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fire-bug (ineluding two possibilities: a maniso and = person against canteens).
Among some of the typical comments were:

"I'm certainly glad it wasn't someone's home that burned down."”

"Lucky no one was hurt."

"The canteen burned down. We never wanted it in this ward anyway."

"Oh boy, now we can have a fire sale."

"I left my shoes in there for repair. I wonder waht happened to my shoes."
No one seemed to be too concerned about the faot that the canteen burned down,
little realizing that the store belonged to the colonists. Rumors had it that
the canteeen was not covered by insurance because no company would take the risk.
Some were actually glad the the money-robbing canteen had burned.

The fire brought to fore several questions that had been moot up to this
point. Many of the Issei who had argued against canteens had thought that it
was an instrument through which the W.R.A. could take back from the Japanese
the meager wages that they earned. (Wages had not yet been paid.) Thus,
they may have Belt happy about the fire, However, many learned within a few
days that the stores belonged to the people and that the people would suffer

16

the loss if there were any.” Some of the reastions were:

"As long as they make money, the keto take it all., As soon as
there is a loss, they charge it to the Japanese. It's just like
the keto."

"If it was our store, why didn't they let us run it? We asked for

low prices, but they keep on setting it. Yow they tell us it's
ours because they lost something."

Along with this grumbding about the canteen profits came grumblings about
wages. Everyone seemed to be spending money--especially those with many shildren
and some had exhausted their meager savings. Since no one had yet been paid
their June wages, the demand grew for the payment of something. Some felt that

the keto never had intended to pay anyway and used the tardiness as an example

16. The store was fully covered by insurance.
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of the insincerity of the Caucasian,

Another ineident occurred that heightened the ill-feeling between the
administration and the colony. On August 5, some irresponsible Issei had made
some uncomplimentary remarks about Caucasians. A¢ an Issei entertairment on that
date, when all Caucasians were ocoupied elsewhere at gome party, the announcer
said over the public address system: "Sinece there are no keto here tonight, we
can say and do anybhing that we please."l7 This statement was preceded and
followed by naniwabushi end ahodarakyo, songs and aots which glorified Japan.

Some of the songs glorified the Japanese Arq.“ Some of the Igsei who attended
were shockedj otheras apparently. did not think much about it and simply had a
good time,

It was not long that rumors began to spread throughout the eamp that the
man who had been amouncer had been arrested by the F.B.I, and had been sentenced
to 20 years in prison, This rumor did the rounds before the C;umhnl in the
adminigtrative personnel even kmew about the incident. The feeling ran high,
however, and there was open antagonism against the sdministrations "hen the
man in charge of Iggei recreation was disohurgd.“thil was taken as proof that
the ndninhtntim/mho incident and the hunt began for the stool pigeon.

A few days later, after many wild hunohes,?one of the blook menagers was
accused of being the steol pigeon, ¢ received an anonymous letter (in perfect
English) throatening his life. Wardens were assigned to guard his house and
had to shage away young ¥ibei groups armed with two-by-fours. Eweryone "knew"
who the "stoolis" was and everyone seemed to be out to get him. The Kibed and
Igsel elements were up in arms; the Nisel looked on with mild inbterest.

I7.  ictually, this statement was m de in eomection with something else.

There is a W.R,A, ruling against soliciting donations, and the announcer, in
asking for donations, was remarking that no one would kmow the difference anyway.
18, w are not petriotie songsj they are to nake people laugh

19, man was discharged for other reasons. He had not followed one of

the reoreation director's orders.

