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"THE SAGA OF THE OGINO FAMILY" 



\'l'he i r) 

Yoe Ogino 

1'he Saga of the Ogi no Ji'runily 

My parents are Shi-ga-ken and they both came from the country, 

Hhere. my fathers' parents farmed and my mother's parents farmed and owned 
a dry goods store besides. When father first came to America in 1909 his 

ffrst job was in a sawmill located in Fife, Washington. His .father who 
came to America a few years before him stayed for about ten years. My 
mother came in the August of 191l1 and then they both settled in a little 
town called, l\apawsin, where they owned a laundry. 

They have many close relatives in Japnn. PnLher hns three 
hroLhcrs, one uncle and aunt, two cousins, and nine nieces and nephews. 

Mother has a eighty-five years old mother, one sister, one brother and 
also nine nieces and nephews. In Vancouver she has a brother and sister 

and ten nieces and nephews. That is about all I could tell on my parents' 
personal l1istory, for I don't know any more than that. Next I shall record 
about my ln·other and sisters, besides myself. 

'fhere are seven children in our fwnily, six girls and one boy. 
The oldesL is bvenLy seven and the youngest. -- that's me. There 

11<.UlleS urc Mury, nose, Benjrunin· (Den .for short), Ilcllen, Jessie, l~lorcnce 

nnd myself. Bellen is married and at the present in Montana. The three 
oldest were born when our parents still owned the laundry, the rest of us 
were born after father and mother moved about a mile away from the laundry 
and boughL about forty acres of land. 

Al L11ut Lime Lhe plncc wns all woocls except for a pnt h lendinp; to 
our newly built house. After many years of toiling on the land, we 
finally got thirty-five acres cleared and put into fields. Uccause the 

land was so rocky and hard, the only thing it was good for was raising 
hay, strawberries and pasture land. Our chief occupation was dairying, 

but we also grew peas, carrots, beets, strawber ies, potatoes, ~ooseberries, 
curr~nts, strawberries and many other things for our own home use. We also 
had orchards of apples, Cherries, plums and a few other fruit trees. We 

bad fourteen heads of cattle and six were milking ones. Since we girls 
had only one brother, we did a lot of manual labor. Milking cows was one 

kind, and. sawing wood, driving a tractor and planting were a few of t he 
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others. Hy sister and I milked six cows every morning and night at 5:30 

p.m. & a.m. for about three and a half years. Then in the September of 

1<)h0, the fnmily moved to Tacoma, Washington, except my sister, brother 

and I. My sister wanted to finish her last year of school, and besi<les, 

we had to put away the t:.hinp;s at home. My brother worked at ~atonville, 
which was about ten miles away, but came home every day. llis job was in 
the ~atouville Lwnber Company where he worked as a pluner in that depart-
ment for about two uears. The last year and a half he was the foreman of 
the night crew on the planer job. 

After we sold thirteen heads of cattle, the work was easier, but 
there still was a lot to do. After my sister graduated in 19'11 she went 

to Tacoma too, so that left me alone with Ben. Since he worked at night 
from 5:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. I was home all by myself at night. My work 
was t o cook, clean house, milk a cow and other little odds and ends. 

School started at 9 a.m. and the bus stopped for me at 8:45 so T got up a 
little earlier to do my chores. 

On January 19, 1942, which was the end of the semester, I moved 
to Tacoma and Den stayed in Eatonville, where there was a crunp, (as they 
called it) 1~hich was right n~xt to the saw mill. I entered. Lhe McCarver 

Junior Iii gh School and I fed t queer because there were so many ,Japanese 
students there, and where I crune from we were the only Japanese family 
there. At first it was quite difficult to get used to their school system, 
because they had things like 9Il & 9A. I helped in my parents' laundry for 
about three and a half months, when Orders for evacuation crune. Every body 

wus excited and busy, because they had to put away household goods and sell 
their business or rent it. To put away property was no picnic, especially 
for us. Because of the curfew it was difficult to make arrangements for 

our property at Kapowsin. 
The day finally cwne and our destination was Pinedale, California. 

