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Introduction to Chapter XII 

/\ !:? in a l 1 high s chool cla s s was asked to write on the subject 

nf "At titudes Toward Society and Schoo l." This assignment was 

CJ e n 1 ~ r a l l y i n t e r pre t e d h y the s tu dent s a s re CJ u i ri n g t I 1 em I o di s -

cu ss other people ' s attitudes , other s tudents ' a nd parents'. 

Their own attitudes a r e re v P. aled largely as set in cnntrast to the 

other s ' attitudes. 

In this small group of short essays, one finds many of the 

same themes and observations relating to to schools and education 

at Tu le ak e that appear more abundantly in b.rief references 

s c a ttered throughout the collection of essays and compositions 

on oth e r s 11b .iects. 

[11rn1n11nd.y divisions a mon g groups and the spirit of di v isi ve-
11 ~~ .. s a re re fl e c t e d in the schools and educ at ion al proce s ses . 

l"l1e e v acuation has c r eated an atmosphere in which educational 
problems ari s e anrl become critical. 

!J1 Jt the effects. of the environment can be constructively 
co1rn te red. 

P r.nenls a nd s tudents bear the main responsibility for lhe 
atmosrh e re in which the s chool now functions. 

The quality of the teachers i s high although some are mo r e 
liked and esteemed than others. 

The s tandards of education are high and the level of instruct-
ion compare s with schools they remember at home. 

I f the schools are not appropri:itely v alued in lhe community, 
it i s an unfortun a te circumstance for which the people in 
the community are largely r e sronsib le. 

~a ny st11rlents , they lament, are with out s eri o us education a l 
purposes; some attend because a t tendanc e is compulsory; 
other cio not atten rl at 11 hecati s e they can e s c .:1pe notice 
in L1 1 :i s communit y. 

fli e r.e dL'e 111 i:rny problems which impeJe learning: no plc1ctJ to 
s t1Jcly cJL home, 110 lihrnry, l:i.111:iterl facililiU!:i i11 thP. ::;1: 1111111 
.itlll l1 nme fo r their worh.. 



Parents are r esponsible for directing and motivating their 
children--never more so than in such a community as a 
relocation center. 

Pa r ent s also bear the responsibility for teaching their 
cl 1ildren to h ave respect for teachers and for the legula-
tions governing the administration of the schools . 

Normally, one writer notes in an earlie r chapter, high school 
~ )\, J • 

students "would be having the best time of their lives." Here, 

however, there is a restlessness, a feeling "that they are mi ssing 
2 every thing ." They r egret that some have allowed themselves to 

suffer a "collapse of ambition" or fail to use th e alternatives they 

have available to study at Tule Lake or make an attempt to continue 

th eir education elsewhere. The writers are gen erally much more 

positive in the attitudes they profess to h a ve th a n the "other s " 

whom they describe. The way in which the assi~nment was formulated 

encoucaqeu the r e sp on s e . But there were attiturle s among s tudents 

and people in the community which they ob served and decried . One 

writer noted among the negative attitudes toward th e s chool wa s the 

view, 1in j u s t \/iew, that the teachers hired at Tule Lake could not 

get jobs el s ewhere. Thcee decades later an b1 yea r -old American 

educ ated I ssei commented c ritical ly uron the education system of 

his relocation center (as he remember ed it) echoing such c riticisms : 

l 

We had much better treatment than we expected in 
camp. We didn't know what was going to happen. 
Especially the education was ve r y, ve ry poor. Finally, 
we found out that the government doesn't wa nt a very 
good education syst em there because then tile people _ 3 wouldn't want to fly away from the carnp [i.e., re settle]. 

See ch apters above. 
2se e e ssay f ~ in chapter VI. 
J Ki ef e 1- , n p . cit . , 6 1 • 
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The in congru i t y of teaching democratic political values 

an rl le arninlJ ah out democr ati c in st itutions in hi gh s chool cla ss es 

to Ni sei ci tiz ens--interned for r e as on s of racial identity--w as 

not lo st to th e youth , their parents , teachers, or administrators. 

