
·ghway 
Builde ea s 
New Unit Here 

'l'hC' man \\·ho built I he Ala ska 
IIighwlly is now on duty at Fort 
Deven :-. as commanding gf>npral of 
I hp Army Service FOl'C'('S Unit 
Trair:ing Center. 

Brigadier ( :eneral .Jnnws A . 
(Patsy ) O'Connor anin•ct h re this 
\veek, .straight from Whitehorse, 
famou,; old Yukon River sett le­
men t on the edge of I he Arel ic 
Circle, where fol' 22 rnont hs he 
ctireeted the tonstruc-tion o[ the 
1,600-rnile Alaska Highwny. 

General O'Conr:or, who is 58 
_, ears old, has served as an engin­
eer otlieer throughout the world. 
Prior lo his po ·ition in Alaska, he 
was c-hieBy known as the l"ngineer 
who had cha1·ge or the t uz:nels and 
fortilications on Co1Tqgidor Island 
in Manila Bay, where Ameriean 
solclit'l's held out for so long 
·,gainst the Japanese invaders. 

Cene1·al O'C01:noi- graduated 
from the U. S. Military Academy 
al We,;t Point in 1907 . He is a 
native of Bay City. Mich. At 
present his home is in Los An­
geles. He and Mr . O'Connor ha, ·e 
four children. I wo da ugh I el " a1:d 
two son , . BGth daughters are 
married to A1·my olllcers, both 
now full Colonels. 

Cene1·al O'Connor wa . accom­
panied to Fol'L De\ ·ens bv hi. aide­
de-c:amp, Capt. Richard· L. l'leu­
bel'ger, who rec-ent ly wrote a: ser­
ies or articles for The Satul'dav 
Evenir:g Post on their e'<perience ·s 
in the Arctic. 

C:eneral O'Connor not only had 
charge of constructing the Alaska 

I 
Highway, but also of suc-h eorre ­
lary projects as the airport::, be­
t\\ een Edmon tor: and Fail'banks 
and the narrow-gauge \Vhile Pass 
and Yukon railway, now under 
military perat ion. 
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Highway Builder 
Heads New Unit Here 

Co11ti1111cd J,-o,n Page One 
l Tnder General o·cor:nor\ direc­

tion, seven lT. S. Army Engineer 
regiments pioneered the Alaska 
Highway through a vast unexplor­
ed wildernes ,- of forests and mour:­
tains. 

"I am , re~ glad to be here at 
Fort Devens,'' Gen. O'Connor said. 
"I feel that the training program 
offers an opportunity ot cor.trib­
ute not only to th~ war efCort but 

to the general leadership of our 
youth after the war. The un:t.s 
of the Army Service Forces are 
vital to the success of the air and 
gl'ound forces. We saw that clear­
ly in Ala ka." 

General O'Conr.or· executive of­
ficer is Col. Ben Stafford, who is 
acting commander of the l:nit 
Trai n ing Ce n ter while General 
O'Com:or is away t h is week at 
Fort Warren, Wyom ing. 


