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the first time at the Civie Organigations Office, Ways and means were plotted
for combatting the JACL somtrol of the camp. On the following night, the
Cormmity Forum hold a discussion on the outdeor stage (the lest) on the subject
of orime in the colony., This forum disoussion was largely an outgrowth of the
soncern of many Vigei of the beating administered during the past months by the
Kibei elements.

On September 12, the first pekition regarding doctors in the colony was
siroulated. During the past menthe, Dr. Carson (director of the Base Nospital)
and Dre Tki had gone to another center to help orgsnize & hospital there; while
he was gone, Dre Harada had been in charge. Rﬁor- had it that Dr, Carson had
rafused to order many items vital to the welfare of the people and that Dr,
Harads Bdd ordered them in his ahsence, Humors had it further thet Dr, Tki and
Dr. Harade did not get along well tdogother and Dr, IKi had persuaded Dr. Carsem
to send Dr, Harade out to another center.’® 3inoe most of the Sacramento people
hated Dr, Tki, they immediately econoluded thmt Dr, Harada must be a fine physieian
and began oiroulating petitions o retain him in the ecenter, The first petition
and the rumors about the oonflists went around before any publis announcement
was mode about the departure of any doetor, Aetually petitions mesnt nothing,
sinoe mogt people did not know what they were signinge The interest was rather
high, however, and the feeling agaiust Dr. Iki rose again,

On September 14, the payroll section bYegan pying out July salaries. On the
16th, spproximately 500 workers left for various begpt-fields. On the 18th, there
was an elestion of a Fair Prastise Committes, Very few partieipated in the

election, The most common comment was, "What's 1':?: use. We can't do anything."

28. The fact of the matter wass there was some confliet in the hospital
between Dre Harada and Dre C,rsons Dr, Uyeyama also apparently did not hide his
eontempt for Dr, Carson (a mush less experienced doctor.) Appa-
rently Dr, Carson did resent these two dootors. lowever, he probably had little
to do with their transfers; that was decided by Dr, Thompson of the regiomal office
who sought to ereste a balenced staff in all hospitelse There was some relustanse
: lgﬁngnr. Tki go because he had donated so much of his own equipment to the

sp .
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on the 21st, an indoor forum was held on the cooperatives. The meeting revealed
the misundergtanding current ebout cooperatives in the center. On the following
day, o Planning Boerd was proposed to advise the administratism i»n regard te
poliey so th-t the people and the persommel oould get along as amicably as possible.
On the 23rd, the Merit Board wae officlally set up.

n September 1€, the #8 eanteen was robbed of soms valuable poods. Some-
orne slipped inte he bullding at night either through a window or a door (both
were open) and took some valusble items. Other things were soattered throughout

2® it the sume time, the thelft of lumber was still a major problom.ao

 the room,

It was about this time that the mese hall trouble began to take shapes Im
August, the chief sooks had met and demandsd that lr, Pileher (formerly stoeward
et Wollerga and rsputed to be anti-Japanese) be firod and that the Japanese
be given complete control over the food situations In spite of negotiations
with the administration peanefully, nothing happened, Fimally, on about the
20th of September a petition was cireulated thoughout the oamp demending (1)
the immediate discharge of Pileher, (2) the discharged of snyone else not working
for the benefit of the community, (3) the replacement of those men by the
Japanese, and (4) the complete ocontrol over the food situation by the Japanese.
Over §,000 peeple signed the petition.”'

Charges and counter-sharges were made. Mre Piloher wane acoused of keeping
the de + slicos of meat (loins) for the Couoasian perscnnel and giving the
rost to the Japanese,52 Fimally, Mr. Shirrell, after mush delay, appoimted &
cormittes of c;umim to invegtigate the whole situvation,

29, Tulean Dé:&tch’ September 18, 1842

50, ° s (T5), Septerber 20, 194:

31 The petition was a farce. Very few people kaew what they were signing,
As Mr, Shirrell said at a Counecil meeting: "You know derm well 9,000 vecple didn't
know thet Piloher did hed things, Somebody went up to them and told them that he
was a son of a biteh, md they signed,"” Ir. Shirrell was muok oloser to the truth
tham he might have suspested. 7ield notes (75), September 21, 1942

82« Comtrary to W.R.A, regulations, this was being done, However, .

