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S~N.1.0R PROBL~M 

M :t FUT UR~ 

Wataru Okamoto 



MY :BU'IURE 

To s tart off wi t h I have no p l a n for my 

fut ,1.re and I am not sure of i t . 

Befor e t he war started and we were evacu-

ated , my p l an f or tne. future was a fisherman 

or a Grocery St ore Owner . I wanted to be a 

fisnerman most of a l l , because everyone in 

Ter mi nal Isla nd were a fisherman a nd tnats 

what my parents wanted me 'b become so that I 

cou l d follow my fa he r and Uncl es step . As 

a Grocery Store Owner I wasn ' t so s ure because 

my parents \7ou l dn ' t agree with me , but the 

r eason v1hy was because my brot her was work-

ing in a grocery store so lon1_; that he was 

ready to start a store , oy himself so I thought 

about it and was unde~ideable . 

\7hen t his v:ar s t art e d, I did not ha ve any 

p l ans f or my furt uEe because I did not have 

any idea now long it woul d l ast , but I thougnt 

that dur ine this Tiar , i ~ it l ast any loneer I 

would lik e t o become a gym instructor . During 

my school year s , I nave me t many GYill instructor 

a nd aske d them many quest i ons in bec omi n~ a 

'-gym i nstruct or and they a ll expl a~ned t o me 
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tna,:;, in oec CT:1. ini:; a GYTil instr u ctor , I Y!ou l d 

nave to take a gym course , r~et i;eacne rs de-'"".r ee 

o.nd prac t i ce keepin- tne o oys in order . I 

lcn ow a friend 1.rno i s. nor.' a rym instruct or in 

Chicaco, Ill inoi s , · .. no · .. ent to L. A. c. c. 
o.nd ,::;r a dua t e d s o t ha t ne nay oe qua l ifi e d a s 

a i nstructor , and b y foll owin; hi s s t ep I 

think i t c an be done . .A.s a gyt1. i nstru ctor , 

I TToul d mos tly l i ke to tea cn oa seoal l and 

oasKetba l l. In oaseba ll , the pos i t i on I v1ou ld 

like to c oa·c.il is c r:i.tch ers s p ot becau s e in my 

tnr ee y ears a t experienc e , I ha ve lear ned maµy 

t ning~ wnicn a ca tcner snou ld learn a nd know. 

For i ns tance , a c a t cner snould a l vmys find 

ou t the ua tters weak spot i n oa t tinc und al-

,,,ays v:ar n the pi tcher i f a ba s e - runner is 

t ak inc too muc h l ead or no t a nd try to out -

smar t tne app onent s . I n oasketba l l, I \:culd 

like to c oa.cn t ne f orwards spot a t t he r ua rd 

sp ot be cause dur inc my 3 years of experience , 

I ha ve f a~n d out t na t the ba ske toall t eam 

shou l d vrnrk t oset her l ike a mcn inery and n orK 

smootply . Ih order to do tna t , t b.e forward 

and the guard n i th the center shou l d knoo 

v1ha 11 tne ir ass i r·nment i s and practice every-

da y until t hey na ve a e l ec-cric ma chine s a i f ting 



uack an d fortn . In basketDt 11, I was coacned 

oy tnree dif .:'erent coaches in tne for,mr d and 

tne guard s uot and a 11 or tne three coo.ches 

nad the same idea about ,.-hen to use a zone de-

fense and 1.hen to use a man to man defense . 

Of cours a , tne main thin,.... in baske,;0·111 is 

to try to out~core ycur apponent as in any 

types of e;arne or sports . In m~in ,oints , 
11 as a coacn always [ays , pr&ctice ma.ices rer-
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feet , and I tninK tnat 1s one of the oest 

slo_;an I ever nea.rd in S"9orts . 

