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THE DIVISIONS OF GREECE 

The Greek peninsula cont Ri ns about twenty five 

t h ous !0 nds saua re mi l e s of land . It i s eve r y"vhere c u t u p 

by mount Ains snd i n l et s of t h e sea into s mRlls p l a i n s a nd 

pe n i nsulas, sepa r ated from e ach oth e r 0 t t h e r by ~e 2 or t he 

~ ount 8 i n s r idges. 
I No l ess t h &n fi ve h un dredf s l8nds a r e 

s c a ttered along it s deeply inden ted e e s te r n s hores. Fo r 

t h is reason s t h e Gre e k st a t e s i:l re ca lle d "city st a te s ". 

I t is sourr ou nded b y wa t e r , so t h e peop le living t he r e 

mak e t heir livin b y fis h ing. 

Long a rms of sea divide t h e Grci an pe n i n s u l B into 

t hree ps rts , c al led Northern , Cent a l, and Sout he r n Gree c e. 

North ern Gree ce include~ t h e anc tent d i s t r ic ts of Thessaly 

and Epi rus. The r e are l a r g e and b e ~uti f u l valle y a nd ma

n y rugg e d mount a ins in The s s a l y . The re a re a l so a g re a t 

l a ke wh ich ~ s s f ormed by an earth quRke and many hP rbors. 

Th e Epi r us s t r etch ed along t h e IoniRn ~e a on the we s t. 

Th e divis i ons of Centra l Gr e e ce we r e Aca r nan is , Ae

tolia, Phoc is, Boeot i a , Attico , Rnd MegAris. With in t h e 

b orders of Phosi~ , w R~ Delphi, the r e no~ned se e t of ~n 

or acle of Apollo. Boeoti a we ~ a bad l y d r a ined l and, with 

fog-lnde n a t mo3 ph e re . Theb e 3 1~ t he c h ief city of Boeotia. 

Attica was t t e r egion wh i ch formed t h e setting of t h e bri -

lliant city of At h en ~ . At tica' ~ s oil i s ·t h i n an d poor~ , 

( }. ) 



-_:.:.:.::.:!::::::::.::.:::::::.::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::---1-J1 ,_ \ -----------------==---~~~,-.---------------------1,.1, ~ . 

but its air is clear and transpar en t. 

The Southern Greece joined to the ms inl8nd by t he 

Isth..'Tlus of ·Corinth anct now i t is known as the More a . The 

chie f districts of Southern Greec e were Corinthia, Arc adia , 

Ac b~ ia, Argo lis, Laconia, Me ssenia , and Elig, The ma in 

part of Cor inth i a fo rmed t he Isthmus unit ing the Pelopn

nesus to continenta l Greece . Its chie~ city ~ as Corinth, 

the g et eway of t he peninsula . Arc 8di a formed the he grt 

of the peninsula. It i s surrounded by i.rreguler rnountaen 

walls . Acbaia wes a strip of l and lying u pon t he Corin

t hian Gulf. Argolis formed a. tongue of l :md jutting out 

i nto the Aege an . Its chi~f city was Argos. A urominent 

fe ature of t he physicel geog raphy of Laconia is a dee p 

rive r valley, t he valley of t he Eurotas. Me~senie was a 

rich and fruit ful regi on lying to t he west of Laconia . 

Elig is on the we s tern side of Pe loponnesus. It i s chiefly 

noted fo r the land held Olympi a , t he g re ~~t assemb l ing 

plece of Greek . 
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THE MOUNTAI NS OF GREECE 

The Olympian and Cambunian mountains form a wall 

a. long the no r t he rn frontier of Gree ce, t hey 3hut out t he 

cold wind s of the north. Branching off at r i ght angles 

to the Carcbun ian mount a ins, is the Pindus range , which 

runs between Thessaly and Epirus , 2nd t h en continues on 

t hr ough Centra l Gr•eece. 1✓- t . Ol ympus j s t he mos t ce l ebri:.ted 

mounta i n of Greece . It is on ly 9 , 75O - f eet in height, but 

t he ancient Gree~s thought i t t he hi ghest mount ain i n t he 

wor l d , and believed that i t s cloudy su.·-mni t was the a~ s em

bling pl ace of t he gods . South of Mt. Olympus , clos e by 

t he se a , er e Oss o end Pe lion . 

Mount s Parn assus, Helicon , and Cit heeron are loc nted 

in Centra l Greece. 

The Peloponne sus i.s r ugged with mount e ins wh i c h 

s pr e ad all direc tions from t he c ent r Bl r eg i on of Ar cadia . 

Taygetus r ange fo rms a wall on t he west to Hollow Lace

deemon . It r e a ches a height of about 8,000 feet . 

I 
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ISLANDS ABOUT GREECE 

Cyclade~ , loc gted on the e ast of mainland, i n t h e 

Aegean Se a, form ~n irregular circle round the island of 

Delos . Between t he Cyclades and Asis Minor lie the Spo

rades. Jus t off the coast of Attica is a large island 

c a lled by t he ancients Euboes. , but now known a s Negropont. 

