
( Ln.l ) 

i-.y jJ Li l·y 

·1 11o k t' 11:1 , t .5 : 30 nnd t u1n cd 011 t he r~di o a nd ltn d a " tlalc" wl Lh 

1)ove r l y . l'c bc~u Liful voice pJ oast:tntly hroke tho :>il oncc of the pitch 

111:' -..: I· 1·oou . · h en I quicl':ly dress ed and stO}):ped out in to a wlii te world 

1 i Lh ·cliu rn oo11 c:tstinr; its :-;oft li "ht upon t he camp . I hur 1·i edly we.sh .d 

l.l j :,1:1J.I ' ' t1r1 m:mt to the 1;1oss ho..11 , and sat liefon.: a ho t , s t eo.1JLing break-

f a :-: t i-1 : "Leh J con s n 1.1cd before you could say " Jack Hohi nson . " He stn.rted 

fo .. · : : ; I 1t) O] 
0

L 1 tile crisp mo1.nin(( but on the w:ty HO roc o l vocl a " lift" on n. 

L·11.1 cJ· . T!J )-, ·o llU C: the re,";uJ cir cla s s r outine aml I T cci.vcd Cl!\ Qssi r;n ment 

Lo 111.·i Le u. d'Li1J:Y i .n r.1y L l terCJ.. Lure class . T came homo " ncl he1 ried in the 

11· . r •. 1 !: i l. c l 1c·11 : .ncJ l. l1cn a l e . i1 ftr~ :c lil:V H TL \ff.S fi.ni: :lted ill Lin..: }·itc h ' 11 r 

· ;1111,~ ho1 11 u :t ltl :; L11d ·i r;d for Lhc to~ts 1·rh"i. lo tllu 1·'1.d l. o ~in.·- 1·0111 1• • 

l! ove111bor 6, 19ll·2 

. · 1·u 1::; awal:cnod froia a Cloo_r> s l1U 11l1or when my ·iJ.arn cl ocl<: noisi ly broJ.:o 

~ Il e d e:c 11 ~~ j l cnr.c of Lhc room and n.::. usual · hnd my " dat " with Be verly. 

i jtu11 !1t •t1 ri 11i cl·J. ... j 1to my s ornr.1-.Jl w.t cold clothe s and 11 c11L to the wash r oom 

Hur :- ·y i.1. · <.1.lioul. L11e -Lc:~t:: we 11cro to h:ivc in l JOth my d 10 . ·Li1:cnrl n.nrl ll . :3 . 

l i ::t o:; -y clu.s :.: . 

I n :~hor.thand we had a test which wa s easie r than I h 2d. expected • 

. ut ]n Hi:_:tory H wn.s a. uifferent sto ry . It 1-1as very dif ficult but I 

f"i.n nlJ y s ta r:··crod t hrourrh t he tcs L. 'l'he re, .. t of the school day I took 

i . t e u.;;~r ~J .cc.u .. e of the hn :;,n:a.rd c onc1 L t .i.on J mis in after the tes t . 

,\f i , c ~:· J ll:. d oa Lcn , I ::;pent the i·est of the 11 j 1:ht cuttin,'.?: out pic-

i.ur e;, of :·1ovi.c :>.c tresr;e s and a c tor s :tnd put t in r them up on t he 1mJ 1 uhi l o 

·li ~; °L ' ni11 l o .l ,L. radi o , 



i . OV\: l.!bl.'. · °? ] Ci /•.' ) ' ,_ 

'.e: c:tw ;c i.od ;iy w1~ ~:aturc, y I G] c t l a t er tl an u . ,uo.1 lm t J di<ln • i, fo r-

1 · 1 ~ L . !~/ "dale. l'T i Lh !3 ·ver] y . A f l j _' l 11' d 0:1 ten a ll <J1· Ly bTc .J.I f'LS t I Ci\Jn' 

!1n i ,' .. 11d C<>J ·cf 11.y c ut ou t mar'-' plc Lur1.;s to l>e put on the 1mll. /rnyLimc 

"0 11 ll: t1>pu 1 t o "d ·o t1" illto 11 y " rc: :ldonc0" you c an ; cc_; cj t llcr J o:m Les] l e 

111·\J t t Uy smi .li n " fro r.1 t he 11:111 o r Hedy Lama .c ,:ivlnr· you the "eye ." 

;_; j_nce 111y h: .. Lc n c uck · '1. l. r irruni n , '. I we n t to t he lnrbci- to have my " o.<1:r~_; 

l0\ !C 1'C'1 . II 

/1 !. Donn l \Ten L Lo our mc;, s ha ll to hc l p :me'!. tlLn came I o mc and 11 s -

i e11 'rl : o T1n·..t.-Lor1 of ;;ur: h oxci Lin(; foo t roll c.;<1:,tc:. a~ ; t ho ,c;e be twee n A. C. L .1 . 