Mr· . E le a no r Shir:rell, teac he r a nd wife of the first Project. d i rect or, 

ask e d her husba nd rhetorically the bitter quest ion many other 

teachers we r e ask ing, "What do I tell them when they ask me why 

I am here? 111 

One of the block managers wrote a weekly r eport in which he sta te s 

poig nantly his conce r n ab out the broad interest of his children 

or all school chi l dren at Tule Lake ( ra the r than rep o rt ing on 

the rroblem s and acti vities of his office). Here criticism is 

n o l a i me cl ii i rt~ c t l y a IJ a i n s t t h e s c h o o l a s s 11 c h Ii ll t a l th e e n v i r t111 -

ment in whi ch e ducati on h ad to take place in a relocation center . 

This was written as s chool s op ened in autumn. 

SeptP.mber 19 , 1q4? 

TO: Dri n t lberson 
F no M : IJ I ll 1 • k M i:tn <HJ e r: 5 1 
SUBJ ECT: WP.ek ly Activities Repor t 

For the psst t wo weeks I have not mad e a ny wee kly activities 

r eport--ju st two blank pape rs . There are ma ny, ma ny th ings which 

prom p ted me t o tak e such an action, not fo r malice o r f or sarcasm, 
' 

If you we r e to mi s interpret my a ction as no th in g but sarcasm for 

th e purp o s e of making fun of the admini s t ratio n a n d the ~aff, I 

am ve r y, v ery pai nfully hurt; indeeu, I arn . 

1Conver sat inn s with f l mer t 1i r 1·c ll. 
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There are ti~es in life when a person is in a tranc e. Some of 

you who may take this sheet and iead such a statement might be led 

to believe such nonsense. He must be a little " tetched in the haid. 11 

Sure, you a re at liberty to draw your own conclusions. Why not? 

Freed o m of thought , freedom of sreech , etc . 

you c an t h ink up more . 

More power to you if 

School h a s started . ~iJhat a school Yes, I can arpreciate the 

efforts ma de by the WRA, but--I oftentimes wonde r . Do you know the 

r eal e~i s ting conditions? How, I wonder, how are we going to make 

real Americans out of these innocent young children. Teaching them 

the principles of Democracy, "I pledge allegiance to the flag. 

One n a tion, indivisible , with liherty and justice to all," while 

----they a re penned up . Barbed wire fences, guard towe r s all 

around playing their search lights on us at night, guards with 

tommy guns, pistols, and other cuntraptions and weapons standing 

over us. I open my arms and cry out in despair--God! Oh, what is 

this? We who were born here, reared here, educated here, we are 

bewildered. Can you give me an answer. It c an't hurl me much more 

than wh a t it ha s . It's s imilar to the case of a s mall child 

who love s a nd in return is loved by his mother. The child is given 

a dose of good whipping and is placed in a closet. For what ? He 

does not know; all he hears is th a t he is baJ . Bad, why ? Wh a t 

did he do? 

My dear sir, my vocabulary is so limited that I cannot reveal 

more fully my feelinris and t houghts. I am only s orry. Another 

thing too wl 1ich hu r l s 111e a nd it hurt ~:; mA like !Hllnet.hing awful, 

and I s i n c e r e 1 y be 1 i e v e i t i s t he s a m e w i t h o l he 1· p a I' e n t s , i s 

thE:1t my cl 1i ld ren a s k me: 11 fl drly, why can't •~ A r_JO l1orne 't why do 



we have to stay here? I don't like it at all; I'd r ather go back 

to that little s choolhou s e even if il is small and broken Jown. 

Daddy, why can't we?" What can I tell them--tell them becau s e 

we are American s but of Japanese ancestry. No, heavens, no! Then 

what a re we to tell them? Their rep lies would be : I didn 1 t learn 

anything like that in s chool, where one type of Americans should 

be put into a camp. Minister didn't p r each such s ermons. Where 

God m ~ de such distinction--

Don, so help me. 

