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BHIEF HISTORY QF THE MASUKAWA FAMI LY 

Th . par ntu oft_ 
( Mryoren) 

th_ o" int r .. ie, s re Tomosuk o and 

Koyuta/ Mai:.>ul .. a ,ta . Both ere orn in Hiroshima , Japan and or 

Iss i anc ·.,"'.)try . ., 

'h · cnildhood of Tomoouke vfanw:awa io unkno · n du to t !""> 

!ac t that his childr n cannot reca _l bUCh nt and Mr . Masuka n. 

ia d c · a oed o Hist ory sine arri al t o tho Unit d 'tat s is kno.m , 

ho 'f v r e 

Mr o Mae1:'u awa arxi""ed a t Tacoma , Wanhin ~ t on in 1898 . He 

wor[ed on the Santa Fe ailroad and also in th coal ' ·n.d in 

Mon Lana , Lat er , h farr ~d a t arious places and end·· d up in 

Fro no . H· latex moved to Loo An~ .leo and op n d a pool hall 

on Fir~t St1c t rith a partner . Then he ent back to farming in 

t h- stra . berr.,"" fields in Gru-d na , Mone t a , Torrance , ·arbor City , 

and Lonb Beach . 

Durin6 thi tine , a pictm"e briac was sent to him in 1909 . 

Koyuta arrived in Seattl aboard th S attl · Marn e In Mon t a , 

T utom ( 19 1 ) , li" s (1913) 1 
11H't (1915 ), Sakaye (1917) a 11d Frod 

( 1920 ) born . Mitsuko (1923 ) was born in To1ranco and John 

( 1925) and Bob ( 1927) · re '.: bo:nn in Har bor City . 

Whil · in Lon0 Beac h , th. ners of Pearl Ha.rbor a ch d th 

fvia.t Jta\' a famil,y . Due to t_ illn-ss of Koyuta , Tautomu fel t it 

rdse to e acuate to Rx:: cUe.. inot ,ad o i Sant a Anita ~ 'I111ey li ed 

in a eshack in the mi ddle of a fie.1 d for fi E;) months until th y 

re cciv -d 01 d rs to ; Tacuato to Poaton . (Sakay wai::> married and 

evacuatvcl to Santa Ani t a . ) 



In Pos t on , Teut omu worked as a di eh a~h r in th kitch n . 

Koyuta i d not 1ork be auso or ner leak condition and aloo be-

cauoe her duty waa to her fa ily . 

After tho war , th fa.mi y moved to Glendale , 'rizona and 

lat r to H ... .. 01 ity mere th · o tayed . Th child on arc all 

ma~ i d today ar d i in8 in arious pd. ts of California . Both 

Touto. u and Ko uta stayed in Harbor City until thci1 d ath • 



BRIE HISTORY OF MITSUKO MITZI NAOHARA 

Mit ~to Mitzi Naohara .a born on March 16 , 1923 in To1ranc , 

Calif o...:·nia. Sh i..:J th third young st of ight childr n and as 

brou ht into thim world b~ a mid if • 

H, r childhood a sp nt in Harbor City nh r . sh a tt-nd d 

Hai bar Ci t y El· m n tary School ! or on y ar·. Th. family th ... n 

mov,d to Long B ach h re sh. att,nd d Garfi d G am.mar ~ahOQl 

until th f ifth . .JI ad and th n Domin~u. z El. n nta.r:1 S hool until 

th ,ighth g ad o Sh- a tt nd d Hi gh School ct Banning High and 

t:;raduat c~ in l94L, Aft graduation , h nt to a o ing ochool 

in Lo Ang l ~until P arl Ha·bor b1ok. out . 

Upon h.aring th . n . s of P arl Harbor , th fami ly a cuat d 

to R· dl y and fro n th r th.y r gi T n ord rs to vacuat to 

Poston , A i zona . Whil in C" p , i11itsuko ork d in th s chool ao 

a px ·- s chool t ach01 and also att nd d class-a on hr on . A!t·r 

amp , th'"' famil mov ,d to Gl ndal · , r izona and Mitsuko ·· ont to 

Chica; o to ID· , t h r hu. band- to- be , Georg. Nobuo Naohara . They 

r marJ. i din 1145'" and ha y , t wo child1 nag d 25 and 19 . They 

ar both baxb road hav·, b on l i v "ng in Gard .na sine . 1'1S 

BRIEF HISTORY OF ~A ]!!_§ALLY SASAKI 

SaJtay Sally Sasaki as bor n in Mon ta , California in 1917 
[,t 

on July 26th . Sh , ie th0 ro;rth ol 5t of i ght child ·n and the 

5 cond dau6 ht·r of thr L)ix 1 in the Masukawa family . 