20e Christian ministers were accused of nquunuo
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On August 14, a committee of lssei, Nysei and Kibei representatives met
with Mr, Waller of the recreation staff to settle the issue. ipparently Mr.
Waller had found out about the ineident somehow in the meantime, At that time,
the administration (represented by ¥r. Waller) bent over baslkwards to let the
incident ge=eproviding there could be some guarantee that the thing would not
happen ngeines Pleans were mede for an Igsei recreation committee to supervise
all Igpel emtertaimmentes., The eonflicts did not settle dowm here, for some of
the Issei refused to cooperate with the new committee and the actors tagged along
with the man who was digohesged. This issue, however, was swarmed under by
other events,

From the first of August there had been much grumbling on the project farme
1t was being badly mismanaged by ineompetent Caucasien personuel, who apparently
¥new little sbout farming and less about labor relationse On top of the poor
organization, wages had not been pald for months, elothing was wearing out but
no replacements were coming in, the workers had not been issued zlovea and their
ovm had worn out, the mess halls promised to the farmers in July had not yet
been constructed and the men were forced to eat in the blazing heat and dust,

From the very begimning the farm hed been disorganized, There was a major
oonf'liet between Mr, Fastman, the division head, snd Mr, Kallam, the seotion head.
¥hile ¥r, 5 stman plamed things, Mre Kallam went straight ahesd without sone
sulting his superior and did things to suit himself. Naturally, ¥r, E stman was
unable to do much after certain crops had been planted in area that he had
planned to use for something else. This situation often worked a hardship en
the men working in the fields for there would be contradictory orders and silly
repetitionss The men werking in the flelds were mostly experienced farmers who
knew of the mistekes that were being made. They cared 1ittle, however, sinee it
wae not their farm (go they thougit) and besause they were working just to 1411
time anywaye. :
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The Caucasian staff continued to make promises, but none of them were kepte
The conditions went from bad to worse and finally on the morning of August 15,
the farmers went on strike. They demanded the payment of their wages; they
demanded clothing and equipment; and they demanded better food. As the demands
indioate, the ills had been asoumulating for @ long time. >he think thet tended
off the strike was the food situation. On the morning of the k5th, the farmers
had been asked to go to work with two pileces of bread and tea for breakfastl The
food hall been getting progressively worse, but this was as much as some of the
men could stand.

The strike became a gemeral strike. All vehicles except hospital ambulances
and mess hall trucks were forced to stop., Some even wished to stop them. Since
it was & Saturday (no work in the afternoon) there was fortunately no conflict
between strikers and non-strickers. A general meeting of all work crew foremen
was held in the afternoon and a committee to negotiate with the administration
was nominated.

Unfortunately, M¥r. Shirrell had gone to San Fransisco on official business.
The whele matter was left in the hands of the young and incompetent assistant
director, Mr. Knyn. Somehow or another the cormittee and the Caucasians bungled
through and a tenstive agreement wes reached. Fully realizing that they were
at fault for mamy of the difficulties, the administration promised to fulfil the
demands of the strikers.

At the Mugiguiz, a program for the Nisei, held that night, the news of the
gtrike was announced., It was met with cheer and applause. Howewer, when the
man anmounced that the strike had been settled, a much louder applause and cheer
went upe-indicating that the Nisei were not too sympathétic with the anti-adminis-
tration attitudes of some of the fiseei farm workers.

Some of the Nisei said:

"What the helll TIf those dumb Issei knew what the score was they wouldn't
raise such a fuss."
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"I don't see any reason why I have to quit work just because some old
farm men want me to. Why ghould I

"If the farmers want %o have a strike, it's their own damm business.
I don't want to get messed up in this one."

"Do you think the soldiers will come in? After all you can't strike
against the goverrment."

These were not comments of typical Nisei, however., Most Wisei did not seem too
be too interested in what was going on. The Musiquiz program was of much greater
interest to them.

Some of the Fssei commented:

"If we must have a strike, let's have a strike. But if we must
have one, let's do it cleanly and get it over with like real

Japanese and not let it &rag on like a bunch of women."

" I don't think we can do mueh hefe in this camp. After all the
keto have been taking advantage of us for a long time. But now
that'f 1t's stambed, let's see it thorugh to the end 1like men."

"These damm keto promise and promise. Thoy have Mh tongues,
but their hands never cateh up with their tongues. They'll pro-
bably give us more promises now."