Feck, rather than My, Pilsher, was the culprite Nr, Pileher apparently never
told Mr, Shirrell about this,.
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The weather became progressively colder as the days went on and the appre-
hengions about the conditions of the camp during the winter grewe People continwed
to dry vegetables and rice in preparation fep the starvation, Many NVisel openly |
expressed s desire to pet out of the cmmps. The feeling was still high against
the c:uudul. Rumors were widespread that everyone on the coast would be trange
ferred to Arkansas before long., These rumors beecame so widespread that Mr. Shirrell
had to deny them in the Tulean Dispatch on September 25, It was about this time
that the lull before the storm ended, The storm broke in full fury.

On September 22, lumber arrived on the project for the eonstruction of a
theatre, When it was learned, however, that the profits from community enterpriges
(supposedly the people's money) had been used to purshase the lumber and the
equipment, a ory of protest went upe Toward the end of August, Kendall Smith
(oanteen director), foreseeing the govermment order forbidding the expenditure
of more than $200 for places of amusement, ordered movie projectors and lumber
for the eonstruction of a theatree. He had consulted several people before he
made the move, lany Issei protested that they had not been consulted; many of
them probably would have approved if they had been asked first, but there just
wasn't the time in August. Smith had to make the order before the deadline and
he thought that he would be helping the colony and did so.

During the heated discussion, the major issues were lost in the soramble,
and onoe again the contention was brought forth that the Caucasians were trying
their best to take away the money of the Japanese. It was contended that if
there were a movie, the parents of large families were be handieapped because
their children would always want money. Many of the more sotive Nisei, reslizing
that & movie house would be a boon in the cold winter months, argued against
this, mt it was of no avail. Finally, the City Counsil, on October 8 led
by Walter Teukamato, passed a resolution favoring the theatre in spite of the
opposition of the TIgsei 2

32, This was a part of Tsukamoto's bid for power, and he failed miserably,
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In the meantime, the construoction erew, led by Issei and ll,_boi. refused %o
touch the lumber, Finally, when the Couneil gave the go signal, constructiony was
about to begin, » hen some of Tsukamoto's opponents revealed to the Issel that
the theatrs resolution had been advanced by the attorney. Immediately the feeling
rose again against Tsukamoto and once more the theatre issue was deadlosked,

At the same time, almost simultaneously, the community was confronted with
another orisis. In spite of the warnings given him in August, 0'Brien of the
office of War Information returmed te the colony to ask for volunteers to broade
east to Japan. In spite of the warnings, he ammounced his intentious publiely
through the block mansgers, end immediately another orisis ensued, Many Nisei
wore willing o broadeast to indicate their loyalty to the United States, but the
Igsei opinion dominsted the blook meetings. The veciderous Nisei were thrown
out of block meetings.s Sfome of the more level-headed Issei proposed that records
be made and played back to them to make sure that no lies were being sent, but
apparently this was not agreeable to the 0.,W.I. meny they refused., Meeting
after meeting was held and in the heat of exeitement, pro-Japanese agitators
stole the seens. There was so much confusion that the level-headed Issei ocould
not be heard, Many of them were umable to speak for fear of being embarrassed by
some agitator.®® The broadeast was not made.

It was in this issue, that the long-broiling conflict between the Issei and
the Nisel came out in the opens To be sure, the large majority of the Nisei were
not particularly interested and therefore followed the dictates of their parents on
lgsues such as this, but many of the Nisei leaders definitely opposed the firste
goneration, The differences in outlook had been kept under eover, but with the
broadoast issue they came out in the open, Sharp words were exchanged and the
feeling was high, Nysei accused some Issei of being pro-Axiss while the Issed
looked upon the Nigel with pity for not knowing better than to trust keto,

33, Here again the difficulty arose over. the approach used. lad 0'Brien
followed the advise given him on his first visit, he might have been highly
suceessful, Ho was amazingly slow for a propaganda man,
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During the hhight of the struggle between the Issei and the Nigei and the
height of the ill-feeling against the Caucasians, another orisis oconfronted the
¥igei world., This orisis gave some strength to the Issei position. Indeed this
period was one of oonfusion,

At the end of a Couneil meeting on September 26, Tsukamoto stood up
and announced very dramatiecally that the House of Representatives had passed a
bill depriving all Nisei of citizenship and that the bill had been reported
favorably to the Semate. He quoted a weekly of the American Civil Liberties
Unione The news spread like wildfire., Everyone was upsets The administration
frantically sent telegrams for conformation to Washington; Nisei wrote their
friends., Most Nisel were very-down-hearted., Rumers ran wild, By the early part
of the following week, some Nisei were saying with confidence that the bill
had passed the Mouse 202-28 The Nigei world was electrified by the news.