Close to the Asian s ho r e s are t he large islands of iemnos, 

Le sbos , Chics , s~rnos , and P.hode s. In fJiedi terrane an be

tween Greece and Egypt , is t he large i s land of Crete . 

Inoisn Islands lie s t t h e we~t of Greece. Cythera is lo 

c ated just wouth of Pe loponnesus , ne er the s ho r e of Attic 

is t he island of Aegina and in the s sme gulf is Salamis . 

I 
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CLIMATE AND PRODUCTIONS 

In the north and u p l8nds of Greece , the climate i s 

temperate, in t h e south semi - tropical. Along the slopes -

of mount a ins in Northe r n Greec e and in Arcadi• a re t he 

forests of beech , oak , and p ine. The sou t h e rn districts 

of Peleoonnesus support the d e te- pa l mn, the citron, and 

orang e and Attica sup port the olive and the fig . The vine 

grows in Bl rnost every pa r t of the land . Wheat , b srl y , wine, 

and oil are the ch ief oroducts of the count r y . Flax, ho

n ey, and the products of h erds of c a ttle a nd sheep Bre the 

exonomic wealth of the land. 

The h ills of Greece supplied many of the useful met a l s . 

The rang es of t he Teyg etus g ives iron with 1vhich the in

habitents of La co~ia bec ame sk ilful worker~. Euboea and 

Cyprus furnished copper, which c re a ted~ g re Pt i n dustry . 

The h ills of sou thern Attica cont a ined silver mines, wh ich 

helped t he At h ~n i~n s to build t h e ir e Brlies t nRvy. Moun

t a i n ~ n e a r Athens an d h ills of t he island o f P~ras a fford 

beautiful marble~, which made po~sible t he wo rk of s culp

tor~ Thre ~e and cert a i n dist r ict~ of A~ia Mi n o r yielded 

~upp ly o f g old . 
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THE RIVERS AND LA~ES 

Greece ha s no rive r s 11:irge enough to be u5ed for 

commerce . Most of t he st r eams a r e only a wi nter trrents. 

The most inportPnt stre Bms are Peneus whicb drain t he 

The ssalien p lain through the gorge between Ossa al"d Olym

pus; the Ache lous i s tt.e l arg e st river in Greece , which 

rising in Epirus , runs south~ard , sepsr ~ting Ac arnani e 

from Aetolia ,the Ilissus and Cephisu s sre little stre am s 

of Attica . 

The Acheron is a r ive r of Epirus , which flows t hr

ough a dee p g loomy gorge and it form s t he ent rance to 

Hades. The Cocytus is a lso a rive r of Epirus . The Styx _ 

1~ a small st r e am of Arca~is . 

The lakes of Gre ~~ e or e just an motionless pools. 

The h ills of Greec e ar e compose d largely of limestone, so 

the wa ter e 8sily make a passage through it and escape 

from t he val l e ys . 

(,t) 
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AEGEAN .!\GE 

The first excavations for civili za t i on before the 

Greek st arted in 18'70 A D by a ·ye althy German rr.e rcl:at 

named He inrich Schliemann . He stBred at a hil l c a lle d 

Hiss erli k , on t he ~e ste rn coas t of Asia ~jnor End he found 

thRt the re wa g et l e ast nine successive c1tias a t Riss e~-

lik and it passed ae ay . In one of t he cities ~ es found 

powerful well s protected by towers, we ll fortified gate s , 

and pl ~ces of stone . At Cnossus , t he ancien t capit a l of 

t he island of Crete were found the remains o.f a s ple ndid 

royal palace with many court s , pa s s age s, and r ooms , a 

great number of brilliant pictures, a g r e~d st Bircase of 

s e veral f l ights, huge _; ars, bo.t :btubs snd wa ter dr&tns , 

&nd about one t hous 9nd clay-tablet re6ords , which no one 

hes been able to r e ed . At Myc enae, ~ prehistoric city 

of Arg olis . in Gree ce we re found graves with skeletons of 

men , wome n , and children whose f ace~ ws s covered with t hin 

masvs of gold end t hei r body had gold dia dems , bra c e l et s 

and pendants . There was al so g old rjng s, silver v~ses , 

a v &r iety of bronze we Rpons nn d ~any costly ob~ects in 

a~ber and ivory . At Tiryns wa s found ruins of an e xt en

sive structure with gateways , open s court e , and closed 

apartrr.ents . By excDvation , it wi, s found 9ut t h"-t r-2 ~s r 

ly a s 3oooBC , t he primitive Aege an were us ing Bronze for 

t ~e u se of tools r nd ~e Apo~s ~nd t he fjvd.ce n t urie s be

t weer 1, 600 end 11, 000 BC, t h~ civilization o f t he Aegean 

(_7) 
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Age re a c h ed its h i ghest deve lopment . Aege an artists rrade 

beautiful pottery of many s hapes and they d~cora ted it 

t h e form s of plant and animRl. The products of Ae g e 8n 

erts ~es found i n Sicily, It aly, and Spain and also in 

Egypt. Ae g e an civ i lization didnot moved out of th~ s h o r es 

of Asia Kinor , the islands , and t he co ast s of Continental 

Greece and t he y d idn't le ~r ned to built cities, to Cre a te 

beautiful objects of a rt , or to tra ffic on the seas . 