"It is woong to fight and to start trouble, but once something is
started, men see & throughf. We ghould try to settle all the diff.
ioulties as soon as nossible and live in peace."

On ﬁunduy evening, August 16, there was a campewide mass meeting on the
strike issue. ‘he leeders who had negotiated with the administration nro’ o
tell themen what had happened. Ihe meeting was scheduled for 8 o'clock on the
Outdoor Platform.

Latgé groups of men began gathering at the firebreak about 7330, ‘he
young Chrisitian church group was holding a meebing at which Rev. Caleb Foote
was the guest speaker, Since the Chrigitians held the outdoor platform and
had the publioc address system, the agreement was that they would leave at 8 and
that the strike meeting would take place at that time. If the Christians were
not though, then the strikers were to meet at the sumo ring down the firebreak.

The Chrisitan meeting dragged on and ome, but the strikers could not meet

at the sumo ring without a public address system because there were too many
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there and no one could be heard. In spite of the pleading of the leaders, the
men started to walk toward the platform in large numbers and began heckling the
speakers. Some of the men started to demand that the microphone be taken away
from the speaker. Agitators entered the scene and began making demands.

The situation was tense, There were thousands of men present by this time.
The erowd was made up almost entirely of Issei and Kiwei and all the talking
was in Japanese. The whole group was milling around relemtlessly and the people
were ready for anything. Some men started demanding action. Some wanted to
rush the stage; others wanted to fight it out with the soldiers stationed on the
other side of the project.

The Christian meeting finally ended at 8346 and the strikers took overthe
platform. ‘here were some delays in getting bulbsmand in convineing the man in
sharge of thepublic address system that a meeting was to take place and that
his mierophone would be used whether he liked it or not. WNo one dared %o speak
in English, for ories would immediately go up. "Nihom go de yealel"("Say it in
Japanesel"). Anything that had anything to do with Caucasians was in disfavor,

The various speakers tried to calm down the men. They reported on the
status of their negotiations. They stated that the Caucasians had sgreed to
do everything that had been demanded. “he men were not satisfied, however, and
began heckling the speakers. The genmeral feeling was that the committee had
not asked enoughe The speakers hed to promise that they would give their lives
if necessary +to see that the keto kept their promises, for the men were rather
akeptioal about anything promised by the a@ministration.

The regular meeting finally broke up et 9340 after many hot words had been
wxchanged, however, & group of agitators and the discontented stood nearby and
began to protest to the speakers. Immediately the crowd came ruming back, ery-

ing, "Nagure! nagurel" (sock him). One of the cooks presemt had started the

trouble by saying that he did not have enough food to feed his people. Immediate-
ly there began a long and drswn-out disouui;m of the food dituation in the camp.
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The biekering went on and on and the speaker was heckléd no matter what he said,
The leader fimally said that if he was not desired by the men, he wanted some

of those who were complaining about him in whispers to get up and sgy what they
had to say over the microphone. Immediately, everyone hushed up and the agi-
tators cquieted down; no one took up the challenge. “imlly. one old man got

up and skillfully made fun of the situation and asked the men to calm downe

He was such a skillful speeker that he won over the audience.

It was not until £ very late that a memms was discovered to controlmthe
sudience, One middle-aged mam, reputed to have been a soldier in the Imperiel
Army, got up and bawled out the men. He shouted, "You act like a bunch of wommsa
and childrenw-complafning just because you didn't get what you wanted. Why
don't you act like Japanese, pull in your belt, straighten out proudly, and shut
up and take it like a men?™ At this, everyone quieted down. Wo one dared say
anything. Seeing how the appeal to racial pride worked, the other leaders used
the same techinique and finally sent the men home. It was finally decided that
everyone would go baok to work until Mr, Shirrell retirned from San Francisco;
at that tire, the committee would see him.

