
JAPANESi!: \iORDS D1FINED --

HAR RELOC.h 'ITON 1,.UTHORIT'I 
Washingt on, D. C. 

'I'he defi ni t i on of certain JapanE:se ·vor ds in current use at relocation 
centers and frequent ly found i n cent i~ nev,rspc;.per s , is given bel ow . 

In the Japanese language t her a r e no i nfl exions to i ndi cate pl urals , 
such as "s" or 11es 11 endings (book- bool~s) 2.s i n Engl ish . Instead, nouns in 
Japanese take the for m of words like " sheei?" in ~nglish---the context of 
the sentence indicatins number . 1here .,Jre, 11s 11 endings should be avoided 
when using Japanese words ; to s ay "n :..., -'i E." and 11issei ~ 11 is neither good 
Japanese nor English . 

VoY1el s in Japanese are pronounced 

a as in father 0 

e as a in say u 
i as e in see ai 

ei 

In pronunciation, equal stress i s 
Definitions : 

as f ollows : 

as ~ 
as doubl 
as ie in 
as ~ in 

Bon odori--a fol.I<: dance perfor med i n c,debrating the Bon season or the time 
when t he spirits of the dead a r e believed to return to earth for 
z. brie f vj_si t . In J&pan, Bon is from July 15 to 15th, out in 
this country it may be celebr a t ed at any t ime duri ng the summer . 

Bussei-----a Buddhist socie ty, usuall y of young people . 
daikon----- a large J&panese radish , usuall y eaten pickled . 
geta- ------wooden clog shot:, s . 
goh or go-- a complicc.,ted che cker game for tvro . 
issei - - --- - first generation Japc,nes8 ; those born in Japan . 
Judo- - -----jiu jitsu, a speciL•lized forr-' o f wrestl ing. 
kibei- - ----J .. tpunus e born in thi s country but educakd in Japan . 
l&i------ --Hawaiia n vrord for c~ neck~ a co of f lowers . 
miso-------bcc:..n paste u s ed to make ·. ·:m sou;_) (miso-shiru). 
mochi- - --- - a rico dumpling popular at ·:(:W y,~ar 's . 
moyashi-- --bcc:.n sprouts . 
nappc1.------c. ve ge table gre en of 1ivhich -i~;1e l cLves are eaten . 
nise i - -----second gcner Ltion Japanes · t hose born in t his country . 
sa nsEi-----third generation Japanese ; t hos0 born in U. S . of nise i parents . 
sh:Lba i - - - - -u thcatrico.l performance . 
shogi--- - --an indoor game pl ayed with wooden tablets . 
shoyu------soy bean sauce . 
sorobL:n----nn ~bucus--populc.r counting dev:i.co used in China a nd Japan . 
sumo-- -----J.:::.panose ur estling . 
t c:bi-- ----- short socks with s cp.:trt:tud toes; norn vri th zori . 
t ofu-------c: bt.a n- curd cake . 
udon-------noodlos . 
zori--- - --- L typl:: of dress-sandal, usuc:.l~.: ' cloth or fibre covered . 
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