Within a few days, however, telegrams came back to the project saying that
the rumor was not true--that no such things had happened end nothing of the sort
was likely to happen. The American Civil Idberties Union apologized, but the
damage had been done., Many of Tsukamoto's politiecal opponents whe had begun teo
organize in many ways (Tsukamoto's opponents insluded beth rabidly pro-Japanese
Issei and rabidly anti-Japanese liberal Nigei) took advantage of the situation.
Mgre rumors spreads The Je.AC.L. leaders clung to Tsukemoto's statement to the
last, but finally had to admit the erreor.

On Ostober 4, a Nisei Citizens' Rally sponsored by the Commmity Forum and

the University of Califormia Club was held on the outdoor platform, In spite

of the fact that the meeting was held one nck after the first word of the report,
the attendance was pitifully small, Most of the people attending were disgusted
with the apathy of the Nisei (who one week before had been so alarmed(who now
did not seem to oare at all about their citizenshipe The meeting unfortunatly
turned out to be a political struggle bebwoen the J.A.C.L. and antieJ,i.C.L.
elements. Much oriticism was directed against the organization, but nothing
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constructive seemed to have come out of the meetingse The J.A.C.L. star did not
ghine musch brighter for a while after the meeting nor did the opponents succeed
in organizing anything to take its place, 1In a fow weeks the issue died dowm
and the Niseiworld went on as usual with its dates and dances with complete
oblivion to anything else.

In the meantime, the hog farm was amnounceds On the last day of September,
the coopreprosentatives nominated members of the board of directers and the
organigation began to get on its feet. On the following day, the City Couneil
set up a Trust Fund for evacuee workerses On the Tth of Oetober, the announcement
was made that there was a soareity of labor in the farm, and students were called
from the high school to harvest the orops. This oaused much sonfusion om the
farm and brought complaints from parents--especially of girls. All colonists
were urged to help and some Nisel work orews did take a day off %o loaf in the
farme On the 9th, the opening of a poultry farm was announced when chioks arrived
on the mjpct.

The feeling against Caveasians was still high. imeng the Nisei, football
replaced baseball as the center of interest, There were complaints against Nisei
apathy from some quarters. Some were worried about the conditions in the beet-~
fields since unfavorable reperts had ocome in from those who had gone out, FRumors
about moving to Arkansas persisted, and some people began to make preparations.

On the 10th of October, the Sacramento chapter of the J.,A.C.L. met and voted
§500 to the national headgqamrters. Mich ballyhoo was mede of this. On the same
day, parents of Nisel soddiers organized in the project. Om the 13th, M yamoto
and Taketa, who had been sent out by Mr, Shirrell te look over the eonditions in
the beet-fields, reported favorably, On the l4th, a new W,R.,A, policy that anyone
(Issei as well as Nisei) oould leave the project was amnounceds On the following
day, the coop filed its incorporésion papers. Oa the 16th, canteen {6 opened
for the selling of artiecles of elothinge
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The major source of interest at the time, however, was the mess situation.
On Ogtober 8, the Cgusasian mess imvestigation committee made its reporte It
stated thet Vr, Piloher was at fault in many ways, but noted that he was a good
steward, Mr, Shirrell published the report in the Tulean Dispatch but did not
teke any other action, Mr, Pilsher continued in his ways, and finally, on Ostober
11, the storm droke,
On the morning of the llth, every mess hall in the projeet announced that
a strike would begin on the following day. In order %o foree a sympathetic strike,
in order to make sure that others did not go to work, breakfast was not served
wntil 8130 or 9, lLunch was not amnounced; people were asked to come when the
Bek) vegy Bugper was ourvel aiguhere Sobres G400 and ¥ - The a0k snd/mmanaved
hours made it diffionlt for anyone to yo to worke Those whe iid go to work had
to go without eating unless they were fortunste.
The feeling in the colony was:
"These god darm keto think they got us by the balls, but we'll
show them this time. They think that just because they got us
locked up they oen do anything they want to us, but this timd
We'll shov them that we can make 1t tough onm them."
" he fucken ke®o makes promises and makes pramises and talks
smooth but never does anything, Rven the keto committee found
Pileher guilty dbut he's still here,."
"F{loher is no good. We must get rid of him,"