I n this reloc~tion center , it is no.rd 

to take a gym class and try to teacn them 

any tnin~ oecause in this center, the ooy~ 

have otner ideas in sports and they do no,; 

c are mucn, as if it was in tne city or di ff-

erent school, they v1011d practice much harder 

and t na t s about all they •;1culd ccr.)entre.tc on 

try tneir very oes ,:; t o make t11e f irs t t eam. 

I nave seen many oo~ in t nis camp , taking GYiu 

as one of tneir suoJects do not practice nard 

on oasketoall at even ,.,hen they plt1y :Cootoall . 

Example , one day many uoys were practicing 

free tnrows and nere just throTiin~ it as it 

tney didn ' t care much about, compet inC vii tn tne 



other relocat ion center gym classes . 

i:i O much of cym irstruc ion , but for now 

as it stands I don t t think I l,Ji 11 be able t o 

go to a Junior College and take ~he course so 

the oest I c2-n do i s to finish my last hic11 

school term and nope far the uest . 

'.D1en March comes , I 1 .. ill oe eradunting 

fr om r,.anzanar Hi6h. School and tnis 0l :1ss vii 11 

be the first ones to craduqt e in tnis camp. 

After I 5r·1duate , :i: have no :-l ans fa· tne fu-

ture , Du t in ten dine; to u:or1e in the warehouse 

as lon0 as ~)ossible, nd ; ai t patien-cly for 

the v:"1r to end so I T"O.Y be abl e t o r·o b1.ck i;o 

the City ·;:hich \'!6 l eft tnat was so say and 

join our friends a._;ain. 1.:hen I ',. as in tne 

City so .:,ay , I ~·:as ready to mo.ke a plan for 

the c omin,: years oy imacininc for myse l f ·what 

I ucu l d do ,_,hen I cruduate from Senior lHcnt 

School . I uas p l annin~ to become a fiSh3r-

man , there is n o need of experience because , 

a ll the peo:ples uho vm.s a fisl1e1"men oefore , the 

war ::1tarted, they a ll started from a scratcn 

at a you.ns ace and gradual l y learn no-;·1 to tie 

fisherman knots , fix t he noles in the net , 

use a fishe:::r..<ln needl e in mi ch to tie the 

.. e t s and cor}:s to,._,;ether , and l earn how to steer 



e. ooat , also be0an to knoi'l where all the fishes 

are in many dif ..'.'erent season suc11 as : tuna sea-

son , sardine season , mackerel season , and yellm7-

:'in season. So you could imacine by yourself 

that any one ,_.illinc to oecome a fisherman n0 s 

nothin._: to TTorry about unti l they O':!Il a boat 

b~r thansel ves as they ,.: ould have to tsk:e a 11 

the res pons i bi li ty all to themselves , but ii' 

th boat is o,,ned by the ca nnery , the cannery 

v.ilJ tnke care of a 11 the trouble that comes 

up , about the boat and naturally tne cannery 

receives a share of the profit according to ~ne 

c ontract , also the C3.ptain , if he or.ms the net , 

a l so ne v1ill ,_:;et a captains share and the ne t 

share and then tne cook and t hen comes the 

encineer then the crens . 

,._s it looks nou, I don ' t think I wi 11 De 

able to become a fisherman, store ov;ner , or a 

gym ins tructor because , if the 1 .. ar ends I think 

v.re r:i ll be sent to Jape,n and start a ne,: l ife' 

::'rom a scratch • .Accordin0 to my parents , I 

think ,.:e will live a farmers likfe at a diff-

erent t ~pes of fishermans life compare to 

ii.merican because, they c;o after rwny differ-en t 

types of f i shes then California , _,.storia , and 

S,att l e . 
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.oy t he v:ay , accordinc to the 11Weej i e man", 

