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Outline
T Fanily Life on the Tule Lake Project
A, Deily routine
1. Of father
2. Of mother
3. Of big sister
4, Of brother
5 0Of little brother
3, Gocial life
1. Of sister
2. 0Of brother
3. Of father
li,  Of mother
C. Problems
1. Of mother
2, Of father
3. Of sister

L. Of brother

Family Life on thé Tule Lake Project
Ihe family life on the Tule Lake Project is quite simple, Each morn-
ing after breakfast father leaves for work, mother prepares to do the
vashing or house cleaning, bip sister starts for her job at the hospital,
brother is off for school and the 1ittle brother is ready for another day
of play. As the morning passes everyone comes home for lunch, excepnt for

big sister who eats at the hospital mess. As soon as lunch is over every-
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6ne is off azain to his own work or play. Around five o'clock in the
evening, one by one the members of the family again return home and clean
up, ready to go to supper. After supper mother may go to a night class
of some sort, father probably sits down and reads the paper, sister goes
visiting, the brother starts his homewori:, and 1ittle brother tired from
a day of play Jumps into bed, This is the ordinary day for the average
family at the Tule Lake Project,

Then too there is the social part of the family life. Some nights
sister goes to a party and brother goes to a school dance, Other times
father invites some friends over to play bridge and mother goes to a arti-
ficial flower-making class. All these things take very good care of the
socia% life of the family.

Of course, in the routine family life there are problems, IMother has
a hard time washing the clothes in the very hard water, father wonders how
he's poing to get lumber for the porch that ought to be built before win-
ter, sister worries about the entrance application that she sent in for a
" certain university, and brother is stumped over a physics problem and a
paper that he has to hand in for another class dealing with problems of
democracy.

With a few problems, some home life and a little social life, the

average family on the Tule Lake Project gets along very nicely.
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Outline of Family Life in Tulelake
I, Good points
&, Cooperative spirit
R. Common ideas
C. Harmony
TI. Bad points
A, Senitation
R. Climate
(. Fire hazards
D. Juvenile conducL
5. Tiducation
IIT. Improvements
A. Sanitation
B. Recreation
C. Iiducation
D. ILabox

IV. Tuleans effort for welfare of colony

Camp life or rather collective living affects any individual or Froup,
in a rood way or vice-versa, Every individual rains or learns more or less
through this routine-like life.

For instance, everybody utilizes the same mess hall, laundry, ironing
room so cooperation and responsibility among the colonists results, These
conditions finally forre into the fact that most of the colonists have

ideas in common and thus result in good understandings and cooperation of

each and all, and pcace and harmony among then,
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Collective life in camp or not has some defective points, Sanitary
conditions are not to be scorned especially in a community like this where
cleanliness mugt be followed to the word, Though no bad epidemic of
disease is possible the sanitation of the community can be improved yet.
For wezk and are persons the 1life here is of much strain on their life
span. Smokes hans over the community like a cloud and the dust and intense
cold; the fire hazards always ready to threaten the whole canp.

The educational facilities of the community through Llhe great effort
of the pgovernment, not to mention the great deeds and sacrifices by the
teachers, is surprisingly efficient. Under this abnormal condition and
atmosphere some teachers and pupils feel uneasy and restless, resulting in
conduct of the latter, Out of school, Jjuvenile with inadequate recrea-
tiona; facilities gather and there results another additional problem for
the colony.

Furthermore, this life is taking most effect on the attitude and men-
tal condition of the colonists. The tendency to rely upon the government
and others increases daily,.