3 



Ho r childhood as ~P nt in Mon t a hr sh~ a tt nd.d Harbor 

Cit Gram.mar School and n ~ th f · i ly 1 o ·d to C· :son , s h . 

a · t ended Carson Gr ammar School . H I Hi gh S hool yea s ·r s p nt 

at Bannin Hi~h o 

At th a g of 21 , S ay ma ·ri d Hiromi Sasaki i n 1938 and 

t he c -t t l d in t h To_rane aroa . Thy had th i r _i1st ch-ld , 

.Amy , in 1939 0 

Wh .n t h n ·vrs of P arl Harbo br ok out in 191+1 , t h, Sasa""i 

famil r a cuat d to t h Sant a Anita a c Track . h y d th .I 

until t hey r vacuatod to J ·ro A izona ho1 t hy plac d 

in th alocat i on camps o Du£i ng camp , Sakay ~or . d in t h 

m o hall a a aitre Q • Th ir s cond dau~ht r , Sachi , ao also 

born . 

Af t r ca p , th Sa2S ald f amil y mo d to Harbor City and f arm d 

for a hil · . Lat r , thy moved to Torranc e h re t h y a pr -

· n t ly l i in~ t oda • Both daught · r · ha marri d s in , . o 

BRIEF HISTORY OF TSUTOMU TOM MASUKAWA 

Tsutomu Tom Ma oukawa is t h - fi t s on and child bor n t o 

to Mas t a ·a family . Born in Mone ta , Calif·ornia on Octob r 10 , 

1911 , I ~ut omu op nt his first i Jht Y ' ar Of 'his childhood in 

t h Mon ta ar a . He a ttvnd d Mon ta Gr )mar School f or i gh t 

years , Ca r on Str et G·1 - nar School f or t hr ee :yea r s , - Lincoln 

Gr ammar Schoo f ox thr e yearo a n Har bor Ci t y Elementary School 

f or t hr e a1 • H· at t nd~d Narbonne Hi h School and al o 

·raduated f r om t h r • 



In 1936 , Tsuto u ma11i d Y~ · Yo ko+~ 0 Th y haa t o 

children be for ,. the ar rok e out o Th ir fix st chi d , Ka , ;.: as 

born in Lon Beach and th ir second chil , Jun , l'lao born in 

Ter linal Island . 

In 1942 , h n th family heard th ne s or P'.arl Harbor , 
1rbut01 u , hi family , and also his par nto and family , voluntarily 

mo ~d to Re . dl y hr- they li d for fiv months . Upon r c i ing 

notic ·, to acuat to Pocton , Arizona , the ntirE:l f amily 1 ft 

R d l -y by train to Pastan o During camp , Tsutomu worked a a 

lll chanic 4j Also , t h ir third child , Jo ' was born du_ing cam p o 

Aft - the ;rar as over , th Maeukawa family IDOV ·- Q to Gl ndal~ , 

.Arizona her · th y f a rmed f or a :year . Then , tht)y mov~d to Harbor 

City uhare ·sutomu rorked in a ga1a0 e f or ar o Th~y hav b · n 

li in tho 

·f a rilili · 6 o 

sine • h i r childr n have max i--ied a nd all have 



INTERVIEW I : MRS . MITSUKO MI ZI (MASUKAWA ) . NAOHARA 

00 : 00 Nam. 
00 : 10 Wh-r and h n born 

Wh r rais d 
Schools att nd d 
Racial br kdorn of Hi . h School 

00 : 20 
00 : 35 
01 : 05 
01 : 45 
01 : 50 
02 : 30 
03 : 06 
04 : 05 

Any discrimination felt in Hi~h School 
Fir t he rs about P arl Harbor 
Fe lin~o to ard it 
Pr judic felt in Lo An~• l a 
E acuation to R dl y 

04 : 27 Lif in R dl y 
Notice of vacuation 
R dl -.y to Poston 
Transportation to Poston 
App aranc of Pooton 
Salt pilla and p gnancy 
Aooi~n d ol·eping quart rs 
Labor work : M s hall duti-
Work•r in th a ohool 
Wag s 
Type of rooa in camp 
Clothing 
Catalogues 
R creation 
B n fit of camp in th ar a of th 
Popular r er at~onal ctiTitio 
Social ac ti ~iti·o 