May 18, 19li2 at 3:30 p.m. we· boarded the train. ~ A lot ol' our caucasinn 
friends were there to see us off. We ate supper before the train started 
moving. That was about '1:00 p.m. The meals were all good and the service(s) 

given by the negro waiters were upprccintetl by every one on tho train. A 

party from Tacoma arrived in Pinedale the day before we did and they all 

were ouL uy the gate to greet us. J\s luck would permit we were supposed 
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to have arrived on one of the hottest tlays they ever had. \fo agreed with 

them on that point, and many proved it by fainting , or ut least llose did. 
One room had a tarred floor and a big clumsy door with large cracks in it. 

To get n meal of cold meaL (baloney) and rice, we waited in a long line 
for nbou t hn l f a hour wi Lh the sun beating down on the crowd. Ive got used 
to everything even the nwnbcr of Japanese we found there. Every day was 

hot as another , but when news came that we were to be relocated here at 
Tulelake we were very glad, because some people said it was cooler up here. 
July 18, we boarded the train again and headed for Tulelake. The size of 
the camp and number of people here, was most surprizing. We found condi-
tions much better, here and seemed to enjoy ourselves with the many activi-

ties going on. We all dislike this bitter cold weather, but that can't be 
helped. All I run wishing for is, I hope this war ends soon so we could go 
back t o our own homes we left behind. I think you are all hoping the same. 

Dy Yoe Ogino 



EPILOr;uE 

As the 110,000 Issei, Nisei and Kibei settled down iri the ten 

relocation centers, the exten s ive heterogeneity of that popula ion 

became increasingly clear with the passage of each month. The wide-

ly shared aspects of culture, common group experience, and u nifying 

sentiment& pr ovided the bases for efforts to const r uct a new kind of 

community life under very difficult circumstances. The r e were, how-

e \'He r , deep div is ions among them which added to the rl i f f .i. cu 1 tie s t. h a t 

had to be re so lved in orde r to establish a stable comm u nity. !Ji f-

ferences among generational groups, linguistic impediments t o commun -

ication, contrasts in educa t ional experience in Japan and Ame rica , 

widely varying degre es of access to expe riences that advance d ac cu ltur -

ation, v ariability of background s in terms of class origin , occ1 1pat i nn , 

and p .l a ce of residence as well as dissimilaritie s in atta hme nt:. , 

political i n terest s, and l o yalties all re main P.d siqn i fi c ant . 1 In 

some substantial measu r e, the fa c t that all the evacuees in each re -

1 I n h i s. e ff o rt s t o aid the s trategic a 11 y imp o rt an t Se c re ta r y u r '1~ a r , 
Henry L . Stimson , to under s tanrl mo r e fully th e 11 r nlil r. m:. ()f i1rl111j1 1i r-ter ·-
ing relocation cen t er s , the !lirectur o f Lhe W. ILA., Uill rrn ~J . Mye r, 
wro te a letter dated March 11, 1 943 , in which, amor1q n tl er th_i11q s , he 
e x p la i n s t he imp o rt an c e o f t he he t e r o g e n e i t y o f t he e v a c u e e pop u 1 er t j o r' 
"One of the most serious [prob lems] arises fr.nm tl1P. f uel th<.1t wP. l1ave 
thrown together in closely-µacked, sumewhut rut..l iment ary cum rn unilies 
thouc-:ands of peop le who hn11 e a common racia l uncestry ht1t wh o Rre 
highly heterogeneou s in a lmost every other respect. CililP.ns ar 
m i x e d i n w i t. Ii a l j P. 11 s ; t h P. w c l l - t o - rl o w i t h t h e r o n r ; f ;:1 r rn 1 ~ r s w i L Ii c i t. y -
dweller s ; Lil e hiCJl1ly educ;Jled wilh lhe n eur illite1cJLe!>i tl1o!;e wl1o s e 
c11ltirral h11ck 1J round is p.rjm,1r i ly Jap a ne se wit h Ll1o s P. wl 10 h ; i vP. nr.11Pr 
v is i t e d J a p an and have n.o de s i r e to go the re . T hi s mi r 1 g 1 i 11 g o f 
people wi th widely v aryinCJ economic s tat.is a nd cu l t tir a l h cickrirn 1m ds 
lJ n ct e r the co 11ditio11 s of re 1 n cu ti on c e 11 le r J i f e h <~ s c re ;1 t e ii m <rn y 
rnnflicts an d has intensif i. P.d at.her s wl iicli P.xi slP.il pr·ior to Pv ;1c 11-
ation . It has rroducerl a wi d e spread feel1 ng of inrJjvidual ;rn1 

