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SUMMARY OF THE CH.ARTER COMNJ.ISSION WORK 
. • ,J,.;.,.- . ~.... . . 

• j' • : .: : : 

Sevon months ho.VG pnssod since the Charter ·Cc;nnmission of forty members vms . 
oloctod by the · r esidents of . this Center ·l o. st .~ovtirnbor. · The nttnchod drnft of .the· 
Ch~rt or is tho fruit of tireloss eff o.rts on tho pa.rt of tho Commiss ibn whose mem..;. 
~era mo.t mor9 than a sc or e of times, each. time . giving s·erious thought. ·t o problems 
involved in writing a most suitable document f br this ·cent er. The draft has boon 
officially approved both by tho ProJ ect Director a.nd: the National 1,)iroctor of tho . 
War Rel ocation Authority at Washingt on, n.c. Th-d·. draft Charter vdll. be explained 
fir'st in .doi;'ail t o t.ho res,id<ints at the coming Monday evc}'.ling, July 5th, block 
me etings, and t _hen . o,n Wednesday, July 7th, y.ri.li be · submitted for ratification by 

.the :c(m~or r e sidents, For .tho benefit of· thosc··who .. dosir? to familia ri~o them-
, · .selves ·witil ;the . Charter in ;advnnc e ;'·y e c.re po int:l,ng ::out the f ollowing. pe'r·.ti~ent 

points tho.t ha.d been '9rought ,up q..t the Y::ri ou~ Cornr;iissi on pessions. · 

• , ' 
•• • J 

''Will thi~ . be a. . reni seif---&overmen'B ?" . . . 
• . . , ' The f:i,rst q~esti on rn:i.sed nt the Chnrt~r Oor:irn.iss ion ·meeting wus, whether or 

, no.t the ao•cq.lled self'"".g overnment vms really o. .self .. government? ''~f it is going 
· , t o:. be r eal self-government, .then it is OK. If it is going to be a .self-government 

in name only, then, we do not wa.nt it." Sueh opinion uo.s ,±:'nirly strongly expressed 
at the Commission me etings nt one time·. This opinion vms especia.lly strong among 
tho Commissi on's citiz en members ' (Nisei). The finished d,r:J.ft is based fundrunen,.. 
to.lly upon WRA Administ:rO:tiv0 Instruction No. 34; and, r'or this··r eo.r;ion, the Charter 
does not specify a. truo s.olf-government. Ruther., it sets up a. f or.c.1 of evacuee 
goyernr.1ent t .hrough v,rhich .the residents may h~lp 1JVRA . Cent ·ef a dt11ihi-strati on, and 
!through. which they are allowed t o voice their · opini 'oh. on Cent.'et foa~agement. Hence, 

• in the text, the .\"wrd Char,ter,• rather. than Cons.tit.utioi:i, vras used :throµghout. It 
.would be .well to. understand that it is more a sort of. gene'ral Center r ules. 

"Y(h.L-!be c oncession to the Instruction N9, ,34?'.~ 

Why then di d the Cof.lfilissi on give up the der.1and: foJ:' complete sel.f-governnent 
and c oncede to WRA Ad.c.1inistrative Instruction No. 34 a:t1d. draw up such a Charter as 
we have here? In connecti on wi-t;h this, the f ollo~ling considerations co.me into our 
discussi ons • . 

Firstly: Within a .relocation center vv,here :f'reedom of the res.idents is 
restricted, IS I'I' PQ,SSIBLE to ask for. 'c omplete self"'.'goyernoent? 

: ... ,Seeondly: Perchance. such coinplete self-governraant' is granted, IS IT . ADVIS-
ABLE for the evacuees t o fully exercise such right? . . ' . 

l . ,. • 
, . 

third!ys The consideration th~t t he He ar-£ Mount-e!n cor,1.c.1unity consists of 
both the Ar;1erican citizen of J a.panes~ ·a.ncestry and . the· alien 
Japanese had t o be t a ken into acc ount • 

... 
· As· ,;,re all know, que.s.ti on was rais ed. as :t o t'h~ pr opr:i~ty and advisability of 

evacuees taki_ng part in anything that . nay even remo·tely resemble 'self•governr.ient. 
Doesn't t aking part in such a governr.1ent mean acc·ep-tance of the justnes s of evacua-
tion, and hence, that f13,c:~ i1ay in itself j ~o pard:i._z,e evacuees' position in the post-
war .readjustr.ie.rit peri od? Aft er thorough .discujrnion,. :the Commissi on car.ie t o the 
~on7lusi qn tha_t it is no:t only i rn.po.ssib;J.. e .. t ;o, ask f'of,: c onple~e self-governDent, but 
it J.S better not t o ask 'for it. In other ,,ifords , i.,e concluded that it . is far better 



.;. .. :2- · .. 

for the evacuees t o leave the final r e s ,0 onsibili ty ·of the Center manp.:_;oti6i:t t o the' 
VvRA staff while specifying irt writt en i.lo oµments eya_cuees' right to have liri1ited 
voice in -the raana.r;o?ont~ if this plan is ad opted ; neither th~ citi-zen _ nor _the non-
ci.tizen reshlents neo cl t o -f ear . ab out j eopard'izing their r:J.ght s . Recent . exa1;1pl e s :· 
of WE)\ a dmip'.i;~ration rece:L ving the m~in- burden c,f .. dr i t:Lc:lsm fr 9m. certain d~ily . 