On the follewing morning, the agitetors were once again busy-trying to
prevent the men from going to work, ‘he Migei seemed mot to have paid any atten=
tion and were already at work. '_"ho agitators were shouting at the Issei telling
them that since they had come this far they would have to see it through. zhn
common sense arguments of the leaders pronilgd, however, and the man returned
to work. Once on the farm, however, the agitators stirsed such a rumpus that
the men stopped working and had another meeting. The trouble went on for weeks
but the feeling never rose again to the piteh of éunda;r night.(16th)

The period of organized protest wes well under way. The feeling against
the administration, all Causasians and against stool-pidgeons was wery high. The
men were serious, ready to ¥ill if necessary. The misfunderstanding and suspision
had almost reached its peak.
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While the farm strike and the ahodarakyo incidents disturbed many Issei and
Kibei, the Visei world went on almost uninterrupbed. After some struggle within
the city council, that body released jurisdietion over the cooperatives on Auge
ust 19, Kite-fling was the center of interest in some cireles, snd eachevening
dogens of kites(American and Japanese style) greeted the skiese On the 20th, a
skeleton was found in block 51, and this aroused some interest and specultion.
Peopde went in droves each evening and over the weekends to see the baseball
games, Un the following day, a Queen contest to select the queen for the Labor
Day celebration was announced and before long this became the fosus of interest
for many ¥isei,

On the 21st, an oratorical contest was anasounced. On the same day, plans
for Japanese baths were announced, ‘hen oame warnings from the administration
that scorpians were in the vieinity; this ocaused some fear for posters were put
up warning all residents(in both English and Japanese). On that day, the first
magazine sestion of the Dispatoh, containing articles, short stories, and poems
by Figel writers, came out, On the 22nd, there was a big musical show for the
Nisei. Thousands flocked out to the outdoor platform to listen to the artists
perfornm in a beautifMilly arranged and spectacular.show,

At long last, June wages began to be paid on August22. Many were supprised
and oould not believe that they were to be paid. Apparently the procedure had
been nﬁppod up sinoe the strike. The farm group was paid first, but the date
for paying the other erews was not announced ang ‘-uw just treked into the office
for their checks,

About this time, the Army relazed ibts hold over the colony. ©Soldiers were
relieved of the task of signing out peeple who were going out to the farm or on
hikes. The Department of Intermal Security %took charge of sign-outs and packagh
inspeetion in the post-office. Tle latter move was welsomed by the colonists since
they were no longer required to walk %o thepos?-pffioe for their packages.. They

were delivesed, of‘ten unopaned.
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On fugnst 24, o Commmity Forum was held on the topiec of marrige, Meny
young girls (and old ones) afytended, some probebly beosuse they were trouhled
abeut their own status. The forun was tlaroughly enjowed because of the meny
wiseeracks, but wuestions were not ansered. On the following day, Dr. Blaisdell,
director of higher education for the W.R.A. come to the center to meet guestions
on higher eduscation in Tule lake, DNroad plans were drawn up although everyome
agreed that the major emphagis should he on student releocatiom,

On August 25, the first oold hit the cemter. Rain greeted the colonists
as they came out of their supper. Everyone was gleeful and happy that at last
the heat wave had beon ended and the dust had been stoppeds 't was really the
first series of eool days in months.

On the 27th and the 28th, the oratoriocal contests took place in typical
Wisei society fashion., The speeches given were very reminiseent of the type of
delivery nocepted in Figel cireles. During the contests, attended by several
hundred Nisei, several of the candidates for gueen were presented, From thisg
point on, the interest in the econtest was strong. Work crews entered their
candidates; friemds collected votes; rostersvere pasted up throughout the oamp,
By the 28th, 15 candidates were entered.

On the 28th, plans for the merit system were relessed, MNany were at first
doubtrui if the system would work; many, in fact, felt that it would be dangeroms
te ask foreman to rate their crsws--especially on the farm. ‘here were diffice
culties in reeruiting personnel for the committee, dut it finally started.