I honestly don't know what to say, 

Kee p our respect, he honorable--sure, more easily said than 

done. But remember , it take s cooperation on both sides . Here 

we coloni s t s look unnn y ou staff memhers a s our leaders. We 

want them to lie caracious, ro s se s s compass _i. o n, merc y , not qive U ti 

a n s wer s in fir.1ures of dollar s anrl cents. vJhat in ll1e hell i s $1 2 , 

116, $19 worth to an individual when thousands of people are earning 

tl1at llll1 c l1 in on e day? I personally dete s t thi s elu s ive type of 

rer ly. Fo r God ' s s ake, are you not man enoiHJ h to cn me 011t with a 

r e ply b e c o rnir1g a gentleman? 

Ay golly, I am here gojn!J to state frankly tl1nt I will fi !] ht 

for what is ours. Rememher, clear Don, I also learned 111 school 

the p r inciples of democracy, the Ame ri c ans' Creed, the Preamble--

learned lhem, do love them, cherish them and hy thunder , I am not 

!]Dlng to stand idly by, so help me God. Do y ou think I arn afraid 

tn he pu t behind a bar. No , Don. I h a ve not m ~ de one statement 

he re fl ri a i. n ·- t the co u n t r y of my hi rt h , h u t ru t me i n if you w i s I 1 , 

if it wi 11 sa ti. t.e your mind. 

ll o y n 1 1 r 111 e m h P. J' w h d t I s ; 1 i d n n e d Ry a s l r e L u r n e d l:r o m a h i h. e "? 

s i r ' w e w ctr it. d " t· ~ 1 · ~ d J ll w i L h I I " · I ! • 
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~ ayjn g, "Hate is not ove rcome b y hate, by love alone 'tis quelled." 

llow Lrue; Jo yo11 ag re e '? I ti e l i e v e I f u i · t I 1 e r s t a t e d t h a L w e w a n L 

a leade r who will s a c r ifice hi s b o d y and soul--a person who can 

det ch liim •~ el f from petty politics, mat eri a l g a ins and big black 

h endlines . 

I h v e ma rle many suggestions in the l n s t th r ee repo~ts ; I am 

s till wait ing 

Fir s t Aid Kit--when??? ?? ?? 
Mo ps --when??????????? 

Broom s , fin apiece we r e give to u s block ma n ag er s , but r ememhe r that 

we h a ve 77 apts in a hlock, at leas 6 6 families o r mo r e to a block . 

1.J here i ~• t I 1 a t e x t i- a (, o r fl i s go in g t o co me from ? T a k e fl s , i w . n d 

c u t t h e b r n o m ~; in h a l f . I, as ~Jard Ch a irm a n, ow e t.o olher lilo r: k 

11 1 ; ,n c:irJBL'~; in 0L11 P. r w._irrls 12n brnnms . I n11ly l1 r1 v f! (,fl. '? '??'? 

Ve r y re s pectfiilly s uhmitt ed , 

L. M. 0 

The inc1111.iJ r uities that we re cau s ing s o mu c h an~1 1i s h hod lo 

b e re co g n i z e rl a n d d e a l t w i t h ; L11 1 t in imp or t a n t me a s u re t I 1 e y h d rl 

I 

to Li e s e t a s id e s u f f i c i e n t l y to l e t t h e ma i n b.u s i n e s s o f L e d c I 1 i ri !J 

Lo t] O nn. Altl1ough the oe r ivalive sensitivjties a nd the problem =.; 

• 
of st1Jcient rli s inlrest and li s tlessness h t::J d to be re sp o nded to in-

te lli q 1~ntly , tl1ey did not seem to be p r esent in Tri - S tate Hi !Jh 

Schoo l i n di111eri s ions beyond tho s e wi1'h which t.he teu c hers who h ad 

l w 1 q h t. P. l ~ ;i~ w I 1 I-! 1 · e h i'H I e x re r i e n c e d p r· e " j o u s l y . 