These conditions prevailing throughout the camp can be improved and
remedied in many ways. Indoor stages and gymnasium can be built and a
better library system can be possible,

The employment situation is another matter to be considered. Boys
under sixteen years are working and unskilled persons are holding offices,
whereas the experienced are left with odd jobs, These conditions can be
remedied with a few efforts by the placement offices and can be of much
to the welfare and the good of the community,

All in all, Tuleans are satisfied with the life and security they find
here and should endeavor to do thelr btest and ﬁtmost for the welfare and

food of the community,
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FAMILY LiFi IN TULRLAKE PROJECT

I. Family life in Tulelake
A, Has ups and downs
B, Diffeient trouble from outside
I1.- Bad side of colony life
A, Separation of members of family
1. TIn living
2, At mealtime
3. From the father
B, Family quarrels; in-law trouble
F. Education threatened
1, .Studying lessons and attendinz school
2, Boys from Hawaiil
D, WVrong concept of life by children
IITI., Advantages of being here
A, Opportunities
1, To learn and to do
2, liore time
B. Improvement of health
C, Making new friends
1V, Thankfulness for Tulelake'Project
A, Away from disrupted world

B, Bear with the bad



1-2

FAMILY LIFE IN TULELAKE PRCJECT

Family 1ife in Tulelake Project has its ups and down Jjust as family
life has elsewhere., DTut its troubles are quite different from the ones
outside, In the followins parasravhs, I shall look at the problems from
the soclolomical point of view,

The bad side of the colony life is presented in many and unusual cir-
cunstances, liembers of a family who ordinarily would live topether are
sometimes living separately because of desire or for necessity, The
ma jority of the youns folks live apart from their parents because they
want more freedom, privacy, or they just want to et away from the noisy
and crowded room. There is another way a family may be separated. 1In
numberous blocks the mess halls do not have any scating arrancement, just

seatin~ the people as they come in, There are some parents who insist

1]

upon the children eating with them but some do not. This brings up a
serious nroblem, The children'may not be eating the right thing as they
would under the parent's guiding eyes. There are a few blocks that have
a rerular seatings arrangement with one family at one table. This arrange-
ment should he followed hy all the other blocks for the sake of the chil-
dren, llany families are sufferins because the father is interned at
another camp, It is distressing to see these youn~ mothers enduring undo
hardships of bringing un young ones alome. Kind and understanding folks
help them. but the firm puidance and comnanionshln of a father is needed,

.
H

I'o help these unfortunate families, the father should be either permitted
to join them here or the families be sent up to hinm,
Family quarrels and troubles are no doubt numerous in the crowded

quarters in which we live. As in normal times the in-law trouble exists
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here also, ‘!ere is a case in which a lady, whose husband is intemmed, is
living with two widows. She will not live with her daughter and son-in-
law because she absolutely does not get along with the lattier, ©She nade
a2 wise choice, yet she is not happy where she is. A rather egotistical
person; she ig always complaining about beins arduscd from her sleep when
her roommates ro to work in the morming, Tf the joining of her and her
husband is impossible, the best solution to the problem would be to permit
her to have a room for herself,

Iiducation is being threatened in this very camp. Zome of the students
are unable to study sufficiently because of the disturbance which.aro
likely to come up from a overflowing room, There are others who do not
even.try to study, or worse still. some who do not attend school, This
lack of interest and ambition may be partly due to the parents. Tt is the
duty of the parents to see that their children attend school, Tunerous
boys from Hawaii, prior to evacuation, were attending Sacramento Junior
Collere. OSome were fortunate enouch to be able to leave for the Last before
evacuation, The others are in this camp, apart from their families under
these uncertain conditions, and losing much of their nrecious time which
they were going to spend in attaining their education., This perplexine
question, however, will be solved in due time, for most of them are finan-
cially able to continue their education elsewhere.

A somewhat different aspect comes into my mind. Possibly we will be
in here cuite a long time, then suddenly out of here to lead arain a nommal
life, It is likely that some of the children will have the wron; concept
of 1life, As we are being accustomed to having thinss handed to us, they

‘might think the same thing is true outside, Trouble may arise vhen they
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Jjust wait for their food without working for it. lere arain the parents
must teach for the future.

There are advantares to balance the inadvanter~es in this colony, also.
Until now, the farmer's wife never had the opportunity to learn anything,
She probably worked in the field all day, cooked for the family, and per-
formed various other duties that left no time for leammingz, This is true
of others also, liow everyone has egual opnportunity learnins something
which she mizht have wanted to for years, absolutely free of charce. lever
will such a favorable occasion appear again. len and boys are spehdinﬁ
hours and days on beautiful hand work, which would never have been done
if we were not in here, Everyone is enjoying and making use of the time
and. the ovportunities offered here,

I know of some person both young and old, whose health has improved
tremendously after coming here, They are very thankful for this, A nun-
ber of families would have been unable to feed or clothe themselves if
they were outside now.