On the following day, ¥r. Shirrell, roum;g the sdvise of colanists, adde
ressed the coleny 4in a general meetinge. With the help of an sble interpreter
he outlined the mew policies of the ".R.,A, as they had been wokked out in the
récent conference that he had been attending, e discussed wage peliey, poliey
on dmaves, on room and beard, clothing allowances, grants, and several other
items, The meeting was attended most b y Issei men. xh-y did not seem too
impressed, although they did sit for 2 hours and 20 minutes i: the baking sun
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lgtening very patiemtly emewhen Mr, Shirrell was spesking in Eaglish. “ome
of the comments werej

"If he can keep his promiges that he made, tlds camp might be
all right, T don®t knmow 4if he oam,

"Tt's a1l right to talk, but I'd like to see something done. Je
talked sbout slothes. 7'1l bet we won't get them, They will
think up seme exouse by the time the momey is to be circulated."

"You Ynow how the keto are. ‘hey talk and telk and they mever
mean what they saye I've heard things like that before.

"Oh, the telkc is alllright, e works very hard, but he just
doesn't understend the feeling of the Japanese."

"I told you they weren't going to raise smybody's sslary. ‘hey
alveys tell lies and then blame somebody else."

“He daid he wanted us to get out, PYoes that mena that we ocan go home?
Where else oan I go?™

On the seme day, several other armounsements were mede. Jhe eolony wes
told thet the W,R.., would not he able to get tires after present supplies are
exhausted, This maturally disturbed some people, besause they wondered whow
they would get food in the winter if there were not trucks to deliver food %o
the mess halls, As one Kibei mam remarked,"7het the hell is this snyway? They
put us in a pleece like this to teke careof us for theduration, "§'ve been here
only for a few months, and they're yelling about ghortages alreadyl"™ On that
day, kite fifing was bammed hecsuse of the denger to the colohdsts should hkere
be smy trouble in the power limes(which are uncovered); people went aheed anyways
“n the following dey, it was mmmounsed thet Issei eould hold eppointive offises
in the colony; no une seemed to take this too seriously.

Feeling ran high emong some Nisel over the beatings admi istered by some
wiruly Kibel in the cemter, On Auguet 2%, loward Imageki, editer of the Tulesn
Digpatch was gorionsly beaten up by & group of Kibeis, Although there were reasans
why he was beaten up that were to some extent wnderstandable,’’ as lsususlly tiue

21, See the section on Community DisBrgenizetion
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in most conflicts, the reasons were not clear}y known and meny Nisei came to
the conclusion that Kibei were too hot tempered. Rumors were rampant about other
instances of beatings; some Nisei commenteds

"These god damm Kibei bastards; they're so hot tempered thet when
they get mad they just see red and kill somebody. It's a wonder
somebody hasn't been killed here yer."

"They're the most unreasonable guys around. They're so pro-Japan
that they're not interested in understanding anything that has anye-
thing to do with America. 'hey can't understand English and they
take lots of things the wrong way."

"You kmow how they are. ‘hey just get mad end go off the beam. They

zet everybody in trouble because they don't give a damm what the oute
siders think of us in here. <“hey'fe all planning to zo back to Japmn

anyway. I hope they go,"

"We ought to get up a gang of tough Nisei and beat the hell out of
some of them."

The feeling ran high for a few weeks. After a trial in the Couneil's
judieiary committee over the Imageki cade, the Council amnounced plans to combat
what they labeled as "gansterism.">>

I, the meantime, the first call was made for labor in the autmn harvessk.
Representatives of sugar beet companies visited the camp to ask for labor. A,;
first the people were a bit cautious about going, but soon many were signing upe.
A surprisingly large number of Nisel signed up to work in the beet@fields. Some

of their comments weret

"This is & hell of a place, <+ figxiro no matter how bed Idaho is, it
can't be worse than this place, want to get out of here."

"I need some money so I can get out to go to school, ‘ve evaouation
left me broke and I fiugre I ean pick ubp something in this deal.”

"I haven't goen whiskey in months. That means more to me than national
defenses *he hell with the farmers. I want to get some fun out of
this -'

"I can't make any contacts here. I firure if I were out of it would
more or less easier for me to meet people that could help me."