"It's all right if we have to sacrifice a little, When Pilcher
goes, we oan have better food,"

Actually, for several days no one knew what the difficulty was because
the mess workers did not make Imown their demerds, Mr. Elberson, the labor
relations man, experienced some @ifficulty in getting the demands, When they
were finally made known, it was found that the coinocided with demands mede
before in many respectss They still demanded the dismissal of Pilcher; they
demanded more and better food; they demanded clothing for workers and their
pay sheoks, Yr, Elberson was able to settle things within a few days and the
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mess hajys went baok to their regular schedules from the ldth,

Puring and immediately af'ter the mess hall strike, the feeling ran high on
both sideg--Caucasian and Japanese, The colonists were very angered at the
administration. Rumors went about the camp that Mr. Shirrell had told the men
that he would make the place into a concentration eamp. Even Mr, Shirrell, who
had heretofore been the only Causasian respected in the colony, was put on the
hated and distrusted list, FRumors spréad about him and his part in the plot with
Pileher to rob the people of what was justly theirs. It seemed that the feeling
in the colony resched its peak at this stage.

On the other hand, it was not difficult to see that many of the Caucasian
workers who had tried to work go hard for the colonists were getting sick and
tired of the trouble. Many who had been very kind before were getting very im-
patients They began talking about martial law and "insubordination.,"” Talk
sbout the "agitators" was common mmong the Cgucasian pramlou

In the meantime, the theatre issue reappeared, On October 8, as we have
already noted, the City Counecil approved the construction of the movie theater.
On the 11th, some of the more level-headed Issel held a meeting of their own
(in which they themselves eliminated the agitators) and then sent a delegation
to ask the Counoil to reconsider their stand, Fimally, ti was decided to put
the issue to the vote of the colony. On October 19, a vote was had and the
"No's" earried by a 5 to 2 majority. The voting was not always by seoret ballot,
for in more than one blook & group of Issel stood by the ballet box all day and
watohed each voter. *t was diffioult under the eiroumstances for many Nisei to
vote "Yes," even though they may have wantee to do so. Bgosuse of the overwhelming
majority in the vote, this ended the theatre issue once and for all so far as
the colony was concermed, What is to happen to the already purchaped lumber is
still to be decided,

34, Tt seems to the writer that many of the Causasians are very sympathetic
but also dncompetent and inefficient. They blame the "agitators "instead of their
incompetence.
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From this point onward, however, things in the eolony began to cool off,

The cool weather probably had something to do with it since it prevented people
to ocongregating to discuss their ills, but probably the most important factors
were the lssuance of elothing to all workers during the middle of Oetober and

| the payment of some of the August wages toward the end of the month,

Toward the end of the month, the weatler became ioy ocolds Frost was a
daily vieitor, and snow fell for the first times The interest in the colony
shifted to eatching geese (illegally) snd them fooling the military police.

Pleas were made for more beet-workers, and some responded. On Osteber 18, a
few of the blooks resceived their olothing allowance for Augusts the others had
to wait when a sudden change was made in the poliey.

The City Charter was completed and announced to the public on Ostober 21,
but there was little interest ih it at the time being. On the 24th, the announce-
ment was made that four doctors (ineluding Dr. Yarade, Dr. Iki, and Dr, Uyeyama)
were leaving the eenter, but even this did not ereate much stir,