. pa pers · dire ct ed against the project :i,.s tlmple. proof that -this c oncl,usi on was_ s ou~Q.• 
;! 

"Wh y n ot . stick t o status quo?'~- •· 
. ,• , ., -· .. . •, ·•, 

' 1Why · go t ci . the trouble of ad opt~ng .a. Chart er at this 'time?· Isn"t . ·status . que•, 
go od 'enough?" · We hear such v oice p even n m,v~ . . ·This '. quest_ion, t oo , was thoroughly 
g on e into·: At i one tir.1e this idea was quite strong a;:10ng s or:.1e·• of' the non-citizen 
menbers of the Cornmissi-on.. This ,ira s : du$· t ,o the . f ollovving ci-:r'cumsta nces • . . Acc ord--
inc t o the original Adoinistrative Instructi~~ ·No ~ 34, it was specificallj stated 
that n on-citizens were n ot t o be eligible for ~lective posts in the pr oposed self• 
government -set-up. "If Issei a re t o be discr'iciinated against even- a ft_er i c oming : . 
t o •P. r el ocai:ii ori. c enter, thon·1 ·.a; '°_Cha ril er that specifically bars Isse i f:r o1:1 holding 
:o.:i. ettiye p,o.sts should not _be ·rn't'ified, :" ·.·. Such, in fact, was the argument. This 
problor:1 , .:.h owever, wa ~ ·s a ti'sfac-t:ori-ly.· s o],.ved when WRA ar.10nd0d Instructi c,n No. 34, 
.and ·ma de, J t -possible fejr · ls soi to .onj oy 0qu2:1 1rights within :tho relocati on ' cent er 
b 911,nda ry . iivi th ·tho Nis_ei • ,:· '. · · : ,,:· • : .. . ·· 

• I ' • • . " • .- ; • ; . 

. · "What are -the advant t:i.ge·s 'of . M O_E~ing. a Charter?" 
. ' . . ·. j: ' ·~; .. · . 

I11' ' c onnection with:: the· questioJ:t of status qu o ~ another angle must be lo oked 
-- . int o_. ·• Even .with v{r:i,tten .:regulations,; status qu o 'is hard t o naintain l ong • . With-

·nut ·rules t o g o by,' n o'he .can .exa ctly state what really is the s:tatus quo in a 
given"l1101:1ent~ -If'·we talk about status quo, .,it _isb~tter t o put it ·:down. 'in writing. 
The present di'aft Charter, as a matt er of f a ct; emb odies t o -a. greei:t ext ent . the-
experiences since last Septenber, a nd -,. ',,·ss d ovm in black nnd white the existing 
g overnu ental set-up at Heart Mounta.i:m-.,..- :It may even·' be sa i-d that by ad bpting the 

. present . draft Charter, we·are better ; ble t o preserve the status qu o, in the sense 
· that there will be bl ock repr esentatives v,ho \riould meet in a body and discuss 
' :po],icy r.iatt ers wi t 'h the . WM pr oj ect staff. ·· ,. · 

.!~pother advantage in a dopting a Charter is tha t it is easier for the ·e1·ected 
offic'e r s t o y;ork if their duties and functi ons were specifically defined, and it 
i s eaii dt als 0 f or the el ect ors t o check ·and . contr ol the acti6ns of thei~ el ected 
r .epi- e sent ati ves. Under c erta in circumsta nces it r:iay turn out t o be better off with.-
out a r egulati on t o go by. But in the case of a c qf!l!ilunity of the size of Heart 
Mounta in, conditions of an Asser..1bly Center period 1:iay r eturn at any itime, should 
there be n o r egulati on to g o by, and, the r esidents, .fori:1ally !:L'rtd . legally, are n ot 
a ll owecl ·voice·_f ri t he Danagei;1ent of. _the center. On the other hand, if Chart er is 
adopted , and th~reby Cor.ununity _Council is duly ele.cted, then, resid ont_s are lega lly 
gua r a nt eed, howe ver ],imiterJ it r.10.y be , a .voice in ~the r.1anagemont of the center. 

:- Fiha~ly, our unique proa1:1bl e t o .the draft Charter, is in the opinion of many, 
' . an att oL1p't on 04'r part · t o. state a s · clearly .as. po s sible our position up on taking part 

in -the propos ed. ev.ac-uee gov ornr.10nt f or He.art. Mountain. 
: : :, I '/ I 
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· Ab ove dr o i npot i-ant ·pqints raised during .the sittings · of the Chart.er Cor.10issi on~ 
Pl oa$ o r,oad ··ca r efully "1th0 a tta ched t ext, and if there . nr o any points which ne eds ' 
furt h~r cla rific·at.f on·, . . please o. sk for .explanation at y our 'bloc!~ n1ooting this c ori1ing 
Monday evening , July 5th. · .; 

Coor dinating Conmittoo for tho Charter Ele ction 
Juno 30, 1943 