co 11 e c L iv e i n s ec u r i t y and has led to f r u s L rr1 t i 1 >fl s , f F! fl r !; , c1 111 I Ii i L Le r -
n e s s • I t i s , I f P e l , o n e n f t h e f 1 1 n d am e n t i1 J c r-n 1 ~; e ! ; l y i n q h P h i 11 d 
11early a ll t. lie dP.111n11 s t rc:.1l.i ti 11 s the.it. hav e occurred in ci!; !; e11i\1 l y cPn le1·s 
and relocation centers t o rla t e." Myer, op. cit ., 1 (1 1. 



l o ca t i on c en t e r s I 1 ore d L h P. c r i t i cal ha rd s Iii p s o f I 1 e in ~I up .r o CJ I. e rl 

and interned brought them into a greaLer awarene s s of common in-

terests and purooses . At the same time, the res p onses of the peopl e 

to the frustrations nnd hardships of their circum s tances reflecterl 

the depth of internal fissures. Cri tical problems that arose in 

the conduct of the affairs of t he relocat i on center communitie s were 

made more critical by the extensive internal differences among t he 

coloni s ts and the strains of recurring crises served in turn to 

aggravate these internal diver~encies. 

The problems of ad mi nistrating inLerr1rnP.nt camp s for <J 11op1d a -

tion composed of both enemy aliens and Ame rican citizen s and to uo 

it in ways compatible with national Llemocratic ideoloyy wen.! stau-

gering. Yet the War Relocation Autho rity acquitted itself co :1 n1end-

ably, t]iven the asperities of the situation. If, from the IJerJinr1ir1rJ, 

t h e W . R • A . a n d i t s p r o j e c t p e r s o n n e l h ad h a d a IJ re <J t e r u 1 1 d !~ r ~' L a 1 1 d j n CJ 

of the social and cultural characteristic s nf the Jap a ne :. e -A11 1 ~!dcan 

pop11lation many of the difficult periods of crisis could h a ve been 

much mitigated and some of them p erhap s avoided altoqethP.r. 

As it was, cri ses in relocation center af fai rs did occur, And 

some, like the registrr1tion crisis in early 194 3 , we re ci11ickly picked 

up by the press. The events and circumstances of carrq1 life were 

r epresented in r.Jr otesque distortions for public in the interest of 

reader excitement and agitation . Ry 5 p r,i n 'J o f 1 9 4 ] , co r 1 c P rr 1 n v r 

the cnnditinns in relocation centers, <JS they w1~1 · e repre~ > er1L!-!rl i n 

the media, was being ma nifes t ed in th e Conqre st; and in tl1e exe c 11tive 

hrancl1 of qovr-?n1me11t. Henry I. 5tirn ~ r111, '.iecretiJry uf Wo r, wrul1~ a 

let t e r d a tf'! cl Mn y HJ , Fl t1 J t n 11 i .I J on :1 • My n r , r'l !3 k in ~I f' n r t. I 1 P P. 1 i 111-

ir1Rt.ion nf "o ct.ivit.ies of n viciou s , well-1Jrqani1ed, rrn- . l<1Jl i1l 1P ' ;P. 

minority r.JrOup to he founrl nt each relocation center." 1 

1 rtiirl. l (,'.1. 
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ln l.liat samr~ mn11t.l1, I.he W. ll.A. dr!ci~Hlerl 1.n c:Jt t'.Y n11l., 111 ;1<:•: 