Japan culture 

05 : 10 
05 :45 
05 : 55 
06 :30 
06 : 55 
07 : 20 
07 : 55 
08 : 35 
09 : 20 
09 : 35 
10 : 46 
11 : 40 
11:55 
13 : 00 
13 : 25 
14: L~5 
15! 00 
16 : 00 
16 : 55 

Tr atm nt by the C uca ian --contact it th m in schools 
T a ch .r -- Uso H rn/ing ay 

Treatm nt of official T o o camp m mb r --discrimination r lt 



18 : 27 
19:·42 
20 : +5 
22 : 25 
23 :15 
24 : 40 
25 :55 
26 : 50 
28 : 20 
30 :35 

Di cuoaion o f J apan s fa ili 
Annual .y nt h-ld 

F · lin~e to ard Kib i a a Ni 
Riots and gang fights , s uicide 
Camp a a ~ood x p i nc 

s--rich . ve . 

i 

F lin~ to a r d t h Whit Am rican now 
S lf improT.m nt in camp 
Obtaining goo ' f or pr - school chil dr n 

poor 

Adju t m nt to lif af t r camp-- xp ri nc · on a t r ain 
Cone u ion by inter i 

1 



EVALUATION OF IWl1ERVIEW I 

Mrs o Naohara wae very easy to interview due to the fact 

that she ie my mother . She is very 0asy to tal~ rith and will 

~ive information when asked . She offered information freely and 

without hesi tatio exeept 1'. f61" the ~ omen to v7hen she could not 

recall her memory on certain topics o 

M16 . Naohara •e view toward camp was an optimlstic one . She 

enjoyed camp very much and conoidered it a orthwhile exp rience . 

Sh - fe©ls that if j_ t was not fox· the camps , she would not ha 

been able to lea1n a.bout her culture a5 much as sh© di d and it 

.. vas also a ti:ne f or self i npl"'Ovement of herself. . She feels nol 

hatred for t he Whit~ American except for a little bit of resent-

ment for placin~ the Japa.nes in the relocation camps . 

Workin in the schools ~ve her the int ere5t to work witn 

children and I fe 1 t . at 1rhen she brought me up , the experietJce 

she had in cam"" with children wao shown to me . ( I can remembEer 

her teaching me alot of different songs and telling ma stories . ) 

She has never talked about th® camp~ tn detail until now . 

Now and then , while I m~ growing up , she would 5a:y"' uwhen I wa~ 

in camp ••• tr , but never gave me c etails . I !eel , thoueJ1 , that .she 

is not aehc.uned of what Ytent on in the camp.e; a.nd not reluctant to 

spea~ of he1 experiences as opposed to those who suffered bad 

experience i:s . 



I N ERVIEW II : MRS . SAKAYE SALLY ( 11·1A.SUK.AWA) SASAKI 

00 : 05 
00 : 11 
00 : 22 
00 : 30 
01 : 05 
01 : 24 
01 : 30 
01 :45 
02 : 00 

. 02 : 24 
09 : 00 
03 :15 
03 : 
~ 3 f 50 
0 . : 30 

Nam 
hr and rh- n born 

Wh r ra·s d 
Schools att nd d 
Racial b ak own of High School 
Any discrimination f .1t in Hi~h School 
F_ st h ar about P arl Harbor 
F lings abo1t P arl Harbor--"scar.d , " nr lt badn 
Evacuation o f amj_l] ·· to Santa Ani ta--gr t d ·· i th 
Lif at Santa Anita 
From Santa Anita to J rom by train 
Arri al at J rom 
Lif in J ro s . lif at Santa Anita 
Sl- ping quarters 
Foods in J rom, and Santa Anita 