... 
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HELLENES 

About 1400 B. C. a light - hni r e d peopl e , r e l a ted 

i n lang uage and race t o t he Pe r s i Ans nnd the Hindus , 

c -9rne down from t h e nor·t h and t he y i mposed the r u l e and 

l anguag e on t ~e Aeg e an peoples . They were t he or i g inRl 

He l lenes. The He l l ene s an d Aeg e ans, became t h rough i n te r 

merriRg e one pe orle , and jt wa s t h i s pe op l e of miYed 

Bellenic and l ~g e an t hat cre a t e d t he civi l i zat i on o f 

Gr eece. 

Most of t h e Greek s we r e sh e ph e r d s and fa rme rs . 

Eve r y f r eeman owne d a l i tt l e plt of l and on wh i c h he cul

t ivated g-:--a i n and c r red for h is u 1-chard and vineyard . 

There we re few sk illed wor•kmen , for a l rro s t -,veryt r i.ng ·q~,s 

made at h ome . The Gr e eks de pend ed on Phoe nician s a i l ors 

t o bri ng to t he i r s hores thq t h ing s t ~ey could not pr oduc e 

t hems elves . 

The p~inces tended f rock s and built houses ; rrin

CFs s0 s carr i ~d w8 te r end washed clot~e ~ . Yen boueht t~eir 

···ives by rrn l: ing g ift~ of c R. t t le to t h e paren t s . 

(Pf) 
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BONDS OF UNI ON PNONG TEE GRE~KS 

The Greek colonies w~r e free ~rid 1nde pcnde~t . Al

t h ough the city- st F. tes we r e sc atter~d , t hey were united 

by t he l ongusge, religiou~ belie fs ond customs. 

Everywhere the :,eo p l e us'='d t he s Ame b e l'1utj_ful and 

ex pre ssive language. 

Everywhere the Greek s . worsh i r,ed t he s ame g ods 8nd 

performed t h ~~ s 2in:e s~~c :r~d r ites . ! 

I 
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ATHENS 

The At hen ian s belonged t he Ionian brBn ch of the 

Greek pe opl e . The district of Attica wa s sm2lle :r than 

our smal le st Amercan commonwe elth . 

At first t hey ·vcr·e g overned by a lriPg arid n counc ia. 

rrade u p of ~e a l t hy l andown i ng nobles. The ~ing lost po

wer , and the noble s gei n ~d control . But t h e refor~s of 

Solon weaken the powe r of nobles . ~ony other reforms and 

charges in g overnment end \ew wes mede by Pisist r a t u s, 

ari.d Clj_ s t hene s . 

SP.1-\RTA 

The Spart an s belonge d t o t he Dorian branch of t he 

Greek race. Spa1·tans ·v R..s 8n w,-:rlike peor le , and they were . 

democratic gover·nment. They we re ruled by !l C0unci l of 

t h i r ty members , i nclud jne t he v i ngs 

At t he nge of seven a boy wss t nJ;en from r is r rrents 

and ol Fce d i n h n, jlit ~ry s h cool , &rd tr r ined by t ~e st"te . 

At t te Age of twenty , he vil l be a warrior · a~~ ~t thi r ty 

t he young Sr,n·t an b eca-re a full citizen and a merr.be r o.f 

the popu.l fJ r :=i s sembly . 

SpRr·t ? co:ntr1butec1 r. solid , ur ncorned '" rc~ it ?ct11 rr l 

s tvl e ( t "'e Dor- j c), f1 nd two phr i::ises ( n Sp :c, rt'an fare " arid 

" l r conic s:c,eech11
); its arrr.y ·,ms be st in Gr-eece . 

\ l 



DRACO 

The people of Athen s t h ought s ome impor t ant change s 

were needed in the c ons ti t u t i on and t he la•v3. At hen i an 

n amed Dr aco wc s e mplpyed f or t he .i ob . Th e mos t i mpor·tant 

ch anges made by Dr ac o we s t he elec t ion of mag i etrat e3. 

Be s jde making t he r e form~~ in constitut i on , Dr ac o 

wrote ~ut e code of l n~ , wfi ch wa s very se~er e , t hPt 

At heni Ans u sed to de cla r e t hat t he code h Ad be en written 

" not i n i nk , but in blood". 