~; egreq . 1 Li nr1 pro1JrD111 arn r111ri tli 1· rq1rrnxirna teJ y 1 Ill) , [l[lll J' P. r~:;n11° 1·p111rt in-

ing in the ten camps. In this process of segregation, various cate-

CJOries of rer s ons were to bP. select ed out of r el ocai.inn cent.er pnp11-

lations and removed to one of the center s which would then become 

the segregation center. Amohg those to he thus segreqeted were, it 

was announced, ( 1) persons applying for repatriation or expatriation 

as of July 1, 19 4 J (and family dependents), ( 2 ) persons answerin g 

"no" to item s on loyalty in the 4uP.stionnaire for leave and milit a ry 
I 

clearance that had been administered several months earlier, and 

(3) those individuals who had been denied ap r lir.ations for leave 
1 from W.R.A. centers. 

It was rope that this process would make it pos ..., ihle to e s ta li-

lish a more harmonious community life in n j ne of t he relocation 

center s by rernovin f} those elemen ts most likely to ca11 s e tin rest . 

The W.R.A. hoped at the same l.ime to r elieve the pressured on other 

elements of the porulation exe.rted by tl1e mino rity of slro11u- <11 irie cl 

pro-Japanese "toughs." 2 There was a further hope that public aw a re -

ness of the relative stabi lity of other rel ocation ce rite rs wou lrl Lie 

advanced by this process of c11ncentratjng tl1e mo ~;t cli ss ide11t. el1=?111Pnls 

in a segregation cP.nter; pulilic acceptance nf I. he .lo .vH.l Pv ;1c 11P.f! G, 

it was expected, would be furthered thereby. 

The T11le Lake Relocntion Center was desiq11aled to hec11rne t l1e ' . 

segregatinn cente r . In pJan11ing for the seqreuut.j o11 center, it wt.1s 

decided that there would be no elective self-government as exisled 

~See iliid., r; h;:ipter l ?. 
I hid. 
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in the other centers and there wo uld be no pe rso ns allowed to relocat e. 

In effectin g segregation, thousands of families were tran sp orted 

from Tule Lake to various of the oth er centers or we r e relocated 

els ewhere. Thou sa nds in turn came to Tule La ke from other cen ters . 
1 Fifteen thousand persons were involved in the exchan ge. Approximate-

ly four thousand non-segregants remained at Tule Lake, preferring t o 

remain there until they could r eturn directly to their homes. 

Despite the s egregation process, it should be noted, inte r nal rlivis-
) 

ions remained critical at Tule Lake, and the segrega t ion cen t e r ex -

perienced much turmoil before it was ultimately closed down seven 

months <Jfte r the last of the other nine cen tP.rs was lo c ked 11p i n 

Decemher, 1945 . 

In Octo ber, 1943, the l ast of the contingents f rom other cen-

ters settled into Tule Lake. Segregation Cente r community li fe 

was m11cl1 different fr om 1.hat of the ef!rlier Rr.lor. al inn Cen t.P- 1; ll1 e 

populaLion rliffered in signific.f.lnt chFtracteristics; th e a t.lminisLra-

tive policies we r e alteretl. 

A great many of the students who wrote the compo si tion s anrl · 

essays included in this v o lume were by this time in other relocri t.ion 

center s or h .·d relocaterl . For those who remain , however, community 

life at Tule La ke had prnfoundly dlterer l. Snmr. nf t.l1r! te11clier s re-

mained at Tule La ke after its transormation. Many of thP. Ni sei 

high s chool students anrl ruri l s in thP. r:Jr'ade s chool s who remF1ined 

with their f a mi li!'! s found tl1P.ir rliffic11lties greatly c ompo1ind e d 

as thi s let.t.er reveal s . 