We will never cease making new friends here. They may become valu-
able life-lons friends. One may even meet his or her life mate while
here,

Tith its good side we can be very thanlful to be here, away from all
the turmoil. disruptions, and war hysteria of the world which is likely
existine out of Tulelake Project, With its bad we must bear, for there
is novhere on carth where trouble does not exist, in family life or in

other respects,
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Family I.ife in Tule Iake Project
I. Society
IT. Attitude
A. Parents and children
B. Tnfluences
ITT, Disadvantares
A, Tiving Conditions
B. Family relationship
IV. Advantages
A. Adult education
B, Fmployment

V. VFersonal opinien

Society never remains the same for it is constantly changings., In
days of peace there is the unnoticeable gradual change in socliety, while
in.war—torn days as today the changins is more obvious and rapid. Ve,
Americans of Japanese ancestry living here in Tule Lake, face somewhat a
more distinct social chanre different from the communities in the outside
world,

At present there are colonists who still possess the feeling of bit-
terness towards the sovernment for the relocation movewent as they did at
the time of evacuation. Fven some second generations feel the injustice
of tﬁo citizens being under the same classification as the a2licns. lMany
of the older people, first generations, who are stubborn and irritable,
have the desire of stirring up disturbance and disoxder within the project,
Community disorders influence the family a rreat dezl. Differences in

opinions between the parents and the older children result in clashes
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within the family. These disorders may be blamed Lo a certain extent to
the fact that many older individuals here are incanable of taking up com-
munity leadership. Most of the clear thinking personalities of intelli-
gence are elsewhere in the alien internment camps,

There are many oroblems exlisting in Tule Lake which fall on the nega-
tive side. The concentration of such a great number and a variety of
reople in such a limited space takes away the enjoyment of home life, Ve
do not have the same privacy as we once did at our respective homes. The
housing standard of four, five, and in some cases even six persons tc an
apartment is very uncomfortable. Housekeepers have a harder task in doing
their daily labor by hand, when while back home they relied mostly upon the
a2id of machines. We cannot enjoy meal times as a time for family gathering,.
In this society the family is not as closely. bounded as it used tc be,

As it is in everything, there is some good found as well as had, The
adult population is very fortunate indeed in beings able to take advantapes
of the offers of the various educational facilities, People with enthusi-
asm and initlative acquire cultural education as well as education in funéa-
mental knowledge. The second generations do not face the discrimination
and the prejudices which they often faced in securing jobs. Being able to
serve in the fields wherein their interest lies is one of the most fortunate
ovportunities of the niseis,

The attitudes of tﬁe members of the family determine whether» a family
will live happily in Tule l.ake or not. If the colonists are able to live
courageously looking at the brighter =ides of life, czurely the future would

bring happiness.
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Family Life in Tule lLake

Comolete alteration of family life

A,

B

Problens to face

Creat difference with 1ife back home

Group differences

A.

B.

Grouns from 3 coastal states

h 3

Namely California, Cregron, and Washington

Acauiring of habits of each other

(0

Both the pood and the had

Creat adjustments

A,

B.

C.

Home

1.

Barracks compared to well-furnished ones back hore

less system

Ls

2,

Differences in preparation

Dining with other families

Occupation

1.

Enraging in occupation one likes

Split-up in families

Al

lembers away from family more

Ls

-
Lo

Due to very close neighbors

Due to more night workers

Good adjustment

A,

B.

Weariness to difficulties and troubles

Good adjusting to changes

1,

Time has helned
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Family Iife in Tule Lake

After being evacuated from their houses which were very dear to then,
all of the Japanese family of this Tule Lake Relocation Center have com-
pletely altered their manner of family life. DPerhaps many of them feel
a great resentment toward those who evacuated them, but they must face the
problems and make the best out of it.