Thus, we have seen that the Tule lake projeot underwent ite eritical period
between the first week of August and the middle of October. The trouble began
slowly with minor confliets over lumber, minor irritations over whirlwinds and
dust, minor complaints about the stench ceused by the brokem pipe in the cesspool.
Gradually the resentment grew as wages were not paid, as misunderstandings arose
over the canteen profité. The explosion cmme first over the ahodarakyo incident
and then the major farm strike in which martial lew was barely averted. Then
came a seories of orgeanized protests--gtrikes in tbn\ packing shed, the construction
orew, and the mess hall erewes Then there was a lull during whieh internal strife
marred the attempt at organized protest. The Nigsei-Kibei confliet came out after
some brutal bektings. An intra-Nisei squabble arosge over the gueen contest. Then
came the eoal econfliet, the theatre issue, and the broadeast fight, Conflict
after conflict, misundergtanding and suspicion, .l'hil period marks the darkest
spot in the history of the first half year in Tule lake.
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Thlnclbomthuiotdmmthocnlofmr. On the 20%th, an
election was held for members of the Issei Flaming Boarde On the same day, the
Publiec Assistance Grants for July, August and September were finally paide Om
the 28%h, six people went on trial before the Judieiary Committee for thefte
On the 30th, the J.A.C.L. held a ocampwide meeting to plan for a future program
for the Nigei in the camp. On the 3lst, the Harvest Festival was helde iy
began in the morning with a parade (which ineluded units similar %o those found
in Japanese parades), and in the afternoon there was a sarnival with bingo,
ball throwing, wheels, penny piteh, sketohes, darts, fish pond, entertainment and
raffle drawing, and greased pige The whole day was declared = holiday. Just
prior to the program, August paychecks were distributed. All of these fastors
helped to alleviate the ill-feeling and raised the morale eonsidersably.

On November 2, the schedule for the Cabaret Internationale--a troup to tour
the camp--was ammounced. Dr. Howard K. Beale of the National Sgudent Relocation
Couneil came to the center to 1lift the morale of prospective students. On the 4th,
the Planning Board of the Issei waz established end began functioning. On the
6th, some of the September pay checks were distributed and the remainder were
given out within e feow dayse This myment wns a surprise to everyone who expeoted
to mit another two months or so for the next pay. Needless to say, it greatly
raiged the morale.

The Nisel seemed to be quite anxious to help oute When it was announced that

" there was a shortage of labor in the farm, n-rgmnrkoorpgnnpsvmm
%o work voluntarily, Om the Tth, when the Dispateh announced that the Army
wanted Wisei for Japanese language instructors, many exprcssed their intention
to volunteer and did so in Decenber.

There was soms grumbling about lumber, as usual, The colonists had been
warned Sime and again agaliist stealing lusber, ® but some of them eoutimmed

85, Tulean Dispateh, November 4, 1942
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to take the lumber that had been purchased for the theatre, Thedesire of the
colonists for lumber at this time was understanddble. The winter wap rapidly
approaching and many did not have emough wood to meke povches. As long as the
eolonisgts felt that the lumber belonged to the Caucssians, they did not feel that
it was wrong to take it if they oould get sway with it, Wardens who watsched the
piles were ridiculed and ealled downs

"¥r, warden, you must remember that you are a Japanese yourself

and yl:l'lhuld not take the side of the keto against your ewm

people.

"Why do you woung fellows contimue to liok the tails of the Kete?
Can't you find anything better to dot"

"I% seems to me that wardens should help wus steal the lumber.,"
The wardens, however, kopt their vigil, and the thefts died down,

On November 12, the sale of sorip bocks for the ecooperatives went into
effects On the follewing day, the Tulean Dispatch carried a headline thet the
wardens were "oracking down" on gambling in the colony. This wes a farce and
the Iggsel took it in good humore Yumors had it that one of the wardens had been
caught in a den himgelf, On the 17th plans for higher education in the center
were announced and prospective students were asked to register, On the 19th, the
Dhat.h oarried an artiocle on the ruling of the Oregon federal judge on the
unsonstitutionality of the evacuation of Nisels V ry few Nisel, however, seemed
to be concerned,

By this time, the real winter weatlher began to set in, The thermometer dropped
below 10 degrees, and many Californians experienced bitter cold for the first
time, Snow piled as high as six inches in some spots although it wes usually
mich less. On some days, the rain dremched the areas On the 1l4th, an wnusually
severe gale blew out the power lines and the ocamp was in complete darkness from
about $:30 pm, to the next morning.