A 111 a jor IJDal 111o s t teache rs early came to d e rine t'o1· Lhe111 s e lves 

was tu do e ve r ything th at mi gh l be done t o prepare Ni s ei youthb 

for re -e11Lry into the n1ains te a 111 of American society; th i s 111e a11 to 

p romole the i r a ccu ltu ration inlo Ame r ican society anrl to munter 

tenclencie:; For the r eve rsal of accultL1ration that might arise from 

living in a vi rtual ly all-Jaµanese com munity, a nd finally ~o 

s lren gl hen t hei r s ense of identity as Ame r ican citizens of Ja p ane s e 

o r igin . These we r e goals which were readily integrated into the 

bas ic a cademic p u rr oses of the High Sc hool curriculum . 

rhe s chool administrators and teachers accepted the need for 

the s chool s of t he re location center to add r ess themselves as fully 

as po ss i b le to the intere s t s of th e communi t y . Thi s was not e asi ly 

man c:i qed . [ ven in terms of their concerns with the edu c ation a l 

needs o f Lhe you th s , the teac hers could not always r ely on p aren t s 

under s tcn ding s chool programs a nd curriculua despite general com-

rn1mi ty . u pport of e d1 1cat ion as s omething good an d necessary . ror 

thP. tecJc l1 crs , i nevit a bly in the Project, the main focus of th1! edu ca-

tion a l cq1p d rC:JLu s wu s t o meet the nee ds of the sludents as f ur a "' 

the te a chers a nd ad mi nis t rators co u ld pe r ceive them . 

There was , as indicate d ea r lie r , a n extensive measure of 

a daptation to the visci ssi tudes of s chool life in th~ e ar ly mon ths 

o f the Pr oject' s history. The r e was a go od de a l of const r uctive 

adaptation be tween students and teacher s : The teachers were compe-

tent h11t what was fully as imrortant wa s th a t they we r e c o n'v inc in g ly 

c o ncerned and cornpassinnate. S tudents res1 1onderJ tn t his a nd their 

r· e :> p n 11 s e he i q h t e 11 e d t h e in u t. u a 1 i t y o f a f f e c t . Roth male C:Jnd f e 111 a le 

h i q h ~ ; c h n n l t> l. ll ii e n I. s s e e rn e rl t n t a k e t. h e p r of e s s i o n i'l 1 an d p e r !'"; n n < 1 l 
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o the circum s tances of life at Tule Lake or because of oth e r 

f a ctor , Lt1e teache r s appreciat ed the many thoughtful and grateful 

expre s sions they received . These were both in warmth and gratitude 

beyond ihe measure that the experienced te a chers had known before . 

The a tt a chm e nts were mut1Jal and were important to hoth; there 1'1/ere 

nblig a ti o n s flowing out of affection and concern. When teachers 

left the Relocation Center they frequently marle sure that tho s e who 

took their places were aware of individual needs, but more than that, 

that the sense of loss in the interruption of the direct relationship 

would not have serious consequences. Teachers were concerned that 

t he N i s e i f r i e n rl s t h e y h a rl m ad e ~rn u l d no t be m ad e ~ o re v 1 il n e r ab le 

hy tl 1ei r dep ar tu r e. Letters from class members provided s ources 

o f i 11 fol 111 a t .i n n l h a t mad P. it e a s j er to res 11 on rl h P. l p f u 1 I y . 

Rememhe r [I.] and [J . ] and [ K.] when they went to see 
yo 1J .L ·uve'? WP. ll, wl 1en we were on our w<-J y bcick f rom your 
d e p ..i r t 1 J r e [ I . ) s t a r tf~ rl t n k i r. kl t I 1 e r n c k d n d e v e 1· y t·. h i n IJ e 1. ~.;e 
d n ti M i s s M i a q aw a as k e d w ha t w a s t he ma t t e r a n cl IH~ s at rl 11 I 
lnn ~> e f i qhl . 11 "I don't wa nt to IJO s chool any mo r e." 