\ l 



SOLON AND PISIST RATUS 

Solon wa 3 an At henean , who was t he 1'Vise st men of 

his age . The peo ple held him in high honor . Ria economic 

reforms were very wise and beneficen~. At the time of 

Solon, the Attic peasants who failed to pay their rent 

to the wealthy l3ndo1vners were 3old into slavery . Solon 

m2de o r eform , t he slavery f or debt3 were abolished. He 

a lso .lix ited t he a~ount of lend ~hich noble may oq~ and 

he gave the common pe ople a gre 9ter s h ore in gove rnment. 

By other l aw s , he made an 8li~n t he citizen of Athens . 

Solon ' s reform/I! s£>tisfied nietber the noble or corr:mon 

and two clf,sses continued t heir riva lny until an a::-nbit j ous 

polj tieian , Pisi.'.'5tretus , nephe 1v of Solon make himself a 

Tyrant of Athens , who g a in supreme power. He fostered 

agri culture by dividi ng the lands of banished nobles a

~ong the peasants . Se also inv1 t ed arc~itects end scu lp~ 

tors from all parts of Greece to build handsome buildings 

for Attic and by bis a lliances with neighboring cities 

enc ouraged the r ising commerce of At hens , but before 

long tyranny came to an end . 



PERICLES 

Per icles wa ~ a polit ician . He was e wan of studi

ous h 8bi t. P.e never Dppe ared on streets u~less he i~ 

wa l k i ng between h :l.i'3 ho'Jse and popull'r assembl y or market 

place end he s poke in a sse mbly only when on a very i rnpor

t ant ma tters . 

Pe ricles de ~cribed qua lit ie s of At h ens and t h ~y 

under Perlcles r uled mor e t h',:in t wo hunc'l.re d t own s and cit 

i e s in As i G Uinor and the i s l ands of Aegeans Sea . Ath ens 

ot t hi s time wa g a l s o t he center of Greek intellectuQl 

life . 

(/4) 
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PERSIAN •·.:AR 

Aft e r t he ~Arathon , Greece he ~ra t he Persean ~ing 

Xe r xe s ~ P S pre paring to i nvHde Greece, so t h irty- nine 

Gre ek sta tes sent their represent rt ives to Corint h to pl s n 

a com.ilon de fens e . Tt;e :,- decide d to cor.-,b ined t heir force s 

under Sporti.:i. Pnd t he Greek '!Vas prepar·ed to :?·e ~t t he Per

sians. 

Early i n the y~ qr 480 , Pers i an army of about 150, 0CO 

~oldiers , l~d by k ing Xerxes, crossed the Eelleopont end 

moved a long the coast into The ssaly and trie d to force 

into centre l Greece, but it was held by few t h ousand Gree 

ks under th~ Spartan k ing , Leonides. At last Xerxe s and 

the persi@n ormy 1va5 e.ble to pass and they S''le r t down 

through Boeotie int o Attica , occup1ed Athens. 

The battle of Sol s~i s wr s a victor y for Gree~s . 

The water W" S too narrow for t he lnr ge shjp of Persian , 

so rr,ost of the Persi8r. ships wr s sunk O:>'." wrec~n:~d . 

King Xe rxes returned to Asio MiPor . ~ardonus , who 

was 16 f t with major part 0 r rr~y invQded Att ics a second 

time, ~u t Mardon us wa ~ killed . It l eft the Gre eks f re e 

to deve lop t h i ~r own type of civ i lizat i on end after the 

Pe rsian Wcr Greek civili~otion reache d its h i ghe s t lev~l . 

1.l 
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THE PELO PONN~SI P.N Wl1R 

In 431 B. C. At h e n s and Spart an were rather friend 

l y , but in 432 B. C. Athens h As a quarre l with Corinth, 

the a lli~s of ~part a . Spart an try to stop the WP r , b ut 

the At h en s won 't listen , so a ll t h e Peloponnesi an stRtes 

joined Corinth to figh t Ath ens; 

. After t we n ty- seven years of war At h e n s s s a polit i 

cal power were ove r s n d the Spert s b e c ame dominant power 

in Gre e ce , b ut t h e y we fe defeat ed by The b e s . 

• 
For a t ime Thebes wa s le ading city in Gre ece, but 

after Epa~ inondas d i ed , t he Theb e s loses their power , for 

t h e y h ad depend t heir power upon Epaminonda s . 

Nex t t h e t wo f swous k ing s of Ma cedonia , Philip and 

Alex ender t h e Gre 8t c onqued t he Gre a t Pers i nn Empire . 

t, 
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RELIGION 

Gree k s pad ~any god s , Zeus , god of s ky : Apollo , the 

sun-god , patron of the fine arts and s ymbol of b e auty : 

Athena , goddess of t he air, rutroness of t he usefur art s, 

goddes s of wisdom; Poseidon , g od of t he s e a ; Aphrodite , 

c apriciou s g oddess of love. The Greek god i s more human 

like t han any othe r 8ncient gods . 

The Greek s be lie ved that communicat i ons from t he 

gods were rec e ived from certain inspired pe rsons et pl ace 

called oracles . The orncle of Apol lo is at De lphi in 

Phocis . The Pythe a , t h e pro phetess of Apollo, s s t on P 

tripod over the steaving cleft end inhaled t he g~s . She 

uttered some words ·vhj_ch supposed to come from t he god 

and t he wor i is taken down b y t h e attendant priests , ~h ich 

is delivered to the suppliants . 

