
NISEI Gl'S 
SPEED UP 
JAP DEFEAT 

Army Reve als Work 
of Translation 
Unit, Trained Here 

TOKYO, JAPAN- UP) -A 
ighly secret U. S. army unit 
ade up principally of Japa­

ese -Americans operated so 
killfully on Pacific battlefields 

lhat often it knew the telephone 
numbers of Japanese billets. 

Existence of the organization 
was disclosed this week by Allied 
headquarters. 

Thousands of Japanese-Ameri­
can soldiers assigned to the Allied 
translator and interpreter section 
(ATIS) were trained in the Japa­
nese language and military school 
throughout the war, first at Camp 
Savage and later at Fort Snelling. 

At various times between 1,500 
and 2,000 Nisei were stationed at 
Camp Savage. When facilities be­
came inadequate, the camp was 

I 
closed more than a year ago and 
the ATIS branc~ of the military 
was moved in its entirety to Fort 
Snelling. 

Sections of it still are in opera­
tion. 

Every document seized in com­
at by the unit's operatives, from 
eriodicals . and diaries to maps 
nd carbon paper, was studied 
arefully by the Allied trans lator 

and interpreter section. 
This section knew not only the 

location of many Japanese units, 
but also their officers by name and 
experience, and the rosters of the 
companies down to the lowE:st 
private. 
VALUE PROVED FAST 

Captured documents sometimes 
proved hteir value within 20 min­
utes after seizure, when American 
troops were _sent against the new 
enemy installations they disclose .. 

Among Nisei in the secret uni 
were some taken off Corregido 
before the faU of that island fort­
ress. Many have been decorated 
for outstanding service. 

''No group in the war had as 
much to lose," said their com­
mander, Col. Sidney F. Mash­
bir of Washington, D. C. "Cap­
ture would have me.ant inde­
scribable horror to them and 
their relatives in Japan. 

"They are worthy, as individu 
als and as a group, of the highe .• 
praise for their invaluable con 
tribution to the success of Allie 



ASKS FOR FRONT DUTY 
One Nisei soldier once · asked 

Mashbir to be transferred from a 
rear echelon assignement to front 
line duty. He displayM this let-
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ter from his father: 
"My son, I am dying . As you 

know, I have lived and am dying 
as a Japanese loyal to the emper­
or. You, on the other hand, were 
born in the United States and 
brought up in the United States 
as an American. You are Ameri­
can. You have had all the ad­
vantages of education. On my 
deathbed, I command you to fight 
for the United States, and if need 
be to give your life for the United 
States." 

That boy won the bronze 
star," said Mashbir. "Fifteen 
others got the same award, two 
the silver star, one the soldier's 
medal, three the purple heart, 
and 40 received commenda­
tions." ' 
Approximately 2,000,000 enemy 