04 :50 Work in m o hall 
04 :56 Wa s 
05 : 10 
05 : 35 Ba ball as b ing popular 
05 : 55 Sa cat logu --ord.rin 
06 : 15 . Clothin~ 

port 
through it 

Rioto and gang fi hts in Sant a Anita and J rom 
Vi or Kib i as a Nis i in J . r om 

uns 

06 : L~O 
07 : 00 
07 : 15 
08 : 11 
08 : 26 
08 : 40 
09 : 45 
10 : 00 

E p Ii nc durin acuati on--furnitur tak n from family 

10 : 30 

F ings to ard th Whi t Amerie~n .L 

Camp as a ~ood xp ri nc 
Daily routin don 
N ar nd of war , fami l y ,o s to Kila Riv r , Arizona 
Contact 1th r et of family in Poston 
Sa · camp as b ing ry nj oya·bl • 

q 



EVA~UATION_ OF INTERVIEW II 

Mrs . Sasaki is my ".Auntie Sall "'" 11 anc we 'ttere n ·· ve: real ly 

close in our- relationship with each othe:r . Mris o Sasaki wao a 

little scared or being intarTiewed and suggested that I interview 

her husband instead . I i eel t hat she was ~cared to be int .rYiewed 

due to the fact that she is t he nervous type , but not because s he 

did not mnt to tallr of he1 camp experience . 

Du1 in,g the inte·" , iew , Mrs . Sasaki ;;save me short ansvrnrs and 

it was hard f 01") me to get her to express mo1"' , of h r personal 

experienceu . I f elt rushed because I knet1 ehe was nexvous and 

vanted to et the intervi~w orer ~ith o As time proceeded , I think 

.:..ihe bec ame more rclalit&t1 , but I tried to finish t ho inter iew as 

~oon ~ possible r o~ her when I fel t I had covered su!ticient 

or und . 

Mi o . Sasa ri •s attitud to ' ard t h® campa v-vas t hat sh· enj oyed 

it v r y much . He description of t he camp sh, was located in s-emed 

to be a v-ry nice plac8 and she had no objections to it . She 

fee lo no hatred toward t he White Amc:r ican a nd saw· ca.Lp as a ery 

good experience . I felt t hat her attitude tm· a.rd t he c a.u p raay 

~ave s ee11ed too optimintic , but it is pomsi ble that ca.mp life i or 

her d&S f r.at . Due to that fact that the intervi~ de0med ruahed , 

10 

I ma J' not have been able to ffbta:i:nolil mor r de t ailed and d 0epe1"' feolin -'a 

toward ca np life . 



INTERVIEW III : rn . TSUTOMU TOM MASUKAWA 

00 : 10 
00 : 15 
00 : 25 
00 : 36 
00 : 55 
01 : 15 
0 : 25 
01 : 36 
01 :45 
02 : 10 
02 :30 

02 : 40 
02 : 55 
03 : 07 
03 : 30 
04 :00 
04 : 25 
04 : 35 
04: 55 
05 : 05 
05 : 17 
05 : 25 
06 :00 
06 : 15 
06: 35 
07 : 05 
07 : 15 
07 : 50 
08 : 15 
09 :00 
09 : 15 

9:34 

Nam 
Wh _r- and h n born 
Wh childhood aa p nt 
School att nd d 
Hi0 h School racial br akdown 
Any di("< crimination f lt in High School 
What g n ration 
Fi1et h ars th n rs about P arl Harbor 
Fr ling to ard P arl Harbor 
Voluntary vac. a tion to R 8dl y 

Lif in R dl y 

f o t_ ·y r acuat d 
Amount of luggag allo d 
rain ide and draring of th shad s 

Arri al at Park-rand then to Poeton 
S ping quart r --b ds or hay 
w .. ath.r 
Li!, · n Po ton--ub arabl " 
Work as a l chanie 
Wag s 
Food--" a t abl " 
M a hall ituation 
Re cr ation--fiohing in th Colorado Ri 
0th r r er ational acti •ti s 
Annu~l ·ents in a ch bl©ck 
Did not lik b ing in on plac 

r 

Of ficiala t r atn nt --no contact with the outsid 
F lingo to a d th Whi t rican and t h campo 
Camp a· a good x ~ ri nc 
Ni .. 1 as a Kib i 

Kib i ao Ti ·d in th camp 
N er ant s to o th1ou~h it again . 