1 Ihirt., 77. 
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Newell, Calif. 
Feb. 23, 1943 

Dear Mrs. Billigmeier 

Surrounded as I am by disloyal, tt1ere are certain 
times when I feel discouraged ·and doubtful. Your wonder-
f 11 letters are really a source of hope to me. You see, 
the teachers in s chool purposely avoid mentinniny Lhe 
s u b j e c t o f t h e Am e r i c a n w ay o f 1 i f e , e t c . , a n d so m an y 
of these self-styled Propaganda Ministers in this camr 
srout off the blatant nonsense of the supremP.cy of 
Japan, that sometimes I'm just plain "down in the dump s ." 
The people I write to outside are mostly school mate s --
and we don't talk about such things-you know how kids 
hate to get serious with each other, and so sometimes 
I'm just fed half of a point of view. It's nol that 
I 'rn in do u I t as to whe re my heart lies , I 'm n eve r· j 11 

doubt of that , but I just plain "lose fight." 
School's getting along as well as couli be, and 

I ' m q e t t i n g in to t he s win g o f i t n ow . Some how , I j tL ) t 
can't seem to have the fun out of s chool as I did last 
year. 

Perhaps this Sgt . Tsukahara that you men tione d i ~; 

acquainted with my brother . He's also with thP. l c-1 n g 11 C1rie 
unit in the South Pacific, on New CalP-rlonia, to lie P.x ct . 
The other one is up in Alaska, where he' s seP.n some 
action. 

It see ms c::is if my other hro t~1e r.s wi 1 l S C1 0n hP. in 
the Army. The lCJst time he wrot.e he said it ' s j11 ~ ·t --1<-it.t.F.r 
of tire. He's ·not very good at putting his thOLir]hts on 
paper, even worse than I am, but I was real ~- Y rrourl of 
him. He told me he wanted to live ~s much as anyone 
el se did, but there was no use in his r:l11cki.ng the 
c.Ji rty work. He's going out to c ar ve a r. l a ce for hirn-
sel f after the war, and the only time he can do it is 
now . M a y b e i ,t s o u n d c o r n y , b u t I k n o w I 1 ow h e w a s 
thinking. 

I was surprised at the number of old students 
left here. . There are quite a few who don't come 
t o H i - rj c h o o l a t a 11 . 

T h e c u 1 · few l i ft e c I a f e w n i CJ I) t s o (] u , a n < I t I 1 i 1 1 r.J s 
Bre . iu~~t uliL111t no r mal now. ~ince Nov e lllher, we crn11.rln' t 
l e a " e o u r o w 1 ) I 1 l Cl c kS < i f t e r 7 P . M . t > 1 1 t t I 1 a t. ' s a l l n v •? r· 
n o w • I n 11 1 y h o p A i I: ~ h=1 y ~ t. h n t. w i-i y • 1 

In the meantime in the othAr ni_ne relocf!!:iun centr>rs, .tn CC111-

tl1e evacu~es tu lc c:1ve for com111un .i l.irH; 11 ·un t.l1e 011 t.:i .i dP." [ rlll t. j fl I J 

1 11 q c u 11 r: r. r 11 r 11 1 I I 1 ~~ p r 1 1 t. f PVilCLIPF!!·1 ' lir1wt"! \/P. r· . rilir111 I ! ltP i ,. i ll 1: 1·1 1 I , · flC:P. 

fr om ti e ri-ival.e CO.l!P , r1ond e1rP. of' H a 11 nv Uilli. ri 11" i• ·1· . 
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i n g e n e r a l A rn e r i c an s o c i e t y i n h i b i t e rl t h e i r rl P. p n .r t u r· e r o 1 o t Ii e r 

areas--the fear of antagonism , damage to their property, eve11 phy s -

ical violence continued to h a unt them. M<rny I ssei h ad child re 11 

in the armed forces and were r eluctant to resettle without them; 

problems o f g e t t in g j obs , housing , ins 11 ran c e , i1 n cJ n e r~ de d s er v ice s 

loo!fled large. Feeling keenly the uncertainties of the time, many 

simply feared the loss of sanctuary and security provided by 

relocation center life and wanted to remain until the end of the 

war when their position would be cla ri fied. 