. ·nd C. 1-c\··0 11 1 (': ·lil'o .111i.a ;i11d lJ.::> . C. nncl ~>tanforrl :md \/<J.s Mn c;Lon . I.a t cr l 

i iJd uJ : ·uu in Lh: ~t :;t 1 ·c :n uot t :~ antl e. · . l till{' ;"a:.1e o f J'on Ll n lJ.. 



( I; 1:111:d t;) 
1-:n :··lj .. h J lJ 

·1'0.J:1y 1·1< 1:; I. he d:iy of UH ! F'e .. Uval . J1y r i r lfrl cid:; and 1 11 on L to t he 

: : Ii ·11 l \' ;1 I . 

very crolf(lud ;ind ch 1:"t y , I couldn ' t open my ye;, Hick bccau ~·.e o f t he dus l. 

A f t. eJ: f i 11 ;-i lly ma na r:in r t o squeeze in t he crowd noa.i- tho harr.bu rc;er 

:~ li:mcl He t'l11ally bour ht a harnburr;or so ndHic h . ( It sec1:1cd ) no1·c li ke eat-

lie ~.-L;1y c'd a t tho carniv t:i l until a bout lh JO . He wore s o tlre c'I of 

'" L ~md in · :cnrl 1:alld nr- ( thn t ) we hca ed fo r home . 

]10 V!! .J il )( ' I. ~· , l /j. ;~ 

T cl. .y :i: ; :·atunlay . Exce1t ( for) uliy;, iolo1'Y, J din n • t. ha ve: a ny home-

work . 

.Ill the mOinin~- I c] an a t ile rnom and ,_, tud 1.ccl lr::.:.:; o fl :·; , 'l'l 1i s nfter-

i1ooi1 ''- i i J'l next to my lx:i rrack toln rac s he · d t eac h me Lo ma J<..e arti fi cl.al 

f.lo ~c ·~ . • ::-.o T Hc::n t to her home . ' 'he flower~ she 1t121l c~ 1·re1·c s o ·nretty thnt 

·1 t ho1 i.--l 1t fo1· :;u1·e J ' d ha ve t.ho lK' Li e nce to mu l ~ e ( th •111 , ) Hhcn I liarl a bout 

lv l r 01' i. i1c f lm-ic r don e , J c ot v c1 y tl rccl of rnnldn1'· l t a nd. I was Dbout t o 

q 11i t. 1J1tt. ;,he 1.12cl e me fi.nj_.--h il .• ·1 don ' t. t hjn1( J ' ]l e ver st ar t makin.r; 

flou or;, :i ny mo r e l 



}ly Life in 'l'ulelake 

(li'cmnle) 
November 9, 19h2 

Herc Wf! arc in 'l'ulclake and all of us have to share in the hard-
s ldps of Lids ru[med life. We have to do without many conveniences urn.I 

luxuries of the homes and the schools prior to evacuation. In spite of 

all I.his there nre n few good points, such as (having the) cooking, wnsh-
inp.; nnd llrying dishes, and planning of meals all done for us. 

\vheucver Lhe troublesome whirl winds swirls right into our door amt 

windows at the most WleX}Jecting moments, we bring out our broom and mop 
and the scrubbing begins. We clean the house thoroughly. 

Our project farm is very extensive. Many vegetables arc sent out 
Lo other relocation centers. As wc arc short of lnborers at the funn, 

school was closed for about three weeks. I've never seen as many 
potatoes as I hall in those weeks. The girls razzed me about being a 
"ci.ty hick," but I managed to endure for that period of time, with the 

exceptions of three or four days in which I feigned illness. 
J\t Cirst our school, which occupies an entire block, was an empty, 

noisy, bookless, and ceilingless one. Defore the ceilings were put in 

wc attempted to translate our shorthand between two busy rooms without 
much success. Every day Junior Dusiness, and Problems of Democracy 
floated through the ceilingless top and the doorless door-way. We 
always had a combination recitation of Junior Dusiness, Problems of 
Democracy, an<l Shorthand. 

Last week our chemistry room was being plastered; we could hardly 
hear t he teacher's voice in the turmoil. Nevertheless, we had to stay 
Lhrou~hout the period. Again, in a similar situation in another cluss, 
the teacher was more lenient, for immediately after roll was taken we 
were dismissed. 