"Anything to get out of this dump.”

22. Tulean Dispatech August 26, 1942. Seé also the confidential report of
Judiciary CommiGtee %5 The council of the seme date. GSee slao Field Notes (TS),
fugust 22, 26, and 28, and section on Community DisBrganization.
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‘“ims, for varied reasons many Wisei lsft the center. When we consider the fact
that a large number of Kssei alse lef't, we might conclude that helping in the
defense effort wns ome of the least important motives laading #a the exodus.

In the meantime, other difficulties were ovcuring. On August 24, the trouble
in the construction erew began. fhoy sould not go on a strike because meny of
the orew were busy installing sheet rock and their guitting would cause ine
convenience to the people. It was not long after they had helped the farmers
in their strike, that grievances of their orn developed. Soon when half of their
orew was laid off for not obeying orders, the trouble hosan.z:

‘he situetion on the farm was still not much better and for several weeks
it seemed that the men were on the verge of having anotherstrike-ethis time to
end all disagreements one way or the others Fortunately, nothing more happened
on the ru-n,z‘ but on the 28th, the mekers went on a strike. ‘heir mein denand
was for apronsg, and the matte was settled before long.

On August 27, theee “isei(ome of them a perpetual trouble-makerd were cmught
in the town of Tule Lake end arrested. Very few people in the colony Saund out
abottt this, but the irresponisblile action of these boys caused the administration
many unneoessary headaches.

On the same night, canteen no. 4 (in the administration area) was robbed of
§95. end 20 cartons of cigarettes. 'he thief gained entrsnce through a rear
window. e was apparently am amateur Sor he lef't many finger prémnts and foot
prints. This was the first major theft in the oa-p.zs

Un August 30, a fight took place in block 42 that in some weys conserned the
whole camp. Ome of the mriéieipants, a butcher, had been discharged because some-
one had been stealing meat from the shop(ne one proved that he had dome it.)

. 2ils of the diffiocult  can be found in the section Fom Communi
Disorganization. Most of the "social probjems" mentioned in this ohapter will
be treated more eritieally in that chapter,

24s “he farm has been p‘?g;t\nlly the souree of trouble. It cemnot be said
that the farm was ever cuiet. ere wes always trouble and misunderstanding, but

this period was relatively quiet.
26, Tulean Dispatoh, ‘ugust 29, 1942
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The major complaint was not that someone was depriving the colony of meat, as
might be expected, but the fact that a colonist (the steward) had squealed on
fellow eolonists to the administration., As a result of the "squealing" men were
discharged(probably the wrong men), It was a matter of tedling the keto that
irritated many.

In the mesntime, in Figei ocircles, the queen ocontest decame the major
foous of attention, The interest mose and rose until Septembe- 1, seferal
thousand people sttended a program introdueinz the lovelies to the people. AS
the coudst got under way, tricks were played and charges and counter-charges
were made, “he Records Office was acoused of stuffing the ballot bos. Suppore
ters of ome eandidate scoused supp-rters of others of bgying ballots, of collects
ing wmsed bellotsfIssei did not take much interest and didn't vote) and marking
them to their wwn subifgs = “y the 2nd of September, 25 candidetes were ember-
ed and in the elstion of that day, all but seven were wliminated. During the
final campaigan to select the queen, more charges and counter-chrages were made,
and sven members of the reereation staflf, who were distribuiing the ballots, were
accused of dishonesty, Finally, on September 6, Migs Shiz Tamaki was selected
to rule.

In the memmwhile, there was a period of unpredissable weather. There was
rain, whish brought joy beceuse it eliminited dust. There was wind and the
accompanying whirlwinds, Then it becems unbearably hot agmin. Then once
agein 1t became freesing cold, All the ti o the feeling against the Caucasians
sas highe Suspicion and distrust against the keto was almost as high as the
disgust over the dust and the whirlwinds, ‘eople sontinued to dry vegetables
in preparation for the "winter starving."