On December 17, 1944, the Army made known i ts deci s ion to 

r evise the or.jginal exc11.usjon order"'; the modiciC1tio11 nf Lh e nrdP1 

wns to be effective on January 2, 194~. The We s t Co as t wa s opened 

for the return of all Japanese-Americans except for t l1e per so n s at 

Tule Lake and other cen ters who had hcen deni P.rl clP. r:tr11 11c c rr1 r 11~ ;1v -

ing. rile W.n.fl. fll11llll111CP.rl pl "l ll H 1.u c ln ;,r. rt l 1 1·p ] nc . 1I i1111 r·P. 111.r : r ·; 

within a period of six months to a ye ar ; in th e meantim e a ll e s ~ : P.11L 

ial services we r e to be maint Rine d. 1 Directur [lillon 'J. My e r: 

stressed in a communication directed to all r esident s of Lhe cent e r s 

LI 1 a t " r he re - up e n i r 1 g o f t I 1 e e v n cu u I.er I fl r· e u <J 11 d t. I 1 e I 1 1·1> a 1 I e 11 i 111J u r· t I 1 e 

reloc;:ilion rrogram come at a fortunote time. . La rqely cl S fl re r; u l t 

of the sp lent.Jid record which your s ons, bro Ll1e r :~ , w1u lit1 s li a 11d l1 a 11 e 

achieved in the arrnerl servicP.s, the American p11blic l1a s en.me Lr a 

rec o !J 11 i ti u 11 o f I.I 1 e e · s e 11 l. i a 1 lJ u o J fa i I. Ii irn d lo y a l Ly I. Ii t-il c I 1 ~" · i 1 c t e r -
1 

ize the great majority of the peo pl e of Jap a ne s e de s cent ." ' 

1 
2Myer, op . cit., 1Li6. 

Ibid. 
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,, AL the lime tl1e exclusion orders were rnodifieu, aµpr·oximately 

80,000 people still lived in the tne relocation centRr . Imme diate-

ly after the new policy was announced, the W.R.A. established field 

offices in Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle tn prepare the 

way f o r th e re t u r n o f J ap an e s e - Ame r i c an s to a re a s t h T' o u CJ ho 1 t L h e 

West Coast. 

As the Second World War wound down and finally came to an 

end, the Jaoanese-Americans reentered the main s tream of American 

life. They l1ecame a part of the migratnry movF!rnent s ~. l1 a were 

occasi oned by the end of the War and the gradual shift , tho 11 g h in-

complete, Lo a peace -tim~ ec nnomy ; the dem obili zation of milit a ry 

forces added to the mi gr atory sh ifts. Even before th e end of the 

was a vanguard of settlers had retur ned to the West Coast from 

relocation centers and from other pa r ts uf the United :it. at.es where 

Japanese-Amerj r.ans had e s ta h lisherl themselves. Tl 11:~ fi n; L rn uvc 111Pr1 t s 

were largely explorato r y; those who first r etu r ned were much c oncerne d 

about their acceptance, about what lay immediately ahead and e s recial-

ly how they would fit into the economy. Some minor waves of terr.or-

1sm occurred in parts of rural Caljfornia and Ur er3un when l11e fi.rsL 

of the former evacueP.s reestablished themsP.lves . T h e ~• ".! "' o o n d i s a 11 -

peared and, with favorable r er1orts to friends and T'P.l at. jves P-l s ewlwre , 

larger and larger contingent ~ returned to , the Western tat P. ~ . Many 

who had established themselve s successful ly in Chica ~1 0, MilwaukP.e, 

Minneapolis and other areas out.side the West cho s e to remajn there . 

Sarne who retur ned were able to r e sume their u11s in esses or re-

establish themselves of farms they owned or rented . The return o f 

1 a r g e n u rn b e r a f ,J a r an e s e - A m e r i c an s t n t h e W e s t [ n Cl s t. , h o w e v f' r . rl i ti 



existed before the war. Many who returned found it necessary in t he 

first years to accert whatever jobs were avai]ahle o r found i t eas ier 

to gb into careers than were different from t ho se fo r which th e y we r e 

traine rl . Many Issei and Nisei who befo r e the war had marketed 

specialized agricultural crops or who were wholesalers fo und it dif-

ficult in the first post-war years tp re-establish themselves; 

some found that the economic networks , based to an im11ortar1t ex t ent 

on ethnic r elationships, which had be so vital to them earliP.r cou ld 
1 not now he re-created . On the othe r hand new areas o f 01 port1 1nity 

that h r:1d not been importcrnt to them befo re the ev <1r:1 1a L.i on nllw hr~ 1 m11e 

increasingly significant; this was t r ue, for example, wi th co nt 2c t 

gardening . 