During this summer's. extremely hot weather in 'fulelake, we couldn't 
imagine that it would become so cold as it is now. Many of us, includ-
ing the teachers, are wearing slacks, Mackinaw coats, and riding habits 

to school. 
Last month the family and I went up the mountain. The journey 

upward wus bot and tiring; I cannot express the thrill I felt as I 

looked down upon the camp, the lake, and the surrounding fields. Glanc-

ing dO\m from the highest clif.f, the camp and its surroundings seemed to 
me like a large quilt. The cool breeze was very inviting as we rested 



to ca t our lunches. We enjoyed the change f rom the monotony of dust and 
clos enes s of crunp to the expansiveness and freedom up on the mountain. 

The hike homeward was full of tumbling and racing. Dy this time we were 

Lhoroughly exhausted, but immediately afterward we took u cool and 
refreshing shower. 

Although our future, as many of the others elsewhere, doesn't seem 

very bright, we should hold high the lighted candle of faith as millions 
of ot her Americans ore doing today. 

(no name was given) 

It is very hard to maintain quiet in our homes. Each night I try 

to slucly very hard but it is very hard and often l end up by not study-
ing at all. Quiet is one thing everyone should be thankful for. And 
do s ome t hing worth while each time you have a quiet time. 

Each morning 1 go to second period study hull, and I like it very 
much becauRe we get a lot of work done. It is often very quiet except 

for some wh i spers here and there. 

(female) 

One day in spring l happened to be gazing out o.f the window, and 
since all was quiet, my thoughts wandered on how beautiful the outdoor 
scenery was. The blossoms of the prune trees fell as the breeze past 
through.. The sun shone so brightly that all was so cheerful. The 

birds sang so sweetly as if to say "'Tis Spring." How pretty it was! 



/\. Le Lte r 011 Crunp Li f e 

Dear Bill, 

(Nale) 
~:nglish III 
Period IV 

'I'ule Lake h' .n.A. 
Nov. A, 1')'1'.2 

710&-A 

How is everyone? Did I hear that you were going to join the 

Navy? \foll, congratulations! Tell me more about it in your next 

letter. 

ln the meantime, I' 11 tell you something about myself in the 

Project. We just had n two weeks vacation, but it wasn't a real 

vacation in t he sense most people thinlt. 

Due to u shortage of laborers on the project fann, the high 

scltoo l H Luclcn ts were asked to help. 'Pho s t;uclents mu1lc a tremendous 

response and vo 1 untecrcd by the hundred. \fo were di v ·i dcd up in crews 

of LwenLy Lo p;o to the project fann the next morning. 

Ou Lhe rirsL day 1 Jolt like a now man, gcLLing nwuy from I.he 

routine of school. Our job was lo J>ick up potatoes. lL was a buck-

brouldnr, .ioh nL best, but I hnd so much fun togeLhcr with tho rest of 

the crew that. l decided to come every day I possibly could. 

'l'owanl Lhe end of the harvest it grew so cold they had to uba.n-

<lon the idea of sending siu1lents out to the farm . Last Honday school 

. stnrLcd. School is all right, but there is too much routine . lly the 

wn.y they put in double walls, so school is mo1·c or loss hoarnblo now. 

~ometimes this camp life gets me. All one has to do is to get 

up, cat, go to school, and sleep. Occasionally, l get pags of home-

sickness. Home was where one is free to do and as he plcuscs, but 

those days are gone now. 

I'm not bitter against the government as some people might 

think ; I can see their view in putting us in here. Now the thing to 

do is -Lo forget the past nntl think of the future of victory! We're 

doing our part in the "food. for freed om" progrrun. I cun see you arc 

doing more than your share in joining the armed forces. 

Till we meet again 
Uood luck, Pal! 



Dear Diary, 

(Male) 
Period VII 

November 8, 19'•~ 
Cold this morning 
Sunny during the day 

'l'his evening a little before six, the western skies outdid the 

rainbows varie1:!;atcd colors to bid the world a beautiful go odni ght . It's 

furmy, i sn't it, bow little things bring bnck floods of memories. Little 
things such as the bend of the trees against the wind, a Jruniliar twie 

floating in the air, coming seemingly from nowhere, a lilting laughter, 
or a sunset blazing in difusions of blue and red. 

IL was this evening's swiset framed against our picturesque castle 

rock lhat starlcd a train of thoughts towards other sunsets in the long 

ago. 
Dear diary, you've never seen our Puget Sonnd sunset , have you? 

l t 1 s bcuuLiful. If you were to sec it you'd answer its call with abso-
lute surrender uncl movc wiLhout volition strnight Lo iLs GliLlcring hcurt, 

and lhere you 'll find hope, and trust, and ]><!ace. 
It's westward in the evenings for me. \Vest is the symbol of hope 

and trust and peace, because west is the open road, the future . ]fast 

has always been tlte past, the closed road. 
But nevertheless I feel soniewhuL betLer tonight. 1 feel the surge 

of hope and trust aml peace to come, depicted this evening by the lovely 
sunset . Idealistic, dear diary? Sure, but as long as hope flows within 

me, loruo rrm'I is a 1 ovc ly day. 
Good uighl, dear diary. 