Barly in September, the major focus of interest was on the confliot over
conl; however, several other items of interest avpear. Eohert Redfield of the
University of hhiugo visited the canp oan the lst end Lo see what could be dene

for the Viggl when the new W.R.A, policies wére drawn up. “he 0. W, I, brought
2Ce &cﬂ"mn (78) September 4, 1942 )
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in mmdreds of pamphlets that they foolishly thought could be used to change
the minds of the “ssei about Japan. These pamphlets were distributed only omee
(in Bnglish), for the editor of the Tulean Dispatoh was intelligent enoughte
know they they would only sow the seeds of greater strife. On September 3, the
announcement was made that ‘ule “ake farm progucts were being sold to other
projests; this brought some corments fram the Issei, dut withinf a few weeks
the grumbling died down. On the 5th, it was amounsed that all workers would
have to walk to work in order to save tires.

The oconflict over the esoal situation arose on September 1, when the bleek
danagers were told to inform their people that they either had to haul soal or
else do without it this winter, The whole thing ouuld have been worker out
amicably, and it seems that the trouble srose largely as a result of the stupide
ity of assistant director Joe Hayes. Fob some time pfior to the flare-up, there
had been some difficulty in getting smough people to .'hovd coal because it was
a hard job, a dirty job, and paid only $12. ‘he City Counoil asked that the
eoal workers be paid $19, but were told by ¥r, Shirrell that that could not be
done beocause of the regulations on wages. The coal crew hegan to quit work in
large numbers, and a serious situation arose beocsuse the trains had to he ume
loaded by a certein dete or else the projeet would be swede It was at this time
that the colonistsswere told bluntly; either shovel ceal yourself or do without,

Each blosk was asked %o cantribute theee volunbeer workers per night (each
volmteer to ret the next day off with pay) to unload the coal. Another diff-
foult faotor was the ssarity of trucks which nua it imposgible to work during
the day. The volunteers were asked te work for eight hours at night. Clothing
was furnished by the W.,R.A. Vhen some of the older men, who realiszed that some-
one had to do the work, adked if two of them could go and work four hours wach,
for some odd reason they were told,"No." Om the wiwle, the people responded
and sent the volunteer erew, but this was lqgoly bedause they had no altermati ve.
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In same blocks, the block mamagers put the question very subtly and the people
respanded well; £n other blocks, the heads were very frank and some resentment
eropped up. Some of the comments made in this commection were:
"Well, whether we like it or not, it looks like we have to do 1%,
Hell, It gets cold here. We have to have coal. If the other guys
don't want to haul the soal, I'll go after my own anyway."”
"It seems %o me that the e is some intedligent way of handling this
thing, There are plemty of young men around here. “hy should these
old men have to do that hard work3"
"They are making suckers out of ws againe Z‘hey pull us out of a
comfortable living and then dump us in a place like this. Th'n. they
oan't even take care of use. Here it is. A ocouple of months since
we came here and they re blackballing us already."
"So they're afraid of being sued by the railrosds, If the keto dom't
want to pay, why don't the keto get out there and haul the coal thems=
selves 1"

"We dddn't invite ourselves in here. xhoy put us here and they have
to take cam of us. Let them worry about it."

‘he volumteer srews wentf out for several nights, but before ling enough
permanent workers were recruited, Later on, a few Cauweasians from Tule luke
were hired (for 90 cents an hour) when the Japanese érew did not work fast enough

_for the railroad companys This caused some didficulty beosuse the lisei objected
to their being paid a few cents an hour for doing the same work, but the grumbe
ling died dmv before longe.