The most f ~mous g ame s ~ ~ r e held in honor of 7eus 

at Olympia in Elis . The Olyn:pian festiva l 1•11 a s relj gious , 

because t he dis pl ay of x anly s t r ength ,a s t hought to be 

a spectacle ~ost pleasing to t h~ god s. The y took pl ~ce 

every four t h .Y('; 8r, in medsummer . The '¥inn i ng Pthl ete 

rec e iv ~d g ifts from h is fellow-citi zens . Poe t~ celebrat~ 

h is victories in noble odes , and s cul ptors re produced his 

t r iumphs i n stone Fnd bronze . He r emained a disti~guished 

man t o t b ~ end of his days . 

(11} 
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L/.;NGUAGE 

The gree ks d:l.dnot speak ex a ctly al i k e , t 11e :i:e we 1·e 

man y d iffe rent diale cts t t" t ~ade t he l Gnguege little 

different . But ther~ was o lit~rn r y Gree k which all 

educ ated Gree vs could unrlerstr-•nd . The Gree'' s borrowed 

lit ~ers frorr Phoen ician and in t i me ~odified and i rrprove d 

t h em . Greeks c a lled t r e PboeJ1ic i an o J olwbe t which t hey 

borrowed , alpha end bet a . They wrote t he litters i n msny 

d :Lffe rent di a Ject;s , but t be forr:, used in At tic a cfin:e to 

b e t he ffiOSt wi dely u sed . 

Phoenician 
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THE GREEKS , WHO WERE ONE PEOPLE I N CULTURE , 
BUT COULD NOT UNITE I N LP.RGE STATES 

3o 
40C 

Gre e k s 

1 , 400 R . C. 
I Spart a li migra ~ 
dormintes linto 

1Gree1<s lcountr-~ · 

Early Ae g ~s n peop les 

3 , 500 
B . C. 

1idvance d civil izatio~ 
;t'o compar·ab le civil i 7.H 

,1 ·t i on s in Tv:e s o pot arn i a 
and Egypt. 

I ~- --- - -- I 
Cno5 sus , Mycenae, Tiryns, , I 

I 
I 

Troy. I 
Ship s , trade, writing , 
end artistic c r efts man-

1 gh ip . 

Hel l enes 
1,000 

800 

Greeks 1unt i 1 1ie s 
_ _ _ __ _ I defe a t 'oy 1aroun d 

lunite t o ?hi b ~s . 1e a~ tern 
I de f e a t -- - -- 1~~e d iteP 

Aristocrat[- Pe rsia~ • ,n cedoni a ran~an 
V --/ ~ I from t he I · l ie Sp .c: r t e. . - -- - - b ecorrie s 

north I Aegeans + lbeco~e~ IAt hens , by strong 1 

destroy 1Pellene s= iffi i lit r ry lruli ng enough to I 
much o f I Gr ee ks , I st r t e . I De 1 t a n .force t h e I 
Aegean I who l i ve I --- - - ,Le Ague Greek s to I 
civiliza- i n s mnll 1At~ens de~ b ecome s unite I 
tion. l communi t i 1 s ~elons leRder i n --- --

1 improve t ~e denoc r a J Greece Alexander 
Phoen i ciarl. cy . I - - - -- soon t o I 
v l phabet . l - --- - Pe lopon- conaue ~ 

I Homeric I P.sn h e l l enj cnes i an I t):il.e 
1 

1 po ems . 1re l i gious War. 
1

Persi an 

1
1eagues . Empire I 

!Ol ympic I 
games . 1 I 
I I I 
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GREEK ART 

1/!e donot Jrnow much about the Gr eek art of pid ntt ing 

bec111use t he pa inting was lo~t , but t h e Greek puolic builrUr,g 

were found hslf r uing ~-n Greece. Though t h e building is 

lerg e , they ar e well bal~nced . It 13 not too long or too 

h e avy ~or the structure, it covers. and b e cause it stands 

finish e d an d self contains, we know it wa s constructed with 

infinite a ttention and patience. 

Moder~erchitects still copy t h e old Greek te~ples in 

many way . 

Some of t h e bui ld ing s of Greek served ! pract jc9l 

pur pose and so~e of t h e st : t ue s in Greece were likenesses 
i 

of ree l persons , but most Greek artists of Greece were i n

terested in t h e i de s l lj_ke Aphrodite of Cnidius is not t h e 

figure cf any real woman e ver s een by artist, but t h e artist 

i mag i ned t h e ideal of b eautiful woman mi ght b e and t he 

Empire Stete Building re presents t h e Greek ideal of perfect 

building . 