Vocabulary 
1. vnriegated--wilike, a change, variety 

2 . diffusion--blending 

3. depicted--portray 
~. volition--oct of willing 



(Hale) 

My Conglomerntion of Adventures in the Co lony ol' TuJc Luke 

0 c to LI c r 31 , 19'1 2 

l woke up uL 8:20 in the morning. Previously, l recei ved a memo 

l'rom I.he band lnwlcr t o r<~porl nL Blk. 11 firehrcuk, where Lhc pnrml.c wns 

p;oing Lo stnrL. /\s we marched w1? made mnny mi stake s .siuce runny ol' us 
did noL atLend the pracLice .lo'ridny ni ght. \Ve marched on t he road toward 

Lhe outdoor Uieoter where we hal tetl and were dismissed. Af ler invcsti-
gati ng Lite various boothe.s, I went home nt ll :30. 

After lunch about 1:'15, two pals, Ko anti Sho, came over. We went 
Lo the carnival where people like sheep were mingled around the boothcs. 
/\bout 11:!1'), we wcnL to Sho's residence where we played pinochle. I crunc 

home n l (): }O and u t 7: 30 I t ook my shower. !\ t 8: 00 I was ready and 
eage r t o go t o t he dance so I went after my date. \fo went to 2020 where 
the "Ga l loping Ghost Dance" was held. At 10:0J we went to 11820 and was 

jusL in Lime for Lhe refreshments and entertairuncnLs. I took my date 
home at 1'.~:00. lier mo t her servctl us noodles. I came home uL 12:1i5. 
NovcmLH?r I 1 1 <)11'.~ 

George ccunc for me, as he promised, at 8 :li 5. \'le went. Lo cJmrcli 
where we enrolled in the Junior class as this wus the fi rst time we went 
to clnss. i\t 10:00 we went to the adult service in English at 2')08. 

In Lhe afternoon Emerick, Eli, und I went to 11ickic 1 s place to 

practice music. \'le cmnc home at 5:30 but everybody had eaten but since 

Eli workctl in the kitchen, he brought out some f ood for us. I went to 
George's at 7:20 but his sister said he had left for the fellowship 

already. AL the Fellowship Lhc officers were installed in a very cere-
monial way. J\s the officers marched dO\m the aisle a hymn was played. 
Upon reaching the alter each offi cer took his oath and lit his candle. 

At 8:15 we went to 2508 to the discussion given by Ur. Gordon Chapman. 
Ile discussed about college education and the other relocation center. 

November 2, 19h2 
Since I have first period free, I reported to school second period. 

When I entered my second period class, I was late so the teacher told me 

to hurry an<l sit down. As I sat down I noticed the students were wifaru-

iliar so I asked the teacher what period it was; she said, "First Period," 



(continued) 

So I leJt the class nn<l was I embarrassed. 'l'hat was how I found out the 
time schedules had changed. 

L\L noon, for the appetite I hu1l, I di<ln 1 t eat very much because 

it was pork and beans. At 1:15 I went to my respective classes. I went 
to work at 5: 50 p.m. ut the warehouse. '!'hey told us we were terminated 

if we didn't work in the tlay. We could <lo so but since the night crew 

was disbnrnling nobody would be working at night at the warehouse. I went 
home at 7:00, finished the work reports for the Merit Iloard, then finished 

my his t ory lesson. I went to bed at 10:15 p.m. 



C !f A P 'I !: 11 V J T 1 
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ln·trorluction Lo Chapter VIII 

c.in J 1en 
Mo r e than one hundred thousand persons of Japane s e ancestry 

were evacuated by the Army and the Wartime Civil Control Admin-

i s tr a tion a nrl, Bfter a temporary confinement in ass embly centers 

while relocati on center facili ties were made reacty, weTe turned 

ov e r to the care of the War Relocation Authority. Physical 

facilities had to be provided and the basic goods and services 

necess ary for community life had to be mad e a v a ilable. The War 

Reloc a tion Authority, in pros a ic langua ge, accepted the oblig a -

Lion to provide "l1ou s .inq, food , clotliin9, educ a tion l and health 

servi ces " fo r. the men, womP.n, and c hildren held under detention. 1 

A l. t.1 1r. ~; rnnP. time , in e411al.ly bare p r o se , t.l1c ~v . R . f\. ohl.i1J te d it.-

:>el to provide "th e enli st e e with a c h a nce Lo work s o that he 

ma y ear ri a livin9 f or himself anrl hi s f;-rn1i ly anrl also contrilH1Le 

L n n t~ 1 J cl 1 ~ d n . 1 I. j n n il l p r n d 1 Jr.: t j n n o f , q r i c u l L 11 r n l c1 n cl i 11 cl 1 1 ~:;l . r i cJ 1 

? 
qllCltl ~ ; . 11 

li Hli e d by milit ar y a nd qovernmenlal re9ulation all emanating, 

1Jlti111 a tely from Washington. 

