willing to 

lead us . Childron arc welcomed to attend any Sunday s chool s . Besides 

there are estn.hJ. ished many youn t:, people' s or f an lzat ions s uch as H. B 1>. or 

Y.H.C.A. 

Now for our daily life; it is so simple and peaceful. Old men and 

y-oun~ ones wo rk on fams and made quite a good crops . These people s up-
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=n l ied U "" with so many fresh vegetables . He are thankful to them. Others 

work as painters , carpenters, garages or ki tchens. Old bachelors are con-

gregated around the corners to talk on small matters. 

I have a job of a T<itchen helper that provide me with ei ;i:ht dollars 

a 1~onth . Jt :i.c· <~ ve:ry rare job, fo r I wo rk from njne to one in the even-

in.::; . J ' :i 2·et'in ~· alone fine Hi th it the"E: ciays . J :1Ji1 contented. 

'.: e ec.t i:.o lj_vc . The f ood" a re not bad or c;oocl . Tt• s the only time 

f or u:::: to ...,-e t to~rt.her to enjoy the a inner ;in to cha I:. . \·I e feel t hat He 

who live in the same block are brothers and sis ters. 

He have a little entertainement for there is no theat er and recrea-

tion system . Talent shows and I nternational Caf e are the chief entertain-

ments that we can enjoy. 

~ s fo r me, I think that J •rn destined to be in thi s camp . This makes 

me conten ted Hi th thi s c ircwnstance;, in 'I'ule Lake Pro j ect . I do not care 

f or any entertainment or other recreation . I have seen so many pictures 

befor e I was forced to fence in here. I was too indifferent to my own 

affairs lmtil f ell months a c;o. It 'CTeatly cha.nGed my manner of thinking 

fr.om tj uc to l· i me . 

AnyHay t his is a r .ood challenr e for us to develop om:· soc ial li fe i n 

thi s country . It cave me a plenty of chances to think over and over about 

myself. 

T am not 11orrled about post-war for 1 believe t hnt there is a way · 

fo r ci 11 who has a uiJ 1 to do soril t hinz . I l ike thi s place a s much as my 

hon:e town . 