/I 



EVALUA'rIQI OF I NTERVIE' , III 

"Uncle Tom , n or b tter l~no · n a 1r . Tom Masukawa , was erJ 

easy to inter iew o Or all my uncles , he is the one I am th 

most closest too . He offered information easil , t rscly ana 

candidl, • i intervi -w, .lik e Mrs o- Sasaki 1s aeer od a littl ' 

ruuhed ev n tho.u~h I am close to my uncle e I think t ha t t he id a 

of bein intervie 0d on t pe _ y ha e cauoed the n~rvousness in 

both intex views . Mr . I a ukawa , thou h , was more relaxed and 

wao willin to of er infoi mation to me o 

Bein the eld. t of eight ~children , Mr . Ma:sukawa experienced 

more or the har d.~hips " He loo s upon the cam_Js aG a 0 ood exper-

ience in t he 1 ay t hat he cant- 1 his children and 0 andchildron 

~hat he :rent t hrou _,h and wayo to a void it . But , he f elo that 

the White Ame_ i can had no 1ignt to place the Japanese in the 

camps . He f 1 t "we di dn ' t belon . thi:n~e in the fi1 st place . " 

He says that he hac no harsh feelings toward the White American , 

and he feelo that it vas public hysteria whi ch caused thei1 acu-

ation ~ 

Even though this int~rview was a short on0 , I foel Mz . 

Masu arva expressed his reelin ~ s toward the canp welL. As he 

s ms up his inten view , he "never v1antc: to go throu0 h it a gain . " 



EVALUATION OF 

Each inter view held a o.iffer ent iew of the 1 elocation camps . 

Intervi ev I ~ ith Mro q Nao hara ~ave the viewpoint of' camp as 

boin ry int rest in and ~mjoyable . 

Interviev1 II with Mrs o Sasaki eat1 the r location cai1ps ao 

beinb enjoyable also , but ·,n a different senoe . Mrs . Saoaki was 

in a dir f - ent camp rro Mrs •. Naohar a and it see e d l"'"rc . Sai;'lc i 

enjoyed carap much ·nore than 1rs . Naohara in a b1 oader oense . 

Mrs . Naohara enjoyed camp in the ay of doing different thin,;Js , 

lcarnin, di · r rent c'"'a ts and ctlture vheread Mr • Sasaki was 

arrie _ with two children ~nd viewed camp as bein r ore car free 

in the oOCial aspect Of it . 

Mr . Mab ill awa sa r cam_p as a g ood experience only in the my 

that h can express his experiertces to h·s chil ren and ~rana 

childr" n . It seemed he did not care to bo in the camp and would 

not exactly de c_ibe it as boin· enjoyable . n~ xpreeeed t hat 

it Mas a type 01 eaoy life where he did not have to worry ~here 

hie next nteal ~as boin-!; to come .fi--om , but he did not a 0r o that 

the Japanese b lon ·ed in the camp . I feel he took a :1ore realistic 

point of iew of the cat:1p than the ot her two inter· iewees . He 

looked mored to th ...... cause and effect of the camps than just oeein6 

the cru:1ps as oomething you had to maJrc the · 10st or . 

t ha re lea:r ned a.lot rn. 01 e from these interviews " 11y intereo t 

in Asian .American Stud · es haci ~rown o You cannot r "· ad the history 

of a race , but you rr uet ro out anc di0 fox t he truth by intor-

vievs and diffe_ent xesearch nat crials . I have fauna. it to be 

very inter sting as well as educational . 



I a l so ree l t hat t~· int o vie fees feel _oie comfortabl e 

ha i n ::i t a l -;:ed about t h , i r experienc e i n t he camps Q I t hink I 

can c oumiunicat e much mo _ e easily wi t h t em t han before be cauoe 

I can understand their feeling t oward camp and how it has 

aff ~ o ~ed t h· ir li e0 Q 



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1 . Interview with !Jiits o Mitzi Nao hara , Barbor , 
Gardena , Ca1irornia , Nove . ber 10 , 1974 , 1 : 00 - 2 : 00 PM . 
Had inter iew ad discus ed history of h ·rself . 

2 . Inter iew vvi th Sakaye Sally Sasaki , Housewj~fe , 

orranc , California , Nove ,ber 11 , 1974 , 6:30 - 7: 00 ~1 . 

Had interview and diocu oed hL=>tory of herself • 

. 3 . Intervim; wit Tsutomu Tom Mao awa , M('.}chanic/Gardnor , 
Ha_bor City , Calif ornia , Tove.bar 12 , 14 , 1974 , 
(11- 12: 8 : 30 - 9 : 30 PM) and (11- 14 : 7:00 - 8 : 00 PM) . 
11- 12 : Had inte1vie111 , 11- 14 : Diacuooed history of 
himself and Masu ra a I'amily o Obtained reoearch 
material . 
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