/\l't.1""! 1· till! l.P.c1 Ch1:!r wrot e to the tude1 t. l e l.Jinri him llnw i.111-

portant hi s wo r k was to him and to her, the cl a s s mate wrote 

a gain: 

This morning when [I . ] received hi s letter from you 
he was happy. He was so happy I sa w him r ead it over a nd 
o v e r . I l e trn u i L in h i s s h i 1: t po c k e t , and h e w o j l d a l w a y s 
t a ke it out anJ read it. He come s to s cho?l al1ight but 
I tl1ink he doesn't care to afte r you lef t . 

The te dcher wrote ta the pe rs on who took her pl a ce as well 

a s to the s t udent. The student re sr onded: 

1 N.M. to H.Jn ny Billi9meier, Jline 7 , 1943. 
") 

'-N. M. lo ll a nny 1Jilli9me i P. r, c a. June 14, 1943. 
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llon'L won·y a lJUtJt me 11ot 9oing to ~;choul ln'!yuL..1rly] 
he c u t 1 !38 I nm ri o i n 'J o 1 1 t po s s i b le i n a f e w wee k s l t o re s e t t. 1 e ] 
, ncl if l drin't work l1dnlt-!1· 1 1 111 afraid I miulil 11ul lJflL my 
cred it s , anrl when I start t>chool. nutsirle they mi<Jh L mt1ke 111e 
~tar L ninth grade a ll Dv er aC_Jain. So I' 11 be sure to go 
Lo s ch ool wl1ile I'm he r e and when I ~let outside I don't 
think I will have much trouble at all. 

A friend of tl1e student wrote to the same teacher telling the 

ne ws of the s chool and giving assurance that all was well with 

the student . 

I go down [to his] place pretty near every day. 
He is going to stud y hall. I help him fly planes. We 
play baseball together. He's becoming a good b~ y. I 
hope to make him a fine boy when you come back . 

The im 11 ortant thing in this exchange between the students 

~rnd tl1ej r rorm e r tedcher is the mutu a lity of love an d s up por tive-

11 e:_;, ; it. n~ v P- .il s c1111011 rJ 1ill th e µnrties to Lht""! cor· re ., 1 1onrlP.nc 1~. 

r I 1 e hi 9 I 1 s c I 1 o o l h u i l cJ i n CJ is IJ or g e o us . l am 
wa itinq for school to star t. I can't bear tl1e idea of 
w d i L j . 1 1 CJ 1 n u c I 1 l o n g e c· • N o t o n l y L h a t I.JU t s i n c e t I 1 e l i b r a r. y 
i s on ly in tht'! s chool, I have to wait till it sta rts.; 
u11d l1 erc 1 1 111 ju s l dying Lo read a book. Any kind of bouk 
.... As soon as l get a good grip 05 the library door, 
you'll see me the r e every day . 

lhi s Le a clie r and other teachers had co rr espondence, e specia l-

l y w i t Ii so me v e r y t a le n t e d s t u d e n t s , w h i c h we n t on f o r ye a r s and 

1 I. y. to Hanny Billigmeier, early June, 1943. 
2 K . f\l . tn Hanny Dilliqmeier , ea r ly June, 1943 . 
J F. y. to Hanny Ailligmeier, September 20, 1 94 J . 
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, ir1 d e n d e d o n .l y w h e n t h P. m o h i J i L y o f L h e p a r t i e .J t o L '1 e c o r r e s p o n d -

I" il, no t i · e rn e nil> r a n c e s , 

S tudents wrot e about othe r te a che rs , generally in po s itive terms, 

"' omelirne ~ ; mo re than th c-1l. 