During this period, the intere:ts of the commrity ranged from the sublime
to the ridiculous. lMany ¥isei asuddenly became faseinated by the Ouija board,
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Groups met in rooms of friends and earnestly sought the emswers to the dark future,
This widespread fad may have been to a basie feeling of inseocurity that many
Nisel unguestionsbly have, ‘he interdst in the luija board seemed to be ncoome
panied by extreme interest in the outside world, a rising interest in getting
out through Student Relooation, a rising interest in the possibilities of Nised
baing drafted by the Army.

Another fosal point was the City Chartere For some time, The Idsei did not
take mch interest in the Charter; however, when the day for the voting was
amouneed, many of them got together and noted the desirability of the sharter,
The ¥isei did not seem too conoerned, although the scharter was foir an all-Nigedi
Counoil, One of the strongest arguments advanced against the charters was that
Walter Tgukamoto had drewm 1t up and therefore it ves subject to suspieions In
the final vote on November 16, itwas ratified by a narrow margine

About thies time, the beet field workers began te return to the center in
large mumbers, and the interest shifted to theme Reports about outside sondi-
tions eirculated, and stories were told of how certain people succeeded in
bringing whiskey back into the ocemter, The Military Poliey went sarefully through
all baggage and even searched some of the men, but gsomehow or other, ligquor did
get into Tule lake.

In the egtrmem oold, the interest in coal also roses Rumors spread that
there was not enough cosl, md they had to be offieially denied in the Tulean
Dispateh on November 28, Whenever a coal truck eame in end dumped coal in the
block coal pile, people rushed out from all dh-octt‘ou with buckets and eans
and boxes and hauled it eway %o their rooms. S0 many people dabked after the
coal that it wes igposcible to use the wheelbarrows that were availsble and
sometimes so much coal was taken thet the fireman for the washrooms hed diffi-
culty in keeping him boiler going. *“t one time, only powdered coal was to be
found in any of the plles., Distribution was slow at that time because of the
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lack of truecks.

On November 20, meat oconservation was announced, but the Issei seemed %o
understand snd very few complained, On the following day, plans for the payment
of unemployment compensation were announceds This wes supposed t0 have been paid
from September, but due to the incompetence of the man heading the employment
office, it was never tltmo.:m Interest rose in the Army language school over the
weekend when several Nisei soldiers came to the center to recruit Nisei for work
in the Intelligence Service.Bn the 26th, the morale took a leap when the colo-
nists were given turkey for Thanksgivinge-with all the trimmings. The cooks in
some mess halls stayed up all night to prepare the food, and the day was one
of gailety and festivities.

The Army school issue oaused some split among the colonistse Nany Nisei
wished to goj some beeause they wished to prove their lovalty to the United
States and some because they oould no longer stand the life in campe Many of
the Nisei faced the opposition of their parents who in turn had to buck the
opinion of the commmmitye Apparently there was little complaint &f a Nisei
were drafted (since them he could not help himself), but there was some opposition
to Visei volunteering for the United Statee Army, Some of the opposition, of
course, arose wm‘m parents thought their song were to be used as opiu.”
Women (mothers and relatives of boys in service) passed about the sen-nin-bari

(needle of a thousand hends)3® to send to the soldiers, Here again, there was
little opposition if the lad had been drafted, but people were hesitant about
helping volunteerse. At any rate, in spite of opposition, over B0 volunteers
lef't the camp,

36, The placement officer for a long time tried his best to get some other
department to do the work thit he was supposed to doe ‘inally he shoved part of
the work on to the Soeial Welfare Department, This did not solve the problem,
however, eand at the date of writing, the question is still ih the air,

87. This was not true; the men were used as interpreters.

88, The superstition is that i€ asoldier -(in Japan) wears the belt in
which 1,000 different hands have sewed stitches, he will never die, This is
done widely in Japan for mem in the Jepanese Army.
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On the 23rd of November, nominations were made for members of the new City
Couneils Many Issei participated in the nominations and elections and tried %o
bring in people whom they felt they ecould control since they themselves sould
not et in, As ueual, the Nisei took very little interest in the affair,

The half year petdod that we are considering in this seotion ended on an
ominous note, News had come from Poston of a riot by "pro-Axis" elements, A;
the same time, preparationa were being mede to put up a barbed wire fence separating
the residents from the Camocasian pergonnel and the warehouse area, The colonists
were not half as distrubed about this as were the teachers and some of the
Caucasian persomnel, but gsome expressed their resentment sgainst the Arny.

