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VALUED SERVICE IN HIS COMMAND 
- they al'e applying that knowledge; m ~l:e bar -

-------------- racks where they maintain the gentility sy-
- • • A \.I Force ,, ·cstel'u 'l'cc lrni cn l ' • d · public wher e ('Yritteu for 'l'HE POST by Public Relations Staff "rit er, rmy 1 r nonymous with won1en an 111 . 

'l'rai11i1:g <.:ommanrI,) . . . . they have proved themselves soldiers and 

THE number of women serving with the army air forces as an-Wacs m the ladies by their co:rduct." 

Denver area is restricted military information_; the work th0 se ~~men are Win Respect of Air Force Sold _iers. 
doing, their vital roles in modern war and their cond _uct-both military and In a i·ecent edition dedicate~ to ai r-W acs 

· 1 re not secrets MaJ· Gen John F Curry commandmg general of the army and their activities at Lowry field, the Rev-
socia -a • • . ·. · .' . f h' . . dmitted that the · f western technic al tramrng command, issued a public statement rom 1s Meter, post newspap~i, a . . 
air orces . . d r kitchens and first contingent of skn-ted soldiers to arrive 
Denv er headquarters in the Central Savings clrawmgroom s, the mo e n t reeted with "sneers and 
Bank building this week lauding the work and around bridge tables had softened ~ur women. ~t th;, p'orsl w~~~ gin uniform ignored the 

· · l · d "All of u s whJ had that attitude were Jters. 1e la 1cs 
ccnduct of air-Wacs m us comman · . . . . . . . • . . he i<--nored t,he laughter and the 

The statement, was made to impress upon wrong. It took little time fo1 _the fnst Wac gr~~t.mg' ; t/ civilians who looked on them 
. T th urg ent need for morn air-Wacs. contingent to prove to u s then· earnestness dcu s1on o . 1e . <l t d 

c1~1,A1atnsf" te" Ge11e1·al Curry wrote "we re- an(1 their ability tn fit into the picture. a freaks when ' hr~. went f obw'.1 own,ld~n 
n·s , , · . 1 . t b t ti · , busme:;s o emg so 1ers 

ceiHd the women with a degree of nol'mal "Air-Wacs are now a~1 mtegral pa~·t of t 11s w~n1 aa d:~erm~~1;tiou seldom seen. That was 
masculine skcplici :;m; ,ve were not sm:e they command. They are dorng so_ many Jobs, and witl 

ll 'l • ft d 1 ow i11 January, 1943. would fit into the wii:ged speed of army air doing them so we c 1ac we o en won er 1 h 
we ever got along without them. I am pleased Less than a y';;ar later, the air-Wa cs ave 

force operations. 
Wacs Integral Part of Command. 

"V..7e were aware of the pioneer women of 
Amer ica who foug·ht and worked with their 
menfolk in the winning of the west, but we 
were afraid that many year,5 of life in the 

to commend publicly the air-Wacs of the west- become accepted a~ impol'tant additions to 
ern technical training command for their the mil itary scene. Denverites realize their 
con scientiousness in the schoo l rooms, wheTe importance, hr..ve lea rned that they arn doing 
they are learning technical arts; in the of - mu ch t o ha stP-n vict ory; the air-Wacs have. 
fice si the squadrons an ,d the haniar s, where (Turn to Page 2-Col. 1.). ,,. 

CURRY COMMENDS WACS. SERVING Al R FORCE 
~ G. I. OF 143 NEITHER SNEERS NOR JEERS AT HIS AIR-WAC COMPATRIOTS; HE'S FOUND THEY CAN TAKE IT TOO ~ ! ~ 
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SERVICE ON ALL FRONTS is the keynote of Wacs of the army air force western technical 
training command stationed at Lowry field. Pictures illustrate three types of duty for women mem
bers of the air force. 

Left-Corp. Iris Oatley of Kewadin, Mich., a laboratory technician at the post hospital , is shown 
fxamining a slide specimen thru a microscope . · 

Center-Pvt. Lillian ' Solomon, a photo student at the Lowry school of photography, is inspecting 

THEIR EFFICIENCY AND HARD WORK WINS 
FEMININE SOLDIERS RESPECT OF G. I.'S 

'(Continued From Page One.) 
come into their own. How they 
have done it is a story worth re
lating. 

First of all, they accepted the 
kidding and the razzing of the 
soldiers and the civilians with a 
calm indifference. Instead of 
an swering, they set their jaws 
and set tl ed down to prove their 
vslue, lost little time in conver
sation. 

As students in the photog
raphy scho ol at Low ry field, they 
worked hard, made unusually 
high grades and displayed an in
terest in their work and an at
tention to details that male sol
dier s lacked. Typically feminine, 
they gave everything they had 
to their jobs, were quicker t o 
learn and more interested in the 
life and work assigned them. 

The Kidding 
Grew Into a ·Musical Feud 

at Denver Field. 

The women drill ed with a 
ervor that startled male sol
. . They actually looked for
':'.~ t, · 1 They enjoyed every ~..,.., 
our o:t "·6{1 0 order drill, and 
Pn gaped to ·-;,ee the delight 
ith which they obeyed "By the 

plained: "We like to drill be
ca use drilling is precision work, 
like ballet dancing." 

The boys watched, listene d, 
shook their heads and walked 
away with an admiration they 
wouldn't admit. 

Line s of air-Wacs swinging to 
their classrooms, singing popu
lar tunes, marching songs and 
such good-natured pal'odies as: 
"The army thoug·ht they won the 

war, parlez vous ! 
The army thought they won the 

war, parlez vous ! 
Oh, the army thought they won 

the war, 
But the Wacs were there the day 

before, 
Hinkey, dinkey parlez vous !" 