Th e W.R.A. Hta ff of relocatio n centers, such as the lule Lake 

Relocation Center, faced the task of organi z ing the various instru-

ment a lities necessary for meetin g the basic needs of a population 

of the size of a small city; in the case of Tule Lake that me ant 

l rhe War Reloc a tion Authority, The War Relocation Authority Wo rk 
Co ri 1 s /\ [ i r cu I a r of I n f Cl r 1n .1 ti on for [ n l j !> t e c ::; <Jn d The i r F t rn1 i l j c ~> 
(W sh inqLon, O.C. , 1 9 4 ~ ) 9 . 

"l 

' I Iii ti • 
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,, 

mo r e l.h 21 11 fi t l. ee n Lho 11 so n1l per so n s . fh e 1·e we re no a deq11 a te mod e l s 

for the g ui da r c e of l11e W.~1.A. tD emuL1le; co nce nt r01 tion camp s and 

p1·i s u11 c ;1rnp s jn Lol:a .li lcirian c ountrie s se rve d ris exurn p.l es of s oci a l 

y s t e m_ lo be dvoided for p r;:ic tic a l an d ideo lo uica l reasnns. 

fhe W.H.A. was forced by the s cheduled t ransf e r of pe rs on s to i ts 

care to move quickly and decisively; it was forced to move wi th a 

ha ste a nrl i~provi sa tion ju s tified only by the warti me exigencies 

the g ove r nment found to exist. In a period in which the most 

o f t he materials , equipment, anrl f acil it ie s were s carce, the W.R.A. 

had to com pete, often with the military, fo r high priority items. 

Th e W.R.A. Project rlire ctor Anrl staff had to ac quire rhysical 

ne cess itie s for community l ife , establish a n ad mini s trative nrg a n-

1 .t • JI. i n ri , ~; c I ~~ r: l. 11 1 d n 1 · i ~ 11 t. k e y p e r ~:; n n n r! l " 11 ii p 1 · n v i ti e l h e 111 w j \.11 

~;1 q1p or t.j11 \J s l af f . . 

I I 1 e r e o fl l e n f t.l 1 e r: n rn nr 1 Ill i t y L o L1 e s e 1· v e ti h CJ rl ~> p e c i a 1 s n c j a l 

Ch <if'uc l. erisl i cs a nd µ<.:Jt· l.ic11l dl' neeu s wl1i c li h<id Lo lJe tak e 11 i11l.o 

•. J1 : 1- 111tnl. if ' 1: 01111111inil.y 111·1.1.111i :d ljnn w:1.1 lo IH! ~ ; L cJ l J l t:! .Jilli t ·! l ' ( 1~ 1 ; tjvt~ . 

r 111 ~ J ; 1 p r1 ne t_; e r1 n d .J a r an e ~> e Arn er i ca n s - - 1 s s e i , Ki he i , Ni !:.l e i ;_i nd e v e 11 

a fe w ')a nsei o r third generation children--we re heterogeneou s . 

The r e were widely differ~nt patterns of accommodation and ac-

cultu rat ion among them. They came f r om Japanese cor.; ., t.rnities in 

widely s eparated urban and r u ra l areas of the weste r n states which 

while re l a tively stable we re nonethele ss unrlergoing gradu a l trans-

for matio n. The s hift in the gen Rrational ba l a nce c r eate d demo-

grap hic and social alterations that we r e becoming increasingly 

apparent in su ch communi t ie s . The evacuation up r oo t ed the wh o le 



.Ja r ne s e por 11J ritin n fro m t h e restr i cted areas of th e West Ca c:1st 

and t hc.ir camm1rnities rli sa ppeared. Even unrler the s e condition s 

pP.ople h L" in ~J e ss e11t.ir1l aspe l s uf cull1Jr a l life n nrl µ re feren ces fo1 · 

ins l ilut.ia n a l forms wilh them. But u nde r the e xist ing ci rcu ms tance s 

L h P. r c w a s n o µ o ::; s i h i l.i t y o f re c o n s t i t u t i n g . J a Jl a n e s e • c o m rn 1 rn j t. y l i f e 

in r elo ca tion ce nte rs . 

l h e q o v e r n rn e n t n f L h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a "i e v a c u t:1 t. e d t h e . I a p a 11 e s e· 

<rn d pl ar. erl them unde r de tent ion. The government, represented by 

the W. Fl.A ., h n rl to devise a form of communi ty life that would meet 

the basic needs of the people and would be sufficiently tole ra ble 

l.n Lh e i111pa1mded reorle ta ensure a reasannhle 111e na 11re of corn . .., 

m1111 i ty :~ t .ih i I i I y. r I 11 ! d c l. n r P. v n r: 11 d t. j l l r1 I.he p n p lJ l .J L i n n r: J't! i] t. t! I d 

t. n i rn I ~; 1 .i r I.I 11~ e rn 1~ r ~1 c n c e o f s t 11 h 1. e c nin nlll n i t y l i f' e . 