Thus, we ocan see that from the end of Ootober, the situation guieted dowm.
With the payment of salaries, much of the distrust of the cgumnns wes drivem
under (naturally the hatred still remained.) Some of the more level-headed Issei
began to take things into their hands. The Issel set up their planning board;
they attempted to sontrol the election of counoilmen; the coop got under way
with their support. Even among the Nisel, the J.A.C.L. made their bid for some
unity snd aotion. Aside from the paycheoks, the Harvest ri-unl sarnival and
the Thanksgiving dimmer probably served as powerful impetuses te the raising of
the morale in the camp, As the erisis situations digappeared, those who had
spoken loudly against the administration began to quiet downe-gome things they
could nof longer say. Other Igsei began to take over the driver's seat.

Summary, Analysis, and r::mun Conclusions

Following the ewacuation and relocation eorisis, successive groups of evaocuees

attempted to adjust themselves to the life in Tule lake, From May 27 omn, group
after group added to the population of Tule lLake, "hen we concern ourselves
with goals and aspirations, howsver, we can spesk definitely only of the first
groups thot arrived., To them there might have heen a goal, but it would be
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almost impossible to pick out any common aspiration that might have deen held
by the suceceeding groups from 'inm. Aghop. or Pinedale.

It seemed that most of the people who came in the advence ocrew had the
desire of sooperating with the Cgueasians to make Tule lake "the best relocation
conter in the country."” D3Dlocks competed against bloscks end people tried their
best to help each other adjust to the caup life, The first group from Portlnad
and Puyallap might have felt that way because they looked upon Tule Lake as their
permanent home for the duration of the war, and the rural people from Clarksburg
were perhaps even happy that the anxiety of the pree-svacuation days was overs
These goals, however, were lost as the succeeding groups entered the campe-lost,
never to be revivede--and these goals were attained only by individuals, not by
any group. People took great pains to fix up their own living quarters to make
them as oomfortable as possible, dbut the helping hands were withdrewn from others.

The first irubh/:t.:n'uhrn people began ooming in in large mumbers.
From this point on it could not be said that there wes any common définition
of the situation or of goals. Many may have had ideas as to what they wished to
do themgelves, but interest in the welfare of the commurity was loste The people
were regtless and wmeasy and acted in random fashion, A;itstorl came to the
soene and Atho situation was such that they were able to foous the attention of
the people on certain discontents, Seotionasl strife broke out; arguments arose
over the lowvmess of the wagesj trouble began on the farm; struggle after struggdd
came over lumber; arguments arose over canteen profits; Kibel and Nisei eyed
each other with suspieion and distrust; fights broke out throughout the oamp,
In esch of these unfortunate situatiens, agitators were able %o blame someonsee
usuelly the Cguoasian administration.

From the begimning of August the milling about ceased to be as almless and
random as before, The people began td feel that the Caucasians in the adminige
tration were trying their best to teoke everything they could away from the
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unprotected Japsnese. Some decided that the onlymy to solve the issue was o
strike and force the hands of the Caucasians. &inoce there was so much diseontent,
it was relatively simple for a few agitators to stir up trouble., Then, came the
storme

Trouble began with the shoderakyo and immediately thereafter the farm strike
broke outs Then came the strikes im the packing shed and the construction orew.
The furniture factory closed down. Feople were beaten up. Another flareup aceurred
over the eoal gituation, The building of & theatre unnecesserily bScame & major
issue and caused much discontent, The issue of dbroadeasting %o Jepan split the
factions in the community. Finally, came the camp-@ide mess hall gtrike, Thus,
we had the pekiod of organized protest, The Issei in the ecolony seemed almost
unified im their defiant stand against the administration,

Gradually the tenseness began to die down. The aimless milling about and
the organized protest seemed to fade away. People began to go about their way
preparing for the eold winter to come. Minor orises arese, but they did not
sttract as mudh attention as theymight have before.

’ Was the trouble due to the agitators alome, as sowe people in the Cawoasiam .5
abaiadetratiin Sarasuskl son 45 WNiak? I8 sesms dhad "aittater” i 6o simple
an answer and probably a ratiomalization on the part of some who ‘.!"4;“»1'1’ at
faults What, then, were the probable factors that led to the strife in Tule lLake?