During the eeal situation, open resentment against dhe Caucagian persommel

wag loudly expressed, often justifisbly and more often becausec of some misundere
standing. Certainly, the whole event intensified the fesrz of many colonists that
terrible things were in store for them in the winter, Their distrust of the
Cemsasien increased markedly after this ineident., It was indeed unfortunate becamse
the diffiocutly was caused lergely by tlw way in whieh the propésition was presented
to the colony. FHad the matbter been put up to the people instead of coming down

as a threat, in all probability the stable elements in the eolony could have kept
things under control,
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On September 4, the construstion orew went on & strike whem half of their
orew was laid off. It if difficult to see why so may men were fired when one
ocongiders the faet that there was som much work to be done. In the menntims,
the workers in the furniture factory had gone on a strike and the msmufacturing
of furniture for the sehools and some of the office rooms had to lay in abeyance.

‘he celebration of “abor Day helpted to alleviate the dark days. The fes=
tivities began om “unday, September 6, with s sumo tournmament. on Monday, the
day began with a parade, follewed by o Flag dedication ceremony. In the aftermoon
there was open house and baseball gemes, At night, there were talent shows and
dances.

Ag usual, the prrade began late, A%t §130 the first group began. By that
time orowds lined the streetes that 1% was to pass, mostly Nigei or old Issei
carrying or watohing small ohildren, It was led by the wardens; then came the

Mmerioan Lerion vetersns and the boy sooutsj then csme the majorettes prancing
and the band, The girl reserves, the nursery school kiddies and the floats ceme
laste /mong the flonts were the besutifflly decorated farm float(which lifted
the pride of the farm worker) snd mumferous comie fluds , including the entry
of the I, termational Nuthouse Gang with the "Cueen of 1960"--a 200 puunder,

The rlag-dedication ceremony was held at the reviewinz atamd, Several
digrdtaries gave speeches; patriotic songs were sung; and the glag was pr esented
to an Issei who was a World War veberan. Many stood at attention as the flag
was reised and as the "Star Spangled Danner” was sung. It was interesting teo

note, however, that many people began to walk away as Mr. Shirrell got up te

27
speelk,

On September 8, the Tulesn Dispateh, ammounced timt black widow spiders were

27 It must be pointed out that the concept of layalty is very much em~
phagixzed by the minds of tha Iddel, They feel that their children should be
loyal too--regardless of the cowmtry to which they should be loyal. Some Issel,
however, have 2 more reeialistic view, .
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Yo be found 4, 4ne colomy., Thie greatly alarmed some people who had not seen
them before. On the same day, = 0all was m-de for some women workers on the farm.
This created some antagonism on the farm, but nothing serious heappened.

On September 9, several things happened that made it quite obvious that it
would not be too difficult to leave camp. A few people had left before this time,
but the number was so small that most of the residents thought that they were
to be confined for the duration of the war whether they liked it or hot. On this
day, there began a major drive to reeruit workers for the beet fields., Many whe
wore disgruntled seirzed the opportunity to leavej; this time there were geveral
Issel and Kibei, Murthermore, word came that the U.8. Army was looking for
Nisei who ocould read, write and speak Japanese to teach candidates for the I;-
telligence Service. Needless to say, many interpreted this as spy work, and the
opposition to volunteering was ‘rather stronge On the seme day, Robert Fraze
of the W,R,A, employment division came to the emmp to see if there were any
possibility of Nisei leaving to seek private employment outside, Since so many
wore leaving camp by this time for sugar beet work, for student reloeation, or
for employment, it became quite obvious that there were possibilities of escape.

On the l4th, school opened for 4,000 grammer and high school students.
There was no equipment to speak of 3 there were not enough teachers; supplies
had not yet been orderedj programs for students were not complete; everything
goomed %o be & mess, Many were amazed ot the nismanagement and the poor organi-
pation, Gtupid and pitiful errors were made; student teachers were incompetent;
young Migeil mothers were resentful of the "raw deal" their ohildren were getting.
Compleinte were plentiful from the students, the paretns, and from the teachers.
Everything was in an uprcar.

During this time, the new heavy stoves were installed and the residents

were reminded of the approashing winter., The chilly eveni~zs served as warningse

On September 13, 2 small nucleus of p'coplo opposed to the JACL met for
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