The kidding soon grew into a 
mu sica l feud, with male photo 
students chanting: 
"The Wacs and Wave! will win 

the war, 
So what the heck are we fighting 

for?" 
And before long, the air-Wacs 

at Lowry field were a part and 
parcel of the post, accepted as 
"regular guys." 

Later, when pe1·manent party 
air-Wacs began to arrive, old 
soldi er s had to sit back and take 
a few lessons. 

inir up before they reported for 
work in the morning; time was 
saved by nimble hands and nim
bler minds of women who re
fu sed to be bogged down by 
army channels and neatness be
came the keynote wherever an 
air-Wac was assigned for duty. 

U'acs' Duty 
Covers Nearly Every Phase 

of Command Work. 

F1·om the forty-eight states of 
Ameri _ca came many women to 
work with men of the army air 
forces at Lowry and Buckley 
field s. 

Corp. Helen Perkins, from To-

a roll of aerial film dropped b.v a plane a short time before, which she had processed. 
Right-A group of Wacs aidin g the blood bank campaign . Left to right-Corp, Pauline C. Dove 

of Killeen, Tex., prewar clerk; Corp. Mary Lou Ferguson of Pittsburgh , Pa., former salesgirl; Corp. 
Mildred Hess of Springfield, Ohio, former secretary; Corp. Violet Cosmen of Chicago, Ill., former 
defense worker, and Corp. Ruth C. Haun of Warwick, N. Y., also a former defense worker.-Photos 
by AAF Training Command . 

ledo , O., took over the duties of 
a filing clerk in a squadron or
derly room. She keeps carefully 
indexed records where they can 
be obtained at a moment's 
notice. 

Corp. Iris Oatley of Kewadin, 
Mich., is a laborato ry tec hn i
cian in the station hospital at 
Lowry field; Pfc. Dorothy Gard 
ner of Erie, Pa., a former house
wife, is now a mimeog :raph op
erator at Lowry and Sergt. Be
atrice Brooks of Birmingham, 
Ala., is a mess sergeant at Buck
ley field. 

From New York city Corp. 
Naomi MacDonald came to 
Lowry field and took over as a 
hygieni st in the dental clinic 
and Elizabeth Moravec as a tele
phone operator. 

Oth er air-Wacs have gone 
thru army technical schools and 
are now acting as weather ob
servers and meteorologists. The 
information they oblain is vital 
to the men who fly the bombers 
in and out of the Denver bases. 

In the operations office, air
.Wacs are acting as dispatchers, 

lrnlping pilots clear their flight 
plans, carry their vital cargoes 

. to and fro across the world. 
· There · are air-Wacs in th e con

trol towers-aerial traffic po-
licemen, bring-ing ships in on the 
prnpe r runways at the proper 
moment, g iving the go-ahead sig
nal to oth ers about to take off, 
handling · radio devices to give 
information to pilots in the air, 
many miles a,vay. 

in Denver 
Wacs Welcomed as Inter

esting Guests. 

Others are radio mechanics, 
charged with maintaining the 
nerve centers of military air
craft. They have been army
trained and have an occupation 
that will stay with them in civil
ian life. 

In the finance office, air-Wacs 
are performing the duties of 
cashiers, financial clerks, book
keepers, machine operators. 
Supply rooms and supply head-

quarters have trained stock 
clerks-air-Wacs who store, re
ceive and issue auto and airplane 
ac esso · ~s, spare parts and 
tools. 

There are personnel clerks, 
employm ent interviewers, auto 
mechanic s, driver s, utility re
pairwomen, motion picture elec
tl'icians, sup er vising the ligh t 
control and proper lighting of 
motion picture sets, radio op
erators, telegraph operators, 
teletypewriter mechanics, artists, 
draftsmen, barbers, chemical 
lab assistants and medical tech
ni cians among the air-Wacs. 

Pvt. Martha Wills, a former 
Holl ywood film cutter, is a 
graduate of the Lowry field 
photo school and is now assigned 
to the motion picture unit there 
where she is cutting film and as 
sisting· in the production of army 
movies. 

Becau e they know their jobs 
and are cager to per.form them, 
the air-Wacs are 1·espected by 
their fellow soldiers, as well as 
by the civilians who have learned 
to realize their importance. 

Off duty, the air-Wacs reflect 
their military training in their 
social behavior. Well kept, they 
offer a striking- picture in khaki 
wherever they seek off -duty 
1·elaxation. 

They have been welcomed into 
many Denver hom and have 
been found to be interesting, 
vital guest,;. Th y have be n ,een 
at the coneerts, on the bridal 
pat~i;;, at theaters and dances and 
parties, in rcstaurnnts and th 
city's -parh, e. ploring the moun
tains and enjoying· the hospital
ity of n olorado that. has \Yt'l
<"onwd them as the women of 
America who Hr contributing· 
the mo~t to AlliPd vidon- . ·ight flank, march! By the left 

lank , march! To the rear, 
arch!" 
An air-Wac drill sergea nt ex-

Trained administrative clerks 
in skirts flew into their jobs 
with the knowledge that they 
were the first air-Wacs to ex
hibit their value. 'J'he "feminine 
touch'' waR a definite asRet to 
army life. Officers sudden ly be
g·an to take on new li Ee; soldiers 
gave them selves an extra sprue-

. FIVE HEADS BOWED IN PRAYER-:-One of the Lowry field Wacs' first stops on open po t 
IS _the Cath.edra/ of the Immaculate Conception . Many of the women's army, Catholic and non-Catholic 
alike, admire the architecture and beauty of the altars and stained glass windows of the famous edifice. 

Yes, the 1i1•-"\V:w · h;n· nr 
rived, nn!l no onE.' is happit1r 
than thl'~, who knt'\\ :111 lion•· 
that tlwy "cntld. 
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