Mr s. Gundersnn is a ·, lot of help to us--not only 
bec a u s e s he unde r s t<rnd the problems we have--no;t only as a 
r ace ( as s o many think of us) but as inuivicJuals, but 
b e c a u se s he' s one of the few here who h a ve the a bility 
to l1elp u s 1out. Anyway, I think you two ar e ve r y 111uch 
alike. . 

'wh a t tl1e talented young man, rerhaps, forgets here is th a t 

olher s t udents we r e relatin~ in quite different ways to othe r 

te a cher s . Fo r him the teache r who remained in camp almost to 

t h e end, .JS he h a d to hecau s e of his family, provideci di r ection 

a nd i 111pn1· tur1t r;t:imulc1tion t:n a v e ry a ctive rnjnd. The teacher who 

t1 CJ rl 11!fL I.hi~ l ' ro .j e cL c1nd w, s now in d nnU1cr p<.nt o f l.h P. c ntint. r y 

L r a t t e I 11 e ws a nt l imp re s s i on s n f the wo r 1 d out side f o r i he l a te s t 

per s on a l a nd Project news and impres s ions. 

1 R • l • Lo H <l n n y 1 l i l l i g rn e i e r , i\ r r i l l 0 , l 9 4 5 . 



Barbu! 
POD 

,, 
Ii 

Female 

Attiludes Toward Society and School 

The attitudes of some students toward the project school show the 

dissension of the environment as a whole. The individual, the parents, 

are all responsible for this attitudes. 

'fhe fact ihat this schoo 1 is the srune in standard as the schools 

outside docs not seem to be understood by the individual and the parents; 

also, t hal the teachers are of qualified teachers does not seem to he 

urnlers too<l. 

Tbere are students who try to escape from things that should be 

gone througb. They are persons who come to school just because of their 

attendance. 'l'he parents only care of this, too. I have known of parents 
reason this case thus: That his son is too dumb in the first place to 

get anywhere with cclucation, so he is sending him to ::ichoo l just for 

attendance. Un the other hand there are parents who take the other 

thought thut his son isn't as bright and intelligent as other students. 

'l'hc only wuy lhaL he could get him into normal society would be for him 
Lo have mor e e ducutiou Lhan the overage people. 'l'hcn wi tit Lhis a<ldi-

ti onal education he may be able to reason things us a normal person. 

From lhi s we can sec that the parents arc really responsible for the 
attitudes of the children. 

The se "loafers" \vould be actually loafers who wi 11 go from cluss 

t o class wilh no object. Their conducts are uncontrollable. 

In extreme cases of these there is little that a school can do. 

However, for mild cases there may be some ways o.f alleviating their 
attitudes. One way may be the education of parents. Suggestive method 

of parent education would be a formation of a P.T.A. in which the par-

ents learn the true training of children and the feelings of the children. 



Oarbu 1 
POD 

Male 

Attitude Toward Society and School 

As we have noticed, there are a group or groups of people who 

have a definite lack of education toward society, in general, in this 

colony. It is obvious that these groups have no respect toward any 

persons or things not related to themselves. 

The main cause for the organization of such groups is obviously 

the definite change in environment, which evacuation has made on all 

of us. The assembling of the same type of people from a wide area has 

attracted them to go around in groups or "gangs." It is a common ten-

dency for people in "gnngs" to show off to each other as well as to 

the people who by chance ure waJ king by. 'L'hese li ttlc "show-offs" 
soon develop, ] preswuc, in Lo concci ted personalities and the "l-love-

me" Lype; however, individually, Lhcy are, ns far ns I can sec, just 
.like you nntl me, being probably a little self-conscious. 

As far as a reforming program toward these groups is concerned, T 
can Lhink of no personal definite steps toward them, since individuals 

belongi ng Lo such groups are yet still in their teens. Jlowever, l do 

bolicve that t he ~unrdian of each individual Ahoulcl take the first 

sLep in Lrying Lo develop them into their normal se lves aga ·in. LI' the 

t)roblem become too serious, it is probably· wise to send such individuals 

to institutions. 


