
~gt. 8en Kuroki Completes 27 
Combat Missions in Superfort 
Over Japanese Territory 

Tech. Sgt. Ben Kuroki of the Army Air Forces the first 
Nisei to fly in combat in the Pacific war, has complet~d 27 mis
sions as a tail gunner in a B-29 Superfortress, radio audiences 
~ere advised during a special interview ·with the Japanese Am~r
ican ser~eant _at a B-29 base on Tinian in the Marianas on Aug. 
5. The mterv1ew wa~ broadcast on the Army Afr Force:s r,iu
gram over the American Broadcasting Company's network. 

Sgt. Kuroki, now attached to the 313th Bombardment Wing 
of the B-29 Command in the Mar-
ianas, is a veteran of 30 heavy 
bomber missions in the European 
theater of operations. 
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JAP TOKYO RAIDER 
LIKES BOMBING JOB 
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Ben Kuroki, 29; IIcr shey, Neb., 
is the first Japanese-American 
to help bomb Tokyo, the \\. ar 

.relocation authority said Tues
day. 

Flying in the Superfort, the 
"Honorable Sad Saki," piloted 
by Lt. James Jenkins of De
troit, Kuroki, an aerial gunner, 
participated in several raids 
over T o k y o, according to 
WRA. Recuperating from 
1hesc raids in a Honolulu 
hospital, Kuroki was reported 
"eager to get back to combat 
to concentrate on dropping 
more Tokyo roses on Tokyo 
Rose." 
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Ben Kuroki Fights for the Nisei 

"The war is not over for Tech. Sgt. Ben Kuroki," the New 
York Herald Tri,bune commented recently. Sgt. Kuroki, shown 
here as .he addressed an audi ence at the Heart Mountain reloca
tion center in 1944, is now taking a leading part in the fight of 
Japanese Americans for democratic fair iplay. An interview with 
Sgt. Kuroki by John l{itasako, correspondent in Washington for 
the Pacific Citizen, appears on this page. 

Washington News-Letter 

Sgt:. Ben Kuroki, Nisei GI Hero, 
Is Home From t:~e Wars 

Japanese American Air Gunner Sees Long Fight 
Ahead for Nisei, Other Minorities and the War 
Will Not Be Over Until That Fight Is Won 

By JOHN KlTASAKO 
Washington, D. C. 

Sgt. Ben Kuroki is home from the wars. When Ben arrivP.d 
in San Francisco last week from Tinian, the big B-29 nest in 
the Marianas where he had been sweating it out with his 120 
points, he immediately whisked. away to New York's Waldorf
Astoria to appear on the New York Herald-Tribune's fourteenth 
annrnal Forum on Current Problems . 

Then Ben journeyed down to Washington to talk some things 
over w;ith air force -officials. And then he went up to New York 
again to speak on the CBS pro
gram, Report to the Nation, on 
Nov. 3. After that he headed west 
to Hershey, that little lazy Ne
braska tovm 1he helped to put on 
the map. iHe is to receive his dis
charge papers in Denver in about 
a month. Ben hasn't decided yet 
whether ,he'll enroll at the Univer
sity of Nebraska or work on his 
fauh€r's :farm. 

Ben is a very .tired warrior. He 
should be, for he's been wearing 
khaki since Dec. 8, 1941, and he 
has bombing missions under his 
belt, 30 Liberator raids over Eu
r-ope, and 28 B-29 forays over Ja
p,an,, and nearly all of them in the 
perilous tail gunner spot. 

He brought back with ihim three 
Di-stinguis.hed Flying Crosses, and 
a breast full of ribbons, clusters 
and stars. But Hen doesn't care 
to talk about them; he'd rather 
talk about the long rest he's going 
to take. His one immediate ambi
tion is to get l>ack to Hersrhey and 
stretch 1himself under a spread
ing Nebraska tree, and just "un
lax." 

Ben needs that rest very badly. 
His nerves are pretty well shot up. 
His hands tremble, and the doesn't 
sleep well. His sudden return to 
metropolitan life ~with his speak
ing engagements, radio broadcasts. 
and his me€tings with brass .hats 
and high government officials-has 
not helped his nerves one bit. He 
says he just can't get back to that 
Nebraska tree too soon. 

During the past year and a 
half we have met hundreds of 
Nisei servicemen in \-Vashington, 
but very few have impressed us 
with the graciousness and mod
esty that are so characteristic of 
Ben. Ben wears his honors with 
remarkable unconcern. The huge 
volume of publicity he has re
ceived has not gone to the head 
of this simple farmer' son from 
Nebraska. His self - effacing 
manner is a rare treat to beJ1old. 

zooming- Zeros over Japan. He 
knows wihrat to say and how to say 
it. Somewhere along the line in his 
Nebraska childhood, Ben learned 
the art of simple expression, a way 
of expression which unmistakably 
and effectively reflect his deep 
sincerity and ihis strong devotion 
to Americanism. 

Ben sees a long fight ahead 
yet for the Nisei and other 
minorities. To him t.he war will 
not be over until the principles 
of freedom and justice for whic h 
l1e and millions of other Ameri
cans fought are brought to a full 
i:ealiza tion. 
When Ben arrived in San Fran· 

cisco from Tinian, tired though he 
was, he wired Dillon Myer and of -
fered to help in whatever way he 
could on the west coast. Mr. Myer 
was deeply appreciative, but told 
Ben that the situation on the coast 
was well under ~t:rvl. It-. --_ ... -:- 
recalled that Ben deli vered a stir- ' 
ring add1"ess before the :Common
wealth Club in San Francisco jn 
early 1944, at the conclusion of 
which lhe received the longest 
standing ovation in that club's his
tory. Many competent observers of 
the west coast scene claim that 
that address was largely respon
sible in breaking the back of Cal 
ifornia opposition to Japanese 
Americans. 
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The New York Herald-Tribune 
in seeking some one to represent 
the Nisei fighting men on its fam
ed radio forum could not ha ve 
made any other choice. In a way, 
Ben has become the unofficial 
spokesman of Nisei. For th is dif
ficult role, he is a natural. We 
heard newsmen and governmen t 
officials fire question s at him in 
rapid succession, but he took them 
all in stride, just as he did the 

Speaking over nationwide hook
ups, talking before various g:roups, 
conferring with big government 
officials, and being interviewed by 
the press are terrifying ordeals, 
especially to a plain farm boy 
from Nebraska. Ben doesn't thrive 
on attention. He would rather 
crawl into a quiet corner, munch 
on an apple, and read a good mag
azine story. But he has submitted 
to it all with a 1·emarkable grac
iousness. As though he has not 
contributed enough to the cause of 
the Nisei already, Ben is still con
tinuing his fight for those princi
ples of Americanism which mean 
so much to him. There is a great 
lesson in that for all Nisei. the cause of his fellow Nisei his 

Ben gr ew up in a Caucasian own cross, and he is willing and 
community. All his close friends eager to battle it out for them. 
are Cauca sians. The problems of One point which he always makes 
the Japanese Americans on the clear in all ,his talks and conver
west coast have nev er been ms sation is that he is fighting not 
problems. He had never known only for the Nisei but for all min
prejudice as it was known by the ority groups. Ben Kuroki is a true 
Nisei on the coast. But he made American. 