The typical family in this camp may come from Califormia, a neighhor
in the next block may be an Oresonian, and he may have some friends living
across the‘firebreak who came from Washineston, 1In any matter, the mixture
of Japanese from all three of the westem coastal states has certainly
affected the people. Of course, these grouvs would have habits and cus-
toms, and naturally they would acguire the habits of each other; btoth the
good ones and the bad ones,
| One of the first adjustments which the family had to make was that
of the living guarters., I'm sure that there was hardly anyone who has
lived in this type of harrack hefore, The next thing to which they had
to adjust themselves was the mess system. At home the mothers ¢id nost
of the cookine and the family ate their meals happily together. 3But here
the meals are all prepared at the mess halls and the family simply goes
and enjoys their meals with friends, neighbors, and often with strangers,

Another way in which the evacuee family had to change was in its
occupation, Before maybe the family lived in the city and ran a hotel or
a. grocery store, or maybe tﬁey ran a farm out in the country. Now, how-
ever, the family are enraged in some altogether different occupation from
what they had been doiner,

For the most part the family which have been closely knit are now

quite split up., That is, the family members ro out more than they used



to. Fterhaps
to visit new

By now,
"difficulties

a while that

they ro out to work on graveyard shifts, or they may ro out
friends which they have met here,

however, T am sure that the people all are aware of the

and troubles which face them. Also, since it has been auite

they've faced this camp life, the evacuee family are prettiy

well adjusted to all of the changes.
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Community Life in Tule Lake
I. Advantazes
A. Realization of imvortance of American citizenship
1. Fight for citizenship
2. Crouns like JACL have better cooveration
8. TIndividualism
1. None

2. Cooverate to help U.5, war effort

Q

Living costs
1. Yo rents
2. No household bills (gas, water, etc.)
3. No immense food bills
D, Education
1, Adult education
2. Cpportunities to learn arts free
3. Be president of student btody
IT. Disadvantaces
A. Tducation
1. Ilack of essential equipment
2. Inadeauate supply of good library boolks
5 Attitudes
1., "What's the use of studyinec-working7?"
2. Loss of responsihility
3. Won't work hard for 316 a month

C. Torret 2all about cooking: become slow-witted
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Community Life in Tule lake

Realization for the importance of keeping our United States citizen-
ship and fightinge to maintain it is one of tﬁe advantages brought by the
relocation, We, like many other Americans just took for granted our free-
dom of speech, freedom of press, and our freedom of religion. Not until
evacuation did we realize how fortunate we were to be in this Land of
Liberty. We are giving cooperation to the JACL (Javanese American Citizens
League) in aidins to defend aur constitutional rishts, -

There is no individualism here.‘ We realize that nothingz is more
important than to help our community and our nation, "All for one and one
for all."

To the families who have ten to seventeen children, T thinl, the food
bills which aren't there are a relief. Pity the mothers who would have
had to feed twelve hungry teen-age older children! No rents, no electric-
ity bills, water bills. No worries except "what are we going to do after
this turmoil is over?"

The adult education is good, It keeps all the mothers and older
people who aren't working, "out of mischief." T mean hy that, that their
minds are not idle and they are learning many art= which maybe outside
they would have had to pay a rreat deal to learn,

There is a definite lack of equipment in the schools, such as in
laboratory eauipment, but that can't be helped. The other camps have
even less, T hear, so we're not so unfortunate., T'd really like a better
supnly of books at the library. They really don't have many.

This camp life has lowered the morale of the veople. Tt has mine,

anyway, but I'm tryin~ to do the best T can. 7T don't have the "what's
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the use of working?" attitude. What I don't like is being enclosed with
all Japanese. 5o many of the Tssels are gossips because they have nothing
else to do. Short-tempered peovle are getting more, too. T hate this
camp because it is so dull. Whatever brains I had, T've lost, T think,

Then we get out of camp, many people will find it hard to work. MNany
of them are working in the messes, so they'll forset a lot of essential
points jn working $16 is not enourh to buy clothes and necessities with.

"any of the girls have forgcotten how to cook. T1've forsotten how to
make coffee! T'd like to cook so as not to forget everythins. I want my

future husband (if I have one) to praise my cooking, not to grumble,