Hr't. of all, it geems that poor orgenization, lack of foresight, and ineffie
olenoy on the part of the administrative personnel wes the major factor. Tb
!o.ot that the administration hadno direct means of communication with the Issed
in the colony until September was itself sigrificent. Beocause of a sgupid W.,R.A. //
ruling egainst the use of the Japanese language (ne fault of the project adminis-
tration) the Issei were vmable +to understand what was going ond, Naturally they
began to view things with suspieion, Numerous promises were made in regard %o

wages, working conditions, lumber, and other things, but were never kept--or hpt
too lates Wages were not pald for months and many questioned the cinoority of
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th0 I’.R.A. No arrangement was mede ahead of time for the distrdbution of sersp

Mn this naturally led to a wild sorembles The Inefficiency of the workers
in the edwinietration might be illustrated by the eesspool ineident which caused
g0 muoch discontent, but in numerous pesitions Nisel working under incompetent
Caucagians were much betber trained than they weree. lLack of task on the part
of the Cauecasian persomnel probebly wes the major factor oausing the dissgreeadble
gsituation in ocomneetion with coal unloading and the theatre as well as with the
issue of broadeasting to Japane ﬂu.. wo see that while the agitators did do
muuonblo damage, the incompetence and Mnoimy of the udninistntin per=
sennel provided Ghe ammmitien for theme Spupid errers probably did more tham |-
unything else to prevent a hur-nm adj\uhmt io the eamp lu‘o. Kd

‘!'ho ulon!.-t-. on tho cblnr hand, are not without fault. The pro-ixis
ogihtoummomuthonhnytotmnptho ory as soon as the situation- /'é
nade it poulbh Por ham to be hoard. Outlilc Mtﬂmluu were brought ilato
'tlu center to mh ldjntunt diffioult; for example, there was the Tgukamotoe
ki situation, Furthermore, the feeling of many of the people that the war would
be over soon and that the onmup was not a permanent home probably msde some dife
forence, ad the people all felt thet there was no eseape from Tule lake, they
might have worked much harder to make the place as comfortable as possible.

Ferhaps & final factor contributing to the unrest was the physiocal elementse.

The terrible dust, the wind,the whirlwinds and them the cold and snow probably
did not make anyene happye The diseomfort probably did serve to make people
disgruntled and ready to ery out,

'l‘hu, we can see that thon were several factors that contributed bo tb v
unrest in Tule Lake. It eamnot be axplained in terns of "agitators” alome.

Aghr the dark days had passed, the people gradually adjusted themselves
to the camp life, HNow leadersiip began to rise smong the Issei; the Nisel were,
on the whole, apathetio as usuale As the W.R.A, began %o fulfill some of thair

promises, the milling about almost ceased. Diseipline once more prevailed. -
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Means were set up to prevent, if possible, the recurrence of trouble., Thus,
at the end of Wovember, six months after the first evacues set foot in Tule Lake,
the eolony seemed to be on its way to the formation of a new social ordere-new
weye and institutions by whieh they are to live for the duration of the war,

Phat were the goals and aspirations of $he eveouees whem they first arrived
in Tule bake? There might have been goals for the first group thet arrived, tut
it is diffioult to say there any exlsted after the Wallerge people began coming in,

Yhat were the factors that impeded the reaching of these pgoals (of she first
arrivals) and how were the impeding situstions brought abont? The misunderstanding,
the suspiocion and the distrust caused considersble milling around and non~cooperationj
this was made worse by agitators whe were givem their ecue by the ineffieiency and
ineompetence of the administrative persomnel,

What were the factors that contributed to the reaching of these goals? The
goals have mnot been reached.

A% Jong laste-afber six montha--it seems that the residents in Tule bake
lnn rmny settled dm. This dows not meany however, that mthing ean hnpp.. ¢
The inoidents of the summer months probebly did not create any new nttitudn 2=
ot bitternesss those attitudes existed long before but were drawn out from their
latent status by the situatiom. Onece more these attitudes have become dormant,
but they mey be drawn ﬁp again by some gtupid blunder. Perhaps new mechanisms
of oontrol san be set up before the reeurrence of origes. J

e