L i 111 c LI 1 e W • H • A • wets ca 111 m .i L L c d .ti 1 p r i n c i p le Lo ni..J h. e L he co 111m1H1 i Ly 

co 11!111in <.J :~ c -1.o !;e ly .J S .i.L W<t:j llum d 11 e ly po s:;i l1l e Lo L11 e d e 111 ocr<1 tjr: 

l l1u con L r .. HJ i c Li 011:; 1 11~ l.wt~ 11 

l.111.:: :i. 1k d J :; <111 11 l.h e t1ct n f· d r-? Lc1.ini11q i:I wl1ol e 111_inn1·il.y on l.l1 e hu . i:.> 

of rc1cial identity could neve r be t'oriJo l.t e n eilhcr hy the Cr1ucasiun 

s t aff or Lhe coloni s t s . 

Along with Caucasi a ns b r ought into key positions in the a dmin -

i stra tiv~ s t ructure, Japane s e Americans we r e r ec r uited ta wo r k in 

the v ari ou s p ar ts of the admini s t rat ion. Admini s trative and 

clerical pe rso nnel h ad to be f oun d for the housing office; employ-

ment o ffi ce; the nur s ery schools, element ary s chools and high s chool; 

th e internal s ecurity ( p oli ce ) force; fi r e dep;nl111 e nt; h aspi.Lsl; 

cn m1111111i cu l.iun ~ ot'f ic e , ~.;oc i .i l we l fi:.lr offi ce , l'o !:i l. Uffice , tt!c1ecJLin11 

I. h P. r: n ; 1 l r 1' c w ; LI H ~ m e : ; s Ii .i I l I w 1 · ~ ; n n rm 1 ; f n n d .in d r l n t h 1 n q 



, 

w.'lre hou s e a nd s tor ag e f ac ili t i es ; t r n spo rtr:i t io n s e r vice; a nd 

t he Fa 1·111 

rhe oovernment e s t a bli s hed a waae s c a le fo r reloc a tion cente rs ; 

11 n s k i. l l c rl l n ho r P. r s we rr~ p iJ i rl 'llil? A mo 11 L h ; c l Fn j c: fl l an rl .- e 111 i - s k i l l fH I 

pe r snnnel, inclt1ding f a rmers, wer e given $16 ; profession a l and 

s killed per s onnel we r e given $19. 

The clerical and a dminist r ative joh s which we re held by 

pe op l e in the colony we r e h e ld l arge ly ~y Nisei. The Ni s ei gener -

a lly ha d a mo r e p r oficie n t command of Engli s h th a n l ssei and Kibei , 

and they were mo re acqu a inted with Americ a n a dmini s t r ati v e practice ~. 

Ni s ei with u rban backgrounds often h ad easier access t o admin-

i. ~• t1 · L1tiv e pll !.> il.ion!:i which were con s ide cerl to be more d f! 11 1ft r1dinq . 

N i :_; e i 11 re cl n m i n i.l t e d i n c 1 e r j c <J l a n d a d m in i s t r a t i v e po s i t j on s i n 

ll1t~ i: 1 ~1 il . r , il a d111i11.i. :; Lr a liv e li11ildin g a nd ir1 t l1 e w a n:i hou ~.; e, ho:; µit a .1 

s chool s , newspape r office, po s t offjce, r ec r e a tion office , a nd 

I ll I~ : j : i I 1 d l 1 : ; L i "I F r : i n I' w ..l i I. , . P. ~; : i f! :1 c'lr1 cl w" i L f ~ rs . 

011 the f a un !tile I ::1se i were the 1no s t l1igl1ly 

t r ained and expert among the Jap a nese population . 

I n general, then , the· Ni s ei held what would be considered the 

preferred job s . The Issei mo re often were as s igned the he a vier, 

dirtie r , and more poo r ly pa id jobs . Thi s di s tribution of po s i t ion s , 

this divisio n of function, caused resent men t among many Issei 

' a g a inst the Nisei individually or as a group and a gainst the W.R.A. 