T he e v a c u a t i o n in in t e r r u ri t in g t Ii e e co no 111 i c a c t .i i I j " r.; p a r t i c u -

larly of the I ss ei, and al s o the lonq intervC:Jl nf int e r·n1 ne nt , l1 <Hl 

s e r v e d t o a cc e le r a t e and rn a k e mo re J r as t ic a p r· o c e s s o f c I 1 d n 'J e I 1 i:l t 

would have occurred with time in any c a se. Especially man y olliPr 

Issei did not return to their farms or busines s e s or at least d.irnin-

i shed the lPve l of t heir act io it ies; if tl1e en l.B r I' r i ~• P.s r erna i111~rl 111 

the family, their Nisei children assumed major responsibility. 

It became increasin g ly clear that significant cliCJnges h ad oc cur-

red w h i ch we re o f g re a t rn omen t to t Ii P. J a p <J 11e se -A111 e r i. r a 11 s • ll 1e war 

record of the Ni s ei '1<:1d corll.1 il111teil 11111ct1 Ln Lile cl 1a11q.111q rn ~;j L i1111 nf 

Japan es l ' - Arne r i ca 11 s in LI 1 e P a c i f i c C nu s I • W Iii I e di .. c 1· i "' i 11 r1 t. i 111 1 .i 11 

employment has not altorJetheir disaripeared even now, L1 1e jr acc e '.-;~; to 

1Kiefer, op . cit ., 19/. 



housing, education, and jobs has been greatly extended. Occ t1pa-

tional interests and expectations expanded in respon s e to t he in-

creasing awareness of career possibilities anJ the broade r a vail-

ability of employment. The actual upward social mobility of the 

Jap a nese-Americans has been among the most r a pirl in · American mino r ity 

group ex perience. They now have a far wider choice of whe r e they 

live, what they ~o for a livin0 1 how they live and with whom they 

associate than ever before. the Japanese-Americans on the West 

Co a st r etain some persistent impulses for com~unity life; yet they 

have inc re asingly tended to disperse geographically rather than 

to ensure their own physical pr oximity. 

The greater opportunities for social mobility have me il nt 

a growing differentiation amonq them in their circ11mstance c; , inter-

ests, and ou t. looks. Broader and mo r e jn t ensive cnritilcts ai. work CJnd 

in the comm u nity have meant a gr e ater s haring of social outlook _, 

with non-Japane s e, for example, with people in Lhe sa me occ11pCJ inr1s 

d f . 1 an p r o e s s J. o n s • 

Almost universally the Ja pAnese-Americ a n ~.; di11iile their 

historica.l exp P.rie nce in th e c o nt i nent a l Uni t ed Sta t e s i.nlo th rP.e 

distinct. rieriocls : the year s before the S ec1Jnd World Wnr; L11e t. i 111e nf 

the evac 11ation, relocation, anrl res ettJF.?men t ; arid th e 11ost-war 

years . The 11ri- r ootjnu oft.he . l HJ1 <l ne s e-/\me r.icR 11 ~ ; 111111 tl11~ i r i11l.Pr11 -

ment may hP. se en as both c 11lmin at ion of i.he l nn q t. rc:trl.itinn o f 

c:tnti-oriental Rqi tat. jon in thP. Wes t ern s t. at e s ; thn s P. yPn 1·s a l sn 

ma r kF'! cl n h re a k i n the on - q o i n q ri r o c e s s P. s o f <l cc nm 111 o d a t i on <m d 

1Ibid., 32 . 
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c:i cc u l l u r o l inn ir1 Arner i c n n sci c i P. t: y f n r mo s t o f t t 1 e I s "'l'! i <1 n ii Ni !; 1"! i . 