Praxiteles is a sculptor o f fourth cen t ury wh o mak e 

t h e statue of god , t h e size of t he human ~ ody . He con

gt ruct ~d them with bronze or marble. One of t h e s e is t h e 

Herme s of Pr lll xit e les and other is t ree Aphrodite of Cnidus . 
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PART!lENON 

The Greek d1dn ' t c ore rruch to build a beautiful buia 

din£ to live in , but t he y bui l t ~8ny pub lic bulidings. 

Parthenon is t he c entral building of all t he public e-tt 

bui l dinGs, it is constr ucted o~ t he nill of rock , Acropolis . 

Parthenon is• relig ious t empl e dedic ated to the Gr ~e~ godd~ 

ess , Aall ar At hena . The Athen was named after this goddes s 

The Part~e~n~ a tu l t of white marble . It is a rec

t Pngular bui lding ~ith flat r oo f and Parth enon li~e mos t o th 

other temple in Greec~, it ha s i n t he certer • r oom for the 

s tatue of g od for whom t he te~pl e is cedic~t e d to and 

another ro o~ h Gs the belong ings of t r e g od . Parthenon wa s 

b u i l t i n the Doric sty l e of pil l~rs . 

Parthenon repr e ~ent t n~ Greek ideal of t he good l ife . 

Ph-YDIAS 

Phyd ias ~ a a t he ~ost fa ~ous Gree~ sculot or of t he 5th 

century . He help to build t he Parthenon . 

Phydias was slso the one of t h e sculptor who rr.2de the 

statue of Athena that s tood i n t he Partne non and the st~tue 

of Zeus in t he tellipJ e of Zeu s at Olympe a . 

The b oth statue ~er e rrade of gold and ivory . 

(;LJ) 
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DORIC , I ON I C, AND CORINTHIAN COLUMN 

Doric, Ion ic, a.nd Corlntb i an column a re t h e t h ree 

~tyles of p illars •vhich Greek used for t h e building t h e 

support its roof and t h e porc h . 

The Doric column was sturdy , severe , and uncc orned . 

Ion ic p i l l ar was slender g r nce ful and itB top is decora ted 

with ~c r olls. Corin t he an colunm bad t he c Brv i ng of flowe r s 

and leaves on t h e t op (cap it al) . 
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DrAMA AND HISTO RY ;JY-

Greek didd 't know t h e differen c e between t wo litera ture 

h istor y s.nd fie t ion unt 11 they learn to wr ite . The h is

tory is the story of events thst h as h r ppened a n d fict i o n 

is the story thnt are imagine d . In the fift h and fouth, 

t h e Greek h ad t h ese two fo rn1s of 11 terature. The Greek 

forms of fiction is dra~a - tragdies o r comedies performed 

in the t he at e r s n d t heir c½ief wr iters of drama were 

Aeschyl u s , So phocles, Eur ipides, and Aristo ph~nes . 

The Gree k drama , a trag edy ar.a ·1 coaiedy , g rew out o f 

the song s and dance s in h o nor of t he g od of wi ne Dionysers . 

Trag edy arise from t he c a cnifise of 9 go a t f rom t h e e ~a v~r 

song s. Come dy (village song ) s prang from the lighter a n d 

more f arcial ones and one by one reci a l ~nd a , alog ue wa s 

adde d to the song and it b ecame to b e dra~ a . 
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HOMEnS ' I LI AD AND ODYSSEY 

s 
Homer i s on e of the Greek wh o wrote I l liad and Ody-

ssey . He lived ab out a t 800 B. C. 

The Illiad te l l the stroy of t h e wa r b etween the Greek 

and t h e Trojans, for t h e capt u e of Troy was an~ e vent which 

t he Greek s did not forget. Th e stor·y was told over and ove r, 

~nd by diffe rent peop le, eo it g ot b etter and b etter ae time s 

pa st, but we don ' t know if t h e star t i~ true or f Rlse. 

The Odys s e y te l ls t h e adventure s of Ody ssey Uly sses . 

_ · ... f". r"' -·· , -J ':< .oi • • . r t Q .... ~ . . - 1 
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AESCHYLUS 

Aeschylus live d during t he ~c r dic age of t he Persian 

wa rs (489-406 B. C, ) . He is s a i d to b e t he fouderpf Greek 

drnma. The plot of t he drama ~rote by him i s r e lig ious, 

for it i s about t he conflict s b etween g od and w~n . There 

are only f ew character in t he drama and a lmost no action . 

If you se e of t he pl ay by Ae schylus , y ou will t h ink , i t i s u n 

unreli11 and it is rr.ore l i ke re ligious cere rr:.ony , b ec21 use you 

don ' t believ e in Greek god and the character r eci t e verses 

most of the tirr,e in t he play. 

One of h is drama j g about Promethe us , who ang ered 

Zeu s by stea ling fire from heaven for t he use of men and 

WD3 punishe d . 

SOPHOCLES 

Sophoc les 1 i ve d during t he gr~at Bge of Perie l'es . 