It wr1s s orn e Ljmes t a ken by Lhe I s s e i , tl 1en , t o b e t he r e s ult. of 

r a I/ n r i t i s 111 h y t I 1 e w . n . A • n r c lJ r r y i n 0 n f f a v 0 r h y t. h e N i ~3 e i . 



T i1 P. l :;: ;1: i : ;1~1 1 ~; i Livi.Ly l.o ,_, 11h orclin.1tion tn th e C :lilc i~; i.. a n !; . n tl to 

o i he r s ir1 t l 1 e i r own comm u n i t. y w, s a g IJ 1· e v flt e d by the con rl i Li 1 n :. 

0 r L I 11.! e v Fl c I I d t. .i 0 n l.J n d r e J 0 c c:t l i n n • 

Lhe .J apan e s e Ame r i cans we re p rlic1 1lar ly well-t rained and e x p er ie1 1ce1 1 

as wP. rL 111 ci ny of Lhe farme rs einployed on Lh e Projer.t. farm nnd 

doctors on the s taff of the hospital, the em p loyee s often fe] t 

the su horcJ:in a t:ion mo r e keenly because they believed them s elve s 

Lo bP. ino r e qu a lified than the Caur. as i a n personnel who s upe r -

v i :> e rf l he m ( a n d w h o r e c e i v e d a m 1 J c h g r e Fl t e r s a l n r y ) . f ar mc s 

who con s idered them s elves to he the mo s t productive group in the 

c o mrn 1ini ty h e I icv P. d that they should lie IJiven $19 a month rci th1::r 

th a n the 'l!i l (i <]iven for S P. mi- ~> kil l eti oc c L1 pc-ll ion a l c a tego ries . 

rl1 e Sl/ llil ln li c i1npo rt.:111 CP. of till! c J as:..;:i ficdtiun W i'IS SlJh S tanl.icJl 

a mon g a g r oup a l ready se n sitive to it s s uho rdinat i o n. E very 

per s on , even the most highly tra ined a nd widely expe r ien ced 

per :w n in a ny o cc u p a t. i CJ n A J c 21 t e 9 or y wa s under t I 1 e ad mini s tr a l. iv I:! 

~ ; 1 1 L: r v i::; j n n o f Ca u c as i a n s la f f rn em g e r s . 

I n te r ms of e rnployinent , the Project tila s a compan y town. Th e 

W.H.A. was the only employer The t en s ion s cr e at ed b y the a llot-

rnent of work, s upervision of activity, pay sc hedules and other 

i s sue s were r e ad ily focused upon the W.R.A. and especially it s . 

vi s i b le s taf f members . Te n s ion s fluctuated and the motivation 

fo r work v aried as the tide of specific i ss ues ebbed and flowed. 

In a community so compactly s ettled as Tu l e Lake, the communic at ion 

of moo rl s , i ssues , and g r ievan c es was generally accelerated . 

The ad mini s tr a tive prohlem s faced by th e s taff we r e ofte n 



1·es tJl L o r 111 u Li c in11 ~; in Le 11 t, j 11 c rnn11 e Le 11 c e, c.u1il ve1 1.1J i Ly. I u 

:; 11111e o I' LI 11~ [ ..1 uc .J s i .i n •. 111111 i 11 i ! ; Lu 1·!; I.li e h11rrl1~ 11 t> L hey carried ~; e t..: 111utl 

to h e 11111ltiplied by th e clev er 111 a nipuL=1tio n s of a corps of 

" <1 1JiLdnr ~ ; " 111 Lhe c nlony. Th e t e11 s ion s of one CJrn11p LendecJ 

Lo li e ref le c t e d in Llie ten s ion s of oth e r 9 r oups. There wa s , of 

co11r s e , 1inevennes s in tl1e upper level s of t.hc Cai 1c a s ian a dmini !·>t n i -

tive staff; there was, as well, unevenness in the wo r k effectivene s s 

o f c o .l o 11 j ~ ; L w o r k e r s . Will1 3 .l th e stl'ain s o nd even occ01sion a l 

1J p en co 1 fli r t :..1 l1 e lw ee n e J e 111 e 11L :.; o f t l 1 r~ c nlony d 11d ~;e ctj(Jlt !> or· Ll1 e 

1 Hlmi11i ~ . Lr· c1t.iv LJ s L1· 11 c lu r e d 1 · e c1 ~1 onu l 1ly effec tiv e cc1111munil.y Ot' lj d ll .i 1 d ·l 1 

e rn r• rq ed . lh eu~ W dS [I wi rle fll 8 <-J S ll t'8 of L.r u s L c:rnJ [' e s pecL ro r· I.h e 

P r oj e c t UirecLo r , Elme r S hi1 r ell who h a d µp li e d f o r the d i rec t or-