In each of these perspectives, the evacuation and internrnenl created 

grave hardships and sometimes even tragic conse qu en c es for th e Jap.in -

ese - Arnericans. Doth pe rsp ec ti ves also rai s ed i ·n the rninr:ls rJf ma11y 

other Americans some agonizing concerns about the p osition or 1nino r -

ities in American society . 

Despite all . the actual hardships and danger s of that per iod , 

the ~rirnmest prospects and the worst fears were nol transfo r me rl into 

reality. For the t eachers anu administrators who taugl1t the Ni s ei 

youths at Tule Lake anrl elsewhere the stark prospects a nd t e rrifyi ri q 

fears for· the f11ture of the Ni se i in America we re seen arid felt in 

terms of the Tomikos and Kenji s they harl in their cla ;,s es . If t hey 

admired the resilience , energy , and intelligence which so ma ny of 

their N:j. s ei st. 11 dents rlisrlayerl in cla ss and lll I.h e ro111rn 1111ity, j t. 11nly 

o 1 Jr s t. u de n t s ? '~ C h a n g e s i n t: h e c i r c 11 m ~~ t a n c e s n f t h P. n Fl +. j n r 1 a l s ri r· i <1 1 

milieu were reflected in chan gi ng circ u ms tance s in the reloc al inn 

cente r s. Alter at ions 1 n po 1 i c iP. s rel fl tin ri to in b '? rn r P r~ n t <J n d t h p, 

administ. ration of re location cente rs qu ickly nncJ ctirP Ll y a ffect. e cJ 

the n at u r e of the irnp d ct~ nf ce11ter l.ife 1q1rJn r.h e evacu.=it:ed pnru.l at. i.on , 

individually and collectively . The bal a nce of a n1 1rnber o t social 

f oc lo rs W HS suc h th r.i t HiP c o11 s eq11P.nce:. nf t h e 1• v ;11· 11 .1li11 11 l111 · 111~d 111it 

' 
in the end to have both negRtive anJ posilive s ide ~ . ll111L .t !.;; lt1 e 

perspective that hi st ory affords; fur many who wo rke r! with Nisej 

chi l d r en in tho s e years the fu t ure seemed grim ; professional pride, 

cnmpas s ion, srJcia l con•·ciP.nce, a nd re s pPct for th e Ni :;ei irn DP l lr. cl 

people to continue to work a g ain s t what of t en seemed ( except fo r the 

t a le n t s o f t he N i s e i th em ~ - e 1 v e s ) to b e a d e s p e r a t P. s i 1. u ri L i o 11 . 
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The changing circum s tancP. s even during the war yeurs CJncJ cer-

tainly in the decades since the encJ of the conflict have altered 

perspectives on period' of the evacuation. "The postwar period," 

Kiefer notes, "is viewed hy the issei as a vast improvement over 

the prewar era in almost every res~ect . They tFrnd to feel t.hCJt 

their children have done well, that discrimination has all b11t dis-

appeared, and that they themselves can be thankful for such thin~s 

as soc.ial security. The one hiq regret that remains wides11re a d 

among the issei has little to dn with the toil and sufferinq of 

their 1 iv es : They kn ow that their native cu l t u rr~ i s in f a c I. n as:. -

i11g from the face oft.he earth . " 1 For the Ni se i tl1e j11d ~Jm e 11t. 1J1 ;nn 

the long-term con s equences acknowledge both the tra v . il and rl a n~e r 

of the evacuation but also the g rovJt h in their inrlerendencP. and 

Fl 1 1 ton om y t h n t h i'.J s h ;1 d so m 1 1 c h e f f e c t u po n t. he i r s rJ c: i u l B c I 1 i t' v P. np> n t . 

T lie compositions, essays, ancJ lette rs puh I i •:d1ed ir1 thi ~; 

vnlume cannot mirror the whole reality of life as perceived l1y 

N i s e i j u n i o r a n d s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t s w h o w r o t. e t h e m Lh ir i 11 tj 

this first year at the Tule Lake Relocation Center. They do 

nevertheless give insi ghts into Nisei ~erspectives al Lhat time 

that nn other materials can provide. 

1See ibid., fi0-fi2 . 1 
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