The pl~s of h is dr gm~ are taken fro~ t he e pic storie 3 of 

Homer and t he c haract~r- of h is drsr.rn rrre rrostly me n and 

worr,en . Li l<-e t he drama wrote by Aeschyle s, Sophocles drama 

is t he conflict between men and fate or destiny , but his 

his play 's f ate or de s tiny acts not t h rough gods but t hrough 

the e ff ect of i nfterit e d we akness of character. The tr2gedy 
' 
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EURI PIDES 

Euride8 lived about 480 - 406 B. C. He was 8 i xteen 

y ea r .! young er t han Sophode8. 

Hi8 drama 18 modern , s o it 18 more re a l and int e res 

ting to us t han those of Ae8c hylus or So phocle.! . The p lot 

are mo r e t h rilling gnd roman tic and chBr ecters s peak more 

l i k e ordinary ffie n and women . In Euripides drama~, mostly 

t he traiedy upon t h e charac ter sr1~e s from t h e c haracter's 

l adk of adjusme nt to social and p ll1t1cal customs. Some of 

t h e drama .! wrot e by h im a re Me deo, Andromac h e, and I ph e 

g enia. 

ARI STO PHANES 

Aris t ophanes lived about t h e t ime 4 48- 388 B. C. He 

wrote h is p l ays it a time when t he Greek ~ were questioning 

and renouncing all t h e ir o l d i deas of ~ ora lity , relig ionm 

and .!Oci a l org ani z a tion and whe n t h e y were ready to see t h e 

comic t han t h e trajic side of life. Hi s p l ays i s brilliant 

comedies which poke fun at some p , r son or t h i ngs. 

\ 
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HERODOTUS 

The time of He rodotus wr. s about 484 - 425 B . C. and he w-8 J 

vva s knovm a~ t he father of h i story . 
I 

His ide a about b~story i~ that h istorian s h ould find 

out al l about t h e past e vent en d t e l l whe t he thind~ is 

true ebo u t t h e m, ~o b i ~tor-y by h im is .rro~tly f alse . He 

st art a s a h ist o r ian by telling t r..e s t ory of w, r~ betwe e n 

Gre e k ~ and Barb a r ians . 

He hcd tra velle d and lived in many Ae g e an end Asiatic 

c ou n t rie s and h ad h e a r d many s tories Rb out t he history ~ma 

custo~s of t he Barbari and peoples Lyrl i on s, Pe rsi ans, Egyp

tians , Scythians , t h8 t h e stop telling the h j sto1·y of wa r 

and t e l l abou t it . Hi ~ fish y s t ory wa s mo r e i n tere "' ting 

t h e n t h e h istory of war , so t h e Gree k l i sten to h i m with 

int e rest . 



1.rHUCYDl DES 

Thucydi des w 11s a. f egcfin a.istori an . He lived about 

471-399 B. C. Bis ide a about t he h istory ~Ps differen t from 

Herodotu s. He s pent more time in gathe r i~g i mformation fo r 

h istory t han i n wol ting it. He 1·rnn I t wrote an yt ".ling un le s ~ 

he p r ove t;hat it it'! right and h e didn 't choose a sub_iect 

and stick to it not turnlng as ide t h e s ub .iec t and tell about 

another subject . His s ubj ect wn s on 111ar , so he didn I t te l l 

about t he i n tere sting stories of customs of peo ple. His 

writing has l e ss charm t han t h at of Herodotus, but i t h as 

or1erly s taement of f s cts . 

Anothe r difference of Rhucydides and Herodotus ' h i s tory 

is t;hat Tr..ucydi de s kee p h i rr.s~lf out of story , he does not 

mention h i mself t r g j ve ~is vie~ . 

One of bis h i s tory is " Hist ory of t he Peloponnesion Wa.r" • I 

It took h i m 30 ye ere to write it . 



SDIENCE AN D PHILOSO PHY 

Th e Greeks didnot first fin of true and u seful t h ings 

about t h e outer world of m~ture, but t h e y were t h e t h e 

to be curious &bout it . 

The Greek 3cientist didnot know much t nan the modern 

csienti s t, but t hey had adopted t he "scientific attitude" 

towards man and nature wh ich g ive t h e modern scientis~ t h e t 

idea of scien ce . 

At Gr e e~ e t he ir were t hree ph ilosphere wh o3e ide a 3 h a ve 

had a profound influence on t he h istory o f western civiliz

Btion down to our own time. Socrat e s , Pla to , an d Aristotle . 
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Tf-.F.LES 

H~ lived during sixth cen t ur y B. C. H~ was called 

fat her of Greek science . He wo s mostly i nter~st ed in 

as tronomy , t ha t s orreti ~e he get so i~tere sting in looking 

up s t st 2r s t .r &t h e st 1.m.bles into t he ·"el ls . 

Accorotng to Herodot u s , Tha les len rned e nough ~b out 

t he he aveP.s to predict and eclipse of t he sun in t he yesr 

5e5 B . C. 

pv'l' r! f.GO!"' .' S 

He ~~Er f r ~ous Gree~ ~~o lived i n t~e sixt ~ cen t ury 

He wr s t he first one in Greece ~h o te a ch t ha t t he e a r th is 

round . He wa s also t be one who s e.id t '"!f! t you c an get 3<' ua r e 

fr om anyt hing . 