the r,·ar is c; oinc to end in next year and. I am 

tryini; my oest to look f orrmrd and take a 11 the 

cojsequences tnat comes up until tne day in 

v.rnich the war y,rill end . I f \;e are not sent to 

Japan , I am tninkinc of c oine t o Se~tt le , or 

Mexi co and Deorne a fisherman and live a typ-

ic '..11 life with my :ami l y . I n Seat·i-1e, it is 

most the sardines th:1.t is popu l ar ni th ·vhe 

fisherman ano. in Viexico , tuna is about the 

onl y fish in 17hich the typic'11 fisherman -::;oes 

after. ~!hen r:e nere Dack home , I remembered 

very v1e ll , i:hen the tuna c l ippers came hane 

from their lone trip , y;i th hatches Doaded \l i tn 

t una wei__,hinc fror.i one nundred to one tnouS8."1d 

pounds , eacn . Of cou:'se v:hen tne c l ippers comes 

hone , they J.11 used to celeb_·ate nith a big 

:,Lrty. Durin; those days , · 11 I tho1.l~nt ·.ms 

to :~on on '.'.l trip c;..lld see : or PJ.yself ho•;: the yr 

co11l d lm.ul a thousand pounds tunr in . Ster 

comin._: back ~ror t he t rip to :;::exico , I had the 

Dest dream of my life t ime imacinir' , that 

I ·.ms a c':i.ptain of a tunn clipper and came 

nome ni th three hundred tons of tuna and uas 

wel comed home by my one and only Y:ife , but 

no-r-: them days is -:;one forever ~ut not forgotten . 
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if the "Wee jie man 11 , is correct and if the · 

war ends in a ye ar, the only thing l want to do 

i s become a ca~tain of a tuna cli pper and t h en 

become a gym ~nstructor because in becoming a 

captain , l will h a ve t o have self- conf'idence an d 

lea rn how to keept the crew or boys under control 

with best of my a bi l ity. 

Oh yesJ on February the 24th, 1~43, the 

Bainbri dge g r oup _from Washing ton left today for 

Minidoka Reloca tion Ceh1.1e r and l am looking f or-

ward for the days t o come when l can see or meet 

them a gain. Though it was, onlJ for a short times 

1n which 1 knew them it was like saying good-bye to 

brothers and sister no t knowing when I will meet 

them aga in. This is a0~ut the only day 1n which l 

am really gunning for it to Cvme . My plan for the 

future is to meet all of them once more before I 

set t le down l ike a real business man or become a 
I 

fisherman because 1 may no t see all of my Bain-

bridge friends who have left me with a sad good-

bye and lam hop ing tha t the day we ' ll mee t a gain, 

come soon a nd so t ha t I may b e a ble to smile again. 

Al so, receiv ing l etters and c a rds reminds me t ha t 

we a re just abo ut in the s ame camp. Though we 
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are apart, l am just planning to go out on a fur-

lough again, if possible and then go to Minidoka 

to rejoin my family a ga n . The only reason why 

i want do my share in helping tho country by topp-

ing beets and picking spuds . After t hat is done 

i am p lanning to get a pass to Mini dok a to rejoin, 

my friends who have left us with sorrow and then 

come back to Manzanar. Another thing is that l 

want to see how the other camp life i s and see 

how their activities in s ports are a nd compare 

them w 1th this camp . As 1 received a let t ers 

from Arkansas a n d Minidoka from a friend of mine , 

they explained that in Arkansas , they c a n go from 

one camp to anovher c amp ~o see their friends . 

Have activities such as : baseball , football, 

volleyballs, basketoall , a n d etc, against each 

other so you coul d imagine how i would like to go 

to Arkansas ' s reloca tion center and mee t my old 

friends and make new friends . As in Mi nidoka, 

they ca n go to town once a week to buy materials 

which they need for the winter , spring , autumn, 

and summer. Al so , t hey c a n go to town and see 

many different movies , and meet and make friends . 

As I went on furlough last yea r 1 have me t 

and made n ew f riends who §.re in Rexburg, i daho, 

Fails , She l ly, Sugar ~tty, and Pocatello , idaho . 
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