~ I 1 i fl o r· I 11 11 : L , ii e Li f ! c cJ t 1 s e o f I 1 i :..; i 11 t. e 11 s e c u 11 c e r n !' o r LI 1 e we 1 I , 1 1 c 

nf Lh.i :; 111i.rn 11 ·.i l. y p1 1p tiluti o n t!llde r t he co nd:i L.ion s P.x i s ting. lie 

w CJ s d , ; t r o n ri ;'1 n rl a h l e a d m i n i s t r u t o r a n d w h P. n h e l e f t T u l e L a k e t. o 

a id the W.R. A. in r esettling evacuee s i11 oLher p or ts of the count.r y 

his record of performance could not be approximated by hi s succe s soJ 

The Nisei in general were more extensively involved in the 

Projec t ' s a rlmi n i st r a tion at i nte rmed ia te and r e 13,pon si h le levels 

than were the Is s ei . The s oci a l distance hetw~en Ni s ei and Ca uc as -

i ri n s t a f f me m b e r s w a s rii m i n i s h e d by l h e .l i n c::i u i s t i c a n rl a cl m i n :i s:t r a -

tive s kill s most Issei lacked. · The r e was mu ch less contra s t in 

I. I 1 e i r h u c k q r o 1111 d a n d e x p e r i r ~ n c e . 



fl11:! !; r· l11111] cJl) e il - N:i r; P. j w1 ! r1 ! dW rll"f! n f l111 c1npln y me nl. e xpt:! 1· i. P. 1H:e 

ur l1 1e i r Ni !3e i nn d Kibei s ibling s a nd thei r I ss.ei p a rent s . They 

we 1e .iw.-11·c 111' ll11:: 1 ~ 1111iJoy111 P. 11I: s lru c t.111 ·e nf' I.li e C0111111unily \Jnd I.II{! 

v a ri a ble r e !> po n :·e or "'ignific a nt elemen t s in t h e colony poptil a lion 

t.o tl1 1..: i.r jail "' a 11il to Ll1e wo1k s y s tem a nd a dmini s Lr a liv e p r o c e s s e s 

e s t a bli s hed by the W.R.A. The school a ged-Ni s ei, however, we r e 

l es ,;. di1·e c t.l y involved th a n were tho ~>e jn full-t..ime employ11ent, 

a lthough s om P. of the we r e en ga ged in occa s ional or part time 

e rnp loy111 e n \.. 

The school milieu contrasted less from the familiar scl100J. 

Fu r L he ! ; I 11l u L 

yll11t 11! ; l.111! . t .1 :; h. :; w1~ 1 · 1= : i:n11vc11Lill11.il 11111: :;, 1111.1 1~ 1t11cal.1 011.il p11q111 !; u :. 

wen: l.J E! 11 er <Jl.[ y d ltl ou ~Jh not 11 e ces sC:J rily unifo r mly <J c cepl e d, cind 

ieL.1t.jon ~-; hip\:; wilh Le a che n ;; were cho r acleri .-, Lically wa r m and 

re !_;pec t I id. 

w I 1 t! 11 LI .. ol r: I 1 e 1 · : i iJ : i k e ti L I 1 ·~ I 1 i qt 1 !-j c I 1 0 0 I . i I JI I j () , . : ; ell l ti ~j e 11 I CJ J ' ! j L II 

write .:ili o ut " [ om1111in i t.y I i fe a nu In s tit11ti n n s ." they r e s p onded 1. n 

t e rm s of thei r own perspectives a nd intere s t s . They we r e not 

r epre s entative of the community as a whole. There was, indeed, 

no r e pre s en t ative group; the r e were moreover, not only general 

diffe r ences among generational and sexual c a tegrrr ies but within 

eAch of these there were st r on g cont rast s in t h e pe rs pectives with 

which the occupational structure and the administ r ation of the 

P r oject we r e regarded. Among the students wr iting the brief essay s 

o ne find s reflected quite rl i fferent interests and perspective s 

of the v ar iou s community in s titutions a bout which they write. 



mo v c d f r- o 111 d i r e c t in vol v e 111 P. n t i n LI 1 e i ~3 ~3 u e s re 1 at i n g to em p 1 o y m FJ n t 

.ir1d c1 d111in:i ".lrr1Liv e ~rllJicie ::.; Lo permit them to gcjLJlj e more appropri-

a lely Lhe 111 .::i qnil.1 1de of LhP. W. H. A . La sk of ensurirHJ the.it t.rw b us ic 

r eq11iremenls of community life we r e provided . The high school 

youth th r ough their relationships with Caucasidn teachers and 

school adminislrators were ab.le to fathom and test the depth o f 

commitment of Project personnel to community interests in a way 

that certain al.lier elements among the colonists were not. 