Eifi'OCRi.TES 

Hippoc rates i.3 a nother e a r l y Gre e k scientist . Ee W AS 

born i n Cos about 400 B. C. He i 3 kno':vn a s t he fat her of 

med icine . Befor e his tirr.e , it Wil5 t h ought t hHt disease 3 

wer e caus e by t r:e g od s or by evil s p i 1·i ts , and t he peop l e 

t r y to cure i t by weari ~g che r ms or e l 3e went to g od fo r 

t he cure. Hi ppocrates was fi rst t 0 t e ach t hat a ll disease 

13 c~use natur8lly and c an be cured by findj ng t he ~au3e 

end by applying proper c are . 



SOKRATES 

He lived in 470- 399 B. C. He was ~nown as t he wise ~t 

of men. His wife , t h ought he ~a s not wise st rnen , but ]3zy 

be c aus e he never brought ho~e muc h money fo r houseg old 

expe nses . 

He te a ch t he ffien the mean ing of trut h , Justice , virue 

happiness , end morality . His method of teaching wa s to nsl{ 

que s tions and answer t hem , but he Pc ve r s a i d he, knew t he 

rjght anse!~. His 17.ain teach ing w2r, ~o mnl<e t h e men to t h ink . 

His t e aching wa s o pposed by t he ot her men, and he 

was conderr:med to deat h , by drinl{in :. c 11p of hemlock ( poison) . 

P11-.rro 

He live d in 427- 347 B. C. and he was a de voted disciple s 

of Softra t e s . He wvs & p.::·of ound t ~in'·er and a 11 t er,, r-7 

Art i s t of fi r st r-rnk . 

In writing nrid teac~i n[ h e used t he Socra tjc d i a logue" 

so t he . philosophy of Pl.<=it o nre 8 W e wi.t h Socr::t e s 1 • Tr ci r 

philosophy is " ide al :l ~tic " . Pla to t~ugh t t h r t t "le idea of 

t h i ng s is Rare re a l ~han th~ t ~ i ~s t herrselr~s ~na he t h 1n~ 

t ha t ~en are not c re~t ed e cua l , so t he y s hould f o ll~'l ~ is 

natura l ben t . 

( :J,rJ) 
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AnlS'rOTLE 

He lived i n 3 84- 322 R. C. and he wa s b orn i n St ag i rus, 

a Gr" e k city in Gr ee ce . At t ·1ve nt y , h e wi:,s f irst pu pil i n p 

Pl ato ' s a c ademy jn At~ens end l a t er h e bec erre te acher in 

t here . I n 34 3 , ~e wen t to ~ece doni a to becor e t ut o r of 

Alexender , s on of King Philip of ~ a ce d on . Af t e r AleYnnder 

b e c arr,e king He r eturne d t o At h en s a nd est @blis11e d '.'l i s own 

school ( Lyc eur.0 ) He d i ed in -# 22 B . C. at t h e 1,.ge of si xt 

t wo . 

Th ough A1·i s tot l e le A.rned muc}, f r orr. Pl f> t o ' s t e ach ing; , 

h i s p½i l osophy was dt f f e rent f rom t he t of Pl Pto . He t hink 

the r ea 1 t h ing s ~ir ~ mor e r e a l t h qn t he i _de ~ o f i t . 

Aristo t l e t e ach t h e f ound a t i on of a l l t rue kno~ ledg e 

by r educing e ll corr e c t t h i nk i ng to t he f orm kn own A. S t he 

s y llog ism, consist ingof a major an d a mi nor pr~~ t s e and e 

c onc l usion . It is kn own a s t h e Or ganon . 

Exs mpl e: 

~ajor premise : All men 3re rror t al : 

Ni n or pr emi se : Secre t e s i s a man ; 

Conclus i on: The re f ore Socra tes is ~ or t a l . 
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CREATIVE GEN IUS IN THE 
GREAT AGE OF GREECE 

Pe r s d.an Age of' Pelopnne - Sp11rt n Thebes Tv:ace dori is 
Wars Pe ricles sian War riomino.te s 

500 B. c. 400 B. C. 322 B ; C. 

I 1- f ' 
Drama 1Aescbyius Sophocles I I 

Aristo phane s1 I ~uri oi o~s ._ 
I 

I I 
History I Herodo t us 

I I 
'Phuc ·.rd i..cl.e__a 

I 
I 

Ar•t I Pni d i i:: s I Pr ~x i t eles I 
Part henon I J 

~ 

I ' I 
Leucippu s I l 

I Democritus I 
. I I 

I Sc i ence Anaxagcr·as 
' I I I 

I Hippocrates I I 
I I I I 

I I 
I Socrates 
I I Pl a to . I Philosophy I Aris totle I 
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