
--

Dear Friends : 

From o. D. Richardson 

Los Angele s City College 
March 21 , 1943 

In the Student Ni sei , it now appears , we had in a few dra
mat ic months a preview of what the war would bring to the American 
Japanese . They have acted exactly as the Nisei a cted in City 
College. We were unab le to interest the Kibei i n our plans for 
absorbinq the J a panese in American l i fe, and in the centers the 
K.i bei have shown themselves mos t t o be strongl y anti-Am erican . 
Just as the l arger number of the Ni sei showed that they were not 
interested in the prob l ems of their pe opl e , so , since the e va
cua tion , they have formu l ated no ~lan t o get out of the ir present 
situat i on . Just as most of them t hought first of their own plans 
and individual i nterests in .dates , parties and wel l-paying jobs, 
and only s econd of t heir racial group and its futur ~ in America; 
just so they do now. J ust as they would not read then , and d i d not 
know what was happeni ng , either in the day- to- day or lar ger sens e , 
so most of them t oday ar e readi ng nothing and ar e decidi ng their 
f utures i n runior, f ears , c onf usion , and t hE: nar row r ange of their 
f or mer exper i enc es . Just as i t v. as easier for the .raaj ori t y of the 
c ity Col lege ~i sei t o c ontinue the daily r ound i n t he "Little Tokyo" 
atmosphere than to live with the b etter Caucasians and f i nd new ex
periences in common with them, s o now it i s easier for theru to sit 
in the centers , s uspicious and resentful of a l l :aucasians , com
plai ning of racia l inequal i ty, but unwi l l ing to gain the respect 
and affect i on of the per s ons they say they wish to be t he ir fellow
citizens . The day of maki ng u p one ' s mind i s here for a ll of us , 
caucas i ans and Ni sei alike , the day of ho l ding t o the things we want 
most and g iving up the thi igs which are incompatibl e with what ~e 
want most . Too many of us do not want t o make u p our mi nds , we want 
every th ing . '.'lhat t he Ni ~ ei do not seem to see is that they are 
maki ng up t he i r minds by not maki ng the m u p. 

'l'he Ni sei ar e splitting into t wo groups : the first is com.rnitted 
to .Amer ica ; thE, second i s not committed to anythi rig . This l as t ' i s 
t he same as be i ng committed agai nst Amer ica. Perhaps i n d i f ferent 
c ircur.is tances it would not be , Qut it is here and now . As a minority 
from an enemy c ountr y , their whole future is insecure . The on l y t hing 
which can save t hem from d i scriminatory laws i s public good- will . 
That good- will can be won i f t he Nisei were to throw themsel ves en
t hus i astica lly into the war on our s i de . Apathy or indi fference will 
convince the Caucas i ans that t he Ui sei are J a panese . Cne group is 
think i ng of itsel f as American . 3u t a far l arger group has chosen 
indifference , or open hostility . The f i rst group has been silences 
in many Centers . Tayama , Tanaka , Kido and others hav~ been beaten. 
lt has become danger ous for a pers on to say that he believed in the 
Caucas ians and wou ld cooperatt.' with them. The Amer ican pu bl ic has 
n ot for gotten this fact. 

1 believe the fu ture of the Ni sei who are now wi lling t o work 
with t he :aucasi ans , f i ght with them, and trust them i s pretty c lear . 
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These Nise i wi ll be protected from discriminat or y laws oy the i r entry 
into t he army and their cooyerati ve stand . Their r i ghts of citizen
shi p will not be abridged. Peopl e like myself who have the war mest 
personal attachment for certa i ~ ind ividuals and their fam ilies will 
::>e able to help therr get started aft tr the v-,ar . They \,ilJ. enter the 
full current of ~unerican life , wi ll make a v ery distinguished contri
bution t o it, and we vu ill be proud to know t hem as among our dear est 
friends . .,s the Sansei i ncrease in number it will be increasingly 
d i fficu lt to d iscover any d i fferenc e be. tween their opportunities and 
those of any other thi rd- gener ation group . 

Jut the l arger group of r i s e i , the group which is now hesi
tati ng , wi ll not be protected from harsh di s crimi nator y l aws , nor will 
it hnve the support of Caucasians f riends . l"any per sons who opposed 
the evacuation of the Japanes e a r e now comi ng to believe it was a 
good t h i ng . They are not so much int erest ed in helpi ng t he Ni sei 
oecome Americans in every sense , since it looks as though a good many 
\'fi s ei do not care about bec oming Americans. Some Nisei , and perhaps 
most of t~e Ki jei , are working themsel ves int o such a state of mind 
that we will have to send them away . Perhaps it would a good 
t hing , oecause they and t heir acts will al ways be a source of ill- will 
and dange r for the truly American Japane s e . rerhaps s ome of them 
mi ght. intErt-,ret such a l e t ter as this as n;eaning that the rlffiericans 
must be truly desperate t o have to beg help frorr. t he 8apanese . v!hom 
the gods wou l d destroy they first rr.ake mad . 

t~y hat is off to you fe l lows of the Student Ni se i , and your 
kind in all the Centers . You had coura ge and br a i ns , and through 
you t he Ni sei are going to have a fut ure in America . If you will 
allow me to teach the Sanse i I shall be very ~ell satisfied. 



A SOCIAL PLAN FOR MINORITY GROUPS 

A minority group , r aci al or relig ious , never get s quite fair 
treatment. Unfair treatment causes hatred, and hatred c auses mor e 
unfair treatment. Thi s condition is dangerous to the United States 
for it i s the negation of our rel ig ion and our democrat ic principles . 
I t i s dangerous to any minority for history is full of exampl es of 
minor i t y g roups who became 11untouchab l es11

• But unt il a minority group 
decides to br eak the fata l circle with an i nt elligent plan , and f ind 
l eaders who can persuade their peop le to follow t hat pl an , t here can 
oe no remedy . Equa lity c annot be g iven or l egi s l ated . I t must be won, 
and won by some care ful plan , we 11 conce i ved , and f ollowed vigorously 
for a t l east a generation. 

Axiom: Peopl e will trust you and accept you , i n time , if you 
conforr. to the f olk- pa t tern: that gr ou p of customs 
wh ich make the Americans Americans , t he Chi nese Chinese , 
the 3ussians Russ i ans , t he Romans Romans . These cus t oms 
of ten s eem odd , but t here i s a l ways a good reason for 
them in the life of that particular people. 

Don ' t for Rac i a l ~ inorities : 

1 . vou must decide which of the customs of a country are merely 
a passing f ashion , and which ar e t he root s of its character. 
No one can become an American (though lots have tried) 
by l earning to jitter- bug , drive a car, to neck i n auie t 
lanes , drink ice crbam s odas , heat a house with an auto
n1at ic gas furnace or get a divorce . 

2 . You cannot become a n American by i mi tat ing the habits of 
people who are not r es pected by the best of the .t.rnericans . 

3 . America has quite a reputat i on i n Europe and Asia as a place 
wher e peopl e care only f or maki ng rr,oney. Some i mmi grants 
i magi ne they are fit t ing into the l i fe of this country when 
they come here just to make money . They soon find that 
people who come here just to make money are very much dis
liked. American i s something you mus t belong t o , not 
sorre thi ng you pruchase·. Feople who t ry t o make nioney without 
"belonging1

' soon find that other people make it hard f or 
t hem to make money, and treat therr with hostility . Some
times t he immigrant c alls thi s racial d i scrimination . I t is 
not raci a l d iscri minati on . I t will happen i n any country 
and 1n any g roup where people get t he i dea that a stranger 
wants t o share the b~st they have without being one of them, 
and by that I mean acting as t hey act , suffering when they 
suffer , g i ving when they give . 

4 . Do not e arn your ~oney here and pl an to s pend i t abr oad. 

5 . Live in as g ood a house ae th~ ol der Americans who make what 
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you do . If you l i ve i n a shack or hovel , the Americans 
will argue that you are tryi ng t o reduce the standard of 
l iving , or that you are sub- human and do not want to live 
decently-,-2r that you are not living in America a t all, tut 
ar e s aving your money t o spend i n s ome foreign land. 
They will not like you f or any of these . 

6 . Do not put off l earning English. 

7. Go out with and pl an to marry a young person of your own r ace. 

8 . Do not thr ow in your money , especi all y on cheap goods . 

9 . Never lose respect for the peop l e of your ancestr y and the 
things t hey have accompl ished . 7he Americans have no use · 
f or people who act ashamed of their parentage , and who 
try t o become Americans in six months . They believe that 
such per sons ar e e ither dishonest or too s hallow to be a 
credit t o any na tion. Becoming an American is a gradual, 
slow process. :r;e are proud of our ancestors , and do no t 
respect those who are not proud of theirs . We t hink t oo 
well of ourse lves to bel ieve that any person can become one 
of us by learni ng a f ew wi se- cracks , sneeri ng a t his forbears, 
and buyi ng a ne~ sui t of clothes . 

10 . As i mmi gr ants and the children of i mmi grants y ou v, i l l oft.en 
live in poor distr icts , and the members of th~ majority 
r ace you me~ t ¼i ll frequently be pe r sons who a re not very 
much r espect ed by t he i r own people. The failures of ohe race 
are always thos e who most resent a different r ac e . You 
must make your friends among the better - educat ed and wore 
successf ul peopl e of the majority r ace . 

11. Never act ashamed of your own peopl e, o r t ry to escape the ir 
problems by desert i ng them. 

12 . Study the successful America ns c are f ully , and f i nd out whv t 
makes one dlllerican popular wi th other Amt r icans . Then try 
to win g ood- wi ll in the same manner . 

13 . If peopl e are: rude t o you , and t ry to make i t hard for you 
to make a l iving , keep your hf- ad. Remember what you want : 
fa i r t re at rren t . You can nev~r gain it by fee ling sorry for 
yourse l f , or planning for the time ~hen you can be rude and 
hateful back again. 

14 . The more you l ~arn about Amer i ca , its l and, pe oples , history , 
songs , books , heroes , t he less of a stranger you wi ll feel 
in i t . True, rr.any Amer i cans do not know mu ch of these things . 
Could y ou expect to be successful in any country by i c. i tat ing 
the least successful of its people? 

15 . Never cover hurt feel ing with a l oud, c onten.pt uous